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THE DUCHESS OF ANJOU URGES HER CLAIM TO 
THE POSSESSION OF PROVENCE.— GALEAS VIS- 
CONTl, COUNT DE VERTUS, ORDERS HIS UN- 
CLE BARNABO VISCONTI TO BE IMPRISONED. 

'T^HUS- was there confqfion in all parts of the 
"^ world, as well between the kings of France 
and England as between John king of CaftiUe and 
the king of Portugal, fof the war there had been 
renewed. 

Madame d'Anjou, who retained the tide of 
queen of Naples and Jerufalem, went to Avig- 
non, where the pope rcfided, and there kept her 
ftate with her fon Lewis, who ftiled himfelf king of 
Sicily, which his father had conquered. The queen 
had intentions to make war on the Provencals, if 
they did not acknowledge her as their fovereiga 
lady and put themfelves under her obedience. Sir 
Bernard de la Salle had already entered Provence 
and declared war in her name. 

Ac this nmcy the Idrd dt Coucy was alfo at 
Vol. VII. B Avignon; 



Avignon; for he had been confined to his bed 
fifteen weeks fi*om a briiife he had received on his 
leg during an excurfion on horfeback. On his re- 
covery, he often vifited the queen, and comforted 
her much, as he was well able to do. She was ex- 
pedling the duke of Berry, who was on his road to 
Avignon to hold a conference with "the pope, tQ 
alfift her. 

The king of France and his uncles had fent the, 
lord Louis de Sancerre, marlhal of France, to 
Provence, with five hundred men at arms, to 
make war on the Provencals, if they did not fub- 
mit to the queen. Some had done fo, but not 
all : however, the city of MarfeiUes and the 
greater part had furrendered themfelvcs to her; 
but the cities . of Aix and Tarafcon, and forac 
knights of the country, refufed to admit her claim 
to the county of Provence, until Ihe had been 
peaceably acknowledged as queen, and her fon as 
king of la Puglia, Calabria, Naples and Sicily; 
and they faid, that when fhe fhould be in quiet 
poffeflion of the above, all Provence, as was juft 
would obey her. 

The count de Converfano and his fon fir John 
de Luxembourg made war for her in thofe diftant 
parts, againfl: the lord Charles Durazzo. Sir John 
de Bueil remained with the queen, at Avignon, a$ 
her counfellor. 

At this period, another marvellous event hap- 
pened in Lombardy, which was the fubjedt of ge- 
neral converfation. The count de Vertus, whofe 
name was John, Gateas Vifconti, and his uncle, 

were 



were the greatcft pcrfonages in all Lombardy. Sir 
Galeas and fir Bernabo were brothers, and had 
peaceably reigned and governed that country. 
One of thefe lords poflefled nine cities, and the 
other ten : the city of Milan was under their go- 
vernment alternately, one year each. When fir 
Galeas, the father of the count de Vertus, died, 
the affedtions of the uncle for his nephew were 
much weakened; and fir Galeas fufpeAed, that 
now his father was dead, his uncle fiernabo would 
feize his lordfhips, in like manner as fir Galeas, 
his father, and uncle Bernabo had done to their 
brother fir Matthew, whom they had put to 
death. 

The count de Vertus was very fulpicious, and 
plainly fliewed that he had his fears of this event 
taking place. However, by his aftions and the 
capture he made, he proved himfelf the more 
fubtle of the two. I will relate the circumftance. 

Sir Bernabo heavily opprefled that part of Lom- 
bardy of which he was lord, and taxed his vafiials 
two or three times a year, a half or a third of 
their wealth ; but none dared to murmur againft 
him. Sir Galeas, count de Vertus, to acquire 
popularity and praife, did not levy any taxes on 
his poffeflions, but fimply lived on his rents. 
This mode he had followed for five years, ever 
fince the death of his father, which gained him fo 
much the love of the Lombards, that they all 
praifed him, and lived happily under him ; whilft, 
on the contrary, they abufed underhand fir Ber- 
nabo, who would not leave them any thing. 
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The count de Vcrtiis (who had formed his plan, 
and was a<5ting accordingly, from the fufpidons he 
iiad of his uncle, and, as fome faid, from appear- 
ances having been manifefted, that confirmed 
diem) iffued a fecret fummons to thofe in whom 
he confided the moft : to fome of whom he re- 
vcaled hi$ pl^, but not to all, left it ihould be 
made public. A day had been appointed by fir 
Bernabo> to make an excurfion of pleafure from 
one of his caftles to another. Upon this, his ne- 
phew placed three ambufcades on the road fir Ber- 
nabo wa& to take j fo that it was not poflible but he 
muft fall into one of them. He had ordered that 
he fhould be made prifoner, and on no account 
killed, unlefs he made too obftinate a defence. 

Thus as fir Bernabo was riding from one town 
to another, miftrufting no evil, nor any way think- 
ing of his nephew, but confidering himfelf as pcr- 
feftly fafe, he entered one of the ambufcades, when 
the men planted in anibufh inftandy advanced to 
him full Ipeed and with lances in their refts. Sir 
Bernabo had a gcrman knight with him, who cried 
out, ' My lord, fave yourfelf ! for I fee people of 
a bad mien coming towards you, and I know them 
to be perfons belonging to your nephew fir Galeas/ 
Sir Bernabo replied, that * he was not acquainted 
with any place where he could fave himlclf^ if they 
had any evil intentions againft him, arid that he 
was unconfcious of having done any thing againft 
his nephew that fliould make him fly.* Thofc 
who had been placed in ambufcadfe continued ad- 
vancing towards fir Bernabo. When the German, 

who 



who was a man of honour and knight of the body 
to fir Bernabo, faw them thus approaching his 
lord, having the fwdkid of hii m after before him, 
he inftantly drew it out of its fcabbard and placed 
it m the hands of fir Bernabo (which was feert 
by thofc who were preffing forward) ; and then the 
knight drew his own fword, like a vsdiant man, 
aAd put himfeif on his defence. This, however, 
did not avail, for he as well as fir Bernabo were im- 
mediately lurrounded, and the knight was flain, 
under pretence that at the commencement he 
meant to defend himfeif j for whofe death iir 
Galeas was afterwards forely vexed. 

Sir Bernabo was made prifoner without any de- 
fence made by him or his attendants, and carried to 
a caftle where his nephew was, who much rejoiced 
on his arrival. That fame day his wife and children 
that were marriageable were alfo arretted, and con- 
fined by the lord of Milan, who took poflcflion of 
all the lordfliips, caftles, towns Snd cities which fir 
Bernabo held in Lombardy. His uncle died ftiortly 
after; but I. know not by what means, th6ugh I 
believe it was from being bled in the neck, for in 
Lombardy they are accuftomed to make fuch bleed- 
ings when they wifli to haften the death of any one. 

News of this was foon fpread abroad : fomc 
were pleafed at it, others vexed ; for fir Bernabo 
had in his time done fo many ads of cruelty, and 
without, rcafpn, that few pitied hipii faying, he had 
well deferved it. 

This was the end of fir Bernabo Vifconti, who 
had reigned moft powerfully in Lombardy. 
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CHAP. II. 

WILLIAM DB tlGKAC^ SENESCHAL OF SAIKTONGB 
FOR THE KING OF FRANCE, CONQUERS FROM 
THE ENGLISH THE CASTLE OF AIGLE.— -THE 
ARMY OF THE DUKE OF BOURBON TAKES MONT* 
LIEU, AND THE BRIDGE OF TAILLEBOURG 
WHILE BESIEGING THAT PLACE, 

"1X7 E will now return to the army which the 
^ ^ duke of Bourbon and the count de la 
Marche condufted into Poitou and Limoufin. 
The duke left Moulins in the feourbonnois, and 
marched with a handfomc company of knights 
and fquires to accomplifh his expedition, attended 
by John de Harcourt his nephew. The duke of 
Bourbon had ifiued his fpecial fummons for thofe 
of Berry, Auvergne, Poitou, Rouergue, Sain- 
tonge and Limoufin, to aflemble at Niort, twelve 
leagues from Poitiers. While this aymy was af- 
fembling, fir William de Lignac, a valiant knight 
and fcnefchal for the king of France of Saintongc, 
and governor of Millan *, refided in that country. 
He advanced into the Angoumois with all his men 
at arms, to the amount of two hundred com- 
batants, and halted before the caftle of Aigle, 
, which the Englifli poffeffed, and from this place, 
dvuing the winter and the preceding fummer, 
they had exceedingly haraffed the country. 



• Millan. (^ if not Millac> which is in thofe parts. 

Sir 
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^ir Wilfiam on his arrival at the caftle dirmpunt- 
C(U and ordered his men to do the fame, when they 
inftandy began the attack. It was very fcverc and 
of long continuance, for thofe within it fought for 
their lives. Sir William performed fuch gallant 
deeds as proved him worthy of being their leader. 
He did not fpare himfelf> and (hewed how they 
ought to attack it. The place was at laft taken by 
ftorm, and the French, entering it by ladders^ 
made prifoners of all that were found there, or put 
them to the fword. 

Xhis firft conqucft this feafon was made by fir 
William de Lignac, as he was waiting for the duke 
of Bourbon and his army. 

On the duke's arrival at Niort, he found plenty 
of men at arms impatient for his arrival. His cou^ 
fin the count de la M arche, with a large body, the 
viicount de Tonnerre, fir Henry de Thouars, fe- 
iiefchalof Limoufin, the lords de Pons,de Partenay^ 
de Tours, de Poufanges, and many other barons of 
Poitou and Saintonge were there. Sir William d? 
Lignac came thither to wait on the duke, having 
conquered the caftle de TAigle, for which the duke 
ielt himfelf obliged to him. 

When all thefc men at arms were muttered, 
they amounted to full feven hundred lances, not in« 
eluding the Gcnoefe and the lufty varlets : in the 
whole, two thoufand combatants. They then held 
a council whither they fliould turn their arms ; to 
Bertucili TaiUebourg * or Montlicu f . After hav- 



»t^— »— > I ■^iyii.i^W—ii — ^i»^*^ 



* Taillebourg^— a town in Saintonge on the Charente, three 
leagues from Saintes. 

f Montlieu,«-a village in Saintonge, eleftion of Saintes. 
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ing well confidered each fituaition> thcydetermirtcd 
to march to Mondicu, becaufc it wi& a ftroiig 
caftle near the moors of Bourdeatix; and, if diey 
fliould fuccced in taking it, the others woiild^ be 
weakened, and none able to quit Bourdeaux witH^ 
out their knowledge. 

They ip^rchcd through the Angaumois, and oh 
ai;riving 3t Moatlieu prepared for the fiege. Sir 
James Pouflart and John Bonnelance wei;e ^dift 
leaders of the duke of Bourbon's men at arms; 
and of the whole army. They were not long be-^ 
fieging Mondieu before they made ready tHeir 
ladders and .other things, neceffary for an attacks 

They furrounded the caftk and began the - a^ 
fault, hut Aofe within defended themfcl^cs vi- 
gorouiOy* Xh'^ combat was very (harp, long con-^ 
tinued> ^d many gallant deeds were done -, for the 
French mounted their ladders with rapidity, and 
fought hand to hand on the battlements with their 
-saggers : in flaort, they exerted themfelves fo much 
that thf caftle was fairly won by ftorm, and ^noA; 
widiin periih^d. 

When the lords of France -had got poffeffion 6f 
Montlieu, they reinforced it with a new garrifon ahd 
ftores, and th^n took the. road to Taillebourg* on 
the Charentc. Dinandon de la Perate, a Gafcohi 
was governor of this fortrefs, an able man at arm^, 
who held the. French cheap. 

When they canie before TaiUeboui^, the dirice 
de Bour^n and his company took two fnKiU forts 
which had much harafled the borders of Poitou 
and Limptifin, la Froncette and Archac \ the gar- 

rif0ns 
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riibns ^ere flaini and the cafUes given up to cho(« 
of the adjacent countries^ who inftantly razed them 
to die groulid* 

The fiege of TaiUebourg was now formed^ and 
four block-houfes were ercdted t)ef€u*c it. Near 
Tailfcbowg was a bridge over the .Charente^ which 
the Englifh and Gafcons had fortified^ fo that no 
veflels from la Rochelle or Saintonge could pais 
¥rithout great danger, unlefs by paying toll. The 
French lords determined to gain this bridge, to &« 
cilttate their other attacks/ and to be in greater fe-* 
curity in their block-houfes. They ordered vcA 
fds ready prepared and armed to afcend the Cha- 
rente from la Rochelle, in which they had placed 
large bodies of crofs-bows and Genoefe, to fkir« 
mifh with thofe at the bridge. The attack was 
frv^n^, for the Englifh and Gafcons had well fbr^ - 
tified the bridge, and they defended it with ipirir, 
as it behoved them to do, for they were vigo- 
Toufly attacked by land and water. The eldeft fbn 
of the count de Harcourt, named John, was madft 
a knight at this aflault, by his uncle the duke of 
Bourbon, and difplayed his banner. 

This attack on the bridge a( Taillcbourg wai 
long continued : many gallant aftions were per* 
-formed s but the crofs-bows and Genoefe in the 
v^els fliot fo ably that thofe on the bridge fc^rccly 
dat^dto appear and defend themfelves: Why (hould 
I ittake a long tale of this ? The bridge was car* 
tied by ftofW) and isdl fouttd there flain or drliwned i 
oiOt oneefeaped. Thus did the French gain thfc 
bridgt of iTailltbourg, Their fiege wim carried 

on 
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on more eagerly for this. Taillcbourg is fituated 
three leagues from St. Jean d'Angely, and two 
from Saintcs, in the fineft country in the world. 

Dinandon, and thofe in the caftle were much 
aftonilhed and vexed at the capture of the bridge ; 
and they had reafon, for they loft by it the paffagc 
of the river. However, they would not furrender ; 
for they felt themfelves in a ftrong place, and ex- 
pected fuccours from Bourdeaux, as it had been 
currently reported on the borders of the Bour- 
dclois, and confirmed by all the Englifh and 
Gafcon garrifons, that the duke of Lancafter, or 
the earl of Buckingham, was to arrive at Bour- 
deaux with two thoufand men at arms and four 
thoufand archers, to combat the French and to 
<^ge them to raife all their iieges: in this 
they pl^ed great hopes, but it turned out other- 
wifci afi I fhall tell you. 

In truth, before the army under the command 
of the admiral of France was prepared to fail for 
Scodand, it had been ordered in England that the 
duke of Lancafter, fir John Holland, brother to 
the king, fir Thomas Percy, fir Thomas Trivet, 
the lord Fitzwalter, fir William Windfor, fir John 
^ilbain, and other barons and knights, to the 
funount of a thoufand lances and three thoufand ar» 
chers, fhould fail for Bordeaux, and remain there 
the whole fummer, to reinforce Mortaigne, Boutc-> 
vilk, and thofe caftles which held out for them in 
Oafcooy and Languedoc : they were to fight with 
the French, ftiould they find them in the country ^ 
and) after having remained there a feafoD, they 

were 
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were to march to Caftillc by way of Bayonne and 
Navarre, for there were was a treaty between them 
and the king of Navarre. All this had been fettled 
in the imaginations of the Engliih/ but it proved a 
difappointment s for, when they learned for a truth 
that the admiral of France with a thoufand lances 
of chofen knights and fquires were preparing to 
fail for Scotland, their councils were changed^ 
and none dared to think of quitting their coun- 
try, nor of weakening their forces: for they 
much dreaded the confequences of this junftion 
of the French with the Scots. 

There was alfo a report at this time, that Eng- 
land was to be attacked in three difierent parts 
by the French. One expedition was from Brit- 
tany, as it^i^as faid that the duke of Brittany was 
become a good Frenchman; another from Nor- 
mandy, where the conftable of France was 
making his preparations at Harfleur, Dieppe, 
and all along the coaft, as far as St. Valery and 
Crotoy; the diird from Scotland. From fear 
of this, the government of England would not 
allow any knights or fquires to quit the country, 
but attended to the fortifying of their harbours. 
At this feafon Richard, earl of Arundel, admiral 
of the Englifh fea, was cruifing with fixty or 
fourfcore lai^e veflcls, armed and fitted with 
men at arms and archers: he had, befides, nine 
light veflcls off Normandy to gain intelligence. 

We will leave for a while the diie de Bour- 
bon and the fiegc of Taillebourg, which lafted 
upwards of nine weeks, nd relate how the ad- 
miral 
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sniral of Fmnce, with * the army uiider his com-« 
mandj, landed in Scotland, and what a hand* 
fome reception, in appearaace> they met with 
from Jljhc country. '• , 
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SW JOKK DE yi£NN£, ADMITlAl* OF FRANCE, ARr 
RtVES In SCOTLAND yriTH HIS ARMY.— HE 
MEETS WITH BAD TREATAf£NT TB^E. 

'TpHE -French army that was bound for Scot- 
•*'' ; lai^d had very favourable winds, for it was 
in the month of May when the weather is tcmpt- 
rate^nd agreeable. They coafted Flaridersi Hol- 
land, Zealand and Frifeland, and advanced until 
they approached fo near Scotland as to fee it; but 
•before they e^rrived there an unfortunate accident 
befel , a knight of France, and an expert man "at 
arms, named fir Aubert d'Angers. 

The knight was young and adivc, and to (hew 
his ^ility he mounted aloft by the ropes of his 
■fhip completely armed y but, his feet flipping, he 
iell into the fea, and the weight of his armoury 
.which funk him inftantly, deprived him of any 
afliftancci for the fliip was foon at a diftance from 
the place where; he had fallen. All the barowj 
were muchv^ vexed at this mrisfortunc, but they 
were forced to endure it, as they could Jiot any 
way remedy it* • ^ 

Tliey 
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They continued their voyage until they ariiTcd 
at Edmburgh, the capital of Scotland, where the 
king chiefly refidcs when he is in that part of the 
country. The earls of Douglas and Moray, from 
the informatioa they had received, were waiting 
for them in Edinburgh ; and as foon as they were 
come, haftcned to meet them at the harbour, and 
received them moft amicably, biddmg them wel- 
come to their country, . . 

The Scots barons inftantly recognifed fir GeoP 
fry de Chamy, for he had refidcd full two montlii 
with them laft fummer in Scodand. Sir Geoffiy 
made them acquainted, as he very well knew howj 
with the admiral and the barons of France. Ai 
that time the king was not at Edinburgh, but in 
the highlands of Scotland : his fons received them 
handfomely, telling them the king would Ihordy 
be there. 

They were flitisfied with this information, and 
the lords and their men lodged themfelves as well 
as they could in Edinburgh, and thofe who could 
not lodge there were quartered in the diflcrent vil- 
lages thereabout. Edinburgh, notwithflranding it 
is the refidence of the king, and is the Paris of 
Scotland, is not fuch a town as Tournay or Va- 
lenciennes J for there are not in the whole town 
four thoufand houfes. Several of the French lords 
were therefore obliged to take up their lodgings 
in the neighbouring villages, and at DunfcmiHne^ 
Kelfon*, Dunbar, Dalkeith, and in other villages. 



• Kel(bn. ' Q;^* Kclfo would have been- too far-dffbnt. 
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News was ibon fpread through Scotland, that 
a large body of men at arms from Frandc were 
arrived in the country. Some began to murmur 
and fay, * What devil has brought them here ? 
or who has fcnt for them ? Cannot we carry on 
our wars with England without their afliftance ? 
We Ihall never do any effedlUal good as long as 
they are with us* . Let them be told to return 
again, for we arc numerous enow in Scotland to 
fight our own quarrels, and do not want their com- 
pany. We neither underftand their language nor 
they ours, and we cannot converfe together. They 
will very foon eat up and deftroy all we have in 
this country, and will do us more harm, if we al- 
low them to remain among us, than the Englifh 
could in batde. If the Englifh do bum our houfes, 
what confequence is it to us ? we can rebuild them 
cheap enough, for we only require three days to 
do fo, provided we have five or fix poles and 
boughs to cover them.' 

. Such was the converfation of the Scots on the 
arrival of the French : they did not efteem them, 
but hated them in their hearts, and . abufed them 
with their tongues as much as they could, like 
rude and worthlefs people as they are. 

I muft, however, fay that, confidering all things, 
it was not right for fo many of the nobility to have 
come at this feafon to Scodand : it would have 
been better to have fent twenty or thirty knights 
from France, than fo large a body as five hundred 
or a thoufand. The reafon is clear. In Scotland 
you win never find a man of worth : they are like 

favages 
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favages^ who wifli not to be acquainted with anf 

onej and are too envious of the good feitune of 

others, and fufpicious of lofing any thing theA-» 

felves, for their country is very poor. When the 

Englifh make inroads thither, as they have very 

frequently done, they order their provifions, if 

diey wifh to live, to follow clofe at their backs; 

for nothing is to be had in that country widiout 

great difficulty. There is neither iron to Ihoc 

horfes, nor leather to make hamefs, faddles or 

bridles : all thefe things come ready made from ^^ / 

Flanders by fea ; and, Ihould thefe , fail, there it 

none to be had in the country. 

When thefe barons and knights of France, who 

had been'ufed to handfome hotels, ornamented 

apartments, and caftles with good foft beds to 

repofe on, faw themfelves in fuch poverty, they 

began to laugh, and to fay before the admualj 

' What could have brought us hither ? We have 

never known till now what was meant by poverty 

and hard living. W^ now have found the truth 

of what our fathers and mothers were ufed to 

tell us, when they faid, — * Go, thou fhalt have 

in thy time, ihouldfl thou live long enough, hard 

beds and poor lodgings:' all this is now come to 

pafs.' They faid alfo among themfelves, * Let us 

haften the objcdlt of our voyage, by advancing 

towards England : a long ftay in Scotland will be 

neither honourable nor profitable.' The knight^ 

made remonilrances refpefting aH thefe circum- 

fiances to fir John de Vienne, who appeafed them 

as well as he could, faying,—* My fair firs^ - if 

be. 
I 
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biCGome^ is to- wait patiently, and to fpeak fair, 
finct #e are got into fuch difficultks. Wc have 
s teng way yet. to go, and we cannot return tluough 
England. Take in good humour whatever you can 
get.' You cannot always be at Paris, Dijon, Beaunc 
or Chalons : it is neceffary for thofe whq wifh to 
iiVt with honour in this world to endure good and 

' By iuch words as thefe, and others which I da 
ftdt remember, did fir John de Vienne pacify his 
irmj in S<:otland. He made as much acquaintance 
<s he could with the fcottifh barons and knights : 
but he was vifited by fo very few it is not worth 
peaking of; for, as I have faid before, there is 
iWitWuCh honour there, and they are people dif- 
ficidt to be acquainted with. The earls of Douglas 
and Moi*ay were the principal vifitants to the lords 
of France. ' Thefe two lords paid them more ait- 
tencion than all the reft of Scotland. But this was 
iiot the worft, for the French were hardly dealt 
*rith' in theif purchafes j and whenever they wanted 
to buy horfes, they were afked, for what was worth 
only ten florins, fixty and a hundred : with difficulty 
tould they be found at that price. When the horfe 
had been bought there was no furniture nor any 
houfings to be met with, unlefs the refpeftive ar- 
tides had been brought with them from Flanders. 
In this fituation were the French: befides, when- 
ever their fervants went out to forage, they 
were indeed peAnitted to load their horfes with as 
much as they could pack up and darry, but they 
^cre way-laid on their return, andvillahoiaffly beaten, 

robbed. 



robbed, and fometimes (lain^ infomuch that no 
varlet dared go out foraging for fear of death. In 
one month the French loft upwards of a hundred 
varlets : for when three or four went out foraging 
not one returned^ in fuch a hideous manner were 
they treated. 

With all this th<i king reqtiifcd many entreaties 
before he wotrtd come forward: the knights and 
fquires of Scotland were the catife of this, for they 
declared, they would not at this feafon wage war 
tv^KEngland, that the French might pay mote deaiiy 
for their doming. Before the king would come tO 
Edihbcfrg^, k was neeeflary to pay him t largs 
fiim of money for himfelf and his oourdeits. Siv 
John de Tienne engaged, under his foaly that ht 
would never quit Scotland until die king and hii 
peopte were perfeflly iatisBed: for, had he not 
ddne fo, he would not have had any afliftance front 
the Scots. He was obliged to maJce thi& bargaia 
or a worfo ; but however advantageous it wat fof 
them, and whatever affection he gained by i^ 
they made the war folely profitAbk for chemfolvesi 
as I fhaU rela^ io this hiftory. At prefont I wifli 
to return to wh^ was paffing in Flanders, and to 
^eak of the marri^;e of the young king of France^ 
whkh happened at this period. 
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CHAP IV. 

THE TOWN OF ARDEMBOURG * KARROWLY ESC A^B« 
BEING TAKEN BYSX/RPRtSE BY FRANCIS ATRE* 
MEN ANP HIS GHENT MEN. 

A FTER the defeat of the detachment of fir 
^**^Rafilart de Flandres, which he had led into 
the Quarte Meftiers, fir Robert de Bcthunc, vif- 
cbunt.de Meaux came to Ardembourgi whither he 
had been ient to garrifon it. He found there fir 
John de Jumont and his companions ; he had alio 
brought with him about forty knights, who were 
eager to meet with adventures. On the vifcount's 
arrival, he began to repair and ftrengthen the for- 
tifications of the town. Francis Atremcn and 
thofe of Ghent were conftantly devifing plans to an- 
noy their enemies, and do them mifchief. Their at- 
tention was particularly dire£i:ed to places in their 
neighbourhood, fuch as Oudenarde> Dendremonde^ 
Ardembourg, Damme, Bruges and Sluys. It 
behoved thofe town^ to keep a ftri6t guard and 
watch well ; for in regard to ftorming and fcaling 
towns, and fuch like fubtleties, thefe ghent men 
were very flcilful and alert. 
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• Ardembourg^ ten miles N. E. from Bruges^ has been 
difgiantkd by the Dutch. 

About 
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About the end of May, Francis Atremen, 
with feven thoufand armed men, fallicd out of 
Ghent, with the intent to take Ardembourg by 
furpriie, and to make all the knights and fquires 
there in garrifon prifoncrs. They were more 
defirous to take the- governor, fir John de Jumont^ 
than all the reft ; for he had done them much mif- 
chief, by flaying and taking their people, thrufting 
out their eyes, cutting off their hands or ears, fo 
that they could not love him. For this purpoie^ 
they came on Wednefday at day-break to Ardem- 
bourg, having with them their ladders ready pre- 
pared. 

Now obfcrve what great peril they were in : the 
vifcount de Meaux, fir John de Jumont, fir 
Rafflart de Flandres, the lord de Daymart, fir 
Tiercelot de Montigny, fir Perducas de Port St. 
Marc, the lord de Longueval and fir John his fon^ 
fir Hugh Defnel, the lord de Lalain, fir Reginald 
de Lommie and feveral more were fleeping quiedy 
id their beds, trufting to the watchfulnefs of the 
guard: but the guards of the night were almoft 
all retired, and the watchman was mounting 
his poft, when Francis Atremen and his ghent 
men, with their ladders on their fhoulders 
had crofifed the ditches and fixed their ladders 
to the walls, which the foremoft had begun to 
mount. 

By accident, the lord de St. Aubin and a fquire 
from Picardy, called Enguerrand Zedequin, were 
at this moment parading the tqwnclofe by the walls : 
they had with them three picards armed with pikes» 

C 2 I believe 
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I believe they had been on guard this nigJu^ and 
were then retiring. To fay the truth, if they :ba4 
not been where they were, Ardembourg muft iu-^ 
^ibly have been taken> and all the knights in 
their beds. 

When the lord de St. Aubin and Enguerrandj 
Zenequin perceived, the ghent men mounting by 
ladders to the batdements^ and that on^ of theni 
was adbwally putting his kg' over the wall to enceis 
the town, they were very much alarmed, but nqti 
fo much as to prevent them defending the place :. 
they faw' clearly, that if they fled, die town myfl: 
be conquered ; for the ghent men had arrived there 
fo opportunely that they were ehterij^g it jvft be- 
tween the time of the difmiflal of the night-^guard 
and the watchman mounting his poll. 

^ Forward,^ forward !' cried fir Enguerrand tot 
the pikemen : * here are our enemies : let us de-^ 
lend ourfelves and our town, or it is taken/ 
They then advanced to the place where they had 
fixed thir ladders and intended entering.^ The 
pikemen attacked him who was about to enter fo 
vigoroufly with his pike that he tumbled him into 
the ditch. At this time, the watch was at his poft, 
who> noticing the large battalion in the ditches 
and thereabouts, founded his horn, crying our> 
* Treafon, treafon ! ' 

The town was in motion, and the knights heard 
in their beds the noife and confufion, and alfo how 
the ghent men wanted to furprifc their town. They 
were very much aftonifhed, and, having armed 

themfelves 
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thcmfdvcs as fpeedily as they could, fallicd forth 
againft them. 

Notwithftanding they were difcovcred, the ghcnt 
men laboured hard to enter the town ; but thofe 
&irt fMn held <Ait valiantly againft them for upwards 
of h^f an hoar, and performed wonders in arms, 
for which they were highly praifed. 

' The lords nolv advanced in handfome arniy ; 
die vifbount de Meaux with his banner before him, 
fir John de Jumont with his pennon, fir Rafflart dc 
Flandres and all the others, fliouting their war-cries, 
aftd found the knight and fqulre, with the thirc 
pikemen, defending the walls moft gallantly. 

When Francis Atremen and the ^ent men found 
Ach^ fchcme had failed, diey called back their 
men and retreated in a handfome manner into the 
Quatr^ Meftiers. 

The garrifon were more attentive in guarding 
their town for the foture, and m pofting their fen- 
thieh^ They honoured greatly their five defenders ; 
for, if they had not been there, Ardembourg had 
b^cn loft, and all their throats cut. 
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CHAP. V. 

LEWIS OP FRANCE^ BROTHER TO KING CBARLtS 
VI. IS MARRIED BY PROCURATION TO MAR* 
GARET OF HITNGARY. MADA^IE DE BRA- 
BANT CAUSES THE DAUGHTER OF DUKB 
STEPHEN OF BAVARIA TO COME TO FRANCB 
TO MARRY KING CHARLES. 

yJO\i have before heard how the duke of An- 
*- jou, who ftiled himfelf king of Naples, Sicily 
and Jerufalem, had carried on a war for three 
years in la Fuglia, Calabria and Naples, againft 
Charles de Durazzo, and that during that war he 
had died*. His opponent was dead alfo. It was 
faid he was killed in Hungary with the confent <£ 
the queen ; for, after the death of the king of 
Hungary, being the fon of his brother, he wilhed 
to maintain that the kingdom had devolved to 
him, as the king of Hungary had left no male 
ifllie. The queen, fufpe&ing his intendons to 
difinherit her daughter, had him put to death* 
This event caufed much wonder every where i 
and the war of the queen of Naples and her ion 
Lewis, who rcfided in Avignon, was more (benu- 
oufly carried on in Provence. 

During the lifetime of the late king of Hun* 
gary, the great barons and prelates had advifed 
- * 

• At the caftle of fiifeglia, near BarL 

that 
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that the eldeft of his daughters^ the lady Mar« 
garet, who was very handfome, and was likewife 
heirefs to the kingdoms Ihould be given to Lewis 
count de Valois, brother to the king of France, 
becaufc they thought he wonld refide in Hungary, 
and the king, had he lived, would have followed 
this advice* 

After the decea£b of the king of Hungary, am* 
bafiadors were fent to France, to the king and his 
uncles, to notify the wiih of the queen of Hungary 
to unite the count de Valois with hereldeftdaugh* 
tier. This ieemed to the king and the barons q{ 
France as if it was very defirable, except that it 
would feparate and place at too great a diftance 
the count de Valois from his family and the powtr^* 
ful kingdom of France. On the other hand, 
dieiy confidered it was a grand as well as a profit* 
able ofier for the count de Valois to be king of 
Hungary, which is one of the greateft realms in 
Chiiftendom« 

The Hungarians fent by the Queen were mag* 
xiificendy received, and large prefents were made 
to them. The biihop de Maillerets and John de 
P^rfbnne returned with them as ambailadors fix>m 
France, who, op their arrival in Hungary, efpoufed 
by procvratioQ, in the name of the count dc Valois, 
the princefs Maigaxet. John de la Peribnne cour-- 
teoufly Jay on a bed l^fide her's^ They then 
<:ame'back ito France, aqd fhewed their letters 
patent and other public inftruments, which gave 
^reat (aQsfaAioa to all France i and the count de 

C 4 Valois 
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Vak)is Signed himfelf king of Hungary for a long 
time. 

You have before heard how the duke of Bur* 
gundy and duke Albert of Bavaria, lord of Hain- 
ault, Holland, Zealand and Frifeland, had inter- 
married their children in the city of Cambray, at 
which marriage the king of France had aflSfted 
with great magnificence. Some feemed to fay, as 
I was then informed, that the fame week the 
king and all his nobles were at this marriage, 
there was a fecret negotiation for a marriage be- 
tween the young king of France and the lady 
Ifabella, daughter of duke Stephen of Bavaria^ 
chiefly through the means of the duchefe of Bra- 
bant. The late king of France had on his dying 
bed ordercdjj that his fon fhould be married, if 
poflible, to a princefs of Germany, to ftrengmcn 
die union of France with that country ; for he 
Txad feen that the king of England, by mattying 
the fifter of the emperor of Germany, had g^ed 
by it. 

The duchefs of Brabant was a lady of a vciy 
aftive mind ; fhe converfed with the king's uncles 
and his council, while in the city of Cambray, on 
this fubjcft, explaining to them, that a^ this young 
lady was the daughter of a great lord in Germany^N 
and the moft powerfiil in Bavaria, through him 
great alliances might be made in that country ; 
that duke Stephen was fo potent, he could well 
break the purpofts of the great lords of the em- 
pire \ for he was as powerfol, if not more fo than 

the 
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the emperor. This objcft made the council of 
France liften more readily to the propofal: it 
was, however, carried on with the utmoft fccrecy, 
and very few knew any thing of, it until it was 
fetded. The reafon for this you fhall hear. It 
is cuftomary in France, for the lady deftincd to 
be TXiarried to the king, however high may be 
her birth, to be examined quite naked by ladies, 
^whether fhe be well made, and have no apparent 
jiuidrance to he^ bearing children. As this lady 
was to come from (6 diftant a country as Bavaria, 
dicy were ignorant if fhe would be agreeable to 
the king, for othcrwife every thing would be 
broken off. 

Xhcfe were the reafons why this affair was kept 
lb (ecret. About Whitfuntide the young lady was 
brought to the duchefs in Brabant, who received 
her very cordially, and accuftomed her to the 
iifages in France. She was accompanied by duke 
Frederick of Bavaria, her uncle, by whom, in 
truth, this marriage was firft moved, for the caufes 
which I will explain to you. 

When duke Frederick was before Bourbourg, 
in the fcrvice of the king, he was much fcafted by 
the king's uncles, and the other nobles, for having 
come twx) hundred leagues to ferve France. They 
confidered his fervices as very great; and he al- 
ways quartered near the king, out of affeftion to 
Mm, and had the greateft relpedl paid him. 

When he left Bavaria, he thought that there 
muft be a pitched battle, between the kings of 
France and of England, either in France or Flan- 
ders, 
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dtn^ for fuch had been the curreoc report in Gcr* 
many. The king of France and his uncles wtrc 
very thankful for his coming. It happened^ that 
during the expedition to Bergues and Bourbourg, 
the king's uncles and other nobles, in amicable 
converfadon, had afked him if he had no dai^hters 
to marry ? for they wanted a wife for the king of 
France y and they would prefer marrying him to 
Bavaria than clfewhere, Bavaria having formerly 
been in the councils of France. 

Duke Frederick, in reply to this ipeech, faud 
he had none himfelf, but that his brother, duke 
Stephen of Bavaria, had a very handfomc one. 
' And how old is Ihe ?* demanded the king's 
uncles. * Between twelve and fourteen,' replied 
the duke. Then faid the uncles, ^ This is wh^ 
wc want. Do you, on your return to Bavaria, 
^alk with your brother, and conduft your niece as 
if in pilgrimage to St. John at Amiens, and the 
king fhall be placed befide her. Should he find 
her handfome, we hope he will be defirous of 
|ier, for he loves beauty, and if he appear eager 
for her flic Ihall be queen of France.' This was 
the beginniilg of the bufinefs, and neither more 
nor lefs was faid on the fubjeft. The king of 
France was ignorant that any thing had been men- 
tioned refpeAing his marriage. 

Duke Frederick, on his return to Bavaria, re- 
peated thefe words to his brother, who pondered 
ibme time on them, and thus anfwered,— -^ Fair 
brother, I believe fuch ipeeches have been made 
to you, and that my daughter would be very for« 

tunate 
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tunate if fuch a high^ honour as to become the 
queen of France ihould fall to her lot ; but due 
diilance is great from hence, and it is a matter of 
great confideration to attempt the making a queen. 
I ihould be exceedingly vexed if, after having 
carried my daughter to France, Ihe ihould be re- 
turned to me : and I would rather marry her, at 
my leifure, nearer home.' 

Such was the anfwer duke Stephen gave his 
brother, with which he was contented; and he 
wrote the fubitance of it to the uncles of the king, 
to his own uncle, duke Albert, and to madame 
de. Brabant, to whom he had communicated the 
l:(^finefs on his return home. 

They thought he had been too indifferent about 
it, and had made overtures elfewhere, on the fub- , 
jeft of the king's marriage. A match was ihordy 
after propofed between the king and the daughter 
of the duke of Lorraine : ihe was a very handfome 
lidy, and nearly of his own age ; of high birth, 
being of the femily of Blois. 

The duke of Lancaiter's daughter, afterwards 
queen of Portugal, was alfo talked of, but this 
could not be brought about on accoimt of the war : 
Ae affair was therefore at a ftand. 

The ducheis of Brabant, when at thefe mar<> 
riages at Cambray, and the king and his court 
prefent, brought this fubjeft again on the carpet^ 
iJQring, that an union with Bavaria was the moft 
diefii'able for the king, on account of the alliances 
"^tHat might be fiDrmed with the Germans. ^ It is 
io» indeed^ Udyj' replied the kmg's imcles s ^ but 

we 
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we now hear nothing of it.' ^ Be you filent,' 
anfwercd the duchcfs, * and I will make fuch ad- 
vanccs, that you fhall, without ftil, have certain 
intelligence of it in the courfc of the fummer/ 
^ The promifes of the duchefs were verified i for 
fhe managed fo well, that duke Stephen allowed 
his brother, duke Frederick, to cortduft his niece, 
as you have before heard : and it was given out 
on the road, that they were going on a pilgrimage 
to St. John at Amiens. Every body believed it; 
for the Germans are fond of performing pilgrim- 
ages, and it is one of their cuftoms^ 

After duke Frederick and his niece, the lady 
Ifabella of Bavaria, had been three days at BruF- 
fels, they took leave of the duchefs : it was, how- 
ever, her intention to be at Amiens as foon, tf" 
not fooner, than they Were. 

They went through Hainault to Quefnoy, where 
they found the duke and duchefs, and William - 
count of Oftrevant and his wife ; by all of whom - 
they were moft gracioufly received, for duke AI- - 
bcrt was his uncle. They were much furprifed — 
at their coming, and inquired the reafons of iC» 
• Certainly,* faid duke Frederick, ^ I have had 
much difficulty to perfuade my brother; but, 8$ . 
you fee, I have at laft brought him to confent 
that I fhould conduct his daughter hither. Ob 
taking leave, he called me afide and faid, ^ Now, 
Frederick, my fair brother, you arc czrxy'inf away 
Ifabella, and upon no certam conditions; for if 
the king of France refufe her, Ihc will be fer 
ever ruined : therefore^ confider welt this buIUiefij 

for 
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for Ihould you bring her back, you wiU never 
have a more bitter enemy than me : ' and you feo» 
my good uncle^ the dangerous (ituation I am ixu' 

* Dear nephew, do not be alarmed ; for, if ic 
pleafe God, flie (hall be queen of France, and 
you ftand acquitted of blame, and rerain the a/it C7, 
tions of your brother/ 

They remained at Quefhoy for three wceksj 
during which time the duchefs, who was very abkj 
tutored the young lady of Bavaria, as to her mau-^ 
ners and appearance s and did not allow her to 
keep the clothes ibe then wbre, as being too 
plaii^ and fimple for the French faihions, but h^ 
her drefied up and adorned as if ihe had been hec 
own child. When all had been properly pre- 
pared, the duchefs ^ and her daughter, the future 
duchefs of Burgundy, fet out in great magnifi- 
cence for Amiens, with the young lady, where the 
duchefs of Brabant was already arrived, as were 
the king, the duke and duchefs of Burgundy and 
the council. 

The lord de la Riviere, fir Guy de la Tri- 
Uiouille, with many barons and knights, went out 
of the city of Amiens to meet the company from 
Hsunault, whom they efcorted into town with 
many honours, and they vifited each other out of 
love and affedion. 

But the king could hardly clofe his eyes that 
night from the defire of feeing her who was after- 
wards his Ipoufe. He alked the lord de la Riviere 
when he fhould fee her. This queftion much 
amufed the ladi^ And on the Friday when the 

young 
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yothig lady was drcflcd for die occafion, the three 
ducheiles prefentcd her to the king. She inftandy 
kneeled down very low, but the king direftly 
raifed her tip by the hand, and continually kept 
his eyes upon her : fo that from that time love 
and pleafure pierced his heart. 

The conftable, obferving what paflTed, fiiid to 
the lord de Coucy, * By my faith, this lady will 
remain with us : the king cannot take his eyes off 
hen* When the ladies had remained fome little 
time with the king, they took leave of him, and 
carried back the damfel. But, as the intentions 
of the. king were not known, the duke of Bur- 
gundy charged the lord de la Riviere to found 
him when he retired to his clofet, which he dili- 
gendy did, by faying, * Sire, how do you like this 
young lady ? will flie remain with us ?* ' Yes, 
by my troth, will flie,' replied the king, ' for (he 
pleafes us, and you will tell my good uncle of 
Burgundy to haften the bulinefs.' 

When the lord de la Riviere had heard thefe 
words, he repeated them to the duke of Burgundy, 
who announced them to the ladies ; and they were 
fo well pleafed thereat, they began carolling. The 
whole court were joyous on the occafion; and it 
was intended by the king's uncles to celebrate the 
fcaft at Arras, but it did not pleafe the king to 
gp further. He entreated his uncle to make every 
hafte, for he aflured him that he wifhed no delay, 
but was anxious to have the bufinefs completed in 
the good city of Amiens. ' Very well, my lord,* 
replied the duke, ^ it Ihallbc done as you order.* 

The 
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The duke of Burgundy, in company with the 
confbble, fir Guy de la Trimouille and feveral 
others waited on madame de Hainault> and found 
her niece feated befide her. The duke related all 
diat had pafied, adding, that the king had made 
him alter his intention as to the place where the 
marriage ceremony was to be performed ; for he 
was fp deeply fmitten, that he had owned he could 
neither fleep nor take any repofe on account of 
her whom he wifhed for his wife, but on the mor-- 
itow diey would cure all his flings. The duchefs 
went out in a fit of laughter, and they fepara^d 
from each other with much joy and fatisfa&iom 



CHAP. VI. 

fRAKCIS ATREMEN TAKES DAMME.— THOSE OF 
BRUGES ATTEMPT TO RETAKE IT. 

/%N a Saturday night, Francis Atremeri marched 
^^ with feven thoufand men from the Quatre 
Meftiers, whither he had retreated after the failure 
of his attempt x)n Ardembourg : he had promifed 
his townfmen, on his departure, that he would 
never return until he had taken fome good town. 
The Ghent men were defirous of finding the 
French emj^oyment, fo that they ihould be un- 
able to fend more men to the admiral in Scodand, 
to make war on tl>e Englifh ; for it was currendy 

reported. 
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reported, that the conftable^ together with a large 
body of men at arms and crofs-bows> was about 
^o embark to reinforce thofe fent to Scotland. 

Francis Atremen, being an expert man at arn:i5^ 
fallied out one Saturday evening from the country 
called Quatre Meftiers, and when it was dark ad- 
vanced to the walls of Bruges in hopes of taking 
kj but could not. When he found he oouM do 
nothings he marched towards Damme, and met 
his fpiea whom he had fent thither and round that 
neighbourhood : they told him he would do well 
iio advance to Damme, for fir Roger Guiftelles 
had left it, and only women were there.. This 
was true ; for he had gone to Bruges, thinking the 
inhabitants were able to defend themfelves, but in 
this he was difappointed. 

When Francis Atremen heard that fir Roger dc 
GuiftcUes was not in Damme, he divided his men 
into two divifions, and, taking the fmalleft, faid to 
the other, ^ You will advance to that gate^ and 
make no attack until you hear our trumpets found : 
then attempt the barriers, and cut down and dc- 
ftroy aUi and on the fide we will break domt^ 
the gate, for we fhall never enter the town'bf 
ladders.' 

His orders were punftually obeyed. He ad- 
vanced with the fmaller divifion, leaving the other 
behind him; the fbremofi: marched with ladders 
through the ditches, where they met with no jr- 
fiilance, and, having pafiTed the mud, fixed theii 
ladders to die walls : on entering the town, they 
founded their trumpets and made for the gates 

without 
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ivithout oppoficion, for they were mafters of tlic 
place, the good people being ftill in their beds. 

It was the 17th day of July when Damme was 
thus f^rprifed. They advanced to the gate, and 
broke all the bars of it with ftrong axes : thofe 
without dcftroyed the barriers, and thus all forts of 
people entered the town. 

The inhabitants began to be in motion; but it 
was too late, for they were made prifoners in their 
houfes, and thpfe whom they found armed were 
flain without mercy. Thus was the good town of 
Damme taken, wherein they found much wealth : 
in particular, cellars full of Malmfcy and other 
wines. I heard alfo that thofe of Bruges had 
brought thither great riches fbr fear of a rebellion 
of die populace whom they fulpc6ted. 

Francis Acrcmen was much rejoiced on being 
maftcr of Damme, and faid, ' Now I have well 
kept my promifc to Ghent : this place will enable 
us to conquer Bruges, Sluys and Ardembourg/ 
He infiantly ifllied a proclamation, that not the 
AnaUeft harm or infult ihould be offered to the 
noble ladies in the town; for there were feven 
lailies, the wives of knights, who had come thi- 
ther to vifit madame de Guiftdles, who was with 
child and near tying in. After having pillaged 
the town and put to death thofe who would not 
join their pa* ty, they began to repair it. 

When ttoft in Bruges heard of this, they were 

much enraged, and not without caufe; they in- 

Utady armed and marched to Damme, and began 

tO'ikifmiih and attack It i but it was of no avail, fo,r 
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they loft more than they gained : they therefore 
marched back to Bruges. 

You may fuppofe, when this news reached 
Ghent, they were much pleafcd, and confidcrcd 
it as a valiant enterprifc and alfo looked on Francis 
Atremen as a gallant foldier. 



CHAP. VII. 

KING CHARLES ESPOUSES THE LADY ISABELLA OP 
BAVARIA. HE BESIEGES DAMME. 

\X7E will return to the marriage of king Charles 
^^ of France, and relate how it was concluded. 
The duchefs Margaret of Hainault, who had the 
young queen under her care, on the morning of 
the wedding drcfled her out handfom^^ly, as (he 
knew well how to do, when the duchefles of Bra- 
bant and Burgundy came thither grandly attended 
by ladies and damfels. Thefe three ladies con- 
duced the lady Ifabella of Bavaria in the richeft 
covered cars ever feen, with a crown on her head, 
that was worth all the wealth of the country, and 
which the king had fent to her a litde before. The 
bifiiop of Amiens performed the marriage-cere- 
mony in the prefence of the lords and ladies before- 
mentioned. 

After the mafs and other ceremonies thereto ap- 
pertaining, the king, with the lords, ladies and 

damfels 
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diimfels went to dinner, which was very fumptn- 
x»s and magnificent, and that day the counts and 
fcarons ferved at it in grand array. After dinner, 
they amufed themfelvesin different manners, which 
continued with great enjoyment until evening, when 
the king retired with his bride. 

The fcafts were continued until the Tuefday fol- 
lowing, when news was brought to the king and to 
his council that Francis Atremen had taken the 
town of Damme. A herald arrived at the fame 
time from the duke of Bourbon, who brought let- 
ters that Taillebourg, with its caftle and bridge, 
had been fubdued, and that the duke, with his 
army, was on full march to befiege Verteuil, hav- 
ing already conquered back again in Poitou and 
Liimoufin, fix fortrefles. * 

This news rejoiced fomewhat the court, and 
'made them indifferent as to the lofs of Damme ; 
but it was determined the king (hould not under- 
take any thing until he had marched to Flanders 
and rc-takcn Damme. He declared he would 
«ntcr the Quatre Meftiers, from whence this mif^ 
chief had fprung, and would not leav^e any houfe 
undeftroyed. 

Mcffengers were immediately fent over the king- 
dom with fummons for every man at arms to be 
in Picardy by the firft of Auguft, to march to 
Damme. This was Toon fpread through France, 
and all knights and fquires made their prepara- 
tions for waiting on the king as they had been 
cpmmanded. This fame day, duke Frederick of 
Bavaria, duke Albert and the other barons took 
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leave of the king and departed for their homes, 
leaving behind the lady IfabcUa of Bavaria, now 
queen of France as you have heard. 

•The king of France, who had fent his fum- 
mons through the realm, declared he would not 
return to Paris before he had been at Damme* 
On the twentieth day of July he fet out from 
Amiens, with the conftablc- and many lords, and 
came to Arras, where he flept one night. On 
the morrow he went to Lens *, in Artpis : men v 
at arms were daily coming to him from all quar- 
ters. He continued his march until he arrived a,t 
Ypres, fo that by the firft of Auguft he was be- 
fore Damme, and quartered himfelf fo near the 
town that the arrows flew over his head. 

Three days afterward arrived William of Hain- 
ault, who was very welcome to the king, and 
to my lord of Burgundy. The fiege was laid to 
Damme in a handfome manner, and Francis Atrc- 
men was enclofcd within it. He behaved very 
gallantly, for every day there were attacks and 
Ikirmilhes, unlefs prevented by Ihort truces. 

The lord de Clary, maftcr of the ordnance to 
the lord de Coucy, was hit by an arrow from the 
town, which caufed his death : it was a pity, for 
he was a gallant knight. 

Thofe of Bruges and Ypres came to this fiege ; 
ahd there were prefent upwaa:d3 of one hundred 
thoufand men. The king was quartered between 
Damme and Ghent. The lord de St. Py and the 
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lord de Guiftclks were the commanders of the 
Flemings: they had about twenty-five lances, 
and quartered themfclvcs among them for fear of 
diflenfions* 

An attack was made on Damme at which all 
the lords were prefent. William of Hainault was 
made a knight by the king*s hand, and that day 
he difplayed his banner: during the courfe of the 
ficgc he Ihewed himfelf an excellent khi^t. The 
French, by this aflault, loft more than they won, 
for Francis Atremen had with him fomc Englilh 
archers who for^ly galled the aflfailants : he had 
alfo many pieces of artillery, for the town, before 
}t was furprifed, was well provided ; and Francis 
had ordered more thither from Ghent when he 
Knew it was to be befieged. 



CHAP. VIII. 

SOME CITIZENS OF SLUVS ARE BEHEADED FOR 

TftEASON TO THE FRENCH. THE DUKB OF 

BURGUNDY ACQUIRES SLUYS FROM SIR Wit- 
^.lAM DE NAMUl^j BY AN EXCHANGE FOR THE 
LANDS OF BETHUNE. 

DURING the fiege of Damme, fomc of the 
principal citizens of Sluys who governed 
it, were accufed of high treafon againft the king 
of France : they wanted to deliver the town to 
4iis criemies, to murder the governor and all his 
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garrifon in their beds, and to fct fire to the nu- 
merous fleet of France, which was then at anchor 
in their port, well filled with all forts of ftores. 

Before the expedition to Damme, the king of 
France had intended to follow his admiral to Scot- 
land. Thefc wicked people of Sluys alfo meant 
to deftroy the dykes of the fta, and drown all or 
the greater part of the army. This had been bar- 
gained for by thofe of Ghent, and it was all tq 
have been done in one night : it would have been 
executed if one of the inhabitants of the town had 
not overheard the malice they were devifing. He 
direftly went to the governor and told him what- 
was intended, and named the greater part of the 
conlpirj^tors. The knight was much aftonifhed 
when he heahd of this, and taking with him his 
garrifon, which confifled of about fixty lances^^ 
went to the houfes of the different conlpirators> 
whom he arrefted and fent to feparate prifons under 
a ftrong guard. He then mpunted his horfe, and 
haftened to the king's tent, before Damme;, where 
the duke of Burgundy at that time cjianccd %o b^. 
He related to them all that he had heard and done : 
hpw near the town was being loft, and his army 
drowned. The king and his nobles were ipuch 
furprifeds and the governor was ordered to return 
to Sluys, and to keep his prifoners no longer con- 
fined, but inftantly to put them to death^^ that 
others might from them take example. # 

The governor, on his return, had them beheaded, 
and thus ended the bufinefs. This fame week, the 
dulce of Burgundy, by the advice of fir Guy dc la 
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Trimouille, who had lad fummer refided at Sluys 
with a confidcrable force, rcfolvcd to open a nego- 
tiation with his coufm, fir William de Namur, to 
obtain that town by exchange for other lands, to 
add it to the country of Flanders, which lands were 
equally profitable as to revenue. 

Sir William dc Namur was much difpleafed 
when he firft heard this propofal for an exchange i 
for the town of Sluys, with its dependancies and 
f(|4^rightSi» was a noble and piK>fitable inheritance: 
it ha4 4lfo devolved to him from his anceftors, 
which rpadc him like it the more. Jsfotwithftand- 
ing thiS| fince (;he duke of Bt^rgundy was defirous 
of it, he found it 4ieccflary to comply. It was 
the i^tentiorj of the duke^ whep in poflTcflion of it, 
to ere€t there ^ h^dfbme aricj ftrong caftle, like to 
Calais and other places, which fliould command 
the ^h4rbQur ^f Sluys, and garrifon it with men at 
arms and archers', fo that none could approach his 
territories without danger from them. He faid^ he 
would build it high enough to fee ffom it twenty 
leagues at fea. 

In (horc, fir William was fo hard prcfleci by the 
duke and his council, that he confented to the ex- 
change of Sluys for the whole territory of Bethunc, 
which is one of the fairefl inheritances of the whole 
c6untry. It was given to him and to his heirs. 
Immediately afterwards, the duke fet workmen on 
the caftle he inteoded to build at Sluys.^ We will 
now return to the fiege of Damme, and fay how 
It profpcred. 

• 
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CHAP. IX. 

FRANCIS ATREMEN AND HIS MEN ABANDONT 
. . DAMME. THE TOWN IS DESTROYED BY THE 

FRENCH: THEY ALSO RUIN THE CQUNTRV OF 

THE QJJATRE MESTIERS. 

npHERE were feveral flcirmifhes sflmoft daily 
at the barriers of Damme, where many were 
wounded and flain. The walls could not be ap- 
proached, becaufe the ditches were filled with mud 
and filth: and, if it had bc^tt rainy weather, the 
army would have had en(»Jgh to do, and muft have 
decamped whether they would or rtot : but for the 
Ipace bf one month, during which tht« flegc lafled, 
there never fell one drop of rain; They ha.d 
provifion in great abundance i but the ftench of 
the beafts killed by the army, and the dead 
horfes, corrupted the air, and caufed many knights 
and fquires to be fo ill and low fpiritcd that they 
retired to Bruges or elfewhere : the king was 
wont to lodge at Marie, notwithftanding his tents 
were left ftanding in the camp. 

It was the intention of Francis Atremen to hold 
out diis fiege till the reinforcements which he ex- 
peded from England ihould arrive to raife It* for 
it is certain that Francis, and the men of Ghent, 
had fent to England fOr affiftance. The uncles of 
the king of England would undoubtedly have 
carried over a fufEciency of men at arms and ar- 
chers. 
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chers, if the admiral of France had nit at tliat 
time been in Scotland with fo large a force. 

It was confidently faid, that the conftable was 
to reinforce the admiral with a greater body : by 
which means the Flemings were not aflided, and 
chofe of Damme were forced to make a bad bar- 
gain of it; for on the 29th day of July, 1385, 
was the town cf( Damme conquered back again. 

When Francis Atremen found, after the king 
of France had befieged him for a month, that he 
was not to cxpeck any fiiccour, and that his artil- 
lery began to fail, he was much call down, and 
faid to thofe of his council,-^*^' I will, that all of 
us from GJient return home : but let it be made 
known to them fecretly, fo that none of the town 
be informed of our intended departure, and ac- 
tempt to fave themfelves, with their wires and 
children, by lacrificing us. They would obtain 
peace, and we Ihould be flain : but I muft take 
good care to prevent this ; for we will keep in a 
body, and go round the town to vifit the guard. 
We wiir fecure all the inhabitants, not having 
^rms, in the churches, and give them ro under- 
ft^ind, we do fo becaufe we cxpedl a grand attack 
po be made to- morrow, and do not wiQi them to 
ful&r from it. We mull tell the guard of the 
night that w^ intend to beat up the enemy's quar- 
ters, and the moment we are in the plain we will 
^ur for the faftcfl: to Ghent.' 

His council replied, that he had well fpokcn. 
Every man made his preparation accordingly, and 
in -the evening packed up their all, and put, the 
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^omcn, i:lilldren and lower fort of people in the 
churches : they even ordered thither the ladies of 
the knights who were prifoners, telling them, that 
on the morrow there was to be a grand attack, and 
they wilhed them not to be frightened : all this was 
thought very proper. 

The firft hour of the night the Ghent men 
.went their rounds : there were none of their townf- 
men on the walls, but only thofe of Damme. 
Francis Atremen faid to them, — * Keep up a ftri6t 
watch about midnight j and on no account, what- 
' ever you may fee or hear, quit the battlements;, 
for in the morning we (hall be attacked ; but I am 
refolvcd .this night to beat up their quarter?.* His 
words were believed, for they thought he was 
fpeaking the truth. After Francis Atremen I«d 
arranged all his bufmefs, he ordered the gate to he 
opened, and fallicd forth with thofe his townfmen 
from Ghent, They were not half ^ league froip 
the town^ when day appeared^^ and the inbabitantjs 
difcovered that Francis and his companion? were 
gone off: they were much difheartened i but their 
leaders began to negotiate with thofe belonging ^o 
the king, and faid they had killed Francis Atremen 
the preceding evening. 

Several of the town, underftanding that Francis 
Atremen was gone away, and the gate ftiU open, 
fet out from the town as faft as they were able. • 

When this news arrived at the camp, the Bre- 
tons and Burgundians, who were eager for pillage, 
mounted their horfes, and purfued them within 
two leagues of Ghent : fevcral were flain, and up- 
wards 
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wards of five hundred made prifoncrs : they Were 
not from Ghent, but the inhabitants of Damme 
who were running away. Whilft they were pur- 
fuing them on all fides, the town, now defencc- 
lefs, was attacked : the French entered it at dif- 
ferent parts by ladders, which they cp.rried over 
the ditches with much difficulty. When they had 
entered, they imagined they fhould roll in riches ; 
but they found nothing, except poor people, 
women and children, and great quantities of good 
wiji^s. In fpite, therefore, they fet fire to the 
town, and burnt almoft the whole of it. The king 
and duke of Burgundy were much vexed at this, 
but they could not prevent it. The noble ladies 
were, however, faved, but with fomc difficulty, 
from haying any harm done to their perfons. 

After Damme had been thus regained by France, 
the king was advifed to decamp and to fix his own 
quarters at a fmall town two leagues from Ghent 
called Artavelle, and that, during the time he 
Ihould be there, the men at arms fhould fcour the 
country of the Quatre Mefliers, and completely 
ideftroy it i bpcaufe, in former times, all forts of 
provjfipn were fent from thence to Ghent, and 
inorc alfiftapce given to that town from thofe coun- 
tries than from any others. 

The king of France and his army marched from 
JDefore Damme : he took up his quarters at Arta- 
velle ]| during which time the men at ^rms de- 
ftroyed the country, burning all houfvs, monafje- 
ries and forts which had held out for them. • They 

left 
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left not any houfc whole, and killed or drove into 
the wood^ all the women and children. 

When die French had completed this deflruc- 
tion, they were ordered to march and lay fiege to* 
the caftle of Gaure, and afterwards to do the fame 
to Ghent. Bu; all this ended in nothing. 



CHAP. X. 

THE KINO OF FRANCE LEAVES FLANDEHS, AND 

DISBANDS HIS ARMY. DURING THE TIME H^ 

IS AT PARIS, TREATING WITH AMBASSADORS 
FROM HUNGARY, NEWS ARRIVES THAT 'THE 
MARQUIS DEBLANCQUEFORT * HAD FORCIBLY 
MARRIED THE HEIRESS OF HUNGARY. 

TNTELLIGENCE was t)rought to the kring, 
•* while at Artavellc, that the queen of Hungary- 
had fcnt the bifhop of Vaflereu^ attended by 
fcvcral knights and fquircs as her ambaffadors, 
who had brought credential letters to fay that <hcy 
were come to feek for the lord Lewis of France, 
count de Valois, and who figned himfelf kihg of 
Hungary, to conduft him to his wife in Hungary, 
whom John de la Perfonne, a French knight, had 
cfpoufed by procuration for the faid Lewis count 
de Valois. 



This, Ifuppofe, (hould be Brandenburgh, 

This 
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This news pleafcd grcariy the king and his coun- • 
ciU whOi being defirous of properly equipping* 
the young tount de Valois, rcfolved to return to 
France, facing they had done enough for this 
fcafon. The king fet out from Artavelle the lath 
day of September, and difbanded all his men at 
arms, when each returned to his home. 

The men of Ghent were much delighted at this 
event. The king went to Cray*, where the 
queen relided j for^ when he left Amiens to go to 
Flanders, fhe was fent thither to hold her court, 
I know not how many days he ftaid there with her; 
but, wheii they left it, the king came to Paris, 
and the queen went to Vincennes, where fhe refided 
a while, for they were bufily employed in the 
equ^ment of the young count, as .they were 
anxious he (hould have furniture and attendants 
fuitabje to his rank as king of Hungary; but things 
in a fliort time turned out differently in Hungary, 
as you fhall hear f. 

True 

I I — ^^— r I ■ III I ■« ■ I I « 

• Cray. Q^^ If not Graonne, which is a town in Picardy. 

\ There mull be fome ml/lake, or perhaps Froidart was mi lia-' 
fbnned* for I cannot find any mention of the crown of Hungary 
being offered to the couni de Valois. Underneath is all thai i^ 
iaid of the matter in the ' Art de Verifier les Dates/ 

Mary, furnamtd King iifary.-— Mary, daughter of Charlej 
the great was crowned in Albe Royale, or Stul Weiffeaibourg; 
in the year 1382, under the name of King Mary. As (he wa^ 
too young to govern the kingdom, the regencjr was given to 
her mother queen Elizaberh. Nicholas de Gara having gained 
the confidence of the two prince/Fes, ruled defpocically in their 
names, infomuch that it excited 'great murmurs among the 

Hungarians. 



True it is, that the qUecn- mother of Hungary 
took great delight in the idea of Lewis of France' 
being king of Hungary, and conlidcrcd her daugli- 
ter as married to him* She wilhed not for any 
other but him for hef fon-in-law; and with this 
intent (he had fent the bifhop of Vaffereulj with 
many knights and fquires, to conduct him to his 
queen* 

It happened, that while thefc ambafladors were 
on their road to France, the emperor of Germany, 
who ftiled himfelf king of the Romans, had a 
brother younger than himfdf, called Ftenry de 
Blancqucfort. The king of the Romans had been 
informed of the (late of Hungary, of the treaties 
which had been entered into with the coUnt Louis 



Hungarians. In the year 1385, Charles le Petit, king of 
Naples, at the folicitation of the difcontented party, arrives at 
Buda, feizes the government, and caufes himfelf to be crowned 
king of Hungary in Albe Royale the 31ft of September^ in th« 
fame yjcar. On the 5 th of February following, he is aflkffinated 
in Buda, by orders and ia the prefence of Elizabeth.— On tht 
lib of May 1386, JohnHorwath> ban of Croatia, furprifes th^ 
two queens, attended by Nicholas de Gara, while on a Journey 2 
he malTacres the laft before their eyes, drowns Elizabeth the 
enfuing night, and carries off Mar) prifoner to Croatia* 
Sigifmond, marquis of Brandenbourg, flies, on hearing thisi to 
deliver Mary, to whom he was betrothed. He joins her at 
Albe Royale, whither (he had been fent, marries her at that 
town« and is crowned king of Hungary on the loth of June, 
Whitfunday, being only twenty years old. The ban of Croatia 
was this (ame year arretted by his order, and expiated his crimes 
by tortures. Mary died at Buda 1392. Her body was buried 
at Peter- Waradin. 

de 
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dt Valois, and that the before named ambafTador 
was gone to conduft him to Hungary* 

The king of the Romans loved his brother's 
intcreft more than his Coufin's, had long confldered 
this buQnefs, and had already arranged it in his 
mind to bring it cautioufly and fecretly aboc ac - 
cording to his own plan ; for> had the qu^en f 
Hungary had the (lighteft intimation of his intent, 
fhe would hare guarded effectually againft it : but 
it was cleaf (he had not. 

It, was known to to the council in Germany, that 
the queen of Hungary and her daughter were gone 
to a caflle near the borders of Germany, to amufe 
tihemielves: upon which, the marquis de Blanc- 
quefort fct off with a large bo<ly of men at arms, 
tea thoufand at lead, to lay fiege to this caftle and 
enclofc the ladies within it. The queen, on per- 
ceiving her fituadon, was thunderftruck, and fent 
to know from the marquis why he thus kept her 
confined, and what he wanted. The marquis (cat 
for anfwer, ^ it was done folely becaufc fhe in- 
tended marrying her daughter to the brother of the 
king of France, who was a flranger, and from 
whom fhe could never have any comfort, adding, 
chat it would be better and more advantageous for 
the kingdom of Hungary, if he, who was her 
neighbour, Ihould marry her, than another, who 
came from fuch a diftant country as Louis de 
Valois.' 

The queen anfwered,* that ^ /he had never before 
heard one word of his pretentions, and for that 
rcafon had confcntcd to her daughter's union with 

the 
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the brothel' of th^ king of PVance : bcfides, thd 
king of Hungary, during his lifetime, had ordered 
her fo to do/. 

To this the marqiiis repKed, that ' he paid 
little attention to >vhat the faid ; that he had the. 
confent and good will of the greater part of the 
hungarian nation, and that he would by fair means> 
or otherwifc, have hei", now Ihe was in his power. * 
The lady was much caft down at thefe wordsy but, 
notwithftanding, held out as well as fhe could ^ 
todi thdtigh (he lent to her fubjcfts to come to her 
affiftance, none obeyed, nor did they make the 
kaft movement againft the marquis, which plainly» 
fhewed the Hungarians preferred the Germaais to 
the French. 

. When the queen found fhe was not to cxpcA 
any'afliftani.e from her fubjc6ls> Ihe began to liftcn 
to reafon ; for the marquis threatened her, that if 
Ihe fufFered the caftlc to be taken by ftorm, he 
would confine her in a tower, where ih<J fhcuki 
have only bread and water, as long as (he lived. 
*rhefe menaces frightened her, for the place was 
weak, and fhe had come thither without taow of 
men or prpvifian. She therefore entered into % 
treaty with the marquis ; and in this fituation Ihe 
. gave him her daughter, who was direftly married, 
and he inftandy went to bed to her. 

Thus did fir Henry of Bohemia, marquis de 
Blancquefort gain the inheritance of Hungary, 
of which he was king rather through force 
than love, with regard to the confent of the 

queen- 
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l^ikccn-ciowager ; but fhc was obliged to abide by 
this bargain, or worfc might have^ happened. 

News of this was foon publilhed, and it was fent 
to the btihop and knights of Hungary who were on 
their return from France -^ for the count de Valois> 
having completed his arrangenients, had proceeded 
as far on his journey as Troyes. He was much 
enraged when this event was told him i but He could 
not any way remedy it- 'f he Hungarians departed 
Very angry, as indeed they had reafonj and the 
yoiing count dc Valois returned to his btother and 
tincles at Paris, who, having never depended much 
on this marriage, laid, * the couiit de Valois was 
fortunate in having his wife takdn from hiiil, for 
Hungary Was a diftant country, and out of" reach of 
the French, from Whence they could never have 
had any afliftance/ 

Thefe Gonfiderations made them indifferefit about 
it, and induced them to think of another connexion 
for him* This was the duke of Milan's daughter, 
heirefs of Lombardy, which territory is more 
valuable than all Hangdry> and nearer at hand to 
the French* 

We will leave thefe marriages, and fpeak of the 
duke of Bourbon, who, having taken Taillebourg, 
was in Poitou befieging Verteuil; and return to 
the admiral of France in Scodand, and fay how he 
went on. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE DUKE or BOURBON TAKES VERTEUIL IN* 
POITOU, AND RETUKlSiS TO THE KING OF 
FRANCE AT PARIS. 

TOURING the time the king was before Damme, 
^^ the duke of Bourbon, with a handfomc body 
of men at arms, made his excurfion into Poitou 
and Limoulin, where he took many Englifh caftles 
and ibrts, fuch as Archeac, Garnate, Montlieu 
eight leagues from Bourdeaux, and Tailleboui^ 
on the Charente : he then laid ficge to Vcrteuil, a 
ftrong caftle in Poitou, onthc borders of Limpufm 
and Saintonge. 

Andrew Pinas, an En^li(hman, and Bertrand de 
Montrinet, a Gafcon, were governors of Vcrteuil, 
and had with them numbers of ftout companions. 
There were (kirmilhes, therefore, almoft daily, at 
the barriers, and many gallant deeds of arms done, 
in which feveral were flain or wounded. The duke 
declared he would not move from thence until he 
he was matter of the caftle, for to this efFcd had 
he given his promife the laft time he had convcrfed 
with the duke of Berry. 

* It happened that while Bertrand de Montrinet, 
one of the governors, was planning a ditch to be 
made within the caftle to add to its ftrength, and 
(hewing his people how to bank it, a ftone, (hot 
from a dondaine * by the befiegers wounded him 



* Dondaine^— ^ large machine to throw ilooes from. 

mortally. 
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mortaUy^ and caufed his inftant death. This Ber^* 
crand had efcaped from fixteen very dangerous 
fieges. 

His companions lamented much his death ; but, 
as that Was now ifretrievablc. Andrew remaihedi 
Ible governor. Fifteen days afterwards, negoda- 
tions were opened, and a treaty concluded, that 
the gafrifon fliould furrender die caftle, with all its 
provifions, on being conducted in fafety to Boute* 
ville, of which place Durandon de la Perede waS; 
governor. 

Thus did die French gain the caftle of Verteuil, 
which they afterwards repaired and reinforced with 
ftores, artillery and men at arms. They thea 
mardied to an adjoining town called Cares, and» 
when they departed thence, came to Limoges, 
where the duke of Bourbon remained full eight 
days. He was advifcd to return to Paris, which 
he did, and found the king with his nephew the 
count de Valois, who received him widi great 

joy, 

• We will now return to the affairs in Scotland^ 
and ipeak of the admiral of France. 
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CHAP. xn. 

iHB SCOTTISH ARMY WITH THAT 0^ THB AD- 
MIRAL OF FRANCE ENTER NORTHUMBERLAND^ 
— BUT» THB ENGLISH BEING ON THEIR 
MARCH TO MEET THEM^ THEY RETREAT 
WITHIN THE BORDERS. 

^IJ^OU have before heard how the Admiral of 
"■• France, with a large body of men at arms, 
6ad landed at Che port of Edinburgh, and that 
they found it a very different country from what 
they had expeded from the accounts of the barons 
of Scotland. 

The king's council and other barons had told 
thofe knights who had been in Scotland 1^ year> 
particularly Sir Gcoffry de Charny and fir Amyard 
de Marfe» that if the fenefchal, the conftablc of 
the admiral of France would crofs the fea to Scot* 
land with a thoufand good lances and five hundred, 
crofs bows, with armour for a thoufand Scotfmcn 
and proper equipments for the leaders, witli ' their 
afliftance, the reft of Scotland would make fuch a 
fatal irruption into England, it would never reco- 
ver the blow. 

With this expeftation had the French crofied 
the fea, but had not found thefe promifes realifed. 
In the firft place, they met with favage people^ 
bad friends and a poor country ; and the knighcs 
and fquires knew not where to fend their varleti 
J ' to 
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to forage^ for they dared not do fo excepf in vciy 
l^rgc parties fpr fear qf the wjicked people of the 
country, who lay in wait for them^ att^^ked an4 
IpUed them. 

At laft> king Robert of Scodaod a^rived^ wit^ 
red bleared eyes, of the colour of fand^ woplj 
which clearly 0iewed be was no valiant qi|U)^ bu^ 
one who would rather remain at home than pa^cl^ 
to the field : h^ had, howeverj nine fons who loyec^ 
arms. On the king's arnval at Edinburgh^ thp 
barops q( France waited on him to pay him their 
re^ftSi as they well kneiwr Ijow to do ; the ear]j 
of PouglaS; Mor^y, Mar^ Sutherland^ and fcvcrt^ 
inorc, w^re at this interview. 

The admiral re^uefted (he king to fuUU the 
ten;tis on which they had com? to Scojt^d $ fyf 
ihft on his p^ he y^^s refolved to .^nter f riglan^f 
Thofe barons of Scotland who were e^ger to s^r 
vancp themfelves were much jrejoiQe<J %t hcftHnj^ 
this^ and replied^ that if it pleafed Qpd, th?^ 
would make fuch ar( inroad as j(hQu|d be boj^ft 
profitable ^nd honourable. 

The king iflued hi^ fummpns for .« yeiy l^ge 
armament : on the day fixed for theijr ,^mbliqg 
^t Edinburgh, there were thirty thpuf^d ipco qfk 
borfeback, who ^ they a^i:ived tppj; vp tti(;jr 
quarters after the manner of the cpiyjtry^ fevt tlwy 
(lad not eycjy thing comfortable. 

«3ir John dc Vienn? was very inpipjitiijat to milk^ 
^ excurfioix apd to afford his nien ^pppitunitic;^ 
of performing gallant deeds s>£^sixm? 19 ^4}^wdfi 
be Qo foooer law the ariivsd of the Scottim men 
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at arms than he faid it was time to march^ £)r 
they had remained idle too long. The departure 
was then proclaimed^ and diey took their march 
tqwards Roxburgh. 

The king was not with the army, but remained 
at Edinburgh : however^ all his children accom- 
panied it. The thoufand complete fets of armour 
brought from France were delivered to the Scotdfh 
knights who were badly armed, and thoie who 
had them were much delighted. They began their 
mardh towards Northumberland, which they conr 
tinued until they came to the Abbey of Mclrofc, 
where they quartered themfelves on each fide the 
river Tweed : on the morrow, they advanced to 
Lambir Law, and then came before Roxburgh. 

The governor of the caftle of RoxburgJi for the 
lord Mountague, to whom it belonged as well as 
all the circumjacent lands, was a knight call^ 
fir Edward Clifford. The admiral of France with 
his whole army, as well as the Scots, halted be- 
fore it, and, having reconnoitred it, thought they 
ihould gain nothing by the attack, as the caflle 
was large, fair and well provided with artillery* 
They therefore continued their march dovn the 
river, towards Berwick and the fca, until they 
came to two fquare towers, tolerably llrong ; in 
in which were two knights, father and fon, of the 
name of Strande, A good farm of fine fields of 
grafs, with a country-houfe, was hard by, which 
was inftantly burnt and the towers attacked. Se- 
veral feats of arms were performed, and many- of 
the Scots wounded by arrow3 «id ftoiics 4 hvii the 

tower^i 
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towers were at length taken by (torm, and die 
knights within thcnij who had valiantly defended 
themfelyes as long as they had been able* 

After the conqueft of thcfc two towen^ the 
Scots and French came before a very ftrong caftle 
in another part of the country^ which is called 
Werly ♦ : it belonged to fir John Mountague. 
Sir John Luflebourne was the governor for hinij 
and had in it his wife^ children and all his family i • 
lor he had been informed that the Scots and 
French were advancing that way. , He had^ in 
coniequence^ fully provided the place with men at 
arms and artillery^ to the utmoft of his power, in 
expcAadon of the attack* 

The army foon came and encamped before 
Werly, fituated on a handfome river which runs 
XQto the Tweed below it. There was one grand 
aflault on this caftle, where the French behaved 
much more valiantly thap the Scots; for they 
pfoiled the ditches, though with much difficulty i 
and, havbg fixed their ladders, many gallant 
deeds were done, for the French afcended to the 
battlements, and there fought hand to hand and 
dagger to dagger with the garrifon. 
. Sir John Luflieboutne fliewed himfelf a good 
knigltf and powerful in arms, by engaging the 
French knights as th^y mounted the ladders. 
At this attack a German knight, called fir Al- 
bens Gaftelain was flain, which was a pity ^ many* 
^ethers were killed and wounded. The enemy, 
however, were fo wmerous,^ and the attack fb 

^ •Werly. Q;. if not Warlu 

£ 4 often 
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ofttn renewed^ tha( die cafUe was uk«n^ and di9 
Jtnight, hi$ wife and children who were within it. 
The French who firft entered made iipwards of 
forty prilfoners : the c^ftle was then burnt and de-r*^ 
ftrojredj lor they faw they could not keep nor guarc| 
% being ib far advanced \r\ England, 

After the capture of this caftle, and of fir Johii 
X^ufTebourne^ the admiral and barons of France and 
• Scotland maixrhed towards Amith ^^ the eftate of 
the lotxl Percy, and quartered themfelves al^ aroun^ 
It. They deftroyed feveral villages, zpd nmrchtd 
as far as Boyl t> ^ handfome and ftrong caftie oni 
|he rea-cQaft> beloi^iag to the earl of ^Torthumr 
berland : they did not atoeck it, for diey knew 
they fiiouki lofe their labour, but continued their 
inarch to half-way between Berwick and NewcaWer 
l^n-Tyne, where they learnt that die Dukc of Lan- 
tafter, the estrls of Northumberland and Notsting** 
J|am, the Jord Neville, with the barcms of Aa- 
counties of Northumberland, York and Purham» 
Were haftening with a large force to m^ettfeenoj. 

The admiral ^nd barons of France were mucl| 
Relighted 4tthis imelligcnce, for they were ^^fiiKXit 
of an engagement ; but the Scots were of \ con-* 
^ary opinion, and advifed a retreiM: towards Soot- 
land, on account of their Aores, ^nd to have theit 

'* ' ' ■■ ■ .11 K ■ I t ^ ■■■I . . .I . , , ,,illlll- . — »III«»B 

- f Amith. Q^AlBwick. 

f Boi|l. Q;^ if not Cornbill. 

X Mr. Redpach> in his Border (Sftfxry* gives a ver^ Ao^ 
account indeed of this expedition^ and of thefe places : ii#, 
a^ds,---< It IS faid, they took and deftroyed the cafUes of Wark^ 

f>>rnKt11 anr^ Fnid.* 
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they amounted to full forty thoui&nd lances^ withouf; 
counting thofe of the Duke of Lancafteri the earl 
of Northumberland^ the earl of Nottingham, the 
lord Lucy, the lord Neville, and other barons of 
the marches, who were in purfuit of the French, 
and Scots,' to the nimiber of two thouTand lances 
and fifteen hundred archers. The king, and the 
lords who attended him:^ had full fifty thoufand^ 
archers, without including the varlets. He haf- 
fened fo much the march of his army, afttr the 
duke of Lancafter, that he arrived in the comtty: 
about York ; for he had had intelligence on ih^ 
road that there was to be an engagement between 
his men and the Scots in Northumberland ; and 
for this reafon he had made ^ much hafte zs pof-< 
fible. The king lodged at St. John de Brindk*j, 
beyond the city of York, b the county of Dur- 
ham, where news was brought him that the Scots 
had returned to their own country. The army 
therefore quartered themfelves in the county of 
Northumberland* I will relate 'an accident that 
happened in the Englifh army, which cauied a 
mortal hatred between different lords. 

f St. Joha de Brinelle. Q;, if not Bvraley. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

SIR JOHN HOLLAND RILLS LORD RALPH STAF" 
FORD.-— TH£ EARL OF STAFFORD DEMAND^ 
JUSTICE FROM THE KING. 

^T^HE king of England was quartered in the 
■* country round Bcvcrky, in the diocefe ci 
York, with numbers of earls> barons^ and knights 
of his reakn ; for every one tried to be lodged as 
near him as poflible^ more efpecially his two 
uncles. Sir Thomas Holland, earl of Kent, and 
jir John Holland, earl of Huntington, his bro* 
thers, were alfo there with a handfome company 
of men at arms. 

With the king was a knight from Bohemia, who 
had come to pay a vifit to the queen ; and, out 
of affedion to her, the king and barons fhewed 
him every attention. This knight was gay and 
Jiandfome in the German ftile, and his name was 
fir Meles. It liappened one afternoon that two 
fquires attached to fir John Holland quarrelled in 
the fields of a village near. Beverley, for the 
lodgings of fir Meles, and followed him, to his 
great diiplcafure, with much abufe. At this mo- 
ment two archers belonging to lord Ralph Staf^ 
ford came thither, who took up the quarrel of 
fir Meles becaufe he was a fi:ranger : they blamed 
the fquires for their language, and added : ^ You 
h^vc ufcd this knight very ill by thus quarrelling 

with 
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with him, for you know he is attached to the 
queen and from her country: you would have 
done better to have aflifte4 him than to aft thus/ 
• * Indeed!' replied one of ^e fquircs to the 
archer who had firft fpoken, ^ thou vilUnous 
knave, thou wanteft to intermeddle : what is it ta 
thee if I laugh at his follies?' ^ What i$ it to 
me !' ^fwercd the vcher, ^ it copccfjiS SSif 
enough, for he i3 the companion cf xay maftcj^ 
and J will never remain cjuiet and fee or hear him 
aibufed.* ' If I thought, knave,* fetd <;he fq\)irC|, 
^ thou wou}dft aid him againft me^ I vfovl^ diruft 
my fword through thy body/ As he uttered 
thcfc words, h? jmade a^ ^Jtempt to ftrikc bim ; 
the archer dr^ w back, and having his hovjf (t|dy 
bent, with a good arrow, let fly and fhot hvtk 
through the body and h?art, fo that ht ftfH dowt^ 
dead. The other fquire, wheh he faw Hs comr 
panion fall, ran away. Sir Mcles had bj^fbrc rc-t 
turned to his lodgin^^^ and the two archers wen|; 
to their lord and related to him wh^t had hap:^ 
pened. Lord Ralph, when he .had heard th^ 
whole, faid, ^ You have behaved yeiy ill.' * By 
iny troth,' replied the archer^, ' I could ppt havft 
lifted othcrwjfc, if I had not wifhed to have hfitVk 
Icilled myfelf, and I had much rather he fhould die 
than that I Ihould/ ' Well/ faid lord RaJph, ' go, 
imd get out of fight, that thou mayftjiotbe fognd.; 
) will negociate thy pardon with fir John Hollanc^ 
cither through my lord and father, or by foti>e 
other means.* The archer replied^ * jic woul4 
checrfiiUy obey ^im/ 

News 



News was carried to fir John Hollted^ thit cm 
l>f lord Ralph StaflTord's archers had murdered hit 
fWourite fquirei and that it had happened 
through the fault of the foreign knight, fir Meles# 
^ir John> on hearing it^ was like a madman^ andi 
iaid he would neither eat nor drink until ho had 
revenged it. He ini^antly mounted his horfe^ 
ordering his men to do the fame, though it was 
now Very late, and, having gained the fieidsi hd 
inquired for the lodgings of fii^ Meles : he was 
told that he was lodged at the rear-guard with th(i 
carl d'Euurcnieres* and the earl of Statfbrd, and 
with their people. Sir John Holland todk that 
raadj riding up and down to find fir Meles. As 
be was thus riding along a very narrow lane, hQ 
met the lord Ralph Stafford ; but, being nighty 
they could not diflinguilh each other. He called 
out, * Who comes here V He was anfwered, * t 
am Stafford s' ' And I am Holland.' Then fir 
John added, ' Stafford, I was inquiring after you. 
Thy fervants have murdered my fquire, whom I 
loved fo much/ On faying this, he drew his 
(word and ftruck lord Ralph fuch a blow as 
felled hin^ dead, which was a great pity. Sir 
John continued his road, but knew not then that 
he had killed him, though he was well aware he 
had ftrucken him down. The fervants of the 
lord Ralph were exceedingly wrath, as was na« 
cural> on feeing their mafler dead : they began to 
c?ry out, * Holland, you have murdered the fon of 
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* Esrl d'Euureaieres. (^ £arl of Dcronfliirc. 
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Ae carl of Stafiiird : heavy will this news be to fie 
&th*r when he Ihall know it/ 

Some of the attendants of fir John HoUand^ 
hearing thefe words, faid to their mailer, * My 
lord you have flain the lord Ralj5h Stafford.' * Be 
it (b,' replied fir John. * I had rather have put 
him to death than one of lefs rank ; for by this I 
have the better revenged the lofs of my fquirc.* 
Sir John haftened to Beverley, to take advantage 
of the fanftuary of St. John's church, whither he 
went, and did not quit the fanftuary j for he weH 
knew he fliould have much trouble in the army 
from the afFedlion it bore lord Ralph, and he was 
uncertain what his brother the king of England 
irould fay to it. To avoid, therefore, all thefe 
perils, he fhut himfelf up in the fanftuary. 

News was carried to the earl of Stafford, that 
his fon had been unfortunately killed. The earl 
afked, who had done it. They told him, * Sir 
John Holland, the king's brother,' and related 
why and wherefore. You may fuppofe, that the 
£ither^ having only one beloved fon, who was ^ 
young, handfome, and accompKfhed knight, was 
beyond mcafure enraged. He fent for att his 
friends, to have their advice how he ought to aft 
to revenge this lofs. The wifeft and moft tcmpe- 
iBte did all they couH to calm him, adding, that 
on the morrow the faft fhould be laid before the 
king, and he fhould be requu*ed to fee law and 
juftice put in force. 

Thus paffcd the night. In the morning, the 
lord Ralph ^tafigrd was buried in the church of a 
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Village near the fpot where he fell: he vm at- 
tended by all the barons, knights and fquires re<*' 
Jated to him that were in the army.' After the 
funeraU the earl of Stafford, with full fixty of 
his own relationi, and others conne&ed with his 
Ion, mounted dieir horfes, and went to the king, 
who had already received information of this un- 
fortunate event. They found the king attended 
by his uncles and many knights. When the eari' 
approached, he cafl himfelf on his knees, and 
chics fpoke with tears and anguifh of heart : ^ Thou 
art king of all England, and haft folemnly fwom to 
maintain the realm in its rights, and to do juftice. 
Thou art well acquainted how thy brother, without 
the flighteft reafon, has murdered my fon and heir. 
I dierefore come and demand juftice : otherwife 
thou wilt not Jhave a worfe enemy than me. I 
tnvSt likewife inform thee, my Ton's death affcAs 
me fo bitterly, that if I were not fearful of break- 
ing up this expedition by the trouble and c6n- 
^ifionl (hould make in the army, and the de- 
fe£t:ions it would caufc, by my honour, it (hould 
be revenged in fo fevcre a manner that it (hould 
be talked of in England a hundred years to come* 
For the prcfent however, and during this expe- 
dition to Scotland, I (hall not think of it ; for I 
Kke not that the Scots be rejoiced at the mifery of 
the earl of Stafford.* ♦ 



* . Hie earl of SufFord, in the 9th Ric. II. made a pilgrim- 
af^c to Jerufalem^ protnbly on the lofs of his fo2i« and died the 
eofuing yt^, oa his return^ at Rhodes. 
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"The king replied i * Be aflurecl, I inyielf Triil 
do juftice, and punifh the crime more levercljlt 
than the barons would venture to do ; and never 
for any brother will I aft otherwifc/ 

The earl of Stafford and his ri^lations anfwcredj 
* Sir, you have well fpokcn, and Wc thank you.' 
Thus were the relations of lord Ralph StaffbhJ ap^ 
peafedi He performed the expedition to Scotland^ 
as I fhall relate to you j and^ during that whole tinr^j, 
the earl of Stafford feemed to have forgotten the 
death of his fon, in which conduft: all the barona 
thought he Ihewed great wifdom* 



CHAP. XIV; 

The king Cf England destroys TrfE abbbV 

f 

or MELROSE IN SCOTLAND. THE BARONS 

OF FRANCE AND • SCOTLAND INVADt CUM- 
BERLAND* 

• 

'TpHE army of the king of England, tvhich 
confifted of fcven thoufund men at arms and 
(ixty thoufand archers, kept advancing : none had 
remained behind, for it had been (Confidently i^* 
ported through ErTgland that fir John dc Viennc. 
would give them battle. Indeed, fuch wcfc his. 
intentions, and he had in a manner told this ta 
the barons of Scotland, when he laid, — * My 
lords, make your army as confiderable ^s you can % 
for, if the Englifh come as far as Scotland, I will 
offer them combat.' The Scots replied, * God 
aflift us 1' but they afterwards changed their mind. 

The 



The king ao4 HU vmy advanced beyond Dur^ 
ham, Nfwcaftk-on-Xyn^j and through Northum- 
hcrlaAd to Btfrwick, of which fir Matdxew: Red- 
man waa governor. He received him widi all 
due re^isft ; but the Hipg di4 nt)t ftay there long : 
he CQ|itinucd hin m^rch, apd t^c whole army cro%d 
the rivet Tweed, which comes from Roxburgh 
and the siountains in Northymbertand, and took 
up hia iju^era in the abbiey of Melrofe. This 
monaft^y, in aU the preceding wars of England 
and Scotland^ had been fpared, but it was now 
burnt and drftroyed ; ipr it l^vad been determinied 
by the Englifh to ruin every thing in Scotlap4 ^^" 
fore they returned hoiq^, becaufe tl^ Scots |ia4 
^lied themielve^ widi the French. 

The adttiiral of Francej on ^^^'ning that the 
king of England and hi^ arqay had crofTed die 
Tyne an^ Tweed, and were noyf at Lambir taw, 
f^id to tl^e Scottiflx borons, * Why do we remain 
here, and not reconnoitre our enemies to fight 
them ? You told us, before we came into this 
country, that if you had a thoufapd, or there- 
abouts, of good men at arms from France, you 
would be fufficiendy ftrong to combat the Englifli. 
I will warrant you have now a thoufand, if not 
more, and five hundred crofs-bows; and I mud 
tell you, that the knights and fqulres who have 
accompanied me are determined men at arms, the 
flower of knighthood, who will not fly, but abide 
the event, fuch as God may plcafc to order it/ 

The barons of Scotland, who well krjew the 

ftrength of the Englifh army, and had not any 
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defirc of mccring it, anfwcrcd, — ' Faith, my lord, 
we are convinced that you and your companions 
are men of valour, and to be depended on j but 
we underftand that all England is on its march to 
Scotland, and the Englilh were neVcr in fuch force 
a^ at prefent. We will conduft you to a place 
from whence you may view and confider them ; 
and if, after this, you fhould advife a battle, wc 
will not refufe it, for what you have repeated as 
having been faid by us is true.' * By God, then* 
faid the admiral, * I will have a battle.* 

Not long afterwards, the carl of Douglas and 
the other Scots barons carried the admiral of 
France to a high mountain, at the bottom of wluch 
was a pafs through which the Englilh would be 
forced to march with their baggage. From this 
mountain, where the admiral was itationed, with 
many of the French knights, they clearly few the 
Englifh army, and cftimated it, as nearly as they 
could, at fix thoufand men at arms, fixty thoufand 
archers and (lout varlcts. They allowed they were 
not in fufficient force to meet them in batdc, for 
the Scots were not more than one thoufand lances, 
with about thirty thoufand others badly armed* 
The admiral faid to the earls of Douglas and 
Moray, — ' You were in the right in not wifhing 
to fight the Englifti i but let us confider what muft 
be done, for they are numerous enough to over- 
run your whole country and ruin it. Since wc are 
not able to combat them, I requeft you will lead 
us by unfrequented roads into England, and let 
us carry the war into their own country, as riicy 

have 
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have done here, if fuch an cntcrprifc may ht 
praAicable/ The barons told him, it was very 
pradicable. 

Sir John de Vienne and the Scots barons re- 
fblved in council, to quit that part of the coun- 
try and fufFer the Englilh to aA as they pleafed 
in it, and to make an inroad on Cumberland, 
iiear Carlifle, where they fhould find a plentiful 
country, and amply revenge themfelves. This 
refohitign was adopted. They marched their 
men in an oppofite direction to the Engliih, 
through forefts and over mountains, and laid, 
wafte the whole country on their line, burning 
ibwns, villages and houfes. The inhabitants of 
Scotland carried their provifipns to their re- 
treats in the forefts, where they knew the Engliih 
would never feck for them. The Scots barons 
marched haftily through their own country j and 
the ^king, not being well enough in health to ac- 
company them, retired into the highlands, where 
he remained during the war, and left his fubjeAs 
to aft as well as they could. The French and 
Scots pafied the mountains which divide Cumber* 
land from Scotland, and entered England, when 
they began to burn the country and villages, and 
to commit great devaflations on the lands of Mow- 
bray, belonging to the earl of Nottingham, on 
thofe of the earl of Stafford, as well as on the 
lands of the baron of Grifop* and of the lord Muf- 
grave, and then continued their march to Carlifle. 

• Grifop. Q^ GreyftoCke. 
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CHAP. XV. 

t 

THE KINO OF JENOLAND DESTROYS £i)INBtJROH>, 
AND GREAT fART OF SCOTLAND. -*- THE 
FRENCH AND SCOTS DO THE SAME ON THE 
BORDERS AND IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 

"fl/HILE the admiral of France and thofe with 
^T him, fuch as the count dc Grand Pre, the 
lord de Sainte Croix, fir GeofFry dc. Chamy, fir 
William de Breune, fir James de Boenne, the lords 
dc Peigny, de Hees, de Marncl, fir Valcran de 
Rayneval, the baron d'lvry, the baron de Fon- 
taines, the lord de Croy, fir Braque de Bracque- 
rftont, the lord de Lendury^ amounting to a thou- 
fand lances at lead, of barons and knights of 
France, with the lords of Scodand and their army, 
were thus overruilning the northern parts of Eng- 
land, burning and deftroying the towns, houfes 
and country ; the king of EAgland, with his uncles, 
barons and knights, had entered Scodand, wafting 
the country as they advanced. The Engliifh had 
quartered themfclves at Edinburgh, where the 
king remained for five days* On their departure, 
every thing was completely burnt to the ground 
except the caft:le, which was very ftrong and well 
guarded. 

During the refidence of king Richard at Edin- 
burgh, the Englifli overran the whole country in 
the neighbourhood, and did great mifchief i but 
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they found none of die inhabittnts, for they had 
retreated into forts and thick forefts^ whither they 
had driven all their catde. In the king's army 
there were upwards of one hundred dioufand men, 
and as many horfes : of courfe^ great qnandtics 
of provifion were wanted ; but> aar diey found 
none in Scodand^ nuuiy ftores followed them fix)m 
JEngkmd biy {ea and land- 
When the king and his lords left Edinburgh 
tbff went to Dunfermline^ a toleraUy handfomc 
towBf where is a large and fair abbey of blade 
JOlQfiks^ in which the kings of Scotland ha^e been 
accuftomcdto be buried.* The king was lodged 
in tbe sbbcj, but after his dq>arture the army 
ittzed it^and burnt both that aiid the town« They, 
tmtdi^ towards Stirling and croBStd the river 
Tay \ iHiich runs by Perdu They mnde a gnind 
^ttacl; o|i the cafik of Sdrling, but did not con- 
4|iief Ht ^^|ii4 1^ ^ number of their men tolled and 
wouB4ed : they then maidied away9 burning the 
^0Wi| i|nd At lands of the lord de Verfy* 

The intemioa of the duke of Lancafter and of 
fns fafoAeiSj^ as well as of feveral knights and 
^fiares^ ^^as to lay wafte all Scodand, and then 
purfiie d^ Frefich and Scots, (for they had had 
inlarmadim of dietr march to Carlifle) and by this 
means indofe diem between England and Scot- 
iand^ fo that they Ihould have fuch advantage 



* There is a miilake in geography here> for the Tay does 
notrnn near the road to Stirling. I (hould fdppofe he mu& 
mean the Forth. • 
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over them/ not one would return, but all fiiould 
be flain/or made prifoners. In the mean timcy. 
their army overran the country at their plcafufc, 
for none Ventured to oppofe them, the kingdom 
being void of defence, as the men at arms had aU 
followed the admiral of France. . The £i^li(h 
burnt the town of Perth, which is on the banks 
of the Tay, and has a good harbour, from whence 
veffers may fail to all parts of the world. Thfey 
afterwards burnt Dundee, juid the Engliih fparcd 
neither monafteries nor churches, but put all to 
rfire and flame. The light troops of the £i)glifli> 
and the van-guard, advanced as far as the cicjr of 
Bredane *, which is fituated on the fca, at the 
entrance into the highlands, but they did no harm 
(ok, though the inhabitants were exceedingly 
alarmed, fuppofing they ihould . be attacked, and 
that the king (^England was coming. 

Juft in the lame nxanner as the Englifli con- 
duced thethfelves in Scotland, dkl the French and 
Scots in Cumberland, and on the borders of Eng- 
land^ where they burnt and deftroyed. large tiafts 
of country. They entered Weflmoreland, paffihg 
through the lands of Greyftock, and of the baron 
CliflFord, and burnt on their march feveral large vil* 
Ugcs where no men at arms had before been. They 
met with no oppofition, as the country was drained^ 
for. all men ^t arms were with the king in hi^ 
expedition. They came kt * length before Car- 
lifle, which . is well . inclofed with walls, towers. 



• Bredaac. (^Aberdeen. 
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gates and ditches : king Arthur formerly refided 
here more than clfewherc, on account of the fine 
woods which furround it, and for the grand 
adventures of arms which had happened near 
it*. 

There were in the city of Carlifle, fir Lewis 
Clifford, brother to fir William Neville, fir 
Thomas Mufgrave and his fon, David Hollgrave> 
the earl of Angus, and feveral others from that 
neighbourhood; for Carlifle is the capital of that 
part of the country, and it was fortunate to have 
fiich men to defend it. When the admiral of 
pQuice and his army arrived, he made a very 
fevere attack with ordnance, which lafted fome 
time, - but there were within thofe capable of 
tmking a good defence, fo that many handfbme 
feats of arms were performed before Carlifle. 

^ Froifiut miftakcK this place, probably, for Carllon. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

THE EARL OF SUFFOLK PREVENTS THE KINO OT 
ENGLAND FRO^ PITRSUIITO THE TRENCH KND 
SCOTS WHO HAD INVAD«D ENGLANjE>.«*->rH% 
lETlGLISH ARMY RETURN HOME TkE SA1WE WAV 
THEY HAD ENTERED SCOTLAND.a^Tll»E HlENCK 
AND SCOTS RETURN IN A SIMIi^AR MAfrNJER. 

^T^HE Icing's tmoks and ^hc othet hMrds fap^ 
-^ pofed the admiral of Prance and the Scots 
^biild continue dieir mafch, and that t&ey iWMild 
do as mucli mifchicf as they could ^iti tine bordets 
aiid iii Cumberland. They thcrefoi^ th0uigte;ibbe9' 
could not do better, when their ftones were lAl 
arrived, -than to follow their line -of marefc witil 
they fhbuld overtake and tight theih ^ f6t^ as they 
could not any way efcape, they muft be attacked 
to a difadvantage. Of this opinion was the duke 
of Lancafter, his brothers, feveral of the nobles 
of the realm, and the greater part of the army. 
Their ftpres were now all arrived by fea or land, 
and the king had, in the prefence of his uncles, 
ordered this plan to be adopted. But in one 
night, Michael de la Pole, earl of Suffolk i who 
at that time was the heart and fole council of the 
king, and in whom he placed his whole confidence, 
undid the whole bufinefs. I know not what his 
intentions were for fo doing ; but I heard after- 
wards, he Ihould fay to the king, — ' Ah, ah my 
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Icmii what are you ^inkii^ ef ? You intend then 
tofoikfw die fim your ^cks kave derifed. Kfiow^ 
€hac if you de (a, you wiU M^er return^ ioit the 
tii&e o( LancsAef wiAies foriiothkig more eftrnciUy 
ijnm your death> that he m^y be king. How 
cd<dd he <dare udvife your encoring fuch a countr|r 
4n th^ winter i I would recommend you fkct to 
crois €he Cufttberlahd mountaitis, Where are thirty 
^aflfcs ib narrow^ that if once you be inclofed 
widftn diemi you will run into the gtrateft danger 
from the Scots. Never engage in iuch a {perilous 
^xp6dkion> whirtever they may fay to you j and if 
the dvkt of Lancaiter be fo defirous to go thither, 
kt him^ with that divifion of the army 'Ui^der his 
cMimand : for never^ with my confent> Iball you 
undertfl^e it. You have done enough for one 
time : neither your father, nor your grandfather 
Bdwiard, have been fo far in Scotland as you have 
-fktw been. This, I fay, Ihoidd fatisfy you. Trice 
Ksarc itf your own perfoh, you arc young aiid pro- 
mifing ; and there ai^ thofe who pf ofefs much, but 
#ho little love you.' 

Thefe words ipade fo ftrong an imprcffibn on 
the king, he could never get them out of his head> 
as I Ihall hereafter relate. On the morrow-mom*- 
ing, when the lords of England Were prcp)aring 
for their inarch towards Carlifle, in fearch of the 
French, and to fight with them, as had been re- 
iciivtd in council the preceding night, the duke a[ 
Lancafter waited on the king, ignorant of what 
had paffed between his nephew and lord Soffblk. 
When the king few him, being pe^ilh and chole*- 
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tic from the preceding convcrfarion, he faid, 
harlhtyi — ^ Uncle, uncle of Lancafter, you fhaU not 
yet fucceed in your plans. Do you think that, for 
.your fine fjpeeches, we will madly ruin ourfelves ? 
I wai no longer put my faith in yoii nor in your 
councils, foi I fee in them more lofs dian profit^ 
both in regard to your own honour and tx> that ef 
our people : therefore, if you be defirous of under- 
taking this march, which you have advifcd, do 
fo, but I will not, for I Ihall return to England, 
and all thpfe who love me will follow me/ 

' And I will follow you,' replied the didce of 
Ltocafter ; ' for there is not a man in your com- 
pany who loves you fo well as I do, and my bro- 
thers alfo: Should any other perfon, excepting 
yourfelf, dare fay the contrary, or that I wifh other- 
wife than well to you and to your people, I will 
throw him my glove.* No anfwer was made by 
any one. The king was filent on the fubje^l. He 
taHy fpoke to thofe who ferved him, on different 
matters, and then gave orders for returning to 
England by the way they had come; The duke 
left the king quite melancholy, and went to make 
other preparations 5 for he had concluded diey 
were to purfue the French and Scots who had ad- 
vanced beyond the borders ; but, as this was alter- 
ed, they took thedireft road to England. 

Thus did the earl of Suffolk, who governed 
the king, break up this expedition. Some lords 
faid, the king had been badly advifed, not to pur- 
fue the Scots, as they had all their ftorcs wttb 
them, and it w^s ftill in their way home. Odicrs, 
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afraid of the difficulties, faid that, confidering all 
thingSt as well the quantity of provifion neceflaiy 
for fo large an army, as the banlfhips they would 
be expofed to in the winter feafon, when eroding 
the Cumberland mountains, they might lofe more 
than they could gain. 

^ Thus were affairs managed. The Englifh army 
. returned, with the king and barons, . by the way 
they hid entered Scotland, but not before they had 
deiboyed the greater part of that country. 

News was brought to the admiral of France that 
the Engblh wtre retreating homeward. They 
called a council to determine how to aft, when it 
was refolved that, as their provifion began to fail, 
ithey would return to Scodand, for they were now 
in a poor country, having ruined all round Car- 
lifle. and the lands of lord Clifford, lord Mow- 
bray and the biftiop of Carlifle i but the city of 
Carlifle they could not conquer. The French faid 
among themfclves, they had burnt in the bifhop- 
ricks of Durham and Carlifle more than the value 
of all the towns in the kingdom of Scotland. 

The French and Scots marched back the way 
they had come. When arrived in the lowlands, 
they found the whole country ruined; but the 
people of the country made light of it, faying, 
that with fix or eight flakes they would foon have 
new houfes, and find cattle enow for provifion : for * 
the Scots had driven them for fecurity to the fo- 
rcfls. You mufl, however, know, that whatever 
the French wanted to buy, they were made to pay 
very dear for; and it was fortunate the French 

and 
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und Scot) did not quarrel with each other feri^- 
oully, as €herc were frequent rbts on account of 
provifion. Th<^ Scots f»d9 the French had done 
them more mifchief than the Engliih i and when 
afked^ * In what manner ?' they replied, * by ridiag 
through their corn, oats and bartey> on their 
march, which they trod undet fi>ot, not coode- 
fcending to follow the ro^jds, for which damages 
they would have a recompenfe before they left 
Scotland ; and they fhould neither find veflel nor 
mariner who would dare to put taiea without their 
permiifion/ Many knights and i^nres eomplain« 
ed of the timber they had cut down, and of the 
#afte they had committed tct lodge themfelves. 
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CHAP. XVIL 



THE SCOTS TREAT THE AOMIllAi. OF f RANCfi^ 
AND HIS MEN VERY HARS«LV.--^TH£Y R£« 
TURN TO FRANCE* 

'lI/vHEN the admir^, with his barons^ ktugfats 
~ " and fquires, were returned to the ndglv- 
bourhood of Edinburgh^ they fufiered naruch fron^ 
famiAC) as they could fcarcely procure provifion 
for theic money. They had but litde wkie, beer, 
barley, bread or oats : their hories, therefore, 
pcriihed from hunger, or were ruined through 

fatigue ', 
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farigue; and, when they wiOied to difpoife of 
them, they could not find a purchafer who would 
give them a groat either for their horfes or houf- 
ings. 

Thefe lords remonftrated with their commander 
on the manner in which they were treated, a cin* 
cumftance well known to himfelf. They fatd, 
' they could not longer endure fuch difficulties, 
for Scodand was not a country to encamp in during 
the winters and that, if they were to remain the 
enfinng fummer^ they (hould foon die of poverty. 
If they were to fprcad thcmfelvcs over the country, 
to better their conditbn, they were doubtfiil if the 
Scots, who had fo villaiioufly treated their foragers, 
would not murder them in their beds, when they 
ifaould be divided.' 

The admiral, having fully weighed what they 
faid, faw clearly they were juftificd in thus re- 
monftrating: notwithstanding, he had intentiom 
of wintering there, and of fending an account of 
his fituation to the king of France and duke of 
Burgundy, who, as the admiral imagined, would 
haftcn to him reinforcements of (lores, provifion 
and money, with which, in the courfe of the fum- 
mer, he would be enabled to carry on ah advan- 
tageous war againft the Englifh. But having con- 
iidered how ill intentioned the Scots were, and the 
danger his men were in, as well as himfelf, he gave 
permiffion for all who chofe to depart. But how 
to depart was the difficulty, for the barons couki 
not obtain any veflels for themfdves and men. 
The Scots were willing that a few poor knights 

who 
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ivho had no great command fhoul4 leave the 
country, that they might the eafier govern the 
reft. They told the barons of France * that their 
dependants, when they pleafed, might depart, but 
that they themfelves Ihould not quit the country 
until they had made fatisfadbion for the fums that 
had been expended for the ufe of their army/ 

This declaration was very difagreeablc to fir 
John de Viennc and the other French barons. 
The carls of Douglas and Moray, who pretended 
to be exafperated at the harlh condudt of their 
countrymen, remonftrated with them, that they 
did not aft becoming men at arms, nor as friends 
to the kingdom of France, by this behaviour to 
its knights : and that henceforward no Scots 
knight would dare to fet his foot in France. Thefc 
two earls, who were friendly enough to the French 
barons, pointed out the probable effed their con- 
4pft would have on their vafTals ; but fome re- 
plied, * Do diffemble with them, for you have loft 
as much as we.' They therefore told the admiral, 
they could not do any thing for him : and, if they 
were fo anxious about quitting Scotland, they muft 
confent to make good their damages. 

The admiral feeing nothing better could be 
done, and unwilling to lofe all, for he found him- 
fclf vtry uncomfortable, furrounded by the fea, 
and the Scots of a very favage difpofition, ac- 
ceded to their propofals, and had proclaimed 
through the realm, that all thofe whom his peo^ 
pie hgd injured^ and who could fhew jud caufe for 
amends being made them, fhould bring their de- 
mands 
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mahds to the admiral of France, when they would 
be fully paid. This proclamation fofccned the 
minds of the people : and the admiral took every 
debt on himfelfj declaring, he would never leave 
the country until every thing were completely paid 
and fadsfied. 

Upon this many knights and fquires obtained a 
paflage to France, and returned through Flanders, 
or wherever thev could land, famiflied, and without 
arms or horfes, curiing Scotland, and the hour they 
had fet foot there. They faid they had never fuf- 
fered fo much in any expedidon, and wiihed the 
king of France would make a truce with the Eng* 
lifh for two or three years, , and then march to 
Scotland and utterly deftroy it : for never had they 
feen fuch wicked people, nor fuch ignorant hypo- 
crites and traitors. 

The admiral wrote to the king of France and 
duke of Burgundy, by thofc who firft returned, a 
&11 ftate of his fituation, and how the Scots had 
a&ed towards bim : that if they wi(hed to have 
him back, they muft fend him the full amount 
he had ^engaged to pay the Scots, and for which he 
had bounden him&lf to the knights ^d fquires of 
Scotland : for the Scots had declared, that they 
had at this time made war for the king of France 
and not for themfelves; and that the damages 
which the French had committed muft be fatis* 
ficd before they would be allowed to return, which 
he had promlfed and fworn to perform to the ba- 
rons of Scotland. 

It 
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tt was incumbent en the king oi France^ tha 
duke of Burgundy and their cpuncik, to iredeem 
the admiral, for they had fent hin\ thithcjr. They 
had the money inftantly paii^d, and depofited ia 
the town of Bruges, fa that the whole demand of 
the Scots was paid to their fatisfa£bion« The ad- 
miral left Scotland when he had thus amicably 
fettled matters, for otherwife he could not ^vc 
done it ; and, taking leave of the king, who was 
in the highlands,' and of the earls of Douglas and 
Moray, was attended by them to the fea fhore. 
He embarked at Edinburgh, and, having a favour* 
able wind, landed at Sluys in Flanders. Somg of 
his knights and fquires did not follow the fame 
road, as they were defirous of feeing other coun^ 
tries befide Scotland^ and went inp difllerent parts i 
but the greater number returned ta France, and 
were fo poor they knew not how to remount 
thcmfelves : Specially thofe frpm Burgundy, Cham- 
pagne, Bar and Lorraine, who feized the labour- 
ing horfes \^erever they found them in the 
fields. 

The. young king of France, and the duke of 
Burgundy, feafted the admiral fplendidly on his 
return, as was but juft. They made many in- 
quiries refpedting the fituation of the king and ba^ 
rons of Scotland. He told thf.ni ^ the Scots would 
naturally incline to the Englilh, for they were 
/ealotis of foreigners : and added, that as God 
may help him, he would rather be count of Savoy 
of of Artois, or fome fuch country, than king of 
Scotland : that he had feen the whole force of that 

country 
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Qountiy aflcmbled together^ as the Scots had ^^^ * 
fured him, but there were never more than five 
himdred knights and fquires togcther> and about 
thirty thoufand other men, who would be unable 
to withftand the Englifh archers, or a thoufand men ^ 
at arms.* The admiral was afked, * if he had 
fccn the Englifli army.' He replied, he had; 
' tor when I faw the manner in which the Scots fled 
from die Englifh, I requeued they would lead 
me to a place whence I might fee and conflder 
them. They did fo, and I faw them pafs through 
a defile, to the amount of fixty thoufand archers^ 
and fix or feven thoufand men at arms. The Scott 
faidj ' that this was the whole ftrength of England^ 
for none had remained behind.' 

The company paufed a little, and faid^ ' Sixty 

thoufand archers and fix or feven thoufand men ac 

arms is a great force.' ' They may be as many as 

that,' faid the conftable of France; * but I would 

rather combat the whole of them in their own 

country than one half on this fide the water, for 

this was the dodrine my mafter taught me in my 

youth.* ' By my faith, conflable,' replied fir John 

de Viennc, * if you had been there with a good 

command of men at arms and Genoefe, as I pro* 

pofed, and as it was agreed on when I undertook 

this expedition, we would have engaged them 

when in Scotland, or deftroyed them from want 

of provifion.' 

In this manner did the conflable and admiral 

conyerfe, which dkcited a great defire in the duke 

of Burgundy to make a powerful invafionof Eng- 
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Itnd. We will now for & wltile lekve th^ih, tMS 
rieturn to tHe afl^rs of Flandbrs. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

THE STATE OF FLANDERS.— TWO HONEST BUR- 
CESSES OF GHENT N^EGOTlATE SECRETLY A 
PEACE WITH THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, WITH 
THE ASSSI^T OF FRANCIS AtREMEN. 

TN truth, the diike of Bui^gundy had a ftrortg de- 
* fitte to undertake a grand expedition againft 
England in the enfuihg fummer of i j86, and did 
all he cotdd to urge the king of France to conftnt 
to it. On the other hand, the eonftable of France, 
who in his youth had been educated in England, 
and was a knight of gallant enterprife and much 
beloved iti France, advifcd it ftrongly, as did-iir 
Gity de la Trimouiile and the admiral of France. 
The (Juke of Berry was it this time in Poitou, and 
iti the upper parts bf Uhtoufin, ignorant of thefi; 
councils and this intend^ expedition. The duke 
of' Burgundy was the greateft pcrfonage in France, 
nf5ttthc king: he had many defigns, and knew 
that, as long as the war continued in Flanders, 
the intafion of England could not take place : 
he was therefore much foftened, and more in- 
clined to enter into a treaty with the town of 
Ghehti for they had allied themfelves with the 
kiag'of England, who had fcnt tliiiher a knight. 

Called 



catted the brd fiourchierj to advrife and govern 
them. 

Tkc citizens of Ghent were alfo de(irous of 
peace; for they had fuffered fo much from the 
war di^t the richeft and principal perfons of the 
town were no longer matters of their property : k 
was at the command of a few wicked ibldiers^ who 
governed them at their pleafure : the wifeft fere- 
faw that this could not laft long without their be- 
ing entUely ruined. When they were talking over 
their affairs among themfelves^ fome wondered they 
had been thus long kept together in unity ; but others 
knew, that unity to have been the tffcQ: of forc^^ akid 
more 'through fear than love, for Peter du Bois" 
would not defift from his wickednefs, and none* 
dared before him to fpeak of peace or of trtat^ 
ing : the moment he heard of any one thus talk- 
ing, he was inftantly arretted, however refpcAable 
he itnight be, and put to death. 

TIm war, which Ghent had carried on againtt its 
lord the earl Lewis of Flanders and the duke of 
Burgundy, had lafted aear feven years; and it 
would be melancholy to relate all the various un- 
fortuned events which it had caufcd. Turks, Sa- 
racens and Pagans would have been forrowful on 
hearing Aem, for all commerce by fea was ruined. 
The fea-coatts from eaft to wett, and all the north^ 
fuffered from it ; for in truth the riches and mer- 
chandife of fcventeen kingdoms were fent to Sluys, 
and. the whole was unftiipped at Damme or Bruges.* 
Now confider, that if thefe dittant countries . fuf- 
fered, ftill nKWc bitterly mutt diofe nearer have 
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felt It. No means of peace could J>c imigihcd. 
It was firft thought on by the grace of God and 
divine infpiration, an<f^ by the prayers of devout 
people to the Lord, who, at their requeft, opened 
his cars, and took pity on the poor people of 
Flanders. 

I will detail how a peace was made between them 
and the duke of Burgundy, as minutely as I have 
before related the caufe of the war, which Origi- 
nated in the hatreds of Gilbert Mathew, John Lyon 
and their accomplices, and I fhall beg you will 
have the goodnefs to attend to me. 

At the time I am now fpeaking of, the lord 
Bourchier govered the city of Ghent for the king 
of England, and Peter du Bois afTifted him in 
maintaining his authority, and retaining the aficc- 
tions of the wicked. 

There were fevcral prudent men that were dif- 
gufted with fuch diflenfions, and who had fufFered 
much from them : they dared not open themfelvcs 
to each otlier but in fccret, for if Peter du Bois 
heard that any perfon was defirous of peace, he 
was put to death without mercy, in like manner as 
he and Philip von Artavcld had flain fir Symon 
Bete and fir Gilbert Gcnte, and latterly, in order 
to frighten the town of Ghent, they had deftroyed 
many of the inhabitants. 

When Francis Atremen Ifed been driven from 
the town of Pammc by the king of France, whb, 
having totally burnt and deftroyed the Quatrc 
Mefticrs, was returned to France, as it has been 
before related, the principal perfons of Ghent fup- 

pofed 
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pofed the king would, the cnfuing liimmcr, re- 
turn before that town with a very powerful army. 
Peter du Bois and thofe of his party were unwilling 
to believe it, adding, they fhould be very glad to 
fee the king come thither, for they had formed 
fuch ftrong alliances with the king of England as 
to be certain of afliftance. At-this thnc, there wcjc 
in Ghent t^vo valiant men, of good life and con- 
verfation, of moderate birth and fortune, neither 
of the higheft nor of the richeft, who were very 
much vexed -at this war againft its natural lord the 
duke of Burgundy, but were afraid openly to de- 
clare their fentimcnts, from the examples which 
had been made by Peter du Bois, One of them 
was a mariner i the other the piQft confiderable 
butcher in the market^ called James 4' Ardembourg. 
By thefe two men w^s the bufm^fs firft brought 
about. In addition to them, I muft include a 
worthy knight of Flanders, named fir John d'EUe, 
a prudent, intelligent man, who interefted himfelf 
much in this affair; but, if it had not been 
through the means of the two aforementioned 
perfons, he would not have interfered in it^ fb hap- 
pily ; nor, as it may eafily be believed, could all 
the knights of Flanders have Ibcceeded. 

This fir John d'Elle was much beloved by inany 
in the town Ghent, and he went in and out at hii 
pleafure without being fufpefted by any one, At 
the begmning he was afraid of talking either 
about war or peace ; nor would he h^v^ pv?r done 
fo, if it had not been previoufly meptiojied by 
Roger de Cremin and James d'Ardembourg, and 
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I will tell you how it happened. Thcfc two were 
ihueh difpleafed at the continued troubles in 
Flanders, infomuch that they converfcd together 
oh the fubjeft> when koger faid to James, * Who- 
ever could interfere between this our native town 
of Ghent, which is fo much oppreflfed, and the 
duke of Burgundy our natural lord, would do a 
deed of great charity, and acquire by it grace 
from God and praife from men ; for the differences 
and confufion which are /o unbecoming would 
by this means be put an end to.' 

'You fpcak truly, Roger,* replied James; 
' but it will be a difficult and dangerous thing to 
do, on account of Peter du Bois : no one dares 
talk of peace from fear of him, for if he knew of 
iti thofe who had meddled in the bulinefs would 
inflantly be put to death.* * What!' faid Roger, 
' fhall things then remain always as they arc ? 
There muft be an end to it.' * Tell me how,* 
anfwered James, ' and I will cheerfully liften to 
you.' Roger replied, ' You are. the principal 
butcher in the market, the richeft and moft. re - 
fjpefted : you can talk fecretly and boldly with 
your moft confidential friends and brethren in trade i 
and, when you fhall find they underftand you^ 
by degrees you can di'aw them more forward. I 
on the other hand, who am a mariner, and well be- 
loved by all fuch fort of people, whofe courage I 
know, and who hate the war, for they have loft 
much by it, will remonllrate with fome of them 
on the fubjeft, and they will induce others to in- 
cline the fame way: when we fhall have gained 
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^fe two tisa<lfa> wlfick 4m qiWCi!OW..aiid 
pDwcrSaii the 6ch{!r iradcj^ i^d honcft people wiip 
mik for peace wiU ^in u$.* • Very, ^^v ^^ 
James; ^ I wiU finind my people: dp yoi^ tl^ 
£ime by yours/ 

Each of dseai pe^rnaed bi^ prQmife ; and tbey 
di&ODi&d fo pruckii^y wi^t^ cbeir friends on thp 
fub^v thatf through the gr^e pf the Holy Spiril^ 
James d' Ardemboui-g fqm^ alJt hi$^ b^ptbpr butcbfcrs 
wen mclineii to. hh wa^ of tbinkimg* ^^ ^9&^k ^ 
die cither hand^ mth, hisi e^oK^vencej ^bl^ught ^ 
marioars, who were aoxlous 19 regiiQi d^ piM^ 
they kid been i^ loQg deprhr^ o4 to the iame 
opinioHc When th^if tw(> hpneft men w^e cox^- 
verfing on die buli^efti ^ffd ha4 Ihewa b9W dq- 
fiyouA diey ha4 iound ^Hfiif peo|^le to o^MA peacc{, 
diey- &id» ' We wmt a proper perfon to reprefent 
our iieuMon to the dui^ of l^tfgurKiyV ^odii^ 
ftaody thmght of Qr John d'E^ej on wI^qi ijbpy 
determined to mU^ aa be Was^ dien in 1^. ij^ni^^. 
This tbey didt and loyaUy told hm di^i^ i^ole 
fi!cret» feyinf, * Sir JohA» we:bave focffcduaUy 
worked on our breebrcn of die trade, they ^ 
all eager for peaces but m copditipii that my 
lord of BuiTgundy will engage to pardoa eveiy 
one, and keep to vs our ancient privil^ge^, fqr 
which we can fliew iealed eb^ers/ Sir J^ re- 
plied, ' You lay well, and I wiU qbetl^y 9^gQ^ 
tiate the matter between yov*' 

The knight waited on the Duke of Burguqd^, 
who at the time wa3 in Fr^^e with the ki^gi and 
related tci bim aU be bad bfsrd* He, ^imffi'' 
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ftrated fo well the advantages of the bufinefsi that 
the dttke willingly liftened to his prop^alsi In 
truth, he was defirous of peace with Ghent, on 
account of the intended expedition which he 
wifhed the king to make againfl England. , His 
own council advifed it, as did fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille, fir John de Vienne, and alfo the conftable 
of France and the lord de Coucy. He therefore 
told die knight he would aflent to the terms pro«- 
pofed, and that he might return with his aniwer 
to thofe who had fent him. The duke inquired 
if Fraiicis Atrcmen had been prefent when this 
matter was brought forward : he faid, * No^ my 
lord : he is governor of the caftle of Gaure j and 
I know not if thofe who have fent me would like 
*fie ihould be made acquainted with the bufinefs/ 
^ Tell them,* anfwered the duke, * to fpeak to him 
boldly on the fubjcft : he will not do any thing in 
oppofition, for I underftand he moft eameftly 
wiihes tto make- his peace with me/ 

The knight returned to Ghent with this good 
MwSy with which they were well pleafed. He 
Aen went to the caftle of G^ure to Francis Atr«- 
men, when he opened the whole matter to him, 
but under fecrecy • Francis, haying paufed a little, 
replied gaily, — ^ Since my lord of Burgundy is 
willing to pardon every thing, and to fecure to 
the town of Ghent its privileges, I will no longer 
be a rebel, but endeavour by all means to obtain 
tpj peace.' 

The knight left Francis Atrcmen in Gaure, and 
returned to the duke of Burgundy in France with 
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the accauiit hcfw matters ftood. The duke heard 
him with pkafurcj and wrote very amicable ktters 
to tbofe of Ghent, fealed with his feal, and on 
this iffue of the treaty the knight went back to 
Flanders and to Ghent, but he did not cany 
thither hi3 letters ; he, however, gave fuch af- 
furances to Roger Cremin and James d'Axdem<^ 
bourg. duu: he had them to prodnce, as to lead 
then) to Gonfider the affair as good as concluded. 
Now, cofifider what great peril thefe men and di^ 
knight were in i for, if the lord Bourchier or Peter 
du Bois had known of it, their lives would have 
p^id the forfeit* 
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CHAP- XIX. 

THE TWO CITIZENS FIX ON A DAY TO ASSEMBLE 
THEIR FRIENDS, TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR 
fiLAN.— -All GHENT ARE UNANIMOUS FOR 
PEACE, NOTWITHSTANDING THE ATTEMPTS 
TO PREVENT IT BY THE GOVERNOR FOR THE 
KING OF ENGLAND AND PETER DU BOli. 

T3 OGER Cremin and James d'Ardembourg, by - 
•*■ • whom the whole bufinefs was managed, faid to 
fir John d'Elle 5 ' Come hither on Thurfday morning 
exa£Uy at nine o'clock, and bring my lord x)t 
Burgundy's letters with you : we will (hew them> 
if we fuccced in our intentions, tQ thp common^ 
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alty of Ghent, and have them ptMkifi^9A% hf 
which means they will put greater CMfldcnce m 
them, for, at the time we mention, wc fiiail ^ 
matters of the town, or dead men/ Sir John 
replied, he would do as they had faid, wkei% their 
couneil brdce up, and fir John left the town tx> con* 
fider how he was to aft. 

Thefe two citizens were very aftiv« to coaspleie 
their plans, and conftantly bufy with their pfiAciMtl 
fupporters the deans of guilds. By their afliduity, 
they had gwned over the greater number ef the 
populace i and it was ordered that, at eight o^dodt 
OH Thurfday, they (hould quit their houies^ d^ 
banner of Flanders difplaycd before them> and 
Ihout, * Flanders for the Lion ! the lord of the 
country grants peace to the good town of Ghent, 
and pardon to all evil-minded perfons.' 

This bufmefs could not be carried on fo fecrcdy 

but that Peter du Bois knew of it ; the moment he 

had the information, he went to the lord Bonrdiicr, 

who was governor in chief for the king c^ Sng^ 

land, and faid to him,-~^ My lord, Roger Cramin 

and James d'Ardembourg intend affembUngthe 

inhabitants to-morrow morning, at e^fbt oU:lock> 

in the market-place with the banner of Flinders in 

their hands, and are to fhout out through the 

Areets, ^ Flanders for d\e Lion ! the kuti of jjie 

country grants peace and pardon to the good to#n 

of Ghent for all mifdemeanours.' What are «e 

now to do ? The king of England will no longer 

be obeyed in this town, if we be not befeniiaiid 

with themi and drive them out of our tenitoriest' 
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< How ihatt wc do this?* replied the lord Bour- 
chicF. Peter faidj ' We muft tflfemUe all out 
people to-morrow morning in the town-houfej 
whenj after we have armed them, we will march 
through the town» crying out alfo^ ^ Flanders for 
the lion! the king of England for the country^ 
and lord of the town of Ghent.' Whea we hav/e 
got to the market-place, thofe who are our friends 
wiU: join us, and then we will kill all traitors and 
rebek/ ' Be it fo/ anfwered lord Bourchier ; 
' you have well imagined it, and it (hall be done.' 

God was wondrous kind to thefe two honed citi- 
ztmi f^ ttkty had intelligence given them of the 
arrangement juft mentioned. On hearing it, they 
were not difmayed, but in the evening vifited their 
friends the deacons, and faid to them,*— ^ We had 
fished to be in the market-place to-morrow at eight, 
but we now muft change it to ieven o'clock.' This 
they did to break the meafures of Peter du Boil, 
who was on the watch with forty others, and aU 
agreed to change the hour. 

On THurfday morning, the lord Bourchier with 
fixty of his mfcn went to the town-haufe. Peter du 
Bois came thither with his forty, when they all 
arnied a^d put themfelves in good array. 

Roger Cremin and James d'Ardembourg afTem'* 
blod their friends at the place they had fixed on, 
when the greater part of thofe who had been deans 
of guilcls joined them. They then difplayed the 
bamier of the earl, began their march through the 
town, fliouting the cry before mentioned. Thole 
th^t heard it^ aqd &w the^ deacons of their trades 

and^ 



and the banner of the earl, mixed with their com- 
panions and followed the banner as faft as poffi- 
blc. They arrived at the market-place on the 
point of feven o'clock, where having halted^ and 
placed the banner of the earl before diem, they 
were continually joined by crowds of people> 
who drew up among them. 

New% was carried to lord Bourchier and Ptier du 
Bois, who were in the town-houfe muftering^ Acff 
men, that Roger Cremin and James d'Anfcm* 
bourg had taken poffeffion of the market-place: . 
On hearing this, they marched out with the bmier 
of England difplayed ; and, as they advanced, 
they fhbuted their cry. In this manner they ar- 
rived in the market-place, and drew up oppofite 
- to the others, waiting for more to join them ; but 
very few did fo, for they went to thofe who ha4 
the earl's banner, infbmuch that Roger and Janies 
had eighty from every hundred men who came 
thither. The market-place was full of men. at 
arms, who kept filent, eyeing each other. 

Peter du Bois was thunderftruck when he per- 
ceived that the deans of guilds, with their men, 
bad united with Roger Cremin and James d*Ar- 
dembourg, and began to fear for his Kfe : for be 
-faw that thofe who had been ufed to follow him 
jiow avoided him. He therefore quietly got out of 
'the crowd, and went to hide himfelf for fear of |)«- 
ing killed. 

Roger Cremin and James d'Ardembourg find- 
ing, from appearances, that almoft all the inha- 
bitants had put riiemfelves under their banner^ we^c 
' much 



ninch rejoiced, and with rcafon, for they th^rt wtH 
knew things were in a good train, and that the peo« 
|5le would keep peace with their lord. They ad- 
vanced, with a large detachment of their men, 
leaving the main body behind, with the banner of 
Flanders carried before . them, * towards the lord 
Bourchier and the Englifh, who did not think 
their- lives very fccure. Roger halted oppofite 
to lord Bouchier, and faid, ' What have you done 
with Peter du Bois ? We wifti to know your in- 
tentioms, and whether you are friends or enemies ?* 
The knight replied, that he imagined Peter du 
Bois was there ; but, when he found he was gone, 
iaid — * I know not what is become of him: I 
thought he had been with me ; for my part I 
fliaiB be fteady to die king of England, who is 
my right natural lord, and who has fcnt me hi- 
ther, at your own cntreades, if you will be pleafed 
td remember it. ' ^ That is true,' they anfwered ; 
* for, if the good town of Ghent had not fent for 
you, we would have put you to death ; but in 
honour to the king of England, who has or- 
. dered you hither at our requeft, neither you nor 
your men Ihall run the fmalleft rifk. We will 
fave you from all danger, and conduft you, or 
have y(Hi conduced, as far as. the town of Calais. 
Retire now, therefore, peaceably to your houfes, 
without ftirring thence for any thing you may fee 
or hear, as we are determined to have for our 
lord the duke of Burgundy, and no longer to carry 
on the war/ 

The knight was much pleafed with this fpecch, 

and 
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and iaidj-*-*^ My fair firs and good friends^ jSqcc 
it may not be otherwife^ God aflift you ! and I 
thank you for the offers you make mc/ 
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CHAP. XX. 

SIR JOHN D^fiLLE BRINGS LETTERS PATBN.r OK 
PSACE A^O PARDON TO THE MEN OF Gf»NT, 
FROM THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY 4— THI3 PEACE 
IS CONFIRMED AT TOURNAY, BY OTHER LI- 
TERS PATENT ON EACH SID^. 

'npHE lord Bourchicr and his men qmedy left 
"•^ the market-place, and thofp of Ghent who 
had been with him, flyly dipt away to hide thcni- 
felves, or mixed with the others, under their 
banner. 

Shortly afterwards, fir John d'EUe entered the 
town and rode to the market-place, bringing with 
him letters patent, couched in fair language, and 
properly fcaled, from the duke of Burgundy to the 
town of Ghent, which were publicly read and fliewn 
to alU and gave universal fatisfaftion. Francis 
Atremen was now fcnt for from the caftlc of GaUre, 
who inftandy came, and agreed to the whole of 
the treaty, faying, ' it was well done/ 

Sir John d'EUe now returned to the duke of 
Burgundy, who was with hisduchefs at Airas : he 
relatr^XQ him aU that had pafied at. Ghent; that 

Peter 






Brtrr<iir BoitibiiiiJoft aU power «riieM^' ahd jnnooMb 
pirobablf kaveixto IdUcd bad'he been .ftund } that 

Francis Atremen had behaved gftllantiy stnd lofaUjT 
is^reipc^t fx>. the peace. . The duke w^ tmjch 
pleafed with a}l this, and figned a truce to Jaft 
until the. firfl: day of January ; and ordered a da^r 
to be fixed on, in the mean time, for conferences 
to Ifee holden at Tournay, to confirm the peace, 
^itb thefe pa^rs properly fealed and fignedi the 
knight returned to Ghent ; which gave fuch joy to 
wcrjr tme, js plainly Ihcwcd peace was the unani- 

XIKH18 Wifll. 

The lord Bounchier, the Engliih, and Peter du 
Bob, ftill remained in Ghent, but nothing was done 
s^inft them. Peter du Bois continued in peace, 
bccauie he<had ^orn he would never more inter&ee 
in.^anf war with the good people of Ghent againit 
their kmlrthe duke of Burgundy. He was, how- 
ever, fttuch: affifted in this peril by Francis Atre- 
men, who had ipoken handfomely for him to the 
inhabitants ; and for this reafon Peter remained ua» 
molefted: bcfides, they knew that Peter had only 
held iimilar opinions to their own, and that he was 
a good and loyal captain. 

During the truce which had been made between 
the duke of Burgundy and the town of Ghent, they 
eleftcd thofe who were to attend the conference at 
Toumay. Francis Atremen was chofen as princi- 
pal, bccaufe he was well mannered, of good dif- 
poiidons, and acquainted with the lords he was to 
^reat with: Roger Cremin and James d'Ardem- 
bpurg were clcfted with him. They arrived at 

^ Tournay 



Tothtiay during tkeoftave of St AttditWi efcotted- 
by fifty horfe, and lodged altogether at the Salmon 
ton, in the ftrect of St* Brice, 

The duke and duchefs of Burgundy, with 
madame dc NeVers, their daughter, came thither 
on the fifth day of December, and entered Toumay 
by the gate of Lille *, The Ghent men inftantiy rode 
out CO meet them, on handfome horfes : they did 
not difmount, but, bare-headed, faluted the duke 
and the ladies; 

The duke pafled haftily through the town, to 
meet the duchefs of Brabant, who came tl^t fame 
day, and entered it by the Mechlin gate : ihe was 
lodged at the bifhop's palace. The conferences 
now began, relative to the treaty which . the 
duke had granted to Ghent, Sir John d'EUe at- 
tended them, as he. had, with much difficulty, 
brought this bufinefs to an end between the two 
parties. At laft, at the entreaties of the duchefs 
of Burgundy and madame de Nevers, the duke 
pardoned every thing ; and peace was proclaimed, 
after it had been drawn out and fealed by both 
parties, in manner following. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

THE TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN DUKE PHILIP 
OF BURGUNDY^ EARL OF FLANDERS, IN RIGHT 
OF HIS WIFE, WITH THE TOWN OF GHENT AND 
ITS ALLIES. 

pHILIP of France, duke of Burgundy, earl of 
'^ Flanders «nd Artois, palatine of Burgundy, 
lord of Salins, count of Rethcl and lord of Mtchlin„ 
with Margaret, duchefs anid councefs of the 
countries aforcfaid, to all whom thefc prefcnts 
fliall come, greeting : be it known, that our well- 
betoved fubjefts, the fheriffs, deacons, council 
and commonalty, of our good town of Ghent, 
having humbly fupplicated our lord, the king, and 
lis, to have mercy upon them, and that our faid 
lord together with us having had compaflfion on 
by them, by other letters than thefe prefcnt, and for 
the reafons contained in them, have pardoned and 
forgiven all mifdemeanours and offences committed 
them, our fubjefts of Ghent ; and have fully con • 
firmed all their faid cuftoms, privileges and fran- 
chifcs, provided they place themfelvcs wholly under 
the obedience of our faid lord and us. Which grace 
and pardon the aforcfaid fubjcfts of Ghent and 
their allies have very humbly received from oiir 
faid lord and u^, by their letters and ambafladoi;^, 
which they have fefit to our faid lord and us, being 
it Tournay, and have renounced all wars and dif- 
VoL. VII. H putcs, 
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putcs, being returned moft heartily to their obe- 
dience, to the faid lord and us, promifing hence- 
forward to be good friends and loyal fubjefbs to 
our faid lord the king, as to their fovereign lord, 
and to us as their natural lord, in right of Margaret,, 
our wife,. l)eing their natural lady and heirefs.. For 
which caufe our faid lord and ourfel ves, have re- 
ceived our faid fubjcfts of Ghent and their allies 
into our favour, and have granted them letters of 
remiffion for all offences, fmgly and abfolurcly^ 
with the reftitution of all their franchifes and priir 
yilcg^s,. as will be more fully apparent in thefc ouc 
letters. After which grace and remiffion, our faid 
fubjefts of our gpod town of Ghent,, having made 
feveral fupplications which we have received,, and 
have had maturely confidered by our cqiincil, and 
they according with the common good of the 
country^ in order to put a final end to all diflen- 
tions, from our love and favour to our good fub- 
jefts, have ordered as follows,, in regard to thefe 
faid fupplications: 

Firft,* with regard to their requeft, diat we 
would confirm the privileges of Courtray, Oude- 
narde, Grammont, Meule, Dendremonde, Ruflel^ 
monde. Aloft, Ath, Arclo, Breuillcs, Deynfc,^ 
and the jurifdi<a:ions of thefe towns in the low 
countries. We order the inhabitants of thefc faid 
towns to wait on us with their faid privileges ;. and^ 
after examination of them by our council,, we will 
fo aft, that our faid fubjefts of Ghept, and the 
other good towns, fhall be fatisfied therewith : and 
fliould any of the faid privileges be loft or acci^- 

, dentally 
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dentallf dcftroyed, after ftrid enquiry made on the 
fubjed, we will provide accordingly^ as it has been 
before mentioned. 

Item^— as to their requefts concerning com* 
inerce» we confent that it have free courfe through 
our country of Flanders^ on paying the ufual 
duties* 

Itcm> — (hould any of their frienijji or allies be • 
hereafter arretted in any foreign country, on ac- 
ipount of the late difturbances, we will have them 
fent home in fafety. We likewife confent, that if 
any of them be thus arretted, we will affitt and 
defend them to the utmott of our power, as good 
lords ihould do to loyal fubjefts. 

Item,*^we are willing that all prifoners of their 
party, fuppofing them to have agreed for their 
ranfom, (hall have their liberty, on paying the 
ftipulated fum and other reafonable expences ; pro- 
vided, hbwever, that if any of the faid prifoners, 
their relations or friends, hold any fortreifes againft 
us, fuch be firtt given up : and on like terms fhall 
thbfe attached to us, and confined by our fubje£ts 
of Ghent or their allies be fet at liberty. 

Item,— out of our abundant goodnefs we have 
ordered, and by thefe prcfents do order, that all 
thofe who may have been baniihed from our good 
towns of Bruges, Yprcs or other places, on ac- 
count of thefe diflentions, as well as thofe who 
may have been banifticd by law and juttice from 
our good town of Ghent, or who may have volqn* 
tarily abfcnted themfelves^ be rettored, fo that they 
may return to the faid towns and refide j provided 

H 2 thofe 
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thofe whd haye held for the party t>f Ghent b^ in 
like manner reftored to their different towns^ or 
country, and when they re -enter- the tovwrw to 
which they are reftorcd> they make oath before 
our officers in the town of Ghent, and fv/car to 
kee]^ the peace in fuch towns, and not commit any 
damage either in a public or private manner on any 
of the inhabit|nts. In the like manner will thofe 
fwear who (hall re-enter Ghent% 

Item,— ^all thofe who may return to our towh of 
Ghent, with their allies and other inhabitants^, wil! 
be obedient to our faid lord and to us, and will 
promptly ' put themfelves under our obedience-. 
With regard to thofe who may now be abfentj 
they fhall be reftored^ in time hereaftet to be 
fpecified, to their fiefs, houfes, lands and inherit 
tances, m whatever place they may be> notwith- 
ftanding any mifchiefs they may have done dunog, 
and on account of thefe difturbances, in aa full a 
manner as they enjoyed them previou9 to^ that 
period. 

Item,— ifliould any of the inhabitants of the faid 
town of Ghent, or their allies, be in Brabant, 
Hainauk, Holland, Zealand, Cambrefis, 6r in 
the bifhoprick of Liege, and fhould they, within 
two months after the publication of this peace, 
put themftlves under the obedience of our faid 
lord and us, and furthermore take fuch oaths as 
Ihall be hereafter declared before us, or before 
thofe whom we ihay appoint to receive them, they 
(hall fiilly enjoy all the before- mentioned pardons 
and graces. And thofe who may be in England, 

Frifc- 
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Frifdand or Germany, (hoiild thqy, mihin foul 
months as aforefaid, put themfcives uncter our 
obedience, fhall enjoy the like privileges. If iuch 
as may be beyond fea at Rome, or ^ Su Jago dc 
Compoftella, fhould, within one year from tl>f. 
publication of the peace, without fraud, t^c thci 
oaths aforefaid, they fhall partake of the fame pri- 
vileges, and in like manner all thofe baniOicd by 
judgment of law, or fuch perfons as may have vo-* 
luntarily abfented themfelves on account of the 
diflentions ; (hall be reftored to their fiefs, houfes, 
lands and inheritances, according to their ieveral 
claims. 

Icem^-^^with regard to moveable property, 
which may have been taken on both fides, no 
rcftitution ihall be made, but each party remain 
acquitted to each other; unlefs, indeed, reflitu- 
tbns be made, to difcharge the confcienccs of 
thofe who may have taken fuch things.' 

Item,— thofe now in pofleflion of the houfe« 
which are to be reftored, as well on one fide as on 
the other, (hall not carry away any fixture what- 
ever i and fuch houfes fliall be reftored with all their 
appurtenances and rents which may then be due j 
and henceforward all rents and profits fhall be col- 
fefted peaceably by thofe to v/hom they legally 
belong. 

Item,— it having been reported to us, that 
fomc of our fubjedts of Ghent or their allies, 
have done homage for fiefs which they hold, to 
other lords than to thofe to whom they legally ap- 
pertain, and by fuch means have forfeited their 

H 3 fiefs. 
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fiefs, notwithftanding which, we will, out of oup 
grace, that fuch fiefs remain to them, on perform- 
ing homage to us, for what had been ours^ and of 
our vaflals holding from us ; and we acknowledge^ 
out of our cfpecial favour, any leafes or recog- 
nifances as legal between the prefent parties, ~ 

Item, — Our faid fubjefts of Ghent, the fhe- 
rifis, deacons, council, commonalty and fhcjr al- 
lies, by our orders, and their own free-will, hav- 
ing renounced all alliances, oaths^ obligations, a£b 
and homages, which they, or any of them, may 
have done to the king of England, to his com- 
miffibners, deputies or ofiicers, or to others w|io 
may not be in the good pleafure of our faid lord 
or of us, do now make oath that from hence- 
forward they will be good and loyal fubjcfts to 
our faid lord, and to his fucceflbrs, the kings of 
France, as well as to uj j and will perform fuch 
fcrvices to us and to our fucceflbrs, as good aind 
loyal fubjefts are boundcn to do to their lord 
or lady, to defend their pcrfons, honour, inhe- 
ritances and rights, and prevent all who may en- 
deavour to invade them, by giving direft infor- 
mation to our officers, faving always their own 
righta and privileges, 

Item,-T-that our fubjefts of our good town of 
Gh^nt may remain always in peace, and under the 
obedience of our faid lord the king and us, as 
well as of our heirs, the earls of Flanders our fiic- 
ceflbrs, and that all difturbances which may in fii- 
tyre arifc be prevented, we will that all thefeaforc- 
faid articles be ftriftly maintained without any in- 
fringe- 
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iringemcHt. And we forbid our fubjcdls, howevcf 
ill they may have aded towards us in the late difr 
lentions, to venture in any way, either direftly or 
indireftly, by word or deed, to ofFcr any injury, by 
reproaches or infults, to the aforefaid men of Ghent. 

Item,— -if any one aft contrary to thefc our or- 
ders, and injure tliofe of Ghent, under pretence of 
taking our pirt, for what may have pafled during 
the late difturbances, fuch offence fliall be brought 
before the lord, and the courts to which it may be- 
Icmg; and fuch criminal aft fhall be punifhed by 
corporal punifhment and confifcation of goods, as 
Ihall in like nlanner the offences of their accom- 
plices^ abettors, and thofe who may attempt to 
conceal tbeiji, after having been convifted of in- 
fringing the peace, as well by the juflice of our of- 
ficers or of other lords, as by the laws of the coun- 
try Co whofe jurifdiftion it may more immediately 
appertain : a reafonablc fetisfaftion Ihall be made 
to the injured party, from the criminal's effcfts, and 
the furplus be paid to us, or to whatever lord has 
the right to it, faving the privileges of the towns. 

Item,— fhould any of the citizens of our fafd 
town of Ghent be banifhed from the faid town for 
fraftion of the peace ; and fuppofing that prior to 
this peace, by the privileges of the town, their 
effefts could not be confifcated j nevefthelcfs, for 
the better preferving this peace, they fhalJ, for 
fueh caufe, be confifcated, and from fuch efieft^ 
fhaH repartition be made to the party injured, as 
has been before ftated, and the refidue revert to ' 
their legal heirs, jufl as if fuch perfons were de- 
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ccafed, faving in all other refpcfts the privileges 
of our good town of Ghent: and if fuch wicked 
perfons cannot be arrefted, fo as to fuffer corporal 
puniftiment, their cfFeds (hall be confifcated m& 
aforefaid. . t 

Item,— r-if any abufive language (hall be uttered, 
and come to the ears of any of our civil officers^ 
againft this our order, we will that the perfon ut- 
tering fuch be puniflied by arbitrary fine, fo as ta 
ferve for an example to others, by the legal judges 
of fuch places before whon^ he or they (hall have 
been brought, faving the franchifes and privileges 
of thofe places. 

Item,— if any churchman be guilty of any a6lJf 
againft the faid peace, let him be transferred to 
his ordinary, to he puniflied as an infringer c^ 
the peace, according as the cafe may require. 

Item, — this fame peace fliall be publicly pro- 
claimed and pubUfhed ia the faid town of Gheotj 
and in all our other towns in Flanders. 

Item— fliould any doubts or obfcurity appear on 
the face of the faid articles of peace, we declare^ 
and will order our council to declare, that fuch 
doubts and obfcuricies, fliould any fuch ari^, Ihall 
be interpreted and explained in fuch manner as 
Ihall give fatisfadkion to the complainants. 

And we, the deans and commonalty of the towq 
of Ghent, do by thefe prefents accept for ©ur«- 
felves and for our allies thefe acts of clemency, 
pardon and grace done to us, by king Charles, 
our lord paramount, and by the aforefaid duke and 
duchefs, earl and coijntefs of Flanders, our lawful 

and 
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mni natural lords : ^ we diai^c them fiom ihe 

lx)tcoin pf our ht^ts, for thefe faid graces and 

jMUxfooa. Wc alfo fwear obedience, as good aad 

loyal Aibjefts Ibould doj^ to them, and moU guard, ta 

the utmoft of our power, thek periods and hoiiour. 

In teftioipny of which, we the diukt and doche^ 

aforefaid hav« had our Teals put to thefe ktters ^-^ 

4nd we the iherifis, deacons 4nd commonalty of the 

town <)f <jh^nt have alfo affixed the feal of the lown. 

in addition to which, we the duke and ducliefii 

aforeiaid have .untreated and do entreat our yerf 

.dear and ^ell-beloyed aunt the ducheis <^Liixem* 

bourg and Brabant, and our very dear and weU-be-« 

loved brother duke Albert of Bavaria. And we 

06, the iherifl[$, deacons and commonaky of 

Ghou, entreat the very powerful and pui0an€ 

princefs the lady duchefs of Luxembourg and 

Brabai^t, and the high and puiflant prince didce 

Albert aforefaid. And alfo we the duke and 

duchf^ls of Burgundy, and w« the iheriflfs, 

coTuicil and commonalty of Ghent, entreat the 

barons and nobles of the country of Flanders, 

hereafter named, from the good towns of Brqges, 

Ypres, the Franconate, Mechlin and Antweip^ for 

the fccurity of the peace, and aflbrance of the 

truth of the above-mentioned articles, to aSix 

their own feals, and the feals of the different 

towns, to thefe prefents. 

And we Jane, by the grace of God, duchefs of 
Luxembourg, Brabant and Linibourg ; and wc 
duke Albert of Bavaria, bailiff, regent and heir 
to the countries of Hainault^ Holland, Zealand, 
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and lordfliip of Frizeland : we William, eldcft fott 
to the earl of Natnur and lord of Slujrs j Hugh 
lord d'Antoing and warden of Ghcjnt, John lord 
de Guiftelk6 and de Harues, Henry dc Bruges, 
lord de Dixmude and de Havre, John lord dc 
Gonufeberge and de la Jentoife, Arnold dc Joufte 
lord d*Eftoumay, Philip lord d'Axalle, Louis dci 
la Hafle baftard of Flanders, Girard de Rafcnkeir 
lord de Baferode, Walter lord de Halun, Philip de 
Hamur lord d'Eque, Johii Villain, lord dc St. 
Jean d*Outre, warden of Ypres, Lewis lord dc 
Lambres knight : and we the butgomafl:ers> with 
the fheriffs of the towns of Bruges and Ypres : 
w^ Philip de Redehen and de Montferrant fherifis : 
Montfranc de Montamar knight, fheriflp of the 
Franconate, in the name of that territory, which 
has no common feal : and we, the council of the 
towns of Mechlin and Antwerp, — ^havc at the 
aforefaid requeft, for the good of the peace, and 
for the greater fecurity and truth of all the fore- 
mentioned articles, and every one of them, caufed 
to be affixed our fcals and the feals of the afore- 
laid towns to thefe prefents. — ^Executed at Toumay 
the 1 8th day of December, in the year of grace 
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CHAP. XXII. 

§ 

i^BTSR DV BOXS, AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THS 
P:KACE, RETIRIBS TO ENGLAND WITH THE 
LORD BOURCHIER^ GOVERNOR OF GHENT. 

'^^I^HEN all thcfe ordinances and treaties of 
^ ^ peace had been cngroffed and fealed, they 
were publifhed before the parties: the duke of 
Burgundy had one part, and the deputies from 
Ghent the other. Francis Atremen and the de«- 
putation with him mod humbly took leave of tbe 
duke and duchefs of Burgundy, and of the du- 
chefs of Brabant, thanking them repeatedly, and 
oflfering their fervicfcs to them for ever. 

The good lady of Brabant returned their thanks, 
and kindly entreated them firmly to maintain the 
peace, and induce others to do the fame, and de- 
fired them never to rebel againft their lord and 
lady, fot they had feen with how much difficulty 
peace had now^been brought about. They thanked 
her heartily, and the conference broke up, and 
each retired to his home. 

The duke and duchefs of Burgundy went to 
Lille, where they flaid fome time, and the depu- 
tation returned to Ghent. When Peter du Bois 
faw peace fo firmly eftablifhed that there was not 
a poffibility of any future difturbance or rebellion, 
he was greatly call down : he doubted whether to 
remain ih Ghent, confidcring that now every thing 

had 
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had been pardoned under the feal of the duke, fb 
that none were afraid, or whether to accompany 
the lord Bourchier and the Englifh to England. 
Having paid due attention to all circumftances; he 
did not think he could vcnttirc to truft hunielf 
in. Ghent. True it is, that Francis Atrcme n, 
when ,he mentioned his intentions of quitting 
Ghent, faid, ' Peter, every thing is pardoned 5 
and you know, by the treaties made and feaied 
widx my lord of Burgundy, ths^t no one can fuffer 
for what has paiTed.' 

* Francis,* replied Peter, ' real pardons do not 
always lie in letters patent : one may pardon bf 
word of mouth, and give letters to the (ame efledt^ 
but hatred may ftill lie in the heart. I am but t 
man of low birth, and little confequence in thb 
town of Ghent, and yet have done all in my pow^ 
to maintain its rights and privileges. Do you 
think, that in two or three years hence, the peo- 
ple will reniembcr it ? There are perforas of high^ 
birth in the town : Gilbert Matthew and his hre-» 
thren, who were enemies to my mafter Jphn Lyon^ 
will return, and will never view me but with tvil 
eyes j as will alfo the relations of fir Gilbert Gente 
and fir Symon Bete, who were flain by me ; never 
can I truft myfelf fafely in this town. And will 
you venture to remain among fuch traitors, who 
have broken their faith with the king o£ England ?. 
I fwear, that you yourfelf will in the end fufFer/ 

* I know not what may happen,' anfwered 
Francis j * but I have fuch faith in the treaty, and 

in 
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m the profnifcSc^iHy lord arid hlfyofBifigaratf; 
that I fhall ci^itainlf ftay hem.* 

Petf r du Bois made a fupplication to the fhcrfflS, 
cteacons, council and governors of Ghent, Tayihg, 
* My feir gcntfemcn, I have ferved the good 
to^n of Ghent to the very utmoft of my power : 
many tin»es have I hazarded my life for it: ahd 
far all thefe ferrkes the only reward I aflc is> that 
you would have ittc efcortcfd in fafety with the lord 
Bourchier, whom you have ordered to. England.* 
Thofc prefentunanimoufly complied with his wiih; 
and I muft fay, that Roger Cremin and James 
d'Ardcmbourg, by whom the peace had been 
made, were more glad chan forry at his depar- 
ture; as were likewke the principal perfons in 
Ghent, who wiflied peace and love to alL 

Peter du Bois made his preparatidns> and left 
Ghent in company with lord Bourchier and the 
Englifli* carrying with him his whole fortune -, for, 
in truth, he was well provided with gold, filver 
^nd jewels. Sir John d'EUe efcorted them, undtr 
a paflport from the duke of Burgundy, as far as 
the towa of Calais, and then returned to Ghent. 

The lord BoOrchicr and Peter du Bois made as 
much hafte as poffible to England, where he was 
prefcnted to the king and his uncles, to whom he 
related every thing which had happened in the 
affairs of Ghent, and the means by which peace 
had been concluded with the duke of Burgundy. 
The king, the duke of Lancafter and*, his brothers 
entertained him handfomdy, and were well pleafed 
that he had come to them. The king retained 

hrm 
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him in hi& ttrvici, and inftandy gave him one bun-^ 
drcd marcs yearly revenue, affigned on the wod^ 
ftaple of London.. Thus did Peter du Bois remain 
in England, and the good town of Ghent in peace* 
Roger Cremin was appointed deacon of the pilots 
of Ghent, which is a mod profitable office^ when 
commerce is uninterrupted ; and James d* Ardeitt- 
bourg was made deacon of the fmall crafb, which 
is likewife an office of great truft in the town of 
Ghent. 
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CHAP. xxra. 

FROISSART GIVES HIS REASONS POR VISlTIN<3=3 

THE COUNT DE FOIX. 

I HAVE been a confiderable time without fpeak — 
ing of the affairs of diftant countries. ThoU 
nearer home were at the moment fo frefh in m 
memory, and fo muqh more agreeable, that I hav 
delayed mentioning others. Such valiant men,., 
however, as were delirous of advancing them— 
fclves, whether in Caflille, Portugal,' Gafcony^. 
Rotiergue, Quercy, Limoufm, or in Bigorre, diet 
not remain idle, but employed themfelves under- 
hand againft each other, in the. wilh to perform 
deeds of arms that might furprife and conquer 
tpwnsa caftles or fortrefTes. And for this reafon, 

I/fir 
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^ fir John Ffioifiart^ having undertaken to inditt 
nd chronicle this hiftory, at the requeft and plea- 
re of the high and renowned prince> Guy de 
hatiUon, count of Blois^ lord of Avefnes, Beau^ 

'^ois, Eftonnehonne^ de la Geude^ my good and 
ibvereign mailer and lordj confidered in myfelf 

^diat grand deeds of arms would not fall out for a 
long fpace of time in the marches of Picardy and 
the country of Flanders^ Iince there was peace in 
thofe parts j ^d it was very rirefome to me to be idle, 
for I well know, that when the time ihall come, 
when I ihall be dead and rotten, this grand and 
noble hiflory will be in much fafhion, and all noble 
and valiant perfons will take pleafure in it, and 
gam from it augmentation of profit. Ai^^ more* 
over, fince I had, God be thanked, fenfe and 
memory, and a good colledion of all paft things, 
with a clear underftanding to conceive all the fads 
of which I ihould be informed, touching my prin- 
cipal matters, and fince I was of an age and confti* 
tution of body, and fit to encounter difficulties, I 
determined hot to delay purfuing my fubjed. And 
in order to know the truth of diflant tranfadions, 
without fending upon the enquiry any other in 
place of myfelf, I took an opportunity of vifiting 
that high and redoubted prince Gallon Phoebus 
count de Foix and de Bearn ; for I well knew, 
*|hat if I were fo fortunate as to be admitted into his 
houfehold, and to remain there in quiet, I could 
not choofe a fituation more proper to learn the 
truth of every event, as numbers of foreign knights 
and fquires affembled there from all countries, at- 
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tinned hy hh hi^ birth and g^ntilttyl tf feli out 
•juft as I had imagined. 

I told this my intcndoil fo my very renowned 
lord the count de Blois^ and alfo the journey f 
wiihed to undertake^ ^rfio gave me letters of re- 
commendation to the count de Foix. I begati my 
journey, inquiring on all fides for news, and, 
through the grace of God, continued it, without 
peril or hurt, until I arrived at the count's refi- 
dence, at Orthes in Bcarn, on St. Catherine's day 
in the year of grace ij8»8. 

The count de Foix, as foon as he few me, 
gave me a hearty welcome, adding, with a 
fmile and in good French, that he was well ac- 
quainted with me, though be had never fccn mc 
before, but he had frequently heard me fpoken of. 
He retained me in his houfchold, and, by means 
of the letters which I had brought^^ gave me foil 
liberty to aft as I pleafed as long as I fhould wifh 
to remain with him. I there learnt the greater 
part of thofc events which had h^pened in the- 
kingdoms of Caftille, Portugal, Navarre, Arragon, 
even in England, in . the Bourbonnois, and every 
thing concerning the whole of Gafcony : he hhn- 
felf, when I put any queftion to him, anfwered it 
moft readily, faymg, that the hiftory I was em- 
ployed on would in times to come be more fought 
after than any other j * becaufe,' addbd he, *^tny 
fair fir, more gallant deeds of arms have been per- 
formed within thefe laft fifty years, and more 
wonderful things have happcrifcd> than for three 
hundred years before/ 

I was 
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I WIS thus received by the count de Folx in his 
hotel, and entertained according to my pleafure. 
My wilh yi9^ to inquire after news relative to my 
hiflory, and I had at my option^ barons, knights 
and fquiresy who gave me information, as well- as 
die gallant count de Foix himfelf. I will therefore 
illufhate^ in good language, all I there learnt, to. 
add to my materials, and to give examples to thofe 
worthies who wifh to advance themfelvcs in re- 
nown. If I have heretofore dwelt on gallant deed$» 
attacks and captures, of caflles, towns and forts^ 
on hard-fought batdes and fkirmifhes, many more 
wiil now enfue ; all of whichj by God's grace, J 
will truly narrate. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



A SHORT REPETITION OF WHAT IS CONTAINED 
IN SOME OP l^HE PRECEDING CHAPTERS, FOtC 
THE BETTER UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY 
OF THE WAR BETWEEN KING JOHN OF QAS- 
TILLE AND THE BASTARD OF PORTUGAL, 
BROTHER TO THE LATE KING DON FER- 
NANDO. 

TTOU have before ieen in this hiftory*, tha^ 

'' Edmund earl of Cambridge, ion of the late 

king of England, had departed from Portugal, and 

- ' ■ — — -^ — ■ — .__.^,^^_f^,>.^.^_^ 
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embarked with his army at Lifbbn, notwithftand- 
ing he had betrothed his fon John to the lady 
Beatrice, daughter of don Fernando king of Por- 
tugal. 

The earl was difcontented with Fernando, bc- 
caufe he had remained for fifteen days encamped 
with his army before king John of CaftiUe, without 
any engagement, and had entered into a treaty with 
the Caftillians againft his opinion. This had 
greatly difpleafed him ; and, when the treaty was 
negotiating, he thus fpoke ^ * Sir king, take good 
heed what you do j for we are not come into this 
country to eat, drink and to rob, but to make war 
on this fon of a baftard who calls himfelf king of 
CaftiUe and count of Tranftamare, to conquer our 
lawful inheritance, which this John de Tranftamare 
holds and poffcfles. You well know, that by 
«iarriage with the heireffes of the kingdom of 
CaftiUe, daughters of don Pedro, who was your 
coufm-german, my brother and myfclf have the 
claims of right ; and you have pfFered to affift in 
the recovery of this kingdom (for every good lord 
ought to lean to the lawful right, and not to its 
oppofite) by your knight who here ftands, and 
whom you fcnt to England to fay, that if we would 
bring into this country two tlioufand lances and 
from two to three thoufand archers, with the aid 
. you would give us, you had great hopes that we 
mi^t regain our inheritance. I am therefore 
come hither, not indeed with as many in number 
as you wrote for ; but thofe I have are weU inclin- 
ed^ and bold enough to abide the event of a battle, 

^ if 
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if joined by your army, againft the Ibrce which 
the count de Tranftamare has at this moment : and 
we ihall be much dilTatisfied with your condu6fc if 
a batde do not take place/ 

Such were the words fpoken by the carl of 
Cambridge to the king of Portugal^ before his 
departure, who diftindly heard them ) but, never- 
thelefs, he dared not offer batde to the Caftillians^ 
although they were within fight of each other. 
There were none of his council who did not fay,— 
^ Sir, the army of the king of Caftille is at this 
moment too powerful ; and if, by accident, you 
lofc the day, you will lofe your crown, without 
any chance of recovering it : you had better, there- 
fore, endure much, than do any thing wherein is 
fuch great peril and ri(k/ 

The earl of Cambridge, finding he could not 
^in any thing, returned to Lifbon, ordered his 
vcflels to be made ready, and took leave of the 
king of Portugal. When he embarked, he would 
not leave his fon John with the king and the 
damfel that was to be his wife, but failed for Eng- 
land, leaving none behind. Such was the end of 
the Portuguefe armament at this feafon. 

The earl of Cambridge, on his arrival in Eng- 
land, reprefented to his brother, the duke of Lan- 
cafter, how the king of Portugal had adled, and 
the ftatc of that country. The duke became very 
thoughtful, for he faw that the conqueft of Caftille 
was very diftant and doubtful : befides, his nephew^ 
king Richard, had in his council thofe who were 
unfriendly to him, more efpccially the earl of 

I 2 Oxford, 



lie 

(Mhfd^ ^Rffio had die (ole management of tht 
kkig. This lord did eveiy thing in his power to 
'make a breach between the king and his uncles. 
He (aid to him» — ^ Sir, if you wifh to fupport 
your cwa uncles^ my lords of Lancafter and o(, 
Cambridge, tn their war widi Spdn^ it will coft 
you the whole revenue of Ei^and^ and thejr will 
oot at laft gain any thing. It will be more prudent 
CO keep at home men and money, than that they 
ihould be Mattered abroad without any profit to 
|FOur(elf : you had better guard and defend your 
owji inheritance^ which is invaded on aU iides 
jfeom France and Scotland, than employ your me& 
clfcwhcrc-* 

The young kiiig was well Inclined to follow this 
advice of the earl, for he loved him with^hia 
whok hea^ diey having been brou^t txp to- 
geihcr. The earl of Oxford was conneAed with 
leveral jEngliih kni^ts, and never aded without 
the advice of fk Simon BurJey, fir Robert Tre«- 
li£an, £r Nicholas Bramber, fir John Beaucfaamp, 
fir John Salisbury and fir Michael de la Pole : fir 
Thomas Trivei and fir WiBiam Elmham were 
alio mmeni amofig his advi£brs« From thefe dif- 
ferences bejtween ihe king and his tmcles, and the 
fiobles widi the commonalty, many ferious ills be^ 
(el England, as I ihall hereafi^r relals in die courfe 
«f this hiftoxy>. 

Not long after the departure of dbe earl of Cam- 
bridge j&om Portugal king Fernando fell iU, His 
dybrder^ a&ct opprelllng him widi languor for a 
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year, cauicd his death. He had no odier cktlditn 
but the queen of Spain. 

The king of Caftille received *infbnnacioo that 
the realm of Portugal was now £dkn to him» as 
the rightful fucceffor to the deceaied king. Many 
councils were holden on this occafion ; hut, when 
they QK>ke to him on the fubjeft, he replied, * The 
Portuguefe are an obftinate race: I fliall never 
^sdn them but by conqucft.' 

The Fortugueie, finding thenxfelvcs without a 
lung, took council together, and refolved to fend 
9 deputation to a baftard-^brother of king Fer« 
oando, a valiant and wife man called Denis * ; but 
he was a monk, and mafter of the order of Avis. 
They declared, they had much rather be imder 
the government of this valiant man, than of the 
king of CaAille -, for, in the eyes of God, he who 
^£ted well was no baftard. 

The grandmafter was exceedingly rejoiced on 
hearing the univerfal good will t^e four principal 
^ties in Portugal bore him i and th^ the afieftioa 
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* Froiflait miihikes one brother for another. Ptler the 

&vere had three diildren by Ines de Ca(Lro : Denis, the ddeft, 

iiras Cimfined at this time in the priToos oC Spain. John, the 

jporfon meant^in the text, was the Ton of Peter by Therefa Lau- 

wzzo, and farnamed the Father, of his Country. He was grand 

nafier of the order of Avis ; and, after the death of his brother 

Ferdinand,' was chofen king, to the prejadice of Beatrice, only 

child of Ferdinand. Pope Urban, by difpeofation, freed him 

from his religious vows in 1 3 87. He married Philippa, daogb- 

ler of John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, by Blanche of Cat* 

ttlle, by whom he had fcveral childreo.— Moreri-— ^/ Je 
Vtrifier Us Daieu 

1 3 of 
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of Lifbon and the others was fo ftrong> they were 
dcfirous of crowning him their king. He fccretly 
wrote to his friends, and went to Lifbon, which 
is the principal town in Portugal. The townfmen 
received him joyfully, and demanded, ftiould they 
crown him king, would he be good and loyal, 
and prefenre the country in its privileges ? He 
anfwered, that he would, and be the bell king 
they ever had. 

Upon this, the citizens of Lifbon wrote to thofe 
of Coimbra, Oporto and Ourique, ^ich arc the 
keys of the realm, that for their mutual advan- 
tage, they were defirous to crown king the grand- 
mafler Denis, who was wife and valiant, of good 
conduft, and brother to king Fernando ; for that 
the kingdom of Portugal could not longer remain 
without a head, as well for fear of the CafliUians, 
as of the infidels at Granada and Bugia, who bor* 
dercd on the country. 

Thefe four principal towns, and the land pro- 
prietors of Portugal, excepting a few great barons 
and knights, were inclined to favour his eleftion ; 
but fome barons faid, it was not right a baflard 
jhould be crowned king, if he were not of the 
befl difpofitions. The towns replied, that he was 
^o qualified, and that n was a cafe of necefTity, 
for they had no other choice j that he was a man 
of fenfe and of courage in arms ; that there was 
a precedent in Henry of Tranflamare, who had 
been crowned king of allCaflille, by the choice of 
the country, for its common advantages, even 
during the lifetime of don Pedro, 

The 
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The clcftion, whether the nobles would or not,^ 
cook pl^ce : and Denis was crowned king in the^ 
cathedral church of Coimbra^ with the unanimous 
conient of the commonalty of Portugal. He 
fworc to adminifter juftice honeftly, to maintain 
the people in all the rights and privileges which 
they had enjoyed from former times, and which 
they were entidcd to have preferved to them. This 
gave great fatisfafbion to all. 

When news of this was carried to the king of 
Caftille, he was wroth for two reafons : one, bc- 
caufe his queen was the legal heirefs of Portugal i 
the other, that the people had crowned a king of 
Portugal by eleftion. He therefore made this a 
pretext for war, and demanded from the town of 
Lifbon two hundred thoufand florins, which king 
Fernando had promifed him when he efpoufed his 
daughter. He fent as ambaflfadors to Porti^al 
the count de Tierme and de Rebede, and the 
bifhop of Burgos, with a grand fuite of attendants. 
When arrived at Santaren, the laft town of Cat 
tille towards Lifbon, they Tent a herald to the 
king and citizens of Lifbon, to demand paflports 
for the fecurity of their coming and returning. 
Thefe were inftantly grant^ed. The council of the 
town were aflembled to hear explained the caufe 
of their embafly : at the end of their harangue 
they faid,— ^* You Lifboners fhould properly un- 
dcrfta^d this matter, and not be furprifed if our 
king, in his. anger, demands fo large a fum from 
you, which you are bound t» pay him, fioce you 
have thought proper to give the noble crown of 

14^ Portugal 
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Portugal to a clerk> a mork and a bafhu^^ This 
aft is not to be fuffered ; for, by rightful clcfttcMi^ 
it belongs to our king, as the natur^ and true 
heir: bcfides, you have aftcd contrary to the: 
bpinion of the nobility of the kingdom: there- 
fore, he now declares by us, that you. have been 
guilty of a high mifdcmeanour, and if you do not. 
haften to make every reparation, he i$ refblvcd ta 
make war upon you/ 

^ Dort Ferdinand Gallopes de Yillafons, a noble, 
citizen and of great weight in Lilbon, thus an- 
fwercd: ' My lords, you greatly reproach us for 
Our eledtipn, but your own is. in the fame pre- 
dicament, for you have crowned in Caftille a 
baftard, the fon of a Jewefs. The faft is' tipi- 
vcrfajly known. With regard to the: juftice bf 
your elcftion, therc-is none ; for your king has no, 
right to the crown of Caftille : it belongs to the. 
daughters of don Pedro, Conftan^e and Ifabella,, 
who are married to the duke of Lancaftcr and the 
carl of Cambridge,^ to their children, and to their, 
hufbands for them. You may, therefore, depart 
when you pleafe, and tell him, that fent you, that 
our eleftion is good, and fhall be upholden ; for 
that we wilji not have any other king as long as 
the prefent one Ihall choofc to be fo. With re- 
gard to the fum of money you demand from us, 
we fay that we are no way obliged, to pay it : you. 
muft therefore call upon thofe who bound them- 
felves to the payment, and who had dl the ad- 
vantage of it/ 
The king of Portugal was not prefent at this 

aflexpbly^ 
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aflfembtjr, dio^gh he well kixew what anfwer 
people were to make. The ambalTadors from the 
king of CaftiUe^ perceiving they fhould ggin no^ 
thiag more from the Portuguefe, tocdc kave^ u 
was becoming them^ iet out and returned to Se- 
yiltej where they had left the king and his council; 
Having related all that you have juft heard to the 
king, he iummoned a council to deliberate on 
what was to be done.. It was determined to fend 
defiances to the king of Portugal and his parti- 
ians> and that the king of Caftillc had juft reaibns 
for declaring war againft them. After thefe de- 
i^ces had been fent to Portugal^ the king of 
Caftille ifTued "a ipecial fummons for railing an 
army, declaring he would lay fiege to Liibon^ and 
not depart thepce until he had gained it, for the 
infolent replies that had been made to his ambaf- 
fadors, fo that they Ihould pay dearly if they 
were obliged to fue for mercy. 

The king of Caftille advanced to Santaren with 
his whole force, that being the place of rendez- 
vous. About this period, a knight of Caftille, 
of the name of Navaret, was expelled that court i 
and, if the king in his anger had caught him, he 
would have had him beheaded. The knight, how- 
ever, had timely notice, for he had friends on the 
watch, and, quitting the kingdom of Caftille, 
came to Lifbon to the king of Portugal, who was 
much pleafcd at his arrival, retained him in his 
fervice, and made him captain of his knights. 
He afterwards did much harm to the Caftillians. 

The king of Caftille marched from Santaren 

wirii 
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with his whole army, to Lifbon, which he belieged^ 
incloHng within it the king. Thi^ fiege lafted uf>- 
wards of a year. The count de LongueviUe was 
conftable of the army, and fir Reginald de Li* 
moufin marfhal of it. This fir Reginald was a 
Limoufih knight, whom fir Bertrand du Guefclin 
had carried into Caflille during the wars of king 
Henry : he had conduced hiihfelf fo faithfully that 
the king had given him a fair eftate and a hand-i 
fome lady to his wife, by whom he had two fons, 
Reginald and Henry: he was much eileensied 
throughout Caftille for his prowefs. 

With the king of Caftille, at this fiege, were 
Daghenes Mandat, fir Digho Perfement, don Peter 
Roferment and don Marich de Verfaux *,* Portu* 
guefc, whtir had turned to the Caftillians. The 
grand matter of Calatrava, with his brother, a 
ybung knight called don Dighemeres, Peter Gouf- 
l^rt de Seville, John Radigo de Hoyex and the 
grand mafter of St. Jago. The army before Lifbon 
amounted to upwards of thirty thoufand men : 
many were the flcirriiiftics and gallant deeds of 
arms performed on each fide. 

The Caftillians knew well the king of Portugal 
would not be fupported by the nobles, for the 
commonalty had eledtcd him againft their will; 
for which reafon there were great diflcntions be- 
tween them t J and the k,ing's intentions were to 



* Thefe names are probably very much disfigured, but I aia 
nnable to reAify them. 

f i. e. The nobles and commonalty. 

conquer 
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conquer LKbon and the whole country before he 
returned, for ne afliftance, except from England:^ 
could come to them. This only he feared j buti 
having confidered that the Englifh were at a gteat 
diftance, and that the king of England and his 
uncles were not on good terms with each other, 
he carried on the fiege with fecurity. The army 
was fo plentifully fupplied with every fort of pro- 
vifion, there was not a town or market in all CaP- 
tillc where was more abundance. 

The king of Portugal remained with his {)eopIe 
in Lifbon, much at his eafe, for they could not 
be deprived of the advantage of the fea. His 
council advifcd him to fend able ambaffadors to 

m 

England, to the king and duke of Lancafter, to 
renew the alliance which 'had fubfifted between the 
king of England and his brother Ferdinand ; to 
charge the ambaffadors to afk his daughter Phi- 
lippa from the duke *of Lancafter, who would 
willingly give her to him for his queen ; to offer. 
Under the ftrongeft terms, a perpetual alliance be- 
tween the two countries, and to declare he would 
exert himfelf fo effedually, if the duke would 
come thither with two or three thoufand com- 
batants, and as many archers, that he (hould re- 
cover the kingdom of Caftille, which was his lawi 
ful inheritance. 

Two knights of his houfehold, fir John Rodri- 
guez and fir John Teftedor, with a clerk of laws 
called Marche de la Figgiere, archdeacon of Lif- 
bon, were nominated to go as ambaffadors #o 
' England. Having provided themfclvcs with all 

things 
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things ncccflary, they embarked with a favourable 
wind arid left the harbour of lifbon, ft'eering £or 
the coafts of England;. 

On the other hand> the king of Caftille^ during 
his fiegc of Lifbon, was ad vifcd to write to France 
and to Cafcony for alTiilance pf knighjt^ and 
fquires^ as the Spaniards, naturally iniagincd the 
king of Portugal would apply to !lp)ngland for fuc- 
cours to raif<? the fiege: he was not willing>. 
therefore, to be unprepared^ nor that his army 
Ibpuld not be in fufficient fltength to relift the;, 
united force of the Portuguefe and Englifh. The 
king, in confequence of this, adyice, fi^nt letters. 
and mefTepgers to many knights who were anxious, 
to difplay their courage, more particularly to thofe 
of Beam and the county of Foix ; for in thcfe 
countries were many good knights, who wifhed 
for opportunities of (hewing their love of arms^ 
but could not find them, as the count de Foix at 
this period was at peace with the count d'Ar* 
magnac. 

Thefe looked-for allies of the kings of Spain^ 
and Portugal were iiot fo foon ready, nor near at 
hand. Hoftilities ftill continued to be carried on 
in Auvergne, the Touloufain, Rouergue, and in 
the country of Bigorre. 

We will now leave the affairs of Portugal, and 
Ipeak of others. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

THE COUNT DE FOIX, AT THE ENTltEATr Of 

The prtkcess ofi* waees hemits the count 
d'armagnac sixty thousand francs OUlf 

OF HIS RANSOM OF TWO HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY THOUSAND.— THE ENGLISH GARRISON 
AT LOURDK* GOVERNS THE ADJOINING 
COUNTRY. 

"DETWEEN the county of Foix and Beam Kcs 
*^ the county of Bigorrc, which belongs to 
Prance^ and is bounded on one fide by the Tou^ 
bufain, and on the other by Commmges and 
Beam. In this county of Bigorre is fituated the 
ftrong caftle of Lourde, which has always been 
regarded as Englifh fince the country was given 
up to the king of England and the prince, as part 
x>f the ranfom for king John of France, according 
to the treaty of peace made at Bretigny near Char- 
tres, and afterwards ratified at Calais, as it has 
dready been mentioned in the former part of this 
hiftory. 

When the prince of Wales left England to take 
poffeffion of the duchy of Aquitaine, (which the 
king his father had given to him to hold as a fief 
and inheritance under him, in which were two 



* Lourde, — capital of the valley of Lavidan, in Gafcony, 
diocefe of Tarbes, near Bagncrcs. 
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arcKbifhopricks and twenty-two bifliopricks,) ac- ' 
companicd by the princefs of Wales, they rcfided 
at Bourdeaux about a yean They were entreated 
by John count d'Armagnac to come to the hand- 
fome city of Tarbes, in the county of Bigorre> to 
fee and vifit that part of the country, which the 
prince had never yet done. 

The count d'Armagnac imagined that the count 
de Foix would pay his rcfpefts to the prince and 
princefs during the time they were in Bigorre; 
and, as he was indebted to him two hundred and 
fifty thoufand francs for his ranfom,- he thought he 
would try to prevail on them to requeft the count 
de Foix to releafe him from a part, if not the 
whole of it. The count d'Armagnac managed fo 
wreli tliat the . prince ahd princefs of Wales came 
with their court, which, at that time, was very 
numerous and fplendid, into Bigorre, and fixed 
their refidence at Tarbes. 

Tarbes is a handfome town, fituated in a cham- 
paign country, among rich vineyards : there is a 
town, a city, and a caftle, all feparated from each 
Other, and inclofed with gates, walls, and towers : 
the beautiful river Lifle, which rifes in the moun- 
tains of Bcarn and Catalonia, and is as clear as 
rock-water, runs through and divides the town. 
Five leagues from thence is fituated the town of 
Morlans, in the county of Foix, at the entrance 
into Beam and under a mountain. Six leagues 
diftant from Tarbes is the town of Pau, which be- 
longs alfo to the count de Foix. Durmg the time 
the prince and princefs were at Tarbes, the count 

was 
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wa$ in his town of Pau^ erefting a handfome 
caftie adjoining to the outfkirts of the town> and 
on the river Gave. 

As foon as he was informed of the arrival of 
the prince and princefs at Tarbes, he made his 
preparations and vificed them in great ftate, ac- 
companied by upwards of Ax hundred horfe and 
fixty knights. They were much pleafed at his 
vifit, and entertained him handfomely^ as he was 
well dcferving of it, and the princefs paid him 
. the moft engaging attentions. The count d*Ar- 
magnac and the lord d'Albreth were prefent, and 
the prince was entreated to requeft the count de 
Foix to releafe the count from all, or part of what 
be was indebted to him for his ranfom. 

The prince being a prudent as well as a valiant 
man, having confidered a while, faid, he would 
not do fo, and added ; ' Count d'Armagnac, you 
were made prifoncr by fair deeds of arms, and in 
open battle : you put our coufm the count de Foix, 
his perfon and his men, to the hazard of the fight j 
and, if fortune has been favourable to him and 
adverfe to you, he ought not to fare the worfc for 
it. Neither my lord and father nor myfelf would 
have thanked you if you had entreated us to give 
back what we had honourably and fortunately won 
at the batde of Poitiers, for which we return 
thank^ to the Lord God.' 

The count d'Armagnac, pn hearing this, was 
quite thuAderftruck : and, notwithftanding he had 
failed in his expe£tadons> he made a fimilar re- 
queft to the princefs, who cheerfully entreated the 

count 
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tount dc JFoix to grant hicr a boon. ^ Md€lam>^ 
replied the count, * I am but a fmall gentleman^ 
jand an infignificant bachelor ; therefore, I cannot 
make large gifts ; but, if the boon you requeft do 
not exceed fixty thoufand francs, I grant it/ Tht 
princefs was anxious to gain the whole ; but the 
count, being a wary man, paid much attention to 
all his pergonal afiairs : befides^ he fufpeded this 
boon regarded the ranfom of the count d'Armag- 
nac : he therefore continued, ' Madam, f» a poor 
knight like me, who am building toWns and caftks, 
the gift { offer you ought to fuffice/ 

When the princefs found fhc could not gain 
more, (he faid, ^ Count de Foix, I requeft and 
entreat you would forgive the count d'Armagnac.' 
* Madam>^ anfwercd the count, * I ought to ctom- 
ply with your requeft. I have faid, that if the 
boon you folicited did not exceed lixty thoufend 
francs, I would grant it : the count d'Armagnac 
owes me two hundred and fifty thoufand, and at 
your entreaty I give you fixty thoufand of *them/ 
Thus ended the matter ; and the count d'Armag- 
nac, by the princcfs's entreaty, gained fixty thou- 
fand francs. The count de Foix, ihortly after- 
wards, returned to his own country. 

I, fir John Froifiart, make mention of all thefe 
things, becaufc when I vifited Foix and' Bcarn, I 
travelled thfough Bigorre, and made inquiry after 
all that had paflcd, and what I had not ^ heard 
before. I there learnt that the prince of Walc$> 
during his refidence at Tarbes, had a great defirc 
to fee the caftle of Lourde, three leagues diftant> 

among 
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^OQg the mpuntalos. When he had fully ex- 
aimined that caflle and country, he was much 
pkafed, as well with the ftrength of the place, as 
its fituation on the frontiers of feveral countries ^ 
for thofe of Lourde can over-run the kmgdom of 
Arragon to a great extent, and as far as Barcelona 
in Catalonia. The prince called to him a knight 
of his houfehold, named fir Peter Arnaut, of the, 
country of fiearn, who had loyally ierved him» 
and in whom he had great confidence : he was an 
expert man at arms and coufm to the count de 
Toix. ' Sir Peter,' faid the prince, ^ I nominate 
and appoint you governor and captain of Lourde, 
acki regent of the country of Bigorre : now guard 
well this caflk, fa as to give a good account of 
it to my lord and father, and to myfelf.' ' My 
lord,' replied the knight, ' that I will cheerfully 
do :' and he inftantly did homage and pledged 
bis faith, when the prince put him in pofTeflioa 
of it. ^, . 

Now, you muft know, that when the war was 
renewed between the kings of France and Eng- 
land, as has been before related, the count Guy 
de St. Pol, and fir Hugh de Chaftillon, matter of 
the crofs-bows in France, befieged and took the 
town of Abbeville, and the whole country of 
Ponthieu : about the fame time, two great barons 
of Bigorre, whofe names were fir Mamaut Bar- 
bafan and the lord d'Anchin, turned to the French 
intereftj and feized the town and cattle of Tarbes, 
for they were weakly guarded. The cattle of 
Lourde was under the command of fir Peter Ar- 
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n^my e? BfAtm, ivh^ would not ftwemfer^: oa my ; 
terms, but carried on a (harp con(?eft ftgathft: 
France. He fctit ta Upper GafcoBf and Bfitrw, 
for fome knight-advcntufcrs. to affift hi» in tlie 
war ;, and ma»y able men eame » him. Me- had 
fix captains, each of whom had fifty lances er 
mere tinder hrs command: his brother, John de 
Btarn, a gallant ftjuirc, Peter *d*Anchm de Bi- 
gwfc, brothcr-gcrman to the lord d*Anchin» who 
wottH never turn to the Flrench, Brnauton de 
Ssinte Colombe,^ Ernauton de Montagu, de S^&fie 
Bafile, and k Botn^ de Camelav. 

Theft capttttns made many excurfions into K- 
gome, the Touloufein, the Carcaffonois^, and on 
the Albigeois j for the moment they left Loufdc 
tbey were on eaemy*s ground^ which Aey over- 
rBtn to a great extent, fonactimes thirty leagues 
from their caJWc. In their march they touched 
nothing, but on their retura all things were feized,, 
and feme times they brought with them fo many 
prifoncrs, and ftich quantities of cattle,, they knew 
not how to dilpofe of, nor lodge them. They 
hid under contribution the whole country except 
the territory of the count dc Foix ; but there they 
dared rpt take a fowl without paying for it, nor 
hun any man belonging to the count, or even any 
who had his paffport y for it woukj have enraged , 
hirti fo much that they muft have been Euined. 

Thefc companions in Lourde- had the fatisfac- 
tion of over-running the whok country wherever 
they pleafed. Tarbes, which is fituated, as I haife 
(aid, hard by, w^ kept in^ great fear, and was 
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obliged to fcntcr into a compofitidn with them* 
Betwcien Tarbes and their caftlc is a large village, 
with an handlome'abHcJr, cAlted Guyors, to which 
they did much milchicf, but they alfo coni- 
p^^idiftd Wifli the rti. On the oriier fide of Ae i 
river Llfle ia a goodly ineloied town called Big-^ -^'^fmJ^ 
Mrc%, the inhabitants of which had a hard time f 
of it; for they were much hai'aflfcd by thofe of 
Malvoifin, which is fituated on a mountain^ the 
river Lifle running at the foot of it, in its courfc 
towards Toumay, an inclofcd fbwn* 

This town of Tournay was the common pafs 
for thofe of Lourde and Malvoifin^ to which tb^ 
did no harm, becaufe they had a free paflage, and 
the townfpeople had good bargains of their pfl- 
hg^: they were, therefore, for<^cd to di&mbfe 
wiA them, if they were defirous of living, fbr 
they did not receive aid or fuccour from any on*. 
The governor of Malvoifin was a Gafcon, cafled 
Raymonet de TEfpce, an able man at arms. ^ 
Thofe of Lourde and Malvoifin put under contri- 
bution the merchants of Arragon and Catalonil 
equally with thofe of France. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

Snt JOHN moiSSART, IN HIS JOURKKY TOWARDS 
BEARNi 1$ ACCOMPANIED BV A KNIGHT AT* 
TACHED TO THE COUNT 6S FOIX> WHO RELATES 
TO HIM HOW THE GARRISON OF LOVRDE TOOK* 
ORTINCAS AND LE PALLIER, ON THE RENEWAL 
or THE WAR IN GUVENNE, AFTER THE RUP- 
TURE OF THE PEACE OF BRETIGNY. 

A T the time I undertook my journey to vifit the 
^^ count de Foix, reflecting on the div^rfity of 
countries I had never feen, I fet out from Carcaflbnc, 
leaving the road to Touloufe^ on the right haod, 
and came to Mbnteroral^ then to Tonges, theh to 
Belle, then to the firft town in the county of Foix j 
from thence to Maifieres> to the caftle of Sauredun, 
then to the handfome city of Pamiers*, which 
belongs to the count de Foix, where 1 halted, to 
wait for company that were going to Beam, where 
the count refidecL 

I remained in the city of Pamiers three days : it 
is a very delightful place, feated among fine vine- 
yards, and furrounded by a clear and broad river, 
called the Liege. Accidentally, a knight attached 
to the count de Foix, called fir Efpaing du Lyon, 
came thither, on his return from Avignon : he 

was a prudent and valiant knight, handfome in 

1 •- . i_ ' - - 

• Pamieis,— three leagues from ^ix, eighteen from Touloufe. 
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pcribn, and about fifty years of age. I mtroduced 

xnyle}f to his company^ as he had a great defire to 

know what was doing in France. We were fi« 

(days on the road travelling to Orthe?. As wc 

joumeyedj the knight^ after faying his orifonSj 

converted the greater part of the day with me, 

diking for news ; and when I put at^y c^uefiions to 

him, he very willingly ^fwcred them. On our 

departure fix>m Pamiers we crofTed the mountahi 

of Ceile, which is difficult of afcent, and pafftd 
near the town and caftle of Ortingas, which belongs 

to the king of France, but did not enter it. We 

went to dine at a caftle of the count de Foix, half 

a league further, called Carlat, ftated on a high- 

fnountain. 

After dinner, the knight faid -, * Let us ride 

gendy, we have but two leagues of this country 

(which are equal to three of France) to our lodging.* 

f Willingly,* anlwered I. ' Now,' faid the knight, 

f we have this day paficd the caftle of Ortingas, 

the garrifon of which did great mifchicf to all this 

part of the country. Peter d' Anchin has pofleflion 

bf it : he took it by furprife, and has gained fixty 

dioufand francs from France/ 

* How did he get fo much ?' faid I. * I will 

tell you,* replied the knight. * On the fcaft of our 

lady, the middle of Auguft, a fair is holden, where 

* all the country aflfembie, and there is much mer- 

chandiie brought thither during that timr. Pecer 

d'Anchin, and his companions of the garrifon of 

Lourde, had long wantt-d to gain tills town and 

caftle, but could not dcvife the means. They had, 
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however, in the beginmng of May, fent two of 
their men, of very funple outward appearance, to 
fgek foi* fervice in the town : they fooa found 
mafters, who were fo wcU fatisfied with them* that 
they went in and out of the town whenever they 
plcafed, without any one having thq fmalleft fuf- 
picion of them. 

* When mid- Auguft arrived, the town was filled 
with foreign merchants from Foix, Bearn and 
France : and, you know, when merchants meet, 
ajftcr any confiderable abfence, they are accuftomed 
to drink plentifully together to renew their acquain-« 
tance, fo that the houfcs of the mafters of thefc 
two fervants were quite filled, where they drank 
largely, and their landlords with them. At mid- 
night Peter d'Anchin and his company advanced 
tQwards Ortingas, and hid themfelves and horfes 
in the wood through which we paflcd. He fent 
lu^ varlets with two ladders to the town, who, 
having croffcd the ditches where they had been 
told was the fhalloweft place, fixed their ladders 
againft the walls : the two pretended fervants, who 
were in waiting, affifted them (whilfl their mafters 
were feated at table) to mount the walls.: They 
were no fooner up, than one of the 'fervants con- 
duced their companions towards the gate where 
only two men guarded the keys : he then faid to 
them, — ^ Do you remain here, and nor ftir until 
you fhall hear me whiftle j then fally forth and flay 
the guards. I am well Acquainted with the keys, 
having more than fevcn times guarded the gate 
with my mafler/ 

' As 
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. ^; As he liad planned Co did they e»cute^ af(d 
Jiid chemfd^c^ well. He theo advanced fio diye 
^BBM^ and, having lifteaed, found the watch driol^ 
log : he called to them by their names^ for he was 
weil acquainted widi tbecn, and faid^ ' Open the 
4oor ; 1 bring you die btH wine you ever taftod^ 
which my mailer fends you that you may waitch 
the better.' Thoie who knew the varkt inMgiaed 
he wa$ ipeaking truth, and opened d^e door of die 
guard-room: upon this, hewhifUed, andhisOMi- 
panions fallied forth and puAied between the door, 
fo that they could not ihut it again. The guards 
were thus caught cunningly, and fo quietly flain 
that no one knew any thing of tt. They then took 
the keys and went to the gate, which they openedj 
and let down the draw- bridge fo gently it was nqt 
heard. This done» they founded a horn with me 
hlail only, which thofe in ambufcade hearing, th^ 
mounted their horfes and came full gallop over the 
bridge into the town where they took all its in- 
habitants either at table or in their beds. 

' Thus was Ortingas taken by Pecer d'Anchip 
of Bigorre and his companions in Lourde.' 

I then afked the knight, ^ But how did they gain 
the caftle?' ^ I will tell you,' faid fir Efpaing du 
Lyon. ' At the time the town was takenj by ill 
luck the governor was abfent, fupping with fome 
merchants from CarcaiTone, fo that he was nuufe 
prifoner, and on the morrow Peter d'Anchin had 
him brought before the caftle, wherein were his 
wife and children, whom he frightened by de- 
claring he would order the governor's head to be 
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struck offy if they did not enter into i treaty to 
deliver up the cattle. It was concluded, that if 
his lady would furrender, the governor ihould be 
given up to her, with permiffion to march un- 
molefted away with every thing that belonged ta 
Aem. The lady, who found herfclf in fuch a criti- 
cal fituation, through love to him who could not 
now defend her, in order to recover her hufband 
and to avoid greater dangers, furrendered the 
caftle, when die governor, his wife and children 
fet out with all that belonged to them, and went 
to Pamiers.' By this means, Peter d'Anchin 
captured the town and cattle of Ortingas ; and, 
when they entered the place, ' he and his companions 
gsuned thirty thoufend francs, as well in mern 
chandife which they found there as in good French 
prifoners. All thofc who were from the county of 
Foix or B6am received their liberty, with their 
goods untouched. 

" * Peter d'Anchin held Ortingas for full five 
years j and he and his garrifon made frequent ex- 
curfiona as far as the gates of CarcafTone, which is 
fixtecn long leagues diftant, greatly ruining the 
country, as well by the ranfoms of towns which 
compounded, a$ by the pillag;e they made. 

* Puring the time Peter d'Anchin garrifoned 
Ortingas, fome of his companions made a fally^ 
being d^firous of gain, and came to a caftle a good 
league o|F, called le Pa^llier, of which Raymond du 
Paillier, a French knight, was the lord. They 
this time accomplilhed their entfcrprife, having 
(before attempted it in vain; and, by means of a 
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fcfttajo, they took the caftle, the knight and hh 
lady hn bed. They kept poffcffion of it, allowing 
the lady and the children to depart, but detained 
the knight four months in his own caftle, until he 
had paid four thoufand francs for his ranfom. In 
(hort^ after they had fufficiendy haraffcd the coun- 
try, they fold thefe two caftles, Ortingas and le 
Piullier, for eight thoufand francs, and then rerired 
to Lourde, their principal garrifon. Such feats of 
arms and adventures were thefe companions daily 
praftifing. 

' It happened likewife at this time, that a very 
able man at arms, one of the garrifon of Lourde, 
a Gafcon, called le Mengeant de Sainte Bafile^ 
fet out from Lourde with twenty-nine others, and 
rode towards the Touloufain and the Albigeois, 
feeking adventures. His wifhes were to furprife 
the caftle of Penne in the Albigeois, which he was 
nearly doing, but failed. When he found he was 
difappointed, he rode up to the gate, where he 
^irmilhed, and feveral gallant deeds were done. 

* At this fame hour, the caftellan of Touloufe, 
fir Hugh de Froide-ville, had alfo made an ex- 
curfion with fixty lances, and by accident arrived 
at Penne whilft this fkirmifli was going forward. 
He and his men inftantly difmounted, and ad- 
vanced to the barriers. Le Mengeant would have 
made off; but, as that was impofliblc, he fought 
valiandy hand to hand with the knightj he behaved 
gallantly, and wounded his adverfary in two or 
three places, but at laft was made prifoner ; for he 
was not tl^c ftrpngcft ; and of his men few efcapcd 
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hw^ Allied Of taken, he Mcageani was oarried 
to Touloufe ; and the fenefchal had great difficiiUy 
|ci fave him from the poptilace^ who wanted to put 
him to death when they faw him in the hands of 
their own officer, fo much was he hated at Tou^ 
loufc. 

, ^ Fortunately for him, the duke of Berry chanced 
to come to that city, and he had fuch good friends 
•that the duke gave him his liberty in confideration 
of a thoufand francs being paid the fenefchal for his 
ranfom. Le Mengeant, on gaining his liberty, 
returned to Lourde, where he eeafed not from his 
ufual enterprifcs. One time he fet out with others, 
widiout arms, difguifed as an abbot attended by four 
monks ; for he and his companions bad fhaven the 
<!:rowns of their heads, and no one would have 
imagined who faw them but that they were realmonks, 
for they had every appearance in drefs and look* 
In this manner he came to Montpelier, and alighted 
at the hotel of the Angel, faying he was an abbot 
from Upper Gafcony going to Paris on buflnefs* 
He made acquaintance with a rich man of Mont- 
pelier, called fir Beranger, who was likewife bound 
for Paris on his affairs. On the abbot telling Km 
he would carry him thither free from all cxpcnfe, 
he was delighted that the journey would coft him 
nodiing, and fet out with le Mengeant attended only 
by a fcrvant. They had not left Montpelier three 
leagues when le Mengeant made him his prifoner, 
and conduced him through crooked and bye roads 
to his garrifon of Lourde, whence he afterwards 
ranfomed him for five thoufand francs/ 

' Holy 
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* Hoiy Mary !•' cried I^ ' this le Meogeant miiQ^ 
have been a clever fellow.' ' Aye, that be waii ia% 
<ieed,' replied he ; ' and he died in his armour aft 
a place we fhall pafs in three days, called Larre in 
Bigorre» below a town called Archin^ch/ * I will 
remind you of it^' faid I, ^ when we fhall arrive at 
theipot*' 



CHAP. XXVIL 

SIR JOHN FROISSART AND THE KNIGHT OF FOIX 
. ARRIVfi AT C ASSERES, WHERE THE ICNJGHT RE- 
tATES TO HIM THE CAPTURE OF THE TOWN RY 
THE ARMAGNACS, AND ALSO THE RJE-CAPTVRl 
OT IT BY THE COUNT DE FOIX; AND, AS THEV 
JOURNEy, THEY CONVERSE ON DIFFERENT 
FEATS OF ARMS BETWEEN THE ARMAGNACS 
AND fOIXIENS. 

^T^HUS rode we on to Montelquieu, a good in- 
^ clofcd town belonging to the count de Foix, 
which the Armagnacs and Labriflicns* took by 
furprife, but held it only three days, in the morn- 
ing we left Montefquieu, and rode towards Pala- 
minich, another inclolcd town, fituated on the Ga- 
ronne, and belonging to the count de Foix. When 

* Labriffiens,-^rbofe attached to the family of Labreth^ 
whkh we call Albrech.-— D. S. 

we 
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wc were clofc to it, and thought of entering it hj 
Ae bridge over the Garonne, we found it impof* 
fible; for the preceding day it had rained fb 
heavily in the mountdns of Catalonia and*Ar- 
ragon, that a river, called the Saluz, which rifcs 
among them, and falls into the Garonne with gr^t 
rapidity, was fo much fwellcd as to carry away, one 
of the arches of the bridge, which was of wood. 
We were therefore forced to return to Montcf- 
quieu to dinner, and femain there the whole day. 
On the morrdw, the knight was advifcd to cro6 
the Garonne, oppofite the town of CafTeres in a 
boat : wc therefore rode thither, and by our ex- 
ertions the horfes pafled, apd we ourfelvea af^ 
terwards with fome difficulty and danger ; for die 
boat was fo fmaU that only two horfes and their 
men coi^ld crofs at a time with thofe who managed 
the boat. When \Ve had crofled, we made for 
Caflercs, where we ftaid the whole day. While 
Our fervants were preparing the fupper, (ir Efpaing 
du Lyon faid, * Sir John, let us go and fee die 
town.' * Come then,' replied I. We walk^ 
through the town to a gate which opens towards 
Palaminich, and, having pafTed it, went near the 
ditches. The knight, pointing to the walls,' faid, 
' Do you obferve that part of the wall$ ?* * Yes, 
fir : why do you a(k ?' * I will tell you : bec^jUfe it 
is newer than the reft.' ' That is true,' anfwered 
L * I will relate to you how this happened ten 
years ago. You have heard of the wars between 
the count d'Armagnac and the count de Foix, 
which took place in the country of Bearn, that ap^ 
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pertains to the count de Foix: the count d'Ar-* 
magnac over-ran it, though at prefent he is quiet 

on account of the truces made between theni« I 
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mufl: Cay^ the Armagnacs and Labrilliens gained 
Aotbing, but had often great loffes. 

' On the night of the feaft of St. Nicholasi in 
the winter of the* year 1362, the count de Foix 
made prifoners^ near to Montmarfen^ the count 
d*Armagnac and his nephew the lord d'Albreth, 
and many nobles wich them, whom he carried to 
Ortbez^ and confined them in the tower of the 
caftle; by which capture he received ten times 
told one hundred thoufand francs. 

^ It happened afterwards that the count d'Ar-^ 
magnaCy lather of the prefent, called fir John 
d'Axmagnac, fet on foot an armament, with which 
he came and took Cafleres by fcalado: they were 
full ^o hundred men at arms, who feemed re- 
iblved to keep the place by force. News was 
brought to the count de Foix, at Pau, that the 
Armagnacs and Labrifllens had taken his town of 
Cafiieres. He, who ^was a prudent and valiant 
knight, and prepared for all events, called to 
him two baftard brothers whom he had among 
his knights, fir Arnault Guillaume and fir Peter de 
Seam, and ordered them to march inftantly to 
CaiTeres, telling them he would fend qien from 
all parts, and in three days would be there in per- 
Ion. * Be careful, therefore,' added he, * that 
none get out of the town without being fought 
with^ as you wilT have ftrength enough ; and on 
your arrival at Cafleres, make the country people 

bring 



bring ytU plenty of laipgc pieces of wood, which 
you will fix ftrof^iy roimd the gates, and com-^ 
plctcly bar them up ; for I am rcfolved that thofc 
now in the town fhall be fe (hut up in it, that diey 
never pafs t;hrough the gates: I will make them 
l^e another road/ 

• The two knights obeyed his orders, and 
marched to Palaminich, accompanied and fol- 
lowed by all the men at arms in Beam, They 
encamped before the town of Caffcres } hut thofc 
within paid no attention to them, nor obftrvcd 
that they were fo completely fhut in, they codd 
not pafs through the gates. On the third day the 
count de Foix came with five hundred tnen at 
arms, and on his arrival had the town eticompidBeti 
with fortifications of wood, as well as by fch larmy^ 
that no fally might be made from it in the night; 
In this ftate, without making ^ary attack^ he 
blockaded them until their provifions began ft> 
fail ; for though they had wine in plenty, they 
had nothing to eat, and could not efcapc by ford* 
ing the river, which was then too deep. They. 
therefore thought it better to furrender themielves 
as prifoners, than (hamefuUy pcrifli with hunger. 

' The count de Foix iiftened to their ofierir 
He had them informed, that as they could not 
pafs through any of the town-gates, he would 
make a hole in the wall through which thf garri- 
fon, one by one, .muft pafs, without arms^ in 
their common drefs. They were forced to accept 
of thefc terms, otherwifc the bufincfs was tt an 
end : and, if the count de Foix had not been Aw 
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i^eafed, att witluitwert'dead meit* He had t 
liole maide in the wall, which was not too large, 
throu^ ^^ich they came oqt one by one. The 
cotmt was there» with his forces drawn np in 
battle-array; and as they came out of the town 
they were brought before him, and fcnt to dif^ 
ferent eaftles and towns as p^iibners. He took 
dieiie hts coufin, lir John d*Armagnac, fir Bernard 
d'Albreth, fir M anaut de Barbafan, fir Raymond dc 
Benach, fir BenediA de la C!oirneille, and about 
twenty of die raoft rcfpcftable, whom he car- 
ried with him to Orthcz, and received from diem> 
before diey gained their liberty, one hundred thou- 
£md fi^ancs, twice told For this, my f^r fir, was 
this waB broken down, as a pafiage for thofe of 
Annagnac and Albreth : afterwards it was rebuik 
and repaired.' When he had finiftied his hrftbry 
we returned to our lodgings^ and found the fupper 
ready. 

On the morrow we mounted oiwr horfcs, and, 
ri<fing up the fide of the Garonne, pafled through 
Falaminich, and entered the lands of the counts de 
Comminges and d'Armagnac. On the oppofite 
fide, fronung us, was the Garonne, and the terri- 
tories of the count de Foix. As. we rode on, the 
Jcnight pointed out to me a town> which appeared 
tokrabiy ftrong, called Marteras le Touflac, which 
belongs to the cotmt de Comminges ; and on the 
©thcr fide of tiie river, two c^ftlci of the count 
de Foix, feated on a mountain, called Montaural 
and Monclare. As we were riding among thefe 
towns and eaftles, in a bcautifiil meadow by the 
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fide of the Garonne, the knight faid,-^* Sir John, 
I have witneffed here many excellent (kirmifheft 
and combats between the Armagnacs . and the 
Foixiens; for there was neither town nor caflle 
that was not well garrifoned with men at arms, 
who engaged with and purfued each other. Do 
you fee yonder thofe ruins ? they are the remains 
of a fort which the Armagnacs raifed againft thcfc 
two caftles, and which they filled with men at 
arms, who did much damage to the lands of the 
count dc Foix, on the other fide of the river -, . but 
I will tell you how they paid for it, 

* The count dc Foix one night fent his brother, 
fir Peter de Bcarn, with two hundred lances and 
four hundred peafants^ laden with faggots, and 
as much wood as they could cut from the hedges, 
which they piled around this fort and fet on fire, 
fo that the fort was burnt with all in it, for none re- 
ceived quarter -, and fmce that time no one . has 
dared to rebuild it/ 

With fuch con verfation did we daily travel, tra- 
velling towards the fource of the river Garonne, 
on each fide of which were handfome caflles and 
forts. All on the left hand belonged to the count 
de Foix, and on the other to the count d'Armag- 
nac. We pafTcd Montpefac, a fine flrong callle, 
fcated on the top of a rock, below which is the 
road and the town. On the outfide of it, at the 
diftance of a crofs-bow, there is a p^s called la 
Garde, with a tower between die rock and the 
river, and an iron gate : fix men could defend 
this pafs againft all the world, for only two 
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pirfons a-bteaft can ^vance between the rck:k 
and river. 

Upon feeing this, I fald td the knight, ' Sir^ 
this is a ftrong. pa(i, arid a difficult country;' * It 
is indeed,' anfwered the knight ; * but, ftrong as 
it iSj the Count de Foix and his men once forced 
it, and advanced to Paldmihich, Montefquieu, ihd 
even to Pamiefs. The paft ^as very ftrong, but 
the £riglifh archers greatly afflfted him in this con- 
qiieft. Come arid ride by my fide, and I will fell 
you all about it/ I then rode by the fide of fit* 
.Ei^^aing du Lyon, Who thiis continued his nir- 
f ation t 

^ The count d'Aritia*riac and the lord d*Al- 
breth, invaded the Country of Fbix, with upwai-ds 
fof five hundred men, and advanced ihto thofe 
parts riear t*amiefs. It was in the beginning of* 
Auguft, when the corn was harvcfting and the 
grapes ripe : in that yeat- there was great abundance 
of both. Sir John d*Armagnac and his people 
Were encamped before the town and Caftle of Sau- 
tedun, a Ihort league diftaht from Paihiers. They 
tnade an attack on it, and fcnt word to Pamitrs, 
that if they did riot pay a cdmpofition for their 
corn and wines, they would burn and deft roy- all. 
Thofe of ParriierS Were affaid of waitbg the 
event, as their lord was at too great ^ diftance, 
being then in Bearn^ fo that they thought it more 
prudent td pay the ranfom, which was fettled 
at five thoiifand francs; biit they demanded a 
delay of fifteefi days. Which was granted to 
them. \ 
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^ The count dc Foix heard of all this> and, by 

great hafte and fcading to all parts for aid he got 

. into Panwcrs through this difficult pafs. Affiftance 

». c^me to him from fcveral quarters, fo that he fbiind 

. himfclf at the head of twelve hundred lances : he 

would have giiren battle, without fail, to fir John 

, d'Armagnac, if he had waited for it ; but they rc- 

. treated into the country of Comminges, leaving 

bcjhind the money from Pamiers, as they had no 

, time to ftay for it. The count de Foix, however, 

did not hold them quit, but claimed the rahfom, 

as he faid he had deferved it j for he had come to 

. their affiftance, and to drive his enemies out' of 

. the country. He paid with it his men at arms, 

and remained there until the good people had har- 

vefted their corn, finifhed their vintage, and put 

all their cffi^As in fafety.' 

* By my faith,' faid I to the knight, ' I have 
heard you with pleafure.' Thus difcourfing, we 
pafled near a caftle called la Bretite, and then 

, another caftle called Bacelles, all in the county of 
Comminges. 

As I rode on, I faw on the other fide of the 
river a very handfome and large caftle', with a 
town of goodly appearance. I ^cd the knight 
the name of this cattle. He told me it was c^kd 
Montefplain *, and belonged to a coufin of the 
count de Foix, who bears the cows in his arms, 
named fir Roger d'Efpaign. He is a great" baron 
and land proprietor in this country and in the 

* MoiueTpIain. Montcipan, in the diocefe of Comminges. 
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XoulbufaiiU and at this moment is fenefchal of 
Carcaflbne. Upon which I afkcd> 5 What rclarioa 
ivas this fir Roger d'Efpaign to fir Charles 
d'Efpaighi conftable of France ?' ' He is not of 
of that family,' replied the knight i ^ for fir Lewis 
iand fir Charles d^Efpaign, of whoirt you are 
.i^eaking, came originally from Spain, and were 
of Spanifh extraftion j but by their mother arc of 
iPrench alfo, and coufin gef mans to king Alfbnfo 
iof Spain^ I fcrved in my youth under fir Lewis 
jdlE<£>aign, in the wars of Brittany : for he wSb 
always of the fide of St^ Charles de Blois agaihft 
the Count dc Montfort/ 

Here ended our converiaridn orl this luftjefl:. Wc 
tame that day to St. GoufFer$j a good town bc- 
longidg to the count de Foix, and on the morrow 
.to dinner at Moncui]^ a lirong town alfo> which 
belongs to the king of France and is held by fir 
Roger d'E^igni After dinneri we mounted and 
took the road towards Lourde and MalvoiGn, and 
rode over heaths that extend fifteen leagues t they 
dre called Lane-bourg, and are Well calculated for 
thofe who are evil inclined* Amid the heaths of 
JUme-bourg is fituated the cafUe de la Mcfere, 
belonging to the count de Foix, HL good league 
above the town of Tournay and below Malvoifin, 
which Caftle the knight Ihewed me, faying,— 
* See, yonder is Malvoifin : have you not infcrted 
in your hiftory (of which you have been Ipeaking 
to me) how the duke of Anjou, when he was in 
this country, advanced to Lourde,' belieged and 
conquered it, as well as the caftle of Trigalet on 
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the river before us, and which belongs to the lord 
dc la Barde ?' 

I confidered a little, and replied ; * I believe I 
have not mentioned it, nor have I ever been in- 
formed of* fuch an event. I therefore pray you 
relate the bufinefs, to which I fhall attentively 
liften J but tell me, left I forget it, what is be- 
come of the river Garonne ? for I can no longer 
fee it/ * You fay truly,* anfwered the knight: 
* itlofes itfelf between thefe two mountains. It 
fifes from a fpring three leagues off, on the road 
to Catalonia, below a caftle called St.Beart, the 
1^ caftle of France on the frontiers of Arr^pn* 
The governor of it and the furrounding country 
at this time is a fquire named Errtauton, who is 
called the Baftard of Spain, and coufin-german to 
fir Roger d'Efpaign- The moment you fee him 
you will fay, he is formed for a downright man at 
arms. This baftard of Spain has done more mtf- 
chicf to the garrifon of Lourde than ail the 
knights and fquires of this country together j and 
1 muft fay, the count de Foix loves him well, for 
he is his brother in -arms. I will not fay more of 
him^ for, at the cnfuing Chriftmas, you will fee 
him yourfclf at the hotel of the count ; but I will 
tf U you what the duke of Anjou did when he w^ 
in this country/ 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 

FAOISSART CONTINUES HIS JOURNEY WITH THE 
KNIGQT OF FOIXj WHO RELATES TO HIBC 
SEVERAL PARTICULARS RELATIVE TO TUI 
SIEGES OF BREST AND DERVAL, AND HOW THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU RECOVERED MALVOISIN AND 
TRIGALET FROM THE ENGLISH. 

"IIZE then rode gently, and he began his narration 
as follows : ' At the firft renewal of the war, 
die French conquered back agdn from the Elnglifh 
all their pofleflions in Aquioune, and fir Oliver 
dc Cfiflbn, havmg turned to the French intereft, 
conduced the duke of Anjou, as you know, into 
Brittany to the eftates of fir Robert KnoUes and to 
the fiege of Derval; all which, I dare fay, you have 
in your hiftory, as well as the treaty made by fir 
Hugh Broc, coufin to fir Robert, to furrender 
the caftle, for which he had given hoftages, imagin- 
ing the duke of Anjou to be in fuch ftrength that 
the fiege could not; be raifed ; and you probably 
relate how fir Robert KnoUcs, having entered th 
caftle of Dcrval, refufed to abide by this treaty,* 

• Truly, fir, I have heard all you have juft related/ 

* And have you noticed the fkirmifh which took' 
place before the caftle, when fir Oliver de Clifi[bn 
was wounded ?' ' I cannot fay,' replied I, ' that 
I have any remembrance of it. Tell me, then,' 
what pafled at this fkirmifti and at the liege ^ per- 
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haps you may know more particulars than I da a 
and you can return aftenyards to the hiftory of 
I^urde and Malvoifin/ 

' That is true/ faid the knight : ^ I muft tell 
you, however, that (ir Garfis du Chatel,^ a very 
valiant knight of this country and & good French- 
jnan, had gone to fcek the duke, to conduct him 
before Malvoifin, when the duke had iffiied his 
fummons to march to Derval ; he made fir Garfis 
xnarlhal of his army for his valour. It is a truths 
as I was informed afterwards, that when fir Garfis 
found fir Robert determined- not to keep the treaty, 
and the caftle of Derval not likely to furrendcr, 
he came to the duke and aflced, * My lord, what 
Ihall we do with thcfe hofl:age$ ? It is no fault nor 
crime in them if the caftle be not furrendered ; and 
it will be a great fin if you put them to death, for 
they arc gentlemen undeferving fuch puniflimcnt/ 
The duke replied, * Is it right then, that they 
Ihould have their liberty ?' * Yes, by my faith,*^ 
faid the knight, who had much compaflion for 
them. * Go,' replied the duke, ^ and da with 
them what you pleafc.* At thefe words, as fir 
Garfis told me, he went to deliVer them, but in 
bis road met fir Oliver de ClifiTon, who alked him 
whiencc he game, and whither he was going, * I 
come from my lord of Anjou, and am going to fet 
^t liberty the hoftagcs/ ^ To fet them ax liberty ? * 
fmd fir Ctfiver ; * ftop a little, and come with mc 
to the duke/ 

^ On his return, he found the duke very penfive-. 
Sir Oliver falutcd him^i and dien faid, ^ I^y lord, 
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what arc your intentions? Ihall not thcfc hoftages 
be put to death ? By my faith fhall they in Ipitc of 
fir Robert KnoUcs and fir Hugh Broc, who have 
belied their faith : and I would have you know, if 
they do not fuffer death, I will not, for a year to 
c6me^ put on a helmet to ferve you; they will 
come off too cheaply, if they be thus acquitted. 
This fiege has coft you fixty thoufand francs, and 
you wifh to pardon your enemies who keep no faith 
with you.' At thefc words, the duke of Anjou 
grew wroth, and faid, ' Sir Oliver, do with them 
as you lift/ ' I will, then, that they die; for 
(here is caufe for- it, finc^ they keep not their 
faith.'. 

^ He then left the duke, and went to the fquare 
before, the caftle ; but fir Garfis never dared to fay 
one word in their favour, for it would have been 
loft labour^ fince fir Oliver was determined upon 
it. He called to him Jocelin, who was the headf- 
man, and ordered him to behead two knights and 
two fquires, which caufed fuch grief that upwards 
of two hundred of the army wept. 

* Sir Robert Knolles inftantly opened a poftern- 
gatc of the caftle, and had, in revenge, all his pri- 
foners beheaded, without fparing one. The great 
gate^ was then opened, and the draw-bridge let 
down, when the garrifon made a fally beyond the 
barriers to fkirmifli with the French, which> ac- 
cording to fir Garfis, was a fevere bufincfs : the 
firft arrow wounded fir Oliver de Cliflonj^ who re- 
tired to his quarters. Among the wounded were 
two fquircsfrom Beam, who behaved themfelves 
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well : their names were Bertrand de Barege aad 
Emauton du Pin, 

' On the morrow, they decamped. The duke 
marched with his men at arms from Derval to 
Touloufe, and from thence to this country, with 
intent to deftroy Lourde, for the Touloufains made 
great complaints of it. What happened there I 
will tell you. The duke loft no time in marching 
his army to the caftle of Malvoifin, which we fee 
before us, and laying fiegc to it, He had in his 
army full eight thoufand combatants, without 
reckoning the Qenoefe and the commonalty from 
the principal towns in that country. 

/ A Gafcon fcjuire and able man at arms, named 
Raymonet de TEpce, was at that time governor of 
MalvoifiHt There were daily Iklrmifhes at the 
barriers, 'where many gallant feats were done by 
thofe who wifhed to advance themfelves. The 
duke and his army were encamped in thefe hand- 
fome meadoVirs between the town of Tournay and 
the caftle, on the banks of the lifTe. 

* During this flege, fir Garfis du Chatel, whe> 
was marfhal of the army, marched with five hun- 
dred men at arms, two hundred archers and crofs 
bows, and full two thoufand common men to lay 
Jiege to the caftle of Trigalet, which we have left 
behind us. A fquire of Oafcony had the command 
of it, for his coufin the lord de h Barde, and wa$ 
called Ic Baftot de Mauleon ; he had about forty 
companions with him* who were lards of "Lane- 
bourg ; for no one could march through thefe parts 
except a pilgrim to the ftirine of St. Jago, without 
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being made a prifuncr, and, if riot ranfbmed^ put 
to death. 

* There was another ftrong place, near to le 
Mefen, of which thieves and robbers from all • 
countries made a garrifon, called le Nemilleux: 
it is very ftrong, but always in dilpute between 
the count d'Armagnac and the count de Foix; and 
for this reafon the nobles paid not any attention to - 
it when the duke of Anjou came into the country, 

' Sir Garfis, on arriving at Trigalet, had it fur- 
rounded on all fides but that towards the river, 
which they could not approach, and a (harp attack 
commenced, in which many of each party were 
wounded. Sir Garfis was five days there, and on 
every one of them were fkirmifhes ; infomuch that 
the garrifon had expended all their ammunition, 
and had nothing left to flioot with, which was foon 
perceived 'by the French. 
■ * Upon^'ffiis, fir Garfis, out of true gallantry, 
fent a paflport to the governor to come and fpeak 
with him. When he faw him, he faidj ' Baftot, 
I well know your fituation j that your garrifon have 
no ammunition, nor any thing but lances to defend 
themfclvcs with when attacked. Now, if you be 
taken by ftorm, it will be impoffible for me to 
fave yours or your companions lives from the fury 
of the common people, for which I fliould be very 
forry, as you are my coufin. I therefore advifc you 
to furrender the place, and even entreat you fo to 
do : you cannot be blamed by any one for it, and 
fecking fortune elf(?where, for you have held out 
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•'^MfJord/ replied the. fquirc, ^ any where, but 
here I would freely do what, you advift, for in 
trutiilsm your coulin: in this inftance^ I cannot 
a<3:'from myfelf, for thofc who are. with me have an 
equal comi1fiand> though they a&ft to confider me 
as their captain. I will return, and tell them what 
you have faid : if they agree to furrcnde;-, I fl^all 
confcnt ; if they be refol ved to hold out, whatever 
may be my fate, I muft, with them, abide the 
event/. ^ This hwdl faid/ anfwercd fir Garfi$: 
* you may depart whenever you pleafe, fince I 
know your intention/ 

' The Baftot de Ma.uleon returned to the caftle, 
and affembled all his companions in the court-yard, 
to whom he related what fir Garfis had iaid, 
a(id then demanded their opinions, and what 
they would do* They debated for a long time. ; 
fome faid they were ftrong enough to wait the event? 
others wiflied to withdraw, faying it Yf^ fiill tiipe 
for it, as they had no longer any ammunitioa, and 
the duke of Anjou was fevere, and the whole 
country of Touloufe and Carcaflbnc enraged againft 
them for the mifchicfs they had done. Every 
thing having been cpnfidcred, they agreed to fur- 
render the cattle, but on condition they fhould be 
cfcortedj themfclves and baggage, to chateau 
CuUie *, which their friends were in pofTeffion of> 
on the Touloufain frontier, 

* Upon this baftot de Mauleon returned to 
fir Garfis, who granted tjheir demand j for he faw 
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ttrm cafflc was not cafy to yrin b)r (term, and: it 

^vould probably have coft him many lives. TIkjt 

irtade their preparations to depart^ packing up,. 

every thing they could. Of pillage they had:> 

enough, and carried away the bcft part of it 

leaving the reft behind them. Sir Gariis had dieoii 

fafely cfcorted as far as chateau CuUie. 

* By this means did the French gain the cafHc 
of Trigalet, which fir Gariis gave to the conh^. 
monalty of the country who had accompanied hinv 
to do with it what they chofe; They determined' 
to deftroy and raze it, in the manner ybu haive 
Icen, which was fo completely done, that no one 
fince has ever thought of rebuilding it, 

' Sir Garfis would have marhcd from thence to 
caftle Nautillcux ♦, which i& fituated on the moor^ 
near to the caftle of Lamenf* to free it from thofir 
companions who had pofleflionjof it ; but on Afi' 
road they told him,—* My lord, you have no need 
to advance further, for you will not find any one 
in caftle Nautilleux : thofe who were there are 
fled, fbme one way, fbme another, we know noc^ 
whither.' Sir Garfis, on hearing this, halted in 
the plain to confider what was beft to be done. 

* The fencfchal de Nobefen happened to be 
prefent, who faid,— * Sir, this caftle is within mjr 
jurifdiftion, and ftiould be held from the coimt dc 



* Nautilleux.-^ t* Lamen. — Denys Sauvage adds a marginal 
note : * Judge whether thefe two places may not be what lie 
before calls Nemilleux and Mefen.' 

l^roiiTart calls it Natilleux ami Nantille^^« 
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Foix : give it me, I beg of you> and I will have 
it fo well guarded, at my cofts, that no perfon who 
ymSfics ill to the country fliall ever enter tt.' * My 
lordy' added thofe fromTouloufe who were by, 
* he fpeaks well : the fcncfchal is a valiant and 
prudent man, and it is better he fhould have it 
than another.* * I confent to it,' faid fir Garfis. 

*' Thus was the caftle of Nantilleux given to 
the fcnefchal de Nobefcn, who rode thither, and, 
having found it empty, had repaired what had 
been deftroyed. He appointed governor a fquire 
of the country named Fortifie de St. Pol, and then 
returned to the fiege of Malvoifin where the duke 
was. Sir Garfis and his men had already related 
to the duke their fuccefsful exploits. The caftle 
of Malvoifin held out about fix weeks : there 
were, daily, fkifmiihes between the two armies at 
the barriers, and the place would have made a 
longer refiftance, for the caftle was fo ftrong it 
could have held a long fiege ; but, the well that 
fupplied the caftle with water being without the 
walls, they cut oflT the communication : the weather 
was very hot, and the citterns within quite dry, 
for it had not rained one drop for fix weeks ; and 
the befiegers were at their eafe on the banks of 
this clear and fine river, which they made ufe of 
for themfelves and horfes. 

* The garrifon of Malvoifin were alarmed at 
their- fituation, for they could not hold out 
longer : they had a fufficiency of wine, but not 
one drop of fwcet water. They determined to 
open a treaty 5 and Raymonet de TEpee requefted 
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I paffport to wait on the duke, which having 

afily obtained, he faid, ' My lord, if you will 

^ courtcoufly to me and my companions, I will 

lurrender the caltle of Malvoifin.' ' What courtcfy 

is it you aflc ?' replied the duke of Anjou: * get 

^bout your bufmefs, each of you to your own 

^:ountries, without entering any fort that holds 

^out againft us ; for if you do fo, and I get hold of 

3rou, I will deliver you up to Jocelin, who will 

:Ihaye you without a razor/ * My lord,* anfwered 

IRaymonet, ^ if we thus depait, we muft carry 

:SiW%y what belongs to us, and what we have gained 

l>y arms and with great rifks/ 

^ The duke paufed a while, and then faid,—* I 
«confent that you take wi*h you whatever you Can 
-<arry bpforc you in trunks and on fumpter horfrs, 
-hut fiot othervvife ; and, if you have any priibn- 
-crs, they muft be given up to us/ * I agree,* 
^aid Raymonet. S uch was the treaty, as you hear 
«ic relate it j and all who were in the caftle de- 
parted, after furrendcring it to the dyke of Anjou 
and carrying all they could with them. They re- 
turned to their own country, or elfewhere, in 
fearch of adventures ; but Raymonet TEpce turned 
to the French : he fcrycd the duke of Anjou a 
long time, pafiTed into Italy with him, and was 
killed in a flcirmifh before the city of Naples- 

•^ Thus, my fair fir, did the duke of Anjou at 
»that time coodudk himfclf, and win the caftl^ of 
'MalvoiCn, which gave him great joy. He made 
governor of it a knight of Bigorre, calle4 ^r 
Ciquart de Luperiexe, a^d afterwards gave it to 

the 
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Ac count ^ Foix> who ftiU holds k, ind will i^ 
To as. long as he livfes ; for it is well guarded by a 
! knight of BigorrC) a relation of his^ called fif 
Raymond dc Latie* 

^ The duke of Anjou having gained poffcflioik 
X)f Malvoifin, and freed the country, and all Laqe- 
:bourg, ofithe Englifh and other pillagers^ laid 
ficge to the town and caftle of Lourde* The 
count de Foix, feeing him fo near his territories^ 
began to be very doubtful what his intentions 
might be. He therefore ifTued his fummonstto 
his knights and fquires, and fent them into dif- 
ferent garrifons. He placed his brothcr5 fir Ar- 

» naut William, with two hundred lances, in Mor« 
fens ; his other brother, fir Peter dc Bearn^ with 
the fame number of lances, in Pau ; fir Peter de 
Cabcften, with the like number, in. the city ! of 
TEftrade ; fir Mouvant de Novalles in the town 

.of Herrillet with one hundred lances; fir Crtial 
Geberel in Montgerbiel with the like number 5 
fir Fouquat d'Orterey in the town of Sauvetcrre *^ 
.with the fame ; and I, Efpaing du Lyon,. was fent 
to Mont-de-marfen with two hundred lances. 
There was not a cafile in all Bearn that was 

• not well provided with men at arms : he him- 

. felf remained to guard his florins in the cafiie of 
Ordite.' 

^ 5ir>' faid I to the knight, * has he z great 
quantity of them ?' * By my faith,' replied he^ 

. ^ the count de Foix has at this moment a hundred 
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^^rliottfand thirty times told rand diicre i^ ADta ^«air 

Ibut he gives away lixty thbufand ; fot aniore liberal 

lord^ in makmg prefehts, does Hot exift/ Upon 

«his I kflced, ' To whom does he make 'cheTe 

^fts ?' He anfwered, ^ To ftrangers^ to knights 

'and fquires who travel through his couiitryy to 

SieraldS) minflrels, to all who converie with him : 

xione leave him without a prefent, for he would 

l>e angered fliould any one refufe it/ 

^ Ha, ha, holy Mary ! ' cried I, * to what ptir- 
}>ofe does he Iceep fo large a fum ? where doei it 
<ome from? Are his revenues fo great to fupply 
him with it ? I fhould Kke to know this, if you 
pleafe.' * Yes, you fhall know it,* anfwercdthe 
knight ; ' but you have afked two queftions t if 
you wilh them anfwercd, I muft begin with the 
firft. You aflc, for what purpofe he keeps fo 
large a fum of money : I muft tell you, that the 
count de Foix is doubtful of war bctwecrf him 
and the count d'Armagnac, and of the manoeuvres 
of his neighbours the kings of France and of Eng- 
land, neither ,of whom he would willingly anger ; 
and hitherto he has not taken any part in their 
wars, for he has never borne arms on either fide, 
and is on good terms with both. I tell you, (and 
you yourfelf will agree with me when you have 
made acquaintance with him, and have converfed 
together, and fccn the eftablrftiments of his houfe- 
hold,) that he is the moft prudent prince livingy 
and one whom neither the king of France ' nor 
king of England, would willingly make an enctay. 
With regard to his other neighbours, the -kings 
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W AtragOri iMid Navarre, he thinks but little bt 
them, for he could inftantly raife more iDcn 
at arms (fo many friends has he made by his jgifts> 
and fiich power has ihoney,) than thele kings 
could ever do. I have heard him lay, that when 
the king of Cyprus was in B^arn and explained 
to him the intended expedition to the holy /c- 
pulchre, he was fo anxious to make tliat valuable 
conqueft, that if the kings of France and England 
had gone thither, he would have been the moft 
confiderable lord after them, and have led the 
largeft army* He has not yet given up thi^ idea, 
and it is for this reaibn aifo he has amaiTed fuch 
wealth. The prince of Wales lik^wife, when he 
reigned in Aquitaine, and refided at Bourdeatix, 
induced him to coUeft large fums ; for the prince 
menaced him in regard to his country of Bearn, 
and faid he would force him to hold it from him 5 
bth: the count de Foix declared he would not, for 
Beam was free land, and owed no homage to any 
lord whatever. The prince, who was then very 
powerful and much feared, faid he would make 
him humble himfelf i for the count d'Armagnac 
and the lord d'Albreth, who hated the count de 
Foix for the viftorics he had gained over them, 
poifoned the prince's mind. The expedition of 
the prince into Spain prevented hoftiltties; and 
fu: John Chandos, who was the principal advifer 
and much beloved by the prince, ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed this intended war. The count de Foix and 
j5r John Chandos loved each other for .their gallant 

dqeds« 

' The 



^ The county however, was fufpicious of the 
rince, whom he knew to be powerful and warlike^ 
sutd began to ama& iarge Aims to aid and defend 
liimfelf fhould he be attacked. _ He impofed heavy 
raxes on the country and on %il the towns, which 
Idow exift, and will do fo as long as he lives : etch 
hearth pays two francs per annum, one with the 
other ; and in this he has found and finds a mine of 
iKrealth, for it is marvellous how cheerfullv Ms fub« 
je&s pay it. With this, there is not any £ngU(h- 
man. Frenchman nor pillager, who rob his people 
of a lingle farthing : his whole country is proteded 
and juftice well adminiftcred, for in matters of juf- 
ticc he is the moft fcverc and upright lord that 
cxifts.* 

With thefe words we found ourfelves in the 
town of Tournay, where our lodgings were pre- 
pared : the knight, therefore, ceafed (peaking ; and 
I made no further inquiries, for I had well remarked 
where he left off, and could again remind hiin of 
it, as we had yet to travel together. 

We were comfortably lodged at the hotel of the 
Star, When fuppcr was ferved, the governor of 
Malvoifin, fir Raymond de Lane, came to fee us^ 
and fupped with us : he brought with him four 
flagons of excellent wine, as good as any I drank 
on the road. Thefe two knights converfed long 
together, and it was late when fir Raymond de- 
parted and returned to his caftle of Malvoifm. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

TKOISSAltT CONTINUES HIS JOUHNEY : IN TRA-* 
VELLING FROM TOURNAY TO TARBES, THE 
KNIGHT RELATES TO HIM HOW THE GARRI- 
SON OF LOURDE HAD A SHARP RENCOUNTER 
WITH THE FRENCH FROM THE ADJACENT 

GARRISONS, WITH SEVERAL PARTICULARS 

TOUCHING THE SIEGE O? LOURDE, AND THI 
DEATH OF THE GOVERNOR, WHO WOULD NOT 
SURRENDtER IT TO HIS RELATION THE COUNT 
DE FOIX. 

TN the morning, we mounted our hoi-fcs, fet out 
-^ from Tournay, paffed the river Lifle at a fordj 
and, riding towards the city of Tarbes, entered 
Bigorre, leaving on our left the road to Lourde, 
Bagneres, and the caftle of Montgaillard. Wc 
made for a village called in the country Terra Ci* 
mitat, and Ikirted a wood, which we afterwards 
entered, on the lands of the lord de Barbafan ; 
when the knight faid, * Sir John, this is the pals 
of Larre: look about you.' I did fo, and thought 
it a very ftrange country, and ftiould have ima- 
gined myfelf in great danger if I had not had the 
comjpany of the knight. 

I recoUefted what he had faid fome days before 
refpeftin^ th^ country of Larre and Mengeant dc 
Lourde, and, reminding him of them, faid, * My 
lord, you promifed, that when wc came to the 
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Country of Larre> you would tell me mott of 
IVf ehgeant de Lourde^ and the manner of his death/ 
"^ Ic is .true/ replied the knight : ' come and ride 
by my fide^ and I will tell it you.' I then pufhed 
forward to heat him the better^ when he began as 
follows i 

* During the tiriie' Peter d'Anchih held the 
caftle and garrifon of Ortingas, as I have before 
delated} thofe of Loiifde made frequent excuHions 
at a diftance from thcit* fort, when they had not 
^wa/s the advantage. You fee thofe two caftles 
of Barbafan and .Marter^s> which had always con- 
siderable garrifons : the towns of Bagncres, Tour- 
nay, Mohlgaillard, Sal^ngcs, Benach, Gofre, and 
Tarbes, were alfo full of French troops. When 
they heard that thofe of Loiirde had made any 
ciccurfioh towards Touloufe or Carcaflbne, they 
coliedled theitifelves and formed an ambufcade, to 
flay them and carry off what pillage they fliould 
have coUeftcd: fometimes fevieral on each fide 
Were killed, at others thofe of Loiirde pafTed un- 
molefted. 

* It happened once, that ErnaUton de Sainte 
Colombe, le Mengeant de Sainte Comeille, with 
fix fcore lances, good men at arms, fet out from 
Lourde, and advanced round the mountains be- 
tween the two rivers Liffe and Leffe, as far ^s 
Touloufe. On their return, they found in the 
meadows great quantities of cattle, pigs, andlheep, 
which they feized, as well as fome fubftantial men 
from the flat countries^ and drove them all before 
them. 

Ma Mt 



"N.' 



164 

« It was told to the governor of Tarbes, a 
fquirc of Gafcony, called Ernauton Biffetc, how 
thofc of Lourde were over-running and haraflSng 
the country, and he fent information of this to the 
lord de Benach and to Engucrros dc Lane, fon of 
fir Raymond, and alfo to the lord de Barbafan, 
adding, he was determined to attack them. Thefc 
knights and fquires of Bje6;orre, having agreed to 
join him, afiembled their men in the town of 
Tournay, through which the garrifon of Lourde 
generally returned. The bourg d*Efpaign had 
come thither from his garrifon of St. Beart, and 
they were in the whole two hundred lances. They 
had fent fpies into the country to fee what appear- 
ance their enemies made on their return. 

* On the other hand, thofe from Lourde had 
likewife fpies on the watch, to obferve if there 
were any men at arms out to intercept them: 
Both parties were fo aftive that each knew the 
force of the other. When thofe of Lourde heard 
that the French garrifons were waiting for them 
at Tournay, they began to be alarmed, and called 
a council to determine how to conduft their pil- 
lage in fafety. It was refolved to divide them- 
felves into two parties : one, confiding of fcrvants 
and pillagers, was to drive their booty, and take 
bye roads to Lane-bourg, crofling the bridge of 
Tournay, and the river Lefle between Tournay 
and Malvoifin : the other divifion was to march in 
order of battle on the high grounds, and to make 
ah appearance as if they meant to return by the 
pals of Larre below Marteras, but to fall back 
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between Barbafan and Montgalllardj in order that 
rhc baggage might crofs the river in fafety. They 
^wcrc to meet all together at MontgaiUard, from 
uvhence they would foon be at Lourde. This plan 
they executed; and the baftard de Carnillac, Guil- 
lonct de Harnes, Perot Bour(ier> John Calen^a 
dc BaflcUe, and le Rouge Ecuyer, coUeded forty 
lances^ with all the fervants and pillagers^ and laid 
to them, — * You will conduct <Hir plunder and 
prifoners by the road to Lane-bourg, and then 
dcfcend between Toumay and Malvoifin, where 
you will crofs the river at the bridge : follow thea 
the bye road between Cimitat and Montgaillard; 
we will go the other road by Marteras and Bar- 
bafanji fo as to meet all together at Montgaillard/ 
On this they departed ; and there remained witb 
the principal divifion Ernauton de Reften^ Ernau* 
ton de Sainte Colombe, le 'Mengeant de Sainte 
Corneillej and full eighty companions, all men a€ 
arms: there were not ten varlcts among them. 
They tightened their armour, fixed their helmets, 
andi grafping their lances, marched in clofe order 
as if they were inftantly to engage : they indeed 
expefted nothing clfe, for they knew their ene- 
mies were in the field. 

* The French, in like n»nner as thofe of 
l/>urde> had called a council rcfpedting their mode 
of ^tng. Sir Monant de Barbalan and Ernauton 

Bifcete* taid; * Since we know the men. of 
i-ourde are bringing home great plunder and 
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msyiy prifoncrs, wc Ihall be much vexed if they 
^fcape us: let us, therefore, form two ambufr 
c?ides, for we are enow for both.' Upon this i^ 
was ordered, that le bourg d'Efpaign, fir Ray- 
iqpnd de Benach, and Enguerros de L^e, witl^ 
one hundred fpears, fhould guard the palfage at; 
Tournay, for the cattle and prifoners mull nccef-*-. 
farily crofs the river ; and the lord de Barbafanj 
and Ernauton Bifcete, with the other hundred 
lances, fhould reconnoitre, if perchance they could 
come up with diem. 

* They fcparated from each other, apd the ^o^d 
de Ben^ch and le bourg d'Efpaign placed them- 
ielves in anibufcade at the bridge between Tour- 
nay ^d Malvoifin. The other divifion rode to 
the fpot where we now are, which is called the 
Larre, and there the two parties met. They in- 
ftandy difmouted, and> leaving their horfes to 
pafture, with pointed lances advanced, for a com- 
bat was unavoidable, fhouring their cries, * St. 
George for Lourde !* ' Our lady for ^igorre J* 

^ They charged each other, thfufting their 
fp^ars with all their ftrength, and, to add greater 
force, urged them forward with their, breads. The 
combat was very equal -, and for fome time none 
were ftruck down, as I heard from thofe prcfent. 
When they had fufficiently ufed their fpears, they, 
threw thcni down, and with battje-a^es began to 
4eal oijt terrible blows, Qn both fides. This aftion 
lafted for three hours, and it was marvellous to fee 
how well they fought and defended themfelves. 
yfhtti any wcr^ fo worfted or out gf breath, that 
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-they could not longer fupport the fight, they 
^e^ted themfelves near a large ditch full of water 
in the middle of the plain j when, having taken 
off their helmets, they refrclhed themfelves : this 
done, they replaced their helmets, and retiutied 
to the combar. I do not believe there ever was 
fo well fought or fo fevere a battle, as this of 
Marteras in Bigorre, fince the famous combat of 
thirty Engliih againft thirty French knights in 
Brittany ♦. 

^ They fpught hand to hand, and Ernauton dc 
Sainte Colopube, an excellent man at arms, was 
Qr\ the point of being killed by a fquirc of the 
countiy (railed GuUJonet de Salengirs, who had 
puihed him fo hard that he was quite out of breathy 
when I will tcU you what happened ; Ernauton de 
Sainte Colon^b^ had a fervant who was a fpe^tor 
pf the battle, neither attacking nor attacked by 
any one ; but, feeing his maft^r thus diftrefled, he 
ran to IiiiQ, and, wrefting the battle*»axe from his 
handsj (aid, * Ernauton, go and fit dqwn ; recover 
yourfelf: you cannot longer contmuc the battle.' 

* With this battle-axe hp advanced upon the 
fquire, and gave him fuch a blow on the helmet 
as made him fi:agger and almoft fall down. Guil- 
lonet, frnarting from the blow, was very wroth, 
and made for the fervant to ftrike him with his axe 

• Thb celebrated combat took place between thirty EnglUk 
under the command of Bembro (who feems inconiiderately to 
have engaged in it), and thirty French under fieaumanoirj at 
die oak half way between Ploermel and JoHelin, in the year 
135 1.— See note in the fecond volume, page 237. 
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4» tha head ; but the varlet avoided it^ and; grap*. 
|ding with the iquire, who was much fatigued^^ 
turned him round, and flung him to the groui>d. 
under him^ when he faid, ^ I will put you, to 
death, if you dp not furrendcr yourfdf to my 
ipaftcr/ * And who is. thy mafter ?* ^ Emauton; 
de Sainte Colombc, with whom, you have been (O: 
Ipng engaged' The fquirc, finding he had not 
the advantage, being under the fervant, who had, 
his dagger ready to ftrike, furrenderedi qn coridi- 
fton to deliver himfelf prifoner within fifteen days>^ 
at the caftle of lU>urde, whedier rcfcued or not. 
Of fuch fervice was this fervant to his mafter y and 
I muft: fay, fir John, that there was a fuperabun- 
dance of feats of arms that day perfornied, and; 
many companions were fworn to furrender them- 
fclves at Tarbes and at Lourde. Ernauton Bifcet^. 
a^nd le Mengeant de Sainte Bafile fought hand 
to hand, without fparing themfelves,. and per- 
formed many gallant deeds, while all the others, 
were fully employed: however, they fought fo 
yigoroufly that they exhaufted their ftrength, and^ 
both were flain on the fpot. Thus fell Emauton 
Bifcete and le Mengeant de Sainte Bafile. 

^ Upon this, the combat ccafed by mutual con-, 
fcnt, for they were fo worn down that they could, 
not longer wield their axes : fome difarmed them* 
felves, to recruit their ftrength, and left there: 
their arms. Thofe of Lourde carried with them, 
the dead body of le Mengeant, as the French, did 
diat of Ernauton to Tarbes i and, in order that 
the memory of this battle Ihould be prefervcd> 
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thf y ereftcd a crofs of ftonc on the place when 
thefe two knights had fought and died. See, 
there it is : I point ta k/ On this, we turned to 
the right, aruJ ntade for the ct:o6, whcffeach laid 
an Ave Maria and a Patcr-nofter for the fouls of 
the deceafed. * By my f^th/ faid I to the 
knight, * i have liftened to you with pleafure; 
and in truth it was a very fcvcre affair for fo 
fmall a number ; but what became of thofe who 
condufted the pillage?* * I will tell you,* replied 
^e. ^ At th? bridge of Toumay,^ below Mai- 
Yoifin, where they intended to crofs, they found 
the bourg d*Efpaign in ambufcadc, who, on their 
arrival, fallicd out upon them, being in fufficient 
^rce. Thofe of Lourde could not retreat, and 
were obliged to abide the event. I muft truly 
fay, that die combat was as fcvcre and as long, 
if not longci; than that at Marteras. The bourg 
d'Efpai^ performed wonders : he wielded a bat- 
^-axe, and never hit man with it but he ftruck 
him to the ground. He was well formed for this, 
being of a large fize, ftrongly made, and not too 
much loaded with flefh. He took with his own 
band the two captains, the bourg de Cornillac ^ 
and Perot Palatin de Beam. A fquire of Navarre 
was there flain, called Ferdinand de Miranda, an 
expert man at arms. Some who were prefent fay 
^e bourg d'Efpain killed him, others that he was 
ftifled through the heat of his armour. In Ihprt, 
the pillage was refcued, and all who condufted it 

• Before Camillac* 
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ijain or made prifoners | fpr DOt three efcaped^ 
excepting varlets^ who ran away and crofled the 
fiver Le0e by fwimn^ng. Thus ended this buCu 
fiefsj and the garrifpn of Lourde pever had fuch 
^ lofs as it fuSered that day. T{ie prifoners were 
courteoufly ranfomedj or niptually exchanged ; for 
thofe who ha4 been engaged in thi^ combat had 
fnade feveral prifoners oq each fide, fq tt^t it be* 
l^oved them to treat ?;ach other handfoniely,' 

* Holy Mary !* faid I tp the knight, * thU 
)x>urg d*£fpaign, is he fo ftroi^g a mzjx ^ you, 
^cU me ?' ' Yes, ^at he is, by my troth,* faid hc,i 
< and you will not fii\d his equal in all Gafcony 
for vigour of body : it i? for tjiis the count dc 
poix efteems hipi as his brother in arms,. Threcf 
years ago, I faw him plaiy a ^idiculou^ trick, 
which I wil^ relate tq yoi;. Qq Chriftn[i.as-day,^ 
when the coipt de Foix was celebrating the 
feaft with qumhers of knights and iqui;^;^ as is, 
cuftomary, ^c weather was piercing cold i^ and, 
the count had ^mcd^ ^ith many lords, ifi the 
hall. Afte;- dinner he ^ofc and went into a gal- 
lery, which has a large ftair-cafe of twenty-four; 
fteps : in this gallery is a chimney w^ere there is 
4 fire kept when the count in^iabits it, othepvifc 
not ; and the fire is never great, for h^ do^s not 
like it ! it is not for want of blocks of wood, for 
Beam is covered with wood in plenty to warm him 
if he had chofen it, but he has accuftomed him* 
felf to a fmall fire. When in the gallery he 
thought the fire too fmall, for it was freezing and 
^e weather very Iharp, and faid to the knights 
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ground Kim, ^ Here is l^ut a fmall fire for thii^ 
weather/ Ernauton d^Efpaign inftantly ran dowii 
l^airs ', for from the windows of the gallery^ which 
looked into the court, he had feen a number oi 
a0es laden with billets of wood for t]ie uf^ of 
the houfe, and feizing the largefl of thefe aflesjj 
with his load, threw him oyer his (boulders. an4 
carried him up ftairs, pulhipg through the crowcl 
of kiiights and fquires who were around the 
chimney^ and flung afs and load, with his feet up* 
wards on the dogs of the hearth, to the delight of 
the count, and the a(loni(hment of all, at the 
ftrength pf the fqqire, who had carried with fuch 
Cafe, fq great a load up fo Hiany fteps.* 

This feat of (Irength did I hear \ and all the 
hiftories pf fir^Efpaing du Lyqn gave me fuch fa? 
tisfadion and delight^ I thought the road was 
muc|i too I^Qrt. While thi^ was relating, we. 
croflcd the pafs of Larre, and leaving ^he caillc 
pf Martcras, w|iere the battle was fought, paiTed ^ 

yery near the caftlc of Barbajg n, which is hand- '^ 
fome and ftrong, a league diftant from Tarbcs, 
We faw it before us, and had a goo^ road, eafy 
to be travelled, following the cpurfe of the river 
Lefchez, which rifes in the mountains. We rode 
^t our leifure, not to fatigue our horfcs y and he 
pointed out to me, on the other fide of the river, 
the cafUe ^ci town of Montgaillard^ and the road 
which goes ftraight to Lourde. It then came 
into my mind to a(k the knight about the duke of 
Anjou, when the cattle of Malvoifin had funfci\-j 
4cred ta him^ and how he had aded on hU 
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inarch to Lourde-i He very cheerfully told me as 
follows : 

^ When the duke of Anjou marched his army 
from before Malvoifin, he croffcd the river Lef^ 
chez by the bridge of Toumay, and lodged at 
]Pagncres, (where there is a handfomc river which 
runs by Tarbes ; for that of Tournay takes a dif- 
ferent courfe, and falls into the Gvonne, belqwr 
Montmillion) io his. way to lay fiegc to Lourde, ' 

* Sir Peter Arnaut de Beam, with his brother 
John, Peter d'Anchin,, Ernauton de Reftin, Er- 
nauton de Sainte Colombc and le Mengeant, who 
was then alive, Ferdinand de Miranda* Oliver 
Barbe, le bourg de Cornillac,, le bourg Camusy 
and the other companion3 within Lourde, had. 
good informadon of his arrival,, and had much. 
ftrengthiQned the place, in all refpcfts, againft his. 
coming. Lourde held out, in fpite of all the at- 
tacks they could make on it, for fifteen days coh- 
fecutively. Many gallant deeds were done, and5 
much mifchief to the town by the machines which, 
the duke brought to bear ^ainft it, fo that at 
length it was conquered ; but the garrifon fufFered 
nothing, nor loft man, woman, nor child, for they 
had all retreated to the caftle, as they knew well, 
the town could not always hold out, being only 
fortified with palifadocs. 

* When the French had won the town of 
Lourde they were much pleafcd, and, having fixed 
their quarters in it, they furrounded the caftle,. 
which was impregnable but by a long fiege. The 
dvkc was there upwards of fix weeks, and loft 
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flu>re than he galled i for the befiegers cotild not 
hurt thofe within the caftle^ as it is lituated on a 
perpendicular rock, and can only be approached 
by ladders, or by one pals. There were at the 
barriers feveral handfome fkirmilhes and deeds of 
armsj when many fquires of France were killed 
and wounded from having advanced too near. 

* The duke of Anjou, feeing he could not gain 
die caflle of Lourde by force, opened a negotia- 
tion with the governor, offering him large fums of 
money if he would furrcnder his garrifon* The 
knight was a man of honour, and excufed himfelf 
by faying, ^ the garrifon was not his ; and that he 
could neither fell, give, nor alienate the inheritance 
of the king of England, unlcfs he were a traitor, 
which he fcorned to be, and would remain loyal 
to his natural lord. When the fort was intruded 
to him, it was on condition that he fwore folemnly 
on bis {kith, in the hands of the prince of Wales^ 
to guard and defend the caflle of Lourde until 
death, againft every man whatever, unlefs he were 
feat to him from the king of England.' 

* No other anfwer could be had from him, 
in reply to all the offers and promifes they 
made ; fo that, when the duke and his council 
faw they could not gain any thing, they broke up 
the fiege of the caftle of Lourde ; but, on their 
decamping, they burnt the town to the ground; 

* The duke retreated with his army along the 
frontiers of Beam towards Montmarfcn; he had 
beard that the count be Foix had reinforced all his 
garrifbns with men at arms; This did not dif- 

plcafc 
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;^leafc him fo much as that the B^ai*n hieri flibulcl 
hold out Loiirde againft him ; But he could heVci' 
obtain any thing fatisfaftory dn this head. 

' The count de Foix, as 1 have mentioned be- 
fore, was very fufpicious of the intentions of the 
duke, who did him no harm, thoiigh the count 
d'Armagnac and the lord d'Albreth wifhed him t5 
aft othcrwife ; but he was not fo inclined: While 
he was encamped between Montmarfen and the* 
high lands of Albreth, he fent fir Peter de Beuil 
tx) drthcs, where on ifiis arrival he was handfotticrjT 
received by the count de Foix and lodged in the 
caftlc. He entertained him fplendidly, and pre- 
sented him with fine horfes and miiles; and t6 
his people gave other gifts : lie feht by him trt 
the duke of Anjou four beautiful horfes and twd 
Spanifh greyhounds, fo handfomc and good there 
were none like them. Some fecret negotiatioris 
pafled between the count and fir Peter de Beiiil, jb( 
which we knew nothing for a long time ; but, from 
circumftances which fliortly happened, we fuf- 
pefted what I will now tell you, and by that time 
we fliall arrive at Tarbes. 

* Soon after the duke of Anjou had ended his 
expedition and was returned to Touloufe, the 
count de Foix fent letters by a trufl:y meflenger to 
his coufin fir Peter Arnaut de Beam at Lourde, 
for hin> to. come to Orthcs. The knight, on re- 
ceiving thefe letters and noticing the bearer, who 
was a man of high rank, became very thoughtful 
and doubtful whether to go or not : however, on 
full confidcration, he faid he would go, for he 

was 
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Vf9s tinwillihg to offend the count de Foix. Whert 
bn the point of departure, he called his brother^ 
John de B6arn, and faid to him, in prefencc of the 
garrifon j ' My lord, the count de Foix has fent 
for me ; on what account I know not, but, fmce he 
is deiirous I fhould come to him, I will go. I fuT- 
pc6l very much that I fhall be required to furrender 
this caftle ; for the duke of Anjou has marched 
along the frontiers of his country without entering 
it,, and the count de Foix has long wifhed for the 
caftle of Malvoifin, in order to be matter of Lane- 
bourg and the frontiers of Bigorre and CommingcSf* 
I am ignorant if any treaties have been made be- 
tween him and the duke of Anjou ; but I declare^ 
that as long as I live, I will never furrender the 
caftle of Lourde but to my natural lord the king of 
England. I therefore order you, brother John» 
(hould I appoint you to the command of it, that 
you fwear to me upon your faith and gentility, 
you will hold it in the fame manner as I do, and 
that you will never fail in fo doing for life or 
death.' John took the oath as his brother required, 
who then fet out for Orthes, where on his arrival 
he difmountcd at the hotel of the Moo^i 

' When he thought it was decent time to wait 
on the count, he went to him at the caftle, who 
received him mod amicably, made him fit at 
his table, and Ihewed him every mark of atten- 
tion. Dinner being over, the count faid, ^ Peter, 
I have many things to talk with you upcm : there- 
fore, you muft not go away without my leave.* 
The knight anfwered, ' My lord, I will cheerfully 
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ftay until I have your pcrmiffion to depart/ 
The third day the count addrefTed him> in the 
prefence of the vifcount de Gouflerant> hiB 
brother^ the lord d'Anchin in Bigorrc, and fcvcral 
knights and fquire;, and fo loud that all heard 
him : ^ Peter, I have fent for yoy, to acquaint 
you,, that my lord of Anjou is very angry with 
me on account of the garrifon of Lourde which 
you command. Through the good offices of 
fome friends I have in his army, my territories 
have narrowly efcaped being overrun s and it h 
his opinion^ and others in his company who hate 
me^ that I fuppbrt you, becaufe you are of Be^n* 
Now I do not wilh to incur the anger of fo 
powerful a prince as the duke of Aqjou: t 
therefore command you, under pain of my 
diipleafure, and by the faith and homage you 
owe me^ to give up the ca(Ue of Lourde to 
me.* 

* The knight was thunderftruck on hearing this 
fpeech, and diought awhile What anfwer to make i 
for he perceived the count had fpoken in a deter- 
mined manner. Having fully confidercd, he faid» 
* My lord, in truth I owe you faith and homage, 
for I am a poor knight of your blood and country j 
but, as for the caftle of Lourde, I will never fur- 
render it to you. You have fent for me, and you 
may therefore do with me as you plcafe. I hold 
the caftle of Lourde from die kii;ig of England, 
who has placed me there ; and to no other perfon 
but to him will I ever furrendcr it.' 
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^^ Tht cotint dfc FoiXi on hearinjg this anlwcf, 
^as exceedingly \vr6thj tod faid, as he drew his 
dagger, 'Ho', ho! doft thoii then fay na ? By this 
head, thou haft not fald it for nothing/ And, as 
He uttcreid thefe words, he ftruck him foully wirfi 
the digger; fo that he wounded hiih fcvercly fti 
five places^ and none of the barons o)- knights dared 
to interfere. The kriight ifcplied; * tla', hi^ my 
lord, this is not gendfe tfcatment : yoii have feat 
for me hither, and aJ-e murdering me/ Hiving 
received thefe Rve ftrokes from the dagger, Ac* 
eotint ohlercd to Wni to bt cdl iiito the dungeon, 
^ich was done ; and thcrie he died, for he waa ill 
cured of his wounds / 

^ H^i holy Mary;* faid 1 to the knight, '^ was 
not this a great aft of cruelty ?* * Whatever it 
was,* replied he, * fo it happened, and ill betide 
him who angers the county for then he pardons 
none. He kept his coulin gcrman the vifcount dc 
Chateaubon, even though he is his heir, eight 
months prilbner in the tower of the caftle of 
Orthes, and then ranfomed him for forty thoufand 
francs/ * What, fir,* faid I, ' has not the count 
de Foix any children ?*- * Eh> in God's name, 
not in lawful marriage; but he has two young 
knights, baftards, fir Jenuain and fir Gracien, 
whom you will fee, and whom he loves as well as 
himfelf/ * And was he never married ?* ' Yes, 
and b fo ftill, but madame de Foix does not live 
widi him/ ' Where does (he refide ?' • Shd 
lives in Navarre, for the king of Navarre is htt 
brother : (he was daughter of king Louis of Na- 
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yanv/ ' The count de Foix, hid he never any 
dutdren by her?* ' Ycsi a very fine (on, who, 
wsu the delight of hU father and of the country : 
through him the country of B6ari1> which is in 
di^utCj would have been fetded^ for hi& wife was 
lifter^ to the count d'Arxnagnac.' ^ And pray, 
fir, m^ I afk what became of this fon V * Yes,' 
replied he ; ' but the flory is too long at prefent, 
for we are, as you fee, arrived at the town/ 

A>t thcfe words, I left, the knight quiet ; and we 
foon after entered Tarbes, where we were very, 
comfortable at the hotel of the Star. We re-, 
maiped there the whole of that day, for it was a 
commodious place, to refrefti ourfelvcs and horfes,, 
having good jiay, good oats, and a handfome 
river. 
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CHAP, XXX. 

• 

OUHIMfO THE JOURNEY PROM TARBES TO MOR- 
LEVS, THE KNIC'HT OF FOIX RELATES TO 
FROISSART THE <JJJARREL AND RECONCILI- 
ATION BETWEEN THE DUKE OF BERI^Y AND 
THE COUNT DE FOIX,— 7AND ALSO THE CAVS^ 
OF THE WAR BETWEEN ffflM AND THE CO0NT 
D^ARMAGNAC. 

<£\^ the morrow after mafs, having mounted 
^^ oer hor&s ami left Tarbw% wecwic^Q Jorre, 
a tomi wbkb has always gaUaacly deiiuvicd icfelf. 
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wffitA the gartifoa of Loitfd^^ W^ ^paflfcd by itt 
and oiteted B^Mrn9 when the kAight (topped in xhn 
phdn, and faidj ^ We «r^ ik>w in BeAFn.' Thei^ 
were tvo rotd3 that drofied each Qth€r> and wc 
knew not which to tike, whether that to Moii0|i$ 
w to Pau : at laft^ we followed that to Morlem^. 

In rising ordr the heach^ of Bearnj which aro 
tolerably kvel, I aiked^ w order to renew our cim^ 
yerfation^ * la the town o£ Pau near us ?' ' Yes,' 
faidhe, ^I will fhew you the fteeple ; but itismucit 
fivdier off than it appearsi and the roads are verf 
had to travel on account of the deep clays^ a^ it 
would be folly for any one to attempt going through 
thenf^that is not well acquainted With the country. 
Below are feaced the town and caftle of Lourde/ 

* And who b governor of it now ?' * John do 
Beanij brother to fir Peter de Bearn that was mur-» 
dered, and he ililes himfdf fenefchal of Bigorro 
for the king of England/ * Indeed !' faid I, ^ and 
does this John ever vifit the count dc Foix ?' 

* Never fincc the death of his brother ; but hia 
other companions, fuch as Peter d'Anchin, Er- 
nauton de Reftin, Emauton de Sainte Colonibe 
and others go thither whenever they have occ^ 
£on/ ^ Has the count de Foix m^iie any amenda 
for the murder of the knight ? or has he ever again 
been in fuch paffions ?* * Yea, Very of«e<i>' re^ 
plied the knight ; ' but as fqr amendsi he ha$ ncv^ 
made any, except indeed by iecret penances^ 
mafles and prayers : he haa wtthhiuft the fon of John 
de Beam, a young and courteous fquire, whom h4 
gready loves.' 

N2 . 5 Hply 
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^ Holy Mary!' declaimed I, * fincc the diikc 
of Anjou was fo defirous to gain Lourdcj he ought 
to be well pleafed with the count dc Foix, who 
could murder a knight and his Coufin, to accom-* 
plilh the duke's wilhes.* ^ By my faith, he was 
fo ', for, foon after the event of his nephew coming 
to the crown of France> he fent fir Roger d'Efpaign 
and a prefident of the parliament of Paris, with 
fair letters patent engrofled and fealed, of the 
king's declaration that he gave him the county of 
Bigorre during his life, but that it was neceff^ry he 
fhould become liege man and hold it of the crown 
of France. 

' The count de Foix was very thankful to the 
king for this mark of his afFeftion, and for the 
gift of Bigorre, which was unfolicited on his part> 
but, for any thing fir Roger d*Efpaign could fay 
or do, he would never accept it. He only re- 
tained the caftle of Malvoifin, becaufe it was free 
land, and the caftle and its dependencies held of 
nqne but God, and formerly had been part of his 
patrimony. 

' The king of France, to pleafe the duke of 
Anjou gave it to the count de Foix ; but the count 
(wore he would only hold it on condition never to 
admit into it any orte ill inclined to France ; and in 
truth he had it well guarded. The garrifon of 
Malvoifin would have been as much afraid of the 
Enlgliih as any other French or Gafcon garrifon, 
but they dared not invade the territories of 
Foix/ 

• ' I was 
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I was much pleafed with this hiftory of tn-, 
Efpaign du Lyon, which I have well remembered 4 
for, as foon as we difmount^ aj^^our inns, I wrote 
iall down, whether it was late or ei^rly, that pofte-r 
rity might have the advantage of it, for there 
is nodiing like writing for the pref^rvation of 
events, 

We rode this morning to Morlens ; but, before 
we arrived, I again began the cony^rfation by 
faying, ^ My lord, I have forgotten to alk you, 
when you were telling me the hiftory of Foix and 
Armagnac, how the count de Foix was able Co 
dilTemble with the duke of Berry, who had mar-; 
ried a daughter and fifter to the CQunts d'Armag? 
nac ? and, if the duke of Berry made war on him, 
jiow he behaved ?' * PJow he behaved ?' faid the 
knight ; ' I wiU 'tell you ; in fp^mer times, the 
duke hated him mortally ; but at this moment, 
by means which you will hear, when at Orthes 
they are very §;ood ffiends/ ^ My lord, was there 
any reafon for the duke's hatred?' ' Father of 
God ! no,' replied the knight ; ' J wiU tell you 
the caufe of it. 

« 

^ When Charles king of France, father to the 
pi*efent king, died, the kingdom was divided into 
two parties, refppfting its gov^rnmcntt My lord 
of Anjou, who was impatient to go to Italy, and 
indeed this he afterward|s did, took poffcffion of it, 
4pd fet afide his two brothers the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy. Th? duke of Berry had the go- 
vernment of thofe parts within the La nguc d'Q c^^^ 
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*ftd the duke of Burgundy of the Lai^uc d'Onjr 
and an Picardy*, 

^ When the inhabitsancs of Lai^edoc heard; 
riiat fny lord of Berry was to govern them -they 
Ivere much alarmed, cfpecially thofc of Tonloufe 
aad its dependencies ; for they knew the duke to 
be a fpendthrift, who would get money any waj^. 
he could without caring how he opprefled the 
people. Som^ Bretons ftill remained in the Tou^ 
loiifain, CarcalTonois and Rouergn^^ whcxm the^ 
duke of Anjou had left, and they pillaged the. 
whole country : it was reported, the duke of Bcrrjr 
fupported them, in order to, be mafter of the 
principal towns. The duke him^lf was sot at th^. 

*■ ' It is very probable thefe Cfi^o denominations had been in 
nfe before the ordinance of Philip le bel in 1504 and 130$. It. 
is in anodur orditiance of Charles VI. 13949 which ftat«a «he 
crown of Ff a)Ke to be divided into Langoe d'Oc and Langnr 
d'Oii. The word Jjangqe was employed anciently for nation or 
province: in the order of Malta, this term is preserved at pre- 
fent. Guillaume de Nangis, in his chronicle, points out the 
environs of Paris by the name of Langoe d'Oil, ia the yoar 
1343, where an epidemical diforder began to i^MfXt the coufi- 
try towards the end of Aug^i^. In la Salai4r> ^f An^^ox^ de 
]a Salle, about 1440, he fpeaks of an unknown knight, whom, 
he fuppof^s from Langnedoc, * becaufe he and the greater pait 
of his attendants ufed in their Ipeedi Oc, the language whick 
W^is fpokenat Sant-Jago of Cpmpofteila.' 
^ * Ali:di^fe ^eaeral diftin^ions ceaTed from the time of Frao^, 

CIS I. There is not any mention after that period, )n the trea- 
fury receipts, of the Langae d'Oc Q,o;r of the Lahgne d'Oil. 
The Langue d'Oc was considered as the country fouth of the 
Loire, and the Langoe d^Oil, or Pkat'de> to the noelh of it '«^ 
jSt^iFal^e Mem. dgPAcadimii^ T^. xxiv. 

time 
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time I am ipeaking of in Languedbc^ but attending 
the king in the wars in Flanders. 

* The citizens of Touloufe, who are a powerful 
body, perceiving how young the king was and bow, 
iHuch occupied with the affairs of his uncle, the, 
duke of Burgundy in Flanders, and that they wcrq^ 
perpetually plundered by Bretons and other pil- 
lagers, fo that they knew not how to prevent \tx 
few: to the count de Foix offers of paying him a 
certain fiim monthly, if he would undertake th§ 
government and defence of their city and the other 
neighbouring towns. They entreated him very 
earncftly to comply with, their requeft, because 
they knew him to be an upright man, a great 
k)ver of jujRice> fortunate in his affairs, and nmclx 
feared by his enemies. The inhabitants of Tou- 
loufe have always borne him great affeftion, for he 
kas been ever a good neighbour to them. 

* He undertook the charge of their govern- 

inent^ and fwore to hold and defend the country m> 

ks right againft all who were ill inclined, with the. 

pefervation of the rights of the king of France *i 

He inftantly ordered confiderable detachments, of 

men at arms on the different roads the pillag^n^ 

Hifed to take; and one day ^he had hanged or 

dj50wned upwards of four hundred of them, at 

Robeften in the Touloufainj^ which gained him fo, 

much the love of diofe of Touloufe, Carcaffoi^ej^ 

Beziers, MontpclHer and^ the other towns, that it 

wa» reported Languedoc had revolted and chofea 

for its lord the count de Foix. 
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* The duke of Berry, who had jh? goy^mnicnt 
of.it, was ill pleafcd at this intelligence, and con- 
ceived a great hatred to the count d$: Foix, for in- 
terfering fo much in the affairs of France, and for. 
his fupporting the peoole of Toidoufc in thtxt 

revolt: He ordered men at arms into tha? coun- 

. '. . • ' • . • • ■ • " 

try, but they were fcvcr^ly repulfe^ by the par- 
tifans of the count de Foix, and were forced to 
retreat, or they would have fyffered for it. Tbi^ 
angered th^ c^uke fti^l more : he faid the copnt dc. 
Fojx was the proudeft and moft prefumptuous^ 
man in the world ^ and he would not fuffcr nis^ 
name tp be mentioned with praife in his pre- 
sence j bqt he did not make war againft him, 
for the count had all his towns and caftles fo 
well garrifoned, none dared to invade his teiti- 
tories. 

' When the duke of Berry entered L^rvguc^doca 
the count refigned the government, and would not 
any way meddle, in prejudice to the duke j but 
|ii$diflike'ftill continued as great as ever. I wii^ 
now (ay a word of the picaps that eftabliihcd peace. 

between them. 

.- • > . . 

. ' About ten years ago, Eleanor de Comminges 
(at; prefent countefs of Boulogne, a near relatioii to. 
die count de Foix, and lawful heirefs. to the county 
Comminges, notwithftanding the count d'Ar- 
magpac was in poflTeffiop) came to the count dci 
Foix at Orthes, bringing with her a young girl, 
tliree ye^rs old. The count entertained hc^ hai^d- 
inquired her bufmcfs, whence ^c ^;mtxc* 

and 
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and whither going i ^ My lord/ iaid fliCi ^ I $m 
going to my uncle and aunt-in-law, the count and 
couotcis de Durgueil, in Arragoni there to remain i 
for I have much difpleafure in living with my huf* 
bandi fir John de Boulogne, fon of the count do 
Bqulogne. I expefbed he would have recovered 
for me mine inheritance • of Comminges from the 
count d'ArmagnaCj who not only keeps it^^ buc 
has confined my fifter in prifon; but my hulband 
is too foft a knight, whofe fole delight is eating and 
drinking^ apd epjoying his pleaibres ; and the mo- 
ment his father dies, he will fell the greater part of 
his eftates to multiply hi; luxuries : • it is for thefe 
reafons I cafinot live with him. I have aUb brought 
my daughter with me, whom I dplivcr up to your 
charge, and appoint you her guardian, to inftruft 
4nd defend her j for I well know that, from our 
relationibip, you will not difappoint me ; and I 
have the greateft confidence in the care you will 
take of my daughter Joan, 

* It was with much difficulty I could get her 
from her father's hands, and out of the country i 
but as I know the Armagnacs, your adverfarics as 
)vell as mine, arc capable of carryin'g her off, be* 
ing the true hciref^ of Comminges, I deliver her 
to you ; therefore do not fail me in this bufinefs, I 
entreat of you ; for I firmly believe, that when my 
hufband fhall know I have left her under your carc^ 
he will be pleafed, having frequently faid, that this 
girl would give him much trouble.' 

t Th^ count de Foix was delighted tp hear his 

coufin 



MuflrPy the Ud]r Etenor» thus taHg uA thmgiit 
tn hi» own miod (for he has a very fectilc iaiagfe% 
naiionX that tUs girl was biought to hia irdgp 
cpportiwely> as by hf r means he could inake sb^ 
ibblc peace with his eoemiea, or marry her la 
nobly they would fear hicou He anfiv«red>-^^ Nfo» 
dam and coulin» I will moft cheerfully comply 
with your requeft : I am bounden^ to it by oui^ le- 
lailonlhip* With regard to your daughtier^ I witt 
delbnd, aod be as careful of her as ifihe were my 
own child/ ^ A thoufand thank3>, m^r. Iprd^ ftii 
the lady. 

^Thus did the youngs lady of Soub^ie mmain 
wida the count at his houfe in Qrthes^ which flie 
has never fince quitted> and the lady her mother 
purfued her jouritey to Arragon, She ha$ mpaH 
ed to fee her two or three times, hut has never 
aiked to have h^i; back ; for the count acq«ts 
himfelf towards her a3 if Ihe were indeed his own 
child. But I muft tell you the means by which, if 
formerly he was in the ill graces of the duke dc 
perry, he h now on good terms. The duke at 
this moment is very defirous to many her; 
and from what I heard at Avignon from the pape> 
who fpoke to me on the fubje6t, and who is coofi^* 
german to her father, the duke will employ him 
to afk for him, as he ijs determined to make her 
his wife.' 

* By holy Mary,* faid I to. the knight^ « yow 

' hiftory has given me much pleafure and done mt 

iervice : you fliaU not lofe a word you hwe^ iaid, 

for 
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&^r tk^Y fltaU ail be chronicled with evtty thii^ I 
fay and do^ if God grant me health to return again 
^ y^lieocieiines^ of which place I am a native ; 
^^t^ I am vei:y angry ai one thing.' * What n 
that ?* iaid the knight. ^ On my faith> it is^ tha( 
ip noble and valiant a prince as t|ie count de Foisc 
^oidd not hay;e any legal heirs by his wife/ 
^ Pkafe God; he had/ replied the knight j ' for if 
\\» child were now aliv^, he would be the hap« 
{>idl k>j^ in the world, and hi3 vailals be equally 
Rejoiced/ *What!' faid I, 'will his eftates be 
)iricfaout an heir V ' Oh, no : the vifcount de Ch&« 
teai^n, hia coufin-german^ is his heir/ ^ Is he 
% valiadt man at arms?' ' God help him! noi 
and for that reafon the count de Foix cannot bear 
him. He will make his two baftard^fons, who are 
young and handfome knightSy his heirs, and in.* 
toids to qonne<^ them very highly by marriage i 
for he has money enough, which will find them 
wivfis to uphcdd and affift them.' ^ Sir,' faid I, 
^ail this i? very well; but I do not think it juft 
nor decent that baftards ihould inherit Unds^' 
* Why not?' added he, * if proper heirs he want' 
ii^. Do not you fee how the Spaniards arowned 
for king the baftard don Henry ? and the Portu^ 
guefe have done the fame thing. It has freq«endy 
happened that baftards have gained pofleflion of 
feveral kingdoms by force. Was not William 
die conqueror baftard-fon of a duke of Nor- 
mandy ! He won all England, as weU as the king's 
daughter who then goverjaed> and was himlelf king, 

and 
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and from him all the kings of England ^fp de*» 
fccndcd/ 

* Well, fir/ faid I, ^ all this may be well, for 
there is nbthing b\it what may happen. Surely 
thofe of the i^rmagnac pa^y ^re too ftrong> and 
this country muft always be at war. Tell me, my 
dear fir, the firft origin of the wars, between Foix 
and Armagnac, and which had the faireft caufe/ 
^ That I will, by my faith,* anfwered the knight % 
* it has, however, been a wonderful war, for eaclx 
thinks he has juftice on his fide. You muft know, 
that formerly, I imagine about one hundred years 
from this time, there was a lord of B^rn called 
Gafton, a moft gallant man at arms : he was bu*^ 
ried with great folemnity in the church of the Freres 
Mineurs, at Orthes, where you will find him and 
may fee of what a fize he was in body and limbs, 
for during his lifetime he had a handfome reiem^ 
blance made of him in brafs. This Gafton had 
two daughters ; the eldeft of whom he married to 
the count d' Armagnac of that period, and the 
youngeft to the count de Foix, nephew to the 
king of Arragon. The counts de Foix ftill bear 
thofe arms (for they are dcfcended from the king* 
of Arragon), which are paly or and gules ; and 
this, I believe, you know. It happened that thq 
lord of* Beam had a fevere and long war with the 
king of Caftille of' that time, who, marching 
through Bifcay with a numerous army, entered 
Beam. Sir Gafton de Beam, having intelligence 
of his march, coUefted people from all quarters, 
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aildtiiui written to his two Tons in taw^' the'countl 
d* Armagnac and de Foix, to come with all quick-* 
Dcis widi their forces^ to aflUt him in the defence 
and prefervation of his inherittoce. 

* On the arrival of thcfe fetters^ the count de 
Foix aflembled his vaflals as fpeedily as poflible, 
tnd fent for afliftance to all his friends. He ex- 
erted himfclf fo efFcftually that he collected five 
hundred knights and fquires and two thoufand 
footmen armed with javelins, darts and fhields : 
accompanied by thefe, he marched into Bearn to 
aflUt the lord his father, who was much delighted 
dierewith% This army crofled the river Bane by 
ehe bridge of Orthcs, and took up their quarters 
between Sauvcterre and THopital. The king of 
Caftille, with full twenty thoufand men, wa5 en-: 
zatnpcd not far from them. Sir Gafton de Bearn 
md the count de Foix, cxpeding the count d'Ar- 
mag^ac, waited for him three days : on the fourth 
a herald arrived from the count d'Armagnac with 
letters to fir Gafton, to fay he could not come, and 
chat it was hot agreeable to him to arm in behalf of 
^e country of Beam, for at prcfcnt he had not 
any Intereft in it. 

' Sir Gafton, perceiving he was not to have any 
afSftance from the count d'Armagnac, was much 
aftonifhed, and aflced the count de Foix and the 
barons of Bearn, how he Ihould aft. * My lord,* 
replied the count de Foix, ' fince we arc aflem- 
bled, we will offer batdc to your enemies.' This 
advice was followed, and in/lantly they all armed :• 
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thefimight he kh(Mt twelve himdred men wUh UU^ 
mets and fix thoufand on foot. 

* The count dc Foix, wth the vah diviflbn^^ 
charged the king of Caftille and bis army in thewr 
quaiters. The batde Was very fevere ahd bl6ody r 
vpiprards ^ of two ifhoufand Caflillians Were flaih « 
The count de !Poix made prifoners the ion and 
brother of the king of Caftilk, whom he feilt to 
fir Gafton de B6arn, who commanded the rear S* 
vilion. The Caftillians were completely defeatedr 
The count de Foix purfued them as far aB the 
gates of Saint Andero in Bifcay, where the king 
took refuge in an abbey, and put on a monk's 
frock, otherwife he would hare been taken *^ 
tliofe faved themfelves who could, on board of 
veffels. 

' The count de Foix, on hii return to &* Gofton 
de Beam, was received by him with much joy, as 
indeed he had reafon, for he had faVed his lumour 
and fecured the country, which otherwife would 
have been loft. 

^ This battle and defeat of the Caftillians, and 
the capture of the fon and brother of the king, 
induced him to accede to a peace with the- lord di^ 
B^arn on fuch terms as he dictated. 

' Sir Gafton de B6arn, oh his return to Orth^s, 
in the prefence of all the knights of Beai^n and Foix, 
took the count de Foix by the hand and faid » 
* Fair fon, you are indeed my fon, my loyal fon, 
and have fecured for ever my honour and the 
honour of my country. The count d'A^inagnac, 

who 
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Yilu>iMlTiedin3rtikllcft daughter;, has tecufed iiimi* 
felf from aflifting in the defence of my inherit!aiu^> 
in which he was fo much interefted. I therefore 
declare that he ha3 forfeited and ihall lofe whatever 
ihare he may have expefted from it in behalf of 
my daughter. You, count de Foix, Ihall inherit 
die whole of my territory of Beam after my deceafe, 
you and your heirs for ever. I entreat and com- 
dutrid aH my fubjeds, to agree with me, and to 
ied this gift, which I prefent to you, my fair fon 
of Poix/ All prefent anfwcrcd, ' My lord, we 
w31tnoft cheerfully do fo.' 

^ Thus did the former counts de Foix become 
lords of Beam : they bear the arms and the name, 
and have the fwar-cry and profit. However,, the 
Armagnacs have not the lefs urged^ their claims to 
thofe rights they fay they are entitled to i and diis 
b the caofe of the quarrel and war between Ar- 
magnac, Foix and Beam/ 

* By ray faith,' faid I to the knight, * you 
Have perfectly well explained the matter. I never 
before heard any thing of it, but, fince I now de, 
I will perpetuate it, if God grant that I return to 
my own country. But there is one thing more I 
could wilh to know : what caufed the death of the 
fon pf the count de Foix ?' The knight becam? 
penfive, and faid ^ It is too melancholy a fubjeft : 
1 therefore wiih not to fpeak of it \ but when you 
iare at Orthcs, if you aflc, you will find many 
tterc who will tell you the whole hiftory.' I 
was obliged to content my felf with this anfwcr; fo 
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"we continued oiir journey uiifil wc arrived 
Morknsi 
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UK JOHN FROISSART ARRIVES AT 0RTHES.->-A1« 
OLD S<Xt7IR£ RELATES TO HIM THE CRUEII 
DEATH OF THE ONLY SON OF Trfjfe COUNT DB 
FOIX^ AND HOW STRANGE DREAMS AFFECTED 
SIR PETER D4 BEARN, BASTARJD-BROTHER TO 
THE COUNt. 

• 

^^N the morrow wc fct oiit, ^d dined at Mont-* 
^^ gerblal, when having remounted; and drank 
a cup at Ercic, we arrived by fim-fct at Orthcs. 
The knight difmountcd at his own houfe : and I 
did the fame at the hotel of the Moon, kept by a 
fquire of the count, called Emauton du Pin> who 
received me wjth much plealurc on account of my 
being a Frenchman. 

Sir Efpaign du Lyon, who had accompanied mc, 
went to the caftle, to fpeak with the count on his 
afEurs : he foynd him in his galleryj for a little 
before that hour he had dined. It was a cuftom 
with the count, which he had followed from his 
infancy, to rife at noon and fup at midnight. 

The knight informed him of my arrival, and I 
was inftantly fent for > for he is a lord above all 
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others who (ielights to fee ftrangcrs, in order to 
hear news. On my entering, he received me hand' 
fbmely, and retained me of his houfehold, where 
I ftaid upwards of twelve weeks well entertained> 
as were my horfes. 

Our acquaintance was ftrengthened by my having 
brought with me a book which! had made at the 
defire of Winceflaus of Bohemia, duke of Luxem'« 
bourg and Brabant. In this book, called k Me- 
liador, are contained all the fongs, ballads, roun« 
debys and virelays, which that gendc duke had 
compofed, and of them I had made this colledtion. 

Every ni^t after fupper I rtad out to him parts : 
during which time neither he nor any one elfe fpoke, 
for he was defirous I ihould be well heard, and 
took much delight in it. When any paflages were 
not perfe£Uy clear, he himfelf difcuflcd them with 
me, not in his Gafcon language but in very good 
French. 

I fhall relate to you feveral things refpe6Hng him 
and his houfehold, for I tarried there as long as I 
could gain any information. 

Count Gallon Phoebus de Foix, of whom I am 
now fpeaking, was at that time fifty-nine years 
old; and I muft fay, that although I have feen 
very many knights, kings, princes and others, I 
have never feen any fo handfome, either in the 
form of his limbs and Ihape, or in countenance, 
which was fair and ruddy, with grey and amorous 
eyes, that gave delight whenever he chofe to ex- 
prefs afFedlion. He was fo perfedtly formed one 
could not praifc him too much. He loved carneftly 
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the ddiigs he ought to love, and hatect thoftirl^di 
it >vas becofning him fo to hate« He was a prudent 
knight, full of enterprife and of wiiHom^ He had 
never anf men of abandoned ch^adter with him, 
reigned prudently, and was conilant in his devo- 
tions. There were regular no&urnals from the 
Pfaltef, prayers from the rituals to the virgm^ to 
the Holy Ghoil, and from the buri^ fervice* He 
had every day diftributed as alms^ at his gate, five 
florins in fmall coin, to all corners^ He was liberal 
and courteous in his gifts ^ and well knew how to 
take when it was proper, and to give back where 
he had confidence. He mightily loved dogs above 
all other animals; and during the fummer and 
winter amufed himfelf much with hunting. He 
never liked any foolifh works nor ridiculous ex- 
travagancies ; and would know every month tht 
amount of his expenditure. He chole from his 
own fubjc6ts twelve of the moft able to receive and 
adminifter his finances : two of them had the 
managenicnt for two months, when they were 
changed for two others ; and from them he feledted 
one as comptroller, in whom he placed his greatefl 
cofindence, and to whom all the others rendered 
their accounts. This comptroller accounted by 
rolls or written books, which were laid before the 
count. He had certain coffers in his apartment, 
from whence he took money to give to dif- 
ferent knights, fquires or gentlemen, when they 
came to wait on him j for none ever left him 
without a gift; and thefe fums he continually 
iDcreafiwl, in order to be prepared for any event 
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that might happen. He was eafy of accefs to 
all^ and entered very freely into difcourfej though 
laconic in his advice and in his anfwers. Ha 
employed four fecretaries to write and copy 
his letters ; and thefe fecretaries were obliged 
to be in readinefs the moment he came oiK 
from his clofet. He called them neither John^ 
Walter, nor William, but his good-for-^nbthan^j 
to whom he gave his letters after he had read 
them, either to copy, or to do any thing elfe he 
might command. . 

In fuch manner did the count de-Foix live. 
When he quitted his chamber at midnight, for 
fupper, twelve fei*vants bore each a large lighted 
torch before him, which were placed near his table 
and gave a brilliant light to die apartment* The 
hall was full of knights and fquires ; and there were 
* plenty of tables laid out for any perlbo who chofe 
to fup. No one fpoke to him at his table, unleis 
he firft. began a converfation. He commonly ate 
heartily of poultry, but only the wings and thighs ; 
for m the day-time, he neither ate nor drank muclu 
He had great pleafure i& hearing minftrels, as he 
himfelf was a proficient in the fcience, and made 
his fecretaries fing fongs, ballads and roundelays. 
He remained at table about two hours ; and was 
pleafed when fanciful difhes were ferved up to him* 
which having feen, he immediately fent them to 
the tables of his knights and fquires. 

In ihort, every thing conlidered, though I laA 
before been in feveral courts of kings, dukes^ 
princes, counts, and noble la(Ues, I was never at 
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one which plcafcd me more, nor wis I ever more 
delighted with feats of arms, than at this of the 
count de Foix. There were knights and fquires 
to be fecn in every chamber, hall and court, going 
backwards and forwards, and converfmg on Arms 
and amours* Every thing honourable was there to 
be found. All intelligence from diftant countries 
was there to be learnt ; for the gallantry of the 
count had brought vifitprs from all parts of the 
world. It was there I was informed of the greater 
part of thofe events which had happened in Spain, 
Portugal, Arragon, Navarre, England, Scotland, 
and on the borders of Languedoc ; for I faw, 
during my refidence, knights and fquires arrive 
from every nation. I therefore made inquiries 
from them, or from the count himfelf, who cheer- 
fully converfed with me. 

I was very anxious to know, feeing the hotel 
of the count fo fpacious and fo amply fupplied, 
what was become of his fon Gafton, and by what 
accidents he had died, for fir Efpaign du Lyon 
would never (atisfy my curiofity. I made fo many 
inquiries, that at laft an old and intelligent fquire 
informed me. He thus began his tale : 

* It is well known that the count and countefs 
de Foix are not on good terms with each other, 
nor have they been fo for a long time. This dif- 
fention arofe from the king of Navarre, who is 
the lady's brother. The king of Navarre had 
offered to pledge himfelf for the lord d'Albreth, 
whom the count de Foix held in prifon, in the 
fum of fifty thoufand francs.- The count de Foix, 
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knowing the king of Navarre to be crafty and 
feithlefs, would not accept his fecurity, which 
piqued the councefs^ and raifed her indignation 
againft her hulband : fhe faid,. — * My lord, you 
fhow but little confidence in the honour of my 
brother, the king of Navarre, when you will not 
truft him for fifty thoufand francs : if you never 
gain more from the Armagnacs and Labrifllens 
than you have done, you ought to be con- 
tented : yoi) know that you are to afllgn over my 
dower, which amounts to fifty thoufand fi^cs, 
into the hands of my brother : therefore you can- 
not run any rifk for the re-payment/ ' Lady, 
you fay truly,' replied the count ; • but, if I 
thought the king of Navarre would ftop the pay- 
ment for that caufe, the lord d*Albrcth Ihould 
never leave Qrthcz until he had paid me the ut- 
moft farthing. Since, hoi^cver, you entreat it, it 
fliall be done, not out of love to you, but out of 
^ffc'ftion to my fon/ 

* Upon this, and from the aflurance of the king 
of Nayarre, who acknowledged himfelf debtor tq 
fhe count de Foix, the lord d'Albreth recovered 
his liberty : he turned to the French intercft, and 
married the lifter of the duke of Bourbon: He 
paid, at his convenience, to the king of Navarre 
die film of fifty thoufand franps, according to his 
obligation i but that king never repaid them to 
the count de Foi:!^, 

' The count on this fjud to his wife, < Lady, 
you nmft go to your brother in Navarre, and tell 
hiiQ that I am very ilt fatisfied with him for witl\- 
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holding from mc the fum he haiwoeivcd on my 
account.* The lady replied, ihc wouM cheerfully 
go thither, and fct out from Orthes with her at- 
tendants. On her arrival at Pampeluna, her bro^ 
dier the king of Navarre received her with much 
joy. The lady punftually delivered her meflage, 
which when the king had heard, he replied, '■ My 
feir fifier, the money is yours, as your dower 
from the count de Foix ; and, fince I have pof- 
ftSSon of it, it fhall never go out of the kingdom 
of Navarre.* * Ah, my lord,* replied the lady, 

• you will by this create a great hatred between the 
tount de Foix and me ; and, if you perfift in this 

' refblution, I Ihall never dare return, for my lord 
will put me to death for having deceived him.* 

* I cannot fay,* anfwered the king, who was un- 
willing to let fuch a fum go out of his hands, 
' how you fhould aft, whether to remain or re- 
turn I but as I have poffeflion of the money, and 
it is my right to keep it for you, it Ihall never 
leave Navarre.* 

^ The countefs de Foix, not being aiUe «) ob- 
tain any other anfwer, remained in Navartt, not 
daring to return home. The count de Foix, pcr- 
.ceiving the malice of the king of Navarre, be^n 
to deteft his wife, though fhe was no way to 
blamcj for not returning after fhe had delivered 
his meflage. In truth, Ihe was afraid ; for fhe 
knew her hufband to be cruel when difplcafcd with 
any one. Thus things remained. Gafiion, the 
fon of my lop}y grew up, and became a fine young 
gentleman. He was married to the ddxifgbmr of 
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the count (f Armagnac^. fifter to the preient count 
and to fir Bernard d^Armagnac ; and by diis 
union peace was infured between Foix and At* 
magnac. The youth might be about fifteen or 
fixteen years old : he was a very handfome %iine 
and the cv/Bt refemblance to his father in his whole 
form. 

He todc it into his head to make a journey intp 
Navarre, to yifit his mother and uncle ; bitt it 
was an unfoitonate journey for him and fi>r tbb 
country^ On his arrival in Navarre, he *!W» 
i^ikadidly entertained; and he ftaid ibme time 
with his mothen On taking leave, he could mt 
prevail on her, notwithftanding his remonikaiioes 
and entreaties, to accompany him back s for, the 
lady having afked if the count de Foix his £ttber 
had ordered him to bring her back, he replied, 
ihat when he fet cxut, no fuch ofxlers had been 
^vep, which caufed her to fear trufling herfelf 
with him. She therefore remained^ and the heir 
of Foix went to Pamp^lima to take leave of his 
uncle. The king entertained him well, and de- 
tained him upwards of ten days : on his depar* 
ture,, he made him handfome prefents, and didthe 
iame by hi$ attf^dants. The laft gift the king 
gave him was the cauie of his death, and I wHl 
tell you how it happened. As the youth was on 
die point of fetting out, the king took him pri- 
vately into 1^ chamber, wd gave him a bag full 
of powder, which was of fixrh pemieious quality as 
would cauie die death of any .one that eat of k; 
^ GArn, my £ur nq»hew,' faU the lung^ ^ will 
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you do what I am about to tell you ? You fee hov 
unjuftly the count de Foix hates your mother, 
who being my fifterj it difpleafes me as much as 
it Ihould you. If you wifti to reconcile your&ther 
to your mother^ you muft take a fmall pinch of 
this powder, and, when you fee a proper oppor- 
tunity, drew it over the meat deftined for your 
fiuher's table s but take care no one fees you* The 
inftant he fhall have tailed it, he will be impatient 
for hU wife, your mother, to return to him ; and 
diey will love each other henceforward fo ftrongly 
they will never again be feparated* You ought 
to be anxious to fee this accompliihed. Do not 
tell it to any one -, for, if you do., it will lofe its 
cfied.- The youth, who believed every thing 
his uncle the king of Navarre had told him, re-> 
plied, he would cheerfully do as he had faid ; and 
on this he departed from Pampeluna^ on his return 
to Orthcs. His father the count de Foix received 
him with pleafure, and aflced what was the news 
in Navarre, and what prefents and jewels had been 
given him : he replied, * Very handfome. ones»' 
and fhewed them all, except the bag which con- 
tained the powder, 

f It was cuftomary, in the hotel de Foix, for 
. Gallon and his baflard brother Evan to fleep in 
the fame chamber : they mutually . loved each 
odier, and were dreflcd alike, for they were nearly 
of the fame fize and age. It fell out, that their 
clothes were once mixed together j and, the coat 
of Gaflon being on the bed, Evan, who was roa- 
liciou^ . enough, noticing the powder in the bag, 
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faid to GaftoHj ' What is this that you wear every 
day on your breaft ?* Gallon was not pleafed at 
the queftion> and replied^ * Give me back my 
coat^ Evan: you have nothing to do with it/ 
Evan flung him his coat^ which Gafton put on^ 
but was very penfive the whole day. Three days 
after J as if Gkxi was defirous of faving the life of 
the count de Foix> Gallon quarrelled with Evan 
at tennis^ and gave him a box on the ear. The 
boy was vexed at this^ and ran crying to the apart- 
ment of the county who hadjull heard mafs. The 
county on feeing him in tears, alked what was the 
matter. * In God's name, my lord,' replied Evan, 
^ Gallon has beaten me, but he deferves beating 
much more than I do.' * For what rcafon ?' faid 
the count, who began to have fome fufpictons. 
^ On my faith,' faid Evan, * ever lince bis return 
from Navarre, he wears on his breafl a bag of 
powder : I know not what ufc it can be of^ nor 
what he intends to do with it ; except that he has 
once or twice told me, his mother would foon re- 
turn hither, and be more in your good graces than 
ever flie was.' * Ho,' faid the count, ' hold thy 
tongue, and be fure^ thou do not mention what 
thou hall juft told me to any man breathing.* 
f My lord,' replied the youth, * I will obey you.' 
The count de Foix was very thoughtful on this 
fubjed, and remained alone until dinner-dme, when 
he role up, and feated himfelf as ufual at his table 
in the hall. His fon Gallon always placed the 
difhes before him, and tailed the meats. As foon 
as be hgid ferved th<: firll dilh, and done what was 
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nflial, the count caft: his eyes on hi<n, hairing 
ibnoed his plan^ and faw the ftrings of the bag 
hanging from his poarpoint. This Q^t made his 
blood boil;» and he i^id^ ' Gafton, come hithq* : I 
want to whifper you fomething.' The youth ad-r 
yanced do the table, when the county opetuog hi$ 
iDofom, undid his pourpoint^ jind with itt& kni^ 
txLt away the bag. The young M^n waa thundefr 
ftruck, and. faid not a word> but turned fttle with 
fear, , and began to trembly exceedtn^y, hr he iras 
confcious he had done wrong. The count cqicfied 
die bag, took fome of the powder^ which he 
ftrewed over a flice of oread, and, filing a dog 
to him^ gave it him to eat. The inftant the 
^og had eaten a morfei, his eyes rolled roiaid in 
his head, and he died. The count on this was 
very wroth, and indeed had reafon: rifing from 
table, he would have ilruck his fon with a knife ; 
but the knights and fquires rufhed in between 
them, faying, ' For God's lake, my lord, do not 
be too hafly, but make further inquiries be£:)re 
you do any iil to your fon.* The firft words the 
count uttered were in Gafcon ; * Ho, Gafton, thcwi 
traitor ! for thee, and to increafe thy inheritance 
which would have come to thee, have I made 
war, and incurred the hatred of the kings ^ of 
France, England, Spain, Navarre and Arragon, 
and have borne myfelf gallandy ag^nft them, and 
thou wilheft to murder me ! Thy difpofitian muft 
be infarnoufly bad : know therefore thou fhalt die 
with this blow.* And, leaping over the tahk with 
a knife in his hand, he would have ilain himj but the 
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knights and fquires agsan interfered^ and on their 
knees faid to him with tears, * Ah, ah ! my lord, 
<br Heaven's fake, do not kill Gafton : you hare 
no other child. Let him be confined and inquire 
'fiirther into die bufinefs. Perhaps he was igno- 
rant what Was in the bag, and may therefore be 
'blamelefs.' ^ Well,* replied the count, * let him be 
' confined in the dungeon, but fo fafely guarded that 
he may be forthcoming.' ThjC youth was there- 
fore confined in this tower. The count had ihany 
of thofe who ferved his fon arretted, but not all ; 
for 'feveral efcaped out of the country : in par- 
ticular, die bifhop of Lefcar*, who was much 
fiifpc6bcd, as were fevcral others. He put to 
death hot lefs than fifteen, after they had fufFered 
the torture ; and the reafon he gave was, that it 
was impoffible but they mufl have becri acquainted 
with the fecrets of his fon, and they ought to have 
informed him by faying, ' My lord. Gallon wears 
conftandy on his breaft a bag of fuch and fuch a 
form.' This they did not do, and fufFered a ter- 
rible death for it ; which was a pity, for there were 
not in all Gafcony fuch handfome or well-ap- 
pointed fquires. The houlchold of the count dc 
Foix was always fplendidly eflablifhed. 

^ This bufinefs went to the heart of the count, 
as he plainly fhewcd ; for he aflembled at Orthfts 
a31 the nobles and prelates of Foix and Beam, 
and others the principal perfons of, the country. 
When they were met, he informed them of the 



^ LefGar,«-a city ia Bearn> about one league from Pan. 
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caufe of ills calling, them together, arid told them 
how culpable he had found Gafton i infomuch that 
it was his intendon he fhould be put to death, ^ 
he thought him deferving of it. They unani- 
moufly replied to this fpeech, — * My lord, faving 
your grace's favour, we will not that Gafton he 
put to death ; he is your heir and you have none 
other.' When the count thus heard his fubje£b 
declare their fentiments in favour of his fbn, he 
hefitated, and thought he might fuificiendy chai^ 
tife him by two or three months confinement* 
when he would fend him on his traveb for a few 
years until his ill conduft (hould be, forgotten, and 
he feel grateful for the lenity of his puniifament. 
He therefore diflblved the meeting; but thofe of 
Foix would not quit Orthes until the count had af- 
fured them Gafton Ihould not be put to death, 
' fo great was their affedion to him. He com=: 
plied with their requeft, but faid he would keep 
him fome time in prifon. On this promife, thofe 
who had been aflembled departed, and Gafton re- 
mained a prifoner in Orthes. News of this was 
fprcad far and near, and reached pope Gregory XI. 
who relided at Avignon : he fcnt inftandy the car- 
dinal of Amiens, as his legate, to Beam, to ac- 
commodate this affair ; but he had fcarcejy tra- 
velled as far as Beziers, when he heard he had x\io 
need to continue his journey, for that Gafton, the 
fon of the Count de Foix, was dead. I will tell 
you the caufe of his death, fince I have faid fo 
much on the fubjed:. The count de Foix had 
caufcd him to be confined in a room of the dun- 
geon 
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geoa where *ras little light : there he remained (ot 
ten days. He fcarcely eat or drank any thing of 
the food which was regularly brought to him, but 
threw it afidev I is faid, that after his death> all 
the meat was found untouched, fo that it is mar- 
vellous how he could have lived fo long. The 
count would not permit any on« to remain in the 
chamber to advife or comfort him : he therefore 
never put oflF the clothes he had on when he en- 
tered his prifon. This made him melancholy and 
vexed him, for he did not expeft fo much harfh- 
ncfs : he therefore curfed the hour he was born, and 
lamented that he ihould come to fuch an end. On 
the day of his death, thofe who brought him food 
faid, * Gallon, here is meat for you.* He paid 
not any attention to it, but faid, ' Put it down.* 
The perfon who ferved him, looking about, faw 
all tte meat untouched that he had brought thither 
the laft days : then, (hutting the door, he went to 
the count and faid, * My lord, for God's fake, 
look to your fon: he is ftarving himfelf in his 
prifon. I do not believe he has eaten any thing 
fincc his confinement j for I fee all that I have 
carried to him lying on one fide untouched.' Oi> 
hearing this, the count was enraged, and, without 
faying a word, left his apartment and went to the 
prifon of his fon. In an evil hour, he had in 
his hand a knife, with which he had been pairing 
and cleaning his nails, he held it by the blade fo 
clofely that fcarcely the thicknefs of a groat ap- 
peared of the point, when, puftiing afide the ta- 
peftry that covered the entrance of the prifon, 

through 
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tki-oi^h ill luck^ he hit his fon on a Vein of Uf 
throat, as he uttered, * Ha, traitor, why cjc^ not 
thou eat?' and inftantly left the rooni', without 
faying or doing any thing more. The youth was 
much frightened at his father's arrival, and withal 
exceedingly weak from failing. The point of the 
knife, fmall as it was, cut a vein, which as ibon 
as he felt he turned himfelf on one fide and died. 
The count had barely got back agdn to his 
apartment when the attendants of his ion came 
and faid, * My lordj Gafton is dead.* * Dead!' 
cried the count. ^ Yes, God help me ! indeed 
he is my lord.' The count would not believe it, 
and fent one of his knights to fee. The knight, 
on his return, confirmed the news. The count 
was now bitterly aflfefted,-and cried out, * Ha, ha> 
Gailon ! what a forry bufmefs has this turned out 
for thee and me ! In an evil hour didit thou go to 
vifit thy mother in Navarre. Never ihall I again 
enjoy the happinefs I had formerly.* He then 
ordered his barber to be fent for, and was ihaven 
quite bare : he clothed himfelf, as well as his 
whole houfehold, in black. The body of the 
youth was borne, with tears and lamentations, , to 
the church of the Auguftin friars at Orthes, where 
it was buriedt Thus have I related to you the 
death of Gafton de Foix: his father killed him 
indi^e^, but the king of Navarre was the caufc of 
this fad event.' 

My heart was much afFedted at this recital of 
the fquire of Bearn relative to the death of Gaf- 
ton ; and, I was truly forry for the count his father, 

whom 
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wkMI t ibilnd a magnificent^ gctteroiis ind cour- 
teous iordytnd alfo for the country that was dif^ 
conttoird for want of an heir. I then took leave 
of thdfquire, after having thanked him for the 
pkB&sn his narration had given me. I faw him 
frequendy afterwards in the hotel de Foix^ when 
We had always fome converfadon. I once aiked 
him about fir Peter de Bearn^ baftard-brother to 
die count, who feemed to me a knight of great 
vaioufy and if he were rich, or married* ^ Mar«- 
ried indeed he b/ replied he, ^ but neither his 
wife iior children live with him.* * For whac 
rtafon?* faid I« ^ I will tell you/ replied the 
(quire. 

* Sir. Peter de Btarn has a cuftom, whca 
afleep in the night-time, to rife, arm himfelf, 
draw hia fword, and to begin fighting as if he were 
10 aftual combat. The chamberlains and valets 
who deep iti his chamber to watch him, on hearing 
him rife, go to him, and inform him what he is 
'doing : of all which, he tells them, he is quite 
ignorant, and that they lie. Somedmes they 
K^rt neither arms nor fword in his chamber, when 
he makes fuch a noife and clatter as if all the de- 
vils in hell were there. They therefore think it 
beft to replace the arms, and fometimes he forgets 
them, and remains quietly in his bed.' 

I again afked, if he had a large fortune with 
his wife. ' Yes, in God's name, had he,* faid 
the fquire ; * but the lady keeps poflcflion of it, 
and enjoys the profits, except a fourth part, which 
fir Peter has.' * And where docs his lady refide ?' 

• She 



/ • 



2©8 

' She li^es with her coufin the king bt Caftilk: 
her father was count of Bifcay and coufin^-g^rman 
to don PedrOi who put him to death. He wanted 
alfo to lay /hands on this lady, to confine her. He 
feized her lands^ and as long as he lired fhe re* 
ceived nothing from them; It was tdd her^ when, 
by the death of her father j flie became coimtefs 
of Bifcay, — * Lady> fave yourfelf ; for, if^ don 
Pedro lay hands on youi he will put you to deadly 
or at lead imprifon you, for he is much enraged 
that you fhould fky he ftrangled his qtieen, fifter 
to the duke of Bourbon and the queen of France, 
in her bed; and yoUr evidence is more readily 
believed than any other, for you Were of her bed- 
chamber.* 

* For this reafon^ the countefs Florence de 
^ Bifcaye quitted the country with few attendants, 

as one naturally wifhes to fly from death, pafied 
through Bifcay and came hither, when fhe toM my 
lord her hiftory. 

* The count, who is kind and afieftionate to all 
ladies and damfels, had compaflion on her, de- 
tained her at his court, and placed her with the 
lady dc 1^ li^araflc, a great baronefs of this country, 
and provided her with all things fuitabie to her 
rank. Sir Peter de Beam, his Brother, was at 
that time a young knight, and had . not then this 
cufl:om*of fighting in his fleep, but was much 
in the good graces of the count, who concluded a 
marriage for him with this lady, and recovered her 
Jands from don Pedro. She has a fon and daughter 
by fir Peter, but they are young, and with her in 
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CaSilie^ fi>r' (he woiUd not leaire diem with tfaeijr 
ikther; and fhe has the right of enjoying the 
greater part of her own lands.* 

^ Holy Mary ! ' faid I to the fquirc, * how came 
jtfae knight to have fuch fancies, that he cannot 
fleep quietly in bed, but muft rife and fkirmifh 
about the houfe ! this is very Arrange / ' By my 
f^th/ anfwercd the fquire, * they have frequently 
srfked him) but he knows nothing about it. The 
firfl time it happened, was on the night following 
a day when he had hunted a wonderfully large bear 
in the woods of Beam, This bear had killed four 
of his dogs and wounded many more, fo that the 
others were afraid of him ; upon which fir Peter 
drew his fword, of Bourdeaux ftecl, and advanced 
on the bear with great rage, on account of the 
lofs of his dogs : he combated him a long time 
with much bodily danger, and with great difficultv 
flew him, when he returned to his caftlc of Lan- 
guedudon, in Bifcay, and had the bear carried with 
him. Every one was aftonilhed at the enormous 
fize of the beaft, and the courage of the knight 
who had attacked and flain it. 

' When the countefs of Bifcay, his wife, faw 
the bear, ihe inftandy fainted, and was carried to 
her chamber, where Ihe continued very difconfo- 
late all that and the following day, and would not 
fey what ailed her. On the third day fhe told her 
hufband ^ fhe fhould never recover her health until 
(he -had made a pilgrimage to St. James's fhrinc 
at Cgmpoflella. Give me leave, therefore, to go 
thither, and to carry my fon Peter, and my 
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daughter Adrleime wkh me : I rrquftft it of you/ 
Sir Peter toecaftly complied i flie had packed up 
all her jewels and plate unobferved by any one j 
for fee had refolved never to return again. 

* The liady let out on her pilgrimage^ atid took 
that opportunity of vifiting her coufins^ the king 
and queen of Caftille, who entertained her hand- 
fomely. She is ftill with them» and will neither 
i^eturn herfclf nor fend the children. The famfe 
night he had hunted and kiUed the bear, this 
ci^m of walking in his fleep fei^ed him. It is 
rumoured, the lady was afraid of foniething un- 
fortunate happening, the moment (he faw the bcar> 
and this caufed her. fainting -, for that her father 
once hunted this bear, and during the chiace^ a 
voice cried out^ though he faw ndbody> * Thou 
hunteft me : yet I wifli thee no ill -, but thou (halt 
die a miferable death/ The lady remembered diis 
when Ihe faw the bear, as well as that her father 
had been beheaded by don Pedro without any 
caule; and 0\c maintains, that fomething unfor- 
tunate will happen to her huiband ; and tltat what 
paiTes now is nothing to what will come ro pafs* 
I have told you the ftory of Sir Peter de Bearn>* 
faid the (quire, * in compliance with your wiiQies : 
it is a well-known fad j and what do you think of 
it ?* 

I was very penfive at the wonderfol things I had 
heard, and replied, ' I do believe every thing you 
have faid : we fiiid in ancient authors, how gods 
and goddefles formerly changed men into bealls^ 
according to their pleafure, and women alfo into 

birds. 
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birds, Thii Wa^, thercft/re, flight hive feccn a 
knighi hurttihg fn the foreft of Bifcay, when he, 
percManfcc, angered fortie god Or goddels, who 
chafiged hint into a beaf , to do penance, as Ac- 
tcon was transfoi*m'ed into a ftag.* ' Afteon?'' 
criefl thfc fquire : * my gdxid fir do relate it, for 1* 
(hall be ve^ happy to lift en t6 you/ ^ Accordf-' 
ing to ancient audiors, we read that Afteon was a* 
handfome and accomplifhed knight, who loved 
dogs and the chace aix>ve all things. He was 
once hunting a ftag of a prodigious fize: the 
chace laftcd the whole day, when he loft his men 
and his hounds $ but, eager in purfuing the ftag, 
he came to a large meadow, furrounded by high 
tfws, in wiiich was a fountain, where the gpddeis 
of Chaftity and her nymphs were bathing them- 
fefvcs. Th^ knight came upon them fo fuddenly 
ths^ Aey wire not aware of him, and he had ad- 
vanced fo'fai* He could not retreat. The nymphs, 
in' difcir fright, ran to tover their miftrefs, whole 
modtfty V^as wounded at being thus fcen naked. 
She ^^iewed the knight over the heads of her at- 
tendants, aftd faid, ' Afteon, whoever has fent 
thee hither hias no great love for thee : I will not, 
dtat When thou (halt go hence, thou brag of having 
fccn me naked, as well as my nymphs ; and for 
the outrage thou haft committed, thou ftialt per- 
form a penance. I change thee, therefore,: ii^o*. 
the' form of tfie ftag thou haft this day hunted/ 
He wias iriftantly transformed into a ftag, who na- 
turkliy loves waters. 
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^ Thus it may have happened with regard to 
the bear whofe hiftory you have told me, and the 
cbuntefs may have had fome knowledge or fome 
fears which at the moment flie would not difco- 
ver : (he therefore ought to be excufcd for what 
Ihe has done/ The fquire anfwcfred, * It may 
perchance be fo / and thus ended our convcr- 
fation. 



CHAP. xxxn. , 
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THE COUNT DE FOIX HOLDS SOLEMN FESTIVALS 
ON THE FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS AND AT 
CHRISTMAS; DURING WHICH FROISSART BE- 
COMES ACQJTAINTED WITH BASTOT DE MAU- 
LEON, WHO RELATES TO HIM, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, HOW SEVERAL OF THE CAPTAINS OF 
THE FREE COMPANIES WERE DEFEATED BEFORE 

THE TOWN OF SANCERRE, HOW HE SURPRISED 

THETOWN OFTHURIE IN THE ALBIGEOIS, AND 
HOW ONE OF THE NAME OF LIMOUSIN RE- 
VENGED AN OUTRAGE COMMITTED- AGAINST 
MIM BY LOUIS RAIMBAUT. 

A MONG the folemnities which the count dc 
-^^ Foix obfcrves on high feftivals, he moft 
magnificently keeps the fcaft of St. Nicholas, as . 
I learnt from a fquire of his houfehpld the third 
day ofter my arrival at Orth^S. He holds this 

feaft 
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fcaft more fplendidly than that of Eafter^ and has 
a moft magnificent court, as I my felf noticed, be- 
ing prefent on that day. The whole clergy of the 
town of Orthes, with all its inhabitants, walk in 
proccflion to feek the count at the caftle, who on 
foot returns with them to the church of Saint Ni- 
cholas, where is fung the pfalm ' Benediftus Do- 
minus, Deus meus, qui docet manus meas ad 
prcelium, et digitos mcos ad bellum,' from the 
Pfalter of David, which, when finiflied, recom- 
mences, as is done in the chapels of the pope or 
king of France, on Chriftmas or Eafter-days, for 
there were plenty of choirifters. The biftiop of 
Pamiers fang the mafs for the day j and I there 
heard organs play as melodioufly as I have ever 
heard in any place. To fpeak briefly and trulyi 
the count ^de Foix was perfeft in perfon and in 
mind ; and no contemporary prince could be com- 
pared with him for fenfe, honour or liberality. 

At the feafts of Chriftmas, which he kept with 
great folemnity, crowds of knights and fquires 
from Gafcony waited on him, to all of whom' he 
gave fplendid entertainments. I faw there the 
bourg d'Efpaign, of whofc furprifing ftrength fir 
Efpaing duLyon had told me, which made me more 
defirous to fee him, and the count fhewed him 
many civilities. I faw alfo knights from Arragon 
and England j which laft were of the houfchold 
of the duke of Lancafter, who at that time rc- 
fided at Bourdeaux, whom the count received very 
gracioufly, and prefented with handlbme gifts. 

I made acquaintance witji thcfe knights, and by 
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idbcm Fa$ infprincd of ftyeral tbii)g$ wfcich fe^rf 
happened in C^&ilk, Navarre ajid i^wtjpgrf, y^Uck 
I ih^l clearly detail in proper tUne md pl^ce. 

I faw there alfp a pfcQO fquire> calif d h baftpf 
4c Majulcon^ an expert man at ar^l$> and about 
fifty years old, according tp his appcaraocp, H^ 
arrived at the hotel of fhe Moon, |vh(cr^ I Ipdge^ 
ii^ith Ernaiiton du Pin, i^ grand array> having hd 
jborfcs with him lilqe to a great barpn, an^ h^ W^ 
hi$ attcndan|:s were fervcd on plate of go}d nr^ 
lilver. Wher> I heard his oame, and W liQW 
IDpch refpcd the coynt de Fpix and J^ll (hf othier^ 
paid hiffi, I alked fir Efpajng du Lypri, ' h not 
this fhe iquife who quitted th^ caftlc pf Trigslf^t, 
ivhen fhf dpke of jP^nypn lay Ibefprc S^^^^rQifin ?' 
* Ye^/ replied he; * and he is a§ able a paptaia 
gpd a? gpod a n?^ at arms a^ any exifting.* Uppn 
this I befoyght his acquaintance, as he yfa$ |odg(sd 
in th^ fame h6tel as myielf, with a (roulin of his„ a 
Cafcon, called Arnauton, gpvernof of CaHat in 
Ayvergac, whom I well kney, aivi who agift^d 
me in it, as did alfo the bourg dp Copaire *. 

One night, as we ^er? fitting round the firf 
frhatping and waiting fqr midnight, which was the 
hour the count fupped, his cpuiin began a conver- 
fetion relative to his former life, and afked him to 
cell his adventures and fuccpfs in arms, without 
concealing jk)fs or profit, as he knew he could 
well remember them. Upon this he faid, • Sir 
John, have you in ypyr chronicle what I am going 
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to fpcak of?' ^ I do not know/ replied Ij * but 
begin your ftory, which I fhall be happy to hear; 
for I cannot rccoUcdt every particular of my hif- 
fsory, nor can I have been p^rfe^ly informed of 
ycry event.' ^ That is true/ added the fquire> and 
then began his hiftory m thefe words : 

^ The firft time I bore arms was under the captal 
4c Buch at the battle of Poitiers : by good luck I 
made that day three priibners, a knight and two 
fquiresi who paid me^ one with the othef, fojir 
thoufand francs. The following year I was ki 
Pruilia with the count de Foix and his coufin the 
captal^ under wHofe command I was. On our 
returUf wc found the duchefs of Normandy, 
the duchefs of Orleans and a great number of 
ladies and damfels ihut up in Meaux in Brie. 
The pealknts had confined them in the nuMket- 
place of Meaux, and would have violated diem, 
if God li^ad not fent us diitl^r \ for they were 
^ompl^tely -in their power, ^ they ^mounted to 
.mm than ten thoufand, and die ladies w^re alonep 
Upw^s of fix thoufand Jacks were killed on (he 
ipot, and they never afterwards rebelled. 

i At this dme there was a truce between the 
kings of France and E^l^nd, bu( tbfi king of 
Navarre pondnued the wa^ oi^ h\si owi^ perjfonal 
quarrel with the regent of France Tlie count d? 
Foix iseturned to his own ccomtryji but my maftcr 
and felf remained with the kin§ of l^^yarre and 
in his pay. We made, \Yith th^ J^lp 9C others, a 
fe vere war on France ; particularly in Picardy, 
where we took many town^s and qa^Hes in the 
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bifliopficks ^( Beauvais and Amiens: wc weft 
matters of the country and rivers, and gait^d very 
large fums of money. 

* When the truce expired between France and 
England, the king of Navarre difcontinued his 
i^ar, as peace had been made between hini and the 
regent. The king of England croifed the' fca 
with a large army, and laid (lege to Rheims, whi- 
ther he fent for the captal, who at that time was at 
Clermont in Bcauvoifis, carrying on the war on his 
owQ account. We joined the king of England and 
his children. But,' faid the fquire, *I fancy you 
mutt have written all this, and how the king of 
'England broke up his fiege through famiue, and 

how he came before Chartres, and how peace was 
made between the two kings.' * That is true,* 
replied 1 2 ^ 1 have all this, as well as the treaties 
which were then concluded. - Upon this Baftotde 
Mauleon thus continued his narration : 

* This treaty of peace being conclu^d, it was 
neceflary for all men at arms and free companies, 
according to the word?, of the treaty, tfi evacuate 
the fortrefles or catties they held. Great numbers 
coUefted together, with many poor companions 
who had learnt the art of war tinder different com- 
manders, to hold councils as to what quarters diey 
Ihould march, and they faid among themfehresj, 

. that though the kings had made peace witfi each 
other, it was neceflary for them to live. They 
marched into Burgundy, where they had captains 
of all nations, Germans, ' Scots, and people from 
every country. I was there alfo as a papuin. Our 
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numbers m Burgundy, above the rivtr LcirCf 
were upwards of twelve thoufand, including ail 
forjcs i but I mud fay, that in this number, there 
were three or four thoufand good men at arms, as 
able and underftanding in war as any could be 
found, whether to plan an engagement, to feize a 
proper moment to fight, or to furprife and fcale 
towns and icaftles, and well inured to war; which 
juideed we fhewed at the battle of Brignais, where 
we Qvcrpowered the conftable of France, the count 
de ForiBts, with full two thoufand lances, knights 
and fquires. This battle was of great advantage to the 
^companions, for they were poor, and they then en- 
riched themfelves by good prifoners, and by the 
to^ns and ca(Ues which they took in the arch- 
bifhoprick of Lyons, on the river Rhone. They 
carried on their warfare until they had gained the 
Pont du St^ Efprit : and the pope and cardinaU 
would i)Ot have beei) freed from them until they 
had deftroyed every thing, if they had not thought 
of a good expedient, by fending to Lombardy for 
^ the marquis de Mpn)Lferrat, yfho was a gallant 
knight^ and at that time at war with the lord of 
Milan. On his arrival at Avignon, the pope and 
cardina}s had a conference with him ; and he ne- 
gotiated with the Englifh, Gafcon and German 
troops for their fervices, for fixty thoufand francs 
which the pope and cardinals paid to difi^rent 
leaders of thefc companies 5 fuch as fir John Hawk- 
wood, a valiant Engliih knight, fir Robert Bric- 
quct, Carfuclle, Naudon le Bagerant, le bourg 
Camus and many more. They marched into Lom- 
bardy, 
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bBtdfy having fiirrendcrcd the Pont du St. Efprit, 
and carried with dicm fix parts of the compa- 
nies ; but fir Sequin de Badef^j^ fir John Jewel, fir 
James Planchin, fir John Aymery, Ic bourg de Pc-j 
rigord, Efpiote, Louis Raimbaut, Limoufin, James 
Trittel and myfelf, with feveral others, remained 
behind. We had poffcflion of Anee, St. Clement, 
la BarreUe, la Terrarc, Brignats, le Pout St. Denis, 
I'HdjSkal d'Ortifart, and upwards of fixty cdUes 
•in the Maconnois, Forets, Velay*and in lower 
Burgundy on the Loir^. We ranfomed the^vhole 
country, and they could only be freed from us 
hy weB paying. We took> by a ^ighit-atUtck, la 
Charite, which we held for a year ^ half. Every 
-diing was ours from la Charit^ to Puy in Au- 
vergne, {for fir Sequin de Batcfol had left Anee, 
«nd refided at ^wude in Auvergne, whe^ he 
made great profit, and gained th^re and in die 
adjacent country upwards of pne hundred thovftnd 
francs) and below Loir^ as far as Orleans, with 
the comft^and of the whole riY^r AUier. Thc^ 
archpricfl:, who was then a good Frenchman and 
governor of NeyerSj^ could not remedy this -^ bvtt^ 
being our old acquaintance, we fomerimes com- 
plied with his entreaties to fpare the couatry. 
The archpricfl: did great godd to the Nivern^is, 
by fortifying the city of N^vers, which edierwiie 
would have been ruined feveral times ; for we had 
in the environs upwards of twenty-fix ftrong 
places, as well towns as cailles, and no knight, 
fquire, nor rich man dared to quit his home un- 
lefs he had compounded with us ; . and this war we 
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carried on tuider die name ^uid pretext of the king 
of Navarre. At ihis time happened the foatde of 
Cocherel t^ where the eaptal de Buch commanded 
for the king 6f Navarre^ and manjr knights ind 
fquirrs went from us to affi^ him: fir James 
IHanchin and Ar John Jewel carried with them 
puo hundred lances. I Md at this period t ciaftle 
failed le Bee d'AUier, pretty near to la Charitc, 
(Ml the road to the Bourbonois, and had under me 
forty lances, where I made great profit from the 
country near Moulins, and about St. Pour^ain f 
and St. Pierre J le Mouftier. When news wa? 
brought me that the captd, my mafter, was in 
Coutantin, coUeAing men fron^ ^1 parts, having 
a great deflre to fee him, I left my cafUe with 
twelve lances, with whom I joined fir James 
Planchin and fir John Jewel, and witJ^out acci- 
dent or adventure we came to the captal, I 
believe you muft have all this in your Mftory, as 
well as the event of the battle.' * Yes, I have,' 
faid I : ^ how the captal was made prifoner, and 
•fir James Planchin and fir John Jewel killed.* 
^ That is right,' added he: *I alfo was made 
prifoner; but good luck bcfcl me, for it was 
to^ my coufin : he was coufin to my coufin now 
by my fide, the bourg de Copaire; and hii name 
was Bernard de Turide : he was killed in Por- 



* Battle of Cocherel, 1364. 

f St. Pour9ain de Melcheres and St. Pour9am fur Vdbre, 
yilU^g^ of S^urhpnois, near Movlins. 

% St. Pierre Ic Moutier, — a town of Nivernois, fev^n leagues 
from, Moulins. 

tugal. 
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tugal> at the affair of Aljubarrota. Bemard> then 
umkr the command of fir Aymemon de Pom* 
.miers^ ranfomed me in the field for a thoufand 
francs^ and gave me a paflport to return to my 
fort of Bee d'Allicrs. Inftandy on my arrival, I 
counted out to one of my fervants a thou£md 
francs, which I charged him to carry to Parisi, and 
to bring me back letters of acquittance f6r the 
payment, which he did. At this fame feafon^ 
fir John Aymery, an Englifh knight, and the 
greateft captain we had, made an excuriiop dowa 
the Loire towards la Charite : he f<^ll into an am- 
bufcade x>f the lords de Rougemont and de Ven- 
delay, with the men of the archprieft. They w«c 
the ftrongcft^ and overpowered him : he was made 
prifoner, and ranfomed for thirty thoufand francs, 
which he inftantly paid dqwn^ He was howtver 
fo much vexed at being captured, and with hi$ 
lofs, that he fwore he would never re-enter his 
fort until he had had his revenge. He collefted 
therefore a large body of companions, and came 
. to la Charite on the lx)ire, and entreated the cap>- 
tains, fuch as Lamit, ,Carfuelle, le bourg de Peri- 
gord and myfelf (who were come, thither for 
our amufcment), to accompany him in an expcdi-?- 
tion. We alked him, ^ Whither V ^ By my 
faith,' replied he, * we will crofs the Loire at 
port St. Thibaut, and fcale the town and caftle 
of Sancerre*. I have made a vow, that I will 



* Sancerre, — ^an ancient town in Berry> near the Loire, eight 
leagues from fiourges. 

never 
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Rever re-enter my own caftk until I ihaU have feeit 
the boys of Sancerre ; and if we could conquer 
that garrifon, with the earl's children within it^ 
John^ Louis and Robert^ we Ihbiild be made men, 
and matters of the whole country. We niay. 
caiUy fucceed in our attempt, for they pay no at- 
tention to us, and our Temaining longer here is not 
qf any advantage/ * That is true/ we anfwered, 
and promifed to accompany him^ and went away 
to niake ourfclvcs ready. 

* It h^pened,' continued le ballot de Mau- 
leon> ' that our plot was difcovered, and known in 
the town of Sancerre. A valiant Iquire from the 
lower parts of Burgundy, called Guichart d'Albi<« 
gon, was at the time governor of the town^ whof 
took great pains to guard it well. The earl's 
children, who were all three knights, were with 
him. This Guichart had a brother a monk in the 
abbey of St. Thibaut near Sancerre, who was fent 
by the governor to la Charitc with the compo- 
fition-money that fome of the towns in the upper 
diftrifts owed. They were carelefs about him, 
and he difcovered, I know irot how, our inten- 
tions and what our numbers were, as well as the 
names of the captains of the different forts near la 
Charitc, with the ftrength of their garrifons, and 
alfo at what hour and in what man/icr wc were to 
crofs the river at Port St. Thibaut. Having 
gained this information, he haftened to difclofe ijc 
to his brother and the young knights of Sancerre. 
They made inftant preparations for their defence, 
and fcnt notice of the intended attack to the knights 
- * and 



and (qvifri^ of Bclrry aiid the Bourbonilois^ and m 
thfi captaih^ of the different garrifoti^ itt the nefigh^ 
b^iirhoody fo that they were faifr himdred good- 
lances. They placed a ftron^ ilnbttfcade^ of tt^d 
hundred ijpcarsi in a wood hear td the town. 

^ We fct out at fun-fet from la Chafitf, and 
rode on brifkly, in good order,' until we eaftie - to' 
PruUy, where \^e had cdllcded a number of bOKtIi' 
to pafe us and our horfes over the rrrer. We 
crofled the Loire, as we had intended, tad were 
all over itbotit midnight : out hof fts crofftd, alfo, 
without accident; buty ai day-brtadc was riiir. We 
ordered a hundred of our men to remain behindy W 
guaf d the horfes and boats ; and thi wft kttalieed' 
with a good pace^ paffing by the ambtfoadev Which-' 
toxJk no notice of us. When We had gM^ abbttt- 
a quarter of a league, they faHied forth tfpoflfti thbk 
at the river fide, whorti they ittftantfy cbhtjuered/ 
for all^ were flain or made prifonerii thd ht>riea 
were captured, and the pajffag« of the fiv^t* • iif- 
cured, whcn^ mounting our horf5^y they &utk: 
fpurs into them, and arrived at the tdfWft -di ibon 
as we did. They Ihouted on all fides, ' Our laUy 
for Sancerre !' for the count himfelf was in the' 
town with his men, and fir Louis and fir Robert- 
had' formed the ambufcade. We Were thus com- 
pletely furrounded^ and knew not Which way t6- 
turn ourfelvcs : the ftiock of lances waisi gf^at j for 
thofe on horfcback inftantly difmounted oh theif * 
arrival, and attacked us fiercely 5 but what hurt us 
the moft wais the impoflibility of extending Our 
from, for We wiire indofcd in a narrow rilftd, with*- 

hedges 
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hedges aiul viaeyards on each (idcy wi(h oUf cne^ 
TXiics before and behind us* They knew well the 
cormtry, and had pofted a body of their men and 
iervants in the vineyards^ who cail (tones and 
flints that bruifed us much: we could not retreat^r 
and had alio great difficulty to approach the town^ 
\rhich is iituated on a htlL 

' We had very hard work : fir John Aimery, 
our captain, who had led us thither^ was danger- 
oufly wounded by Guichart d'Albigon> who, ex- 
erting himieif to fave him^ puihedhim into a houfe 
in the town, and threw him on a bed, telling the 
taafter to take gteat care of his prifoner, and make 
haite to have kis wounds dreiTed, for his rank Was 
fuch, that if his life were faved, he would pay 
twenty thoufand francs.. On faying this^ Guichart 
left bis prifoner and returned to the battle, where 
he ihewed himfdlf a good man at arms. 

^ Among others, the young knights of Sancerre 
had ccMiie to defend the country, with (ir Guichard 
Dauphin, the lord de Marnay, fir Gerard and fir 
WiUiam de Bourbon, the lords de Couiant, de la 
Pierre, de la Palice, de Ncutcy, de la Croife, de 
la Sicete and many more : I mud fay it was a very 
hard fought murderous battle : we kept our ground 
a« long as we were able, infomuch that feveral 
w^re (Iain and wounded on both fides. By their 
aftiens they feemed more defirous to take us alive 
than to kill us : at laft they made prifoners of 
GarfeeUe, Lamit, Naudon, le bourg de Perigord, 
le bourg de TEfparre, Angerot, Lamontgis, Philip. 
du Roc, Pierre de Corthon, le Pefat de Pamiers, . 

Ic 



Ic bourg d*Armclcn i in fhort, all 6Ur companions 
who were in that neighbourhood. We were con- 
duced to the caftle of Sancerre in great triumph ; 
and the free companies never fufiered fuch lofs in 
France as they did that day. Guichart d'Albigon, 
however, loft his prifbner through negligence, 
for he bled fo much that he died : fuch was the end" 
of John Aimery. By this defeat, which happened 
under the walls of Sancerre, la 'Charite fur Loire 
furrendered to tfie French, as well as all the garri- 
fons thereabout, by which means we obtained our 
liberties, and had paffports given us to quit the 
kingdom of France and go whitherfocvcr we 
pleafed. Fortunately for us, fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin^ the lord de Beaujeu, fir Arholdd'An- 
dreghen and the count de la Marche, at this mo- 
ment undertook an expedition into Spain, to aflMt 
the baftard Henry againft don Pedro: Before that 
time, I was in Brittany at the battle of Auraye, 
where I ferved under fir Hugh Calvcrley, and re- 
covered my affairs 5 for the day was ours, and I 
made fuch good prifoners, they paid me two 
thoufand francs. I accompanied fir Hugh Cal- 
verley with ten lances into Spain, when we drove 
from thence don Pedro ; but when treaties were 
afterwards made between don Pedro and the prince 
of Wales, who wiftied to enter Caftille, I was 
there, in the company of fir Hugh Calverley, and 
returned to Aquitaine with him. 

^ The war was now renewed between the king 
of France and the prince : we had enough to do, 
fpr it was vigoroufly carried on 5 and great num- 
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bcrs of Englifti and Gafcon commanders loft their 
lives : however, thanks to God, I am ftill alive. 
Sir Robert Briquet was flain at a place called 
Olivet, in the . Or^cannois, fituated between the 
territories of the duke of Orleans and the country 
of Blois, where a fquire from Hainault, a gallant 
man at arms, and good captain, called Alars de 
Douftiennes, furnamed de Barbazan, for he was 
of that family, met him, and conquered b6t!h him 
and his company. This Alars was at that time 
governor of Blois and its dependancies, for the 
lords Lewis, John and Guy de Blois ; and it 
chanced that he met fir Robert Briquet and fir 
Robfcrt Cheney at Olivet, when both were flain on 
the Ipot, and alt their men, for none were ran^- 
fomed. Afterwards, at the batde of Niort, Gar- 
fuelle was killed by fir Bertrand du Guefclin, and 
feven hundred Englifti periftied that day. Richard 
Ellis and Richard Heline, two Englifti captains, 
svtre alfo killed at St. Severe : I know but few 
except myfelf who have efcaped death. I have 
guarded the frontiers, and fupported the king of 
England ; for my eftate is in the Bor4elois ; and I 
have at times been fo miferably poor that I had 
not a horfe to mount, at other times rich enough, 
juft as good fortune .befej me, Raymonet de 
TElpee and I were fome time companions : we held 
the caftiies of Mativoifin, Trigalet and Nantilleux 
in. the Touloufain, on the Ijorders of Bigorre, 
which were very profitable to us. When the duke 
of Anjou came to attack them witl^ his artny^ 
Raymonet turned to the French i but I ircfnaine 
Vol. VIL Q ftcad 
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ftoady to the Englifh, and (hall do fo as long as I 
live.. In truth, when I loft the cattle of Trigalct» 
aad was efcorted to cattle Cuillet, after the retreat 
of the duke of Anjou into France, I refblvcd to do 
fomechiug which fhould either make mc or ruin 
nje. I therefore fent fpies to reconnoitre the town 
and cattle of Thurie in the Albigeois, which cattle 
has fince been worth to me, as weH by compo* 
fitions as by good luck, one hundred thoufand 
francs. I will tell you by what means I conquered 
it. On the outfide of the town and cattle, there is 
a beautiful fpring of water, where every morning 
the women of the town come to fill their poils or 
other vcffels ; which having done, they carry thetA 
back on their heads. Upon this, I formed my 
plan J and, taking with me fifty men from the 
cattle of Cuillet, we rode all day over heaths and 
through woods, and about midnight I placed aa 
ambufcade near Thurie. Myfelf, with only fix 
others, dilguifed as women, with pails in our 
hands, entered the meadow very near the town, 
and hid ourfelv^s in a heap of hay ; for it was about 
St. John's day^ and the meadows were mown imd 
making into hay. When the ufual hour of opening 
the gates arrived, and the women were coming** to 
the fountain, each of us then took his pail, and 
having filled it placed it on his head, and made for 
the town, eur faces covered with handkerchiefs fo 
that no one could have known us. The women 
that met usu faid, * Holy Mary, how eatly tuuSt 
you have rifen this mornhig 1 • We rejilied ia 
feigned voicesj and p^^d on to the gate^ where 

we 
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fVtfcaKadno och^r guard hutacobkn whti wis 
in^iflg iho€s« One of us founded his boni> ts a 
notice for the ambufcadc to advance. The ,cob-« 
ler, who had tiot p^d any atccntion to us, oa 
he aringthe hom> cried out> ' Hola I who is it that 
has blown the horn ?' We anfweied, ^ It is a 
prieft who is going into the country : | know aoi 
whether he be the curate or chaplain of the towa/ 
* That is true>' replied he ; Mt is fir Francis, our 
prieft, who likes to go early^ to the fields in ftarch 
of hares. ^ Our companions foon joined us, when 
we entered the town and found no one prepared to 
defend it. Thus did I gaii\ the town and caftle of 
Thurie, which has been to me of greater profit 
and more annual revenue than this caftle and all its 
dependancies are wprth. At this moment, I know 
not how t<^ aft : for I am in treaty with the count 
d^Armagn^c and the dauphin d'Auvergne, who 
have been exprefsly commiifioned by the king of 
France to buy all towns and caftles from the captains 
of the. free companieS| wherever they may be, in 
Auvergne, Rouerguc^ Limoufin, Agen, Quercyi 
Perigordj A^bigeois, and from all thofe who kavo 
nytde war under the name of (he king of En^and. 
Several have fold their forts, and gone away i and 
I am doubtfu} whether or not (o leU ininet^«>-«* 
Upon this, the bourg de Copaife £iid,-«^^ Cotifin, 
what you fay is true I for | adfo have had intdU* 
gence fince n^y arrive) ^t Orth^ from Carlat^ 
which I hold in Auvergne, that the lord Louis de 
Sancerre^ marfhal of France, yrill fooa be l^dfe % 
he is now incognito asTarbes, an t have heard 
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from thofe who have fccn him.' Th^y now called 
for^winc, of which when brought we all drank^ 
and Baftot dc Maulcon faid to me, ^ Well, fir 
Jjohn, what do you fay ? Have I well told you my 
life ? I have had marty more adventures, but of 
¥ehich I neither xaiinor will fpcak/ * Yes, that you 
hayje, by. my faith,V added I: and, wilhing him to 
continue his converfadon, I • afked what was be- 
come of a gallant fquire, called Louis Raimbaut^ 
i;dlom I had met once at Avignon. ^ I will tell 
you,' replied he. * At the time when fir Sequin 
dc. Batefol, who had pbfleflion of Brioude in Ve- 
liy, : ten league;s from Puy in Auvergne, after hav- 
ing carried on the war in that country with much 
fuccefs, was returning to Gafcony, he gave to 
Louis Raimbaut and to a cojupanion of his, called 
Limoufin, Brioude and Ance on the Saone. The 
country at that time was fo defolated and haraflcd, 
and fo full of free companies in every part, that 
none dared to venture out of their houfes. I muft 
inform yoi^ that between Brioude and Ance, the 
country is mountainous, and the diftance from one 
of thofe , towns to the other twenty-fix leagues. 
However, when Louis Raimbaut was pleafcd to 
ride, from one of thefe places to the other, he 
made nothing of it ; for he had feveral forts in 
IjOJrcts and elfewhere, to halt ^nd refrefli himfelf; 
The gentlemen of Auvergne, Forcts, and Velay, 
l^d b^en fo oppreffed. by ranforps to regain their 
liberty, they dreaded to take iip arips again 5 and 
thw^ )v^re no greait lords in Fr^ce who raifed any 
men; The king of France w^s young, and had 
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too much to do m yarious parts of his kingdom $ 
for the .free companies had quartered themfelvcs 
every where, and he could not get rid of them. 
Many of the great lords of France wtre Hoflages . 
in England; during which time their property and 
vaffals were pillaged, and there was not any re- 
medy for this mifchicf, as their men were too 
difpirited even to defend themfclves. Louis Raim-^ 
baut and Limoufiii, who had been brothers in armsj 
at length quarrelled, and I will tell you why. 
Louis Raimbaut had at Brioude a very handfome 
woman for his miftrefs, of whom he was paflion- 
ately fond ; and, when he made any excurfions 
from Brioude to Ancc, "tie entrufted her to thi 
care of Limoulin. Limoufm was his brother in 
arms, and in him did he put his whole confidence i 
but he took fuch good care of the fair lady that 
he obtained every favour from her, and Louis 
Raimbaut had information of it. This enraged 
Louis Raimbaut againft his companion ; and, in 
order to infult him as much as poffible, he or- 
dered him to be feized by his fervants and marched 
naked, all but his drawers, through the town, and 
then flogged with rods : at every corner of a 
ftreet, trumpets (bunded before him, and his ac- 
tion was proclaimed : he was then, in thi§ ftate, 
and with only a plain coat on, thruft out of the 
town, and baniflied as a traitor. Louis Raimbaut 
thus infulted Limoufm ; but, he was fo much hurt 
at it, he vowed revenge whenever he fhould havci 
an opportunity, which he afterwards found. 

Q 3 ^ Limoufin, 
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* Limoufint during the time he was in command 
at . Briqude, had always fpared the lands of the 
lord dc la Voultc, fituatcd on the Rhone, in his 
, diff^nent excurfions to Ancc, and in the country 
of Velay, for he had been kind to him in his 
youth. He therefore refolvcd to go to him, en- 
treat his mcrcy> and beg he would make his peace 
with France, for th^it he would henceforward be 
a loyal Frenchman. . He went therefore to Voultc, 
being well acquainted with the roads, and entered 
a houfe, for he was on foot: after he had inquired 
wluit hour it was, he went to the caftk to wait on 
}t& lofd. The porter would not at itrft albw him 
tp enter the gate ; but, after many fair words, he 
was permitted to come into the gateway, and or« 
dered not to ftir further without permiffion, which 
he cheerfuHy promifed. The lord de la Voulce, 
ia the afternoon, came into the court to amufe 
himfelf, and advanced to the gate : Limoufin in« 
ftantly caft himfelf on his knees, and faid, < My 
lord, do you hot know me ?' * Not I, By my 
faith,' replied the k>rd, who never imagined it 
was Limonfm i but, having looked at him fome 
time, add6i; * Thou refembldCt very much Li- 
mtoufin, who was formerly my page.' ^ On my 
troth, my lord, Limoufin I am, and your fervant 
alfo.' He then begged his pardon for what had 
paflled, and told him exaftly every thing that had 
happened to him, and how Louis Raimbaut had 
treated him. The lord de la Voulte faid, * Li- 
moufinj if what thou haft told me be tni?, and 
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if I may rely on thy aflurancc that thou wilt be- 
come a good Frenchman, I will make thy peace.' 
* By my faith, my lord, I have never done fo 
much harm to France as I will from henceforward 
do it fervice.' * I fhall fee,' replied the lord de la 
Voulte. From that tinfie he retained him in his 
caftle, and did not allow him to depart until he 
|;iad made his peace every where. When Limoufin 
could with honour bear arms, the lord de la Voulte 
mounted and armed him, and condu£i;ed him to 
the fcn6fchal de Vclay, at Puy, to make them 
acquainted with each other. He was there ex- 
amined as to the ftrcngth and fituation of Brioude, 
and alfo refpefting Louis Raimbautj at what times 
he made excurfions, and whither he generally di- 
refted them. ^ I know by heart the roads he 
takes, for with him and without him I have too 
often traverfed them ; and, if you will colleft a 
body of men at arms for an expedition, I will 
forfeit my head if you do not take him within a 
fortnight.' The lords agreed to his propofal, and 
fpies were fent abroad to obferve whea Louis 
Raimbaut fhould leave Brioude . for Ance in the 
Lyonois. When Limoufin was certain he had left 
Brioude, he told the lord de la Voulte to aflemble 
his men, for that Raimbaut was at Ance and would 
foon return, and that he would conduft them to 
a defile through which he muft pafs. The lord 
de la Voulte collefted his men, and made him the 
leader of the expedition, having fent off to the 
bailiff of Velay, the lord de Montclare, fir Guer- 
rot de Salieres, and his fon, fir Plouferat de Vcr- 
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net, the lord dc Villcncuve, and to aii the men aft- 
arms thereabout : thi-y were in the v/hole fi^ll 
three hundred fpears; an! vvlicn afembled at 
Nonnay, by the advice of LuniiU};:., they formed 
two kmbufcades. The vifcount dc Polignaa and 
the lord de Chalen^on commanded one, and the 
lords de la Voulte, de Montclare, de Salieres, and 
fir Louis de Tournon the othec They had equally 
divided their men ; and the vifcount de Polignac 
and his party were polled near St. Rambut in 
Forets, at a pafs where Louis Raimbaut would be 
forced to crofs the river Loire at the bridge, or 
higher up at a ford above Puy. 
. / When Louis Raimbaut had finifhed his. bufi- 
ncfs at Ance, he fet out with forty lances,, not 
expeding to meet with any one, nor fufpedliqg 
any thing from Limoufin, as he was the fartheft 
from his thoughts. I muft tell you, that he was 
accuftomed never to go and Return by the fame 
road : he had come by St. Rambut. On his re- 
turn, he went over the hills above Lyons and 
Vienne, and below the village of Argental*, and 
thenjjlraight towards Ic Monafticr, three Ihort 
leagues from Puy j and, after paffing between the 
'caftles of Meneftrol and Montfaucon, he made a 
circuit towards a village called le Batterie, between 
Nonnay and St. Julien. There is a pafs in the 
wood there that cannot be avoided by any of 
thofc who take this road, unlefs they go through 
Nonnay -, and there was pofted the ambufcade of 



* Argental, — a village of Forets, diocefe of Vienne. 
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the 'lord. dc la Vouke> with- about two hundred 
ipedrs, Louis Raimbaut, fufpedling nothing, was 
furprifcd ; and the lord dc la Voulte and his men, 
knowing what they were to .do, lowered their 
lances, and, ihouting their cry of * La Voulre T 
inftandy charged him and his companions, who 
were riding much at their cafe. On the firft 
ihock, .the greater part were unhorfcd j and Louis 
Raimbaut was ftruck to the ground by a fquire of 
Auvergne, called Amblardon, who, advancing on 
him, made him his prifoner : the remainder were 
either killed or taken -, not one efcapcd -, and they 
found in a private trunk the fum of three thou- 
fand francs, which he had received at Ance as 
the compofition of the villagers near, which gave 
much pleafure to the captors, for each had a fliare. 
' When Limoufin faw Louis Raimbaut thus 
caught, he fhewed himfelf, and faid reproach- 
fully, — * Louis, Louis ! you Ihould have been 
better accompanied. Do you remember the in- 
fult and Ihame you made me undergo at Brioude, 
on account of your miflrefs ? I did not think that 
for a -woman you would have made me fuftcr 
what you did -, for, if it had happened to me, I 
fhould not have been fo angry. To two brothers 
in arms, fuch as we were then, one woman might 
have occafionally fcrved.' The lords laughed at 
this fpeech, but Louis had no fuch inclination-. 
By the capture of Louis Raimbaut, thofc of 
Brioude furrendered to the fencfchal of Auvergne; 
for, after the lofs of their leader and the flower of 
their men, they could no^ keep it. The garrifons 
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at Ance and in the other forts in Vilay and F6rets 
did the (ame^ and were ghd to cfeape widi tiieir 
lives. 

* Louis Raimbaut was carried to N(mnay and 
imprifoncd : information was fent the king of France 
of the event, who was miidh rejoiced thereat; and 
foon after, as I have heard, orders came for him 
to be beheaded at Villencuvc, near Avignon: Thus 
died. Louis Raimbaut : may God receive his foul ! 
Now, my fair fir,* faid Baftot de Maulcon, * have 
not I well chatted away the night ? and yet all I 
have faid is true.' ' Indeed you have,' anfwercd I, 
* and many thanks for it : I have had great pleaforc 
in liftening to you, and it ihall not be loft ; for, if 
God permit me to return to my own country, all I 
have heard you fay, and all I fhall have ftcn wordiy 
to be mentioned, in the noble and grand hiftory 
which the gallant count de Blois has employed mc 
on, fhall be chronicled, through God's grace, that 
the memory of fuch events may be perpetuated.* 

On faying this, the bourg de Copaire, i^^ofc 
name was Ernauton, began to fpcak, and, I could 
perceive, would willingly have related the life and 
adventures of himfelf and his brother, the bourg 
Anglois; and how they had borne arms in Au- 
vergne and elfewhere, but there was not time; 
for the watch of the callle had founded his horn, to 
aflemble tliofe in the town of Orthcs, who were 
engaged to fup witfi the count de Foix. The two 
fquires then made themfelves ready, and, having 
lighted torches, we It^t the inn together, taking 
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tke FOttd to the rtftk, as did all the knights and 
iquires wha lodged in the town. 

Too much praife cannot be given to the Urate 
and magnificence of the count de Foix, nor cun 
it be coo muck rccomnaended ; for, during my ftay 
there, I found him Aich, as far to exceed all that 
I can iay of him, and I faw many things which 
gjavt me great pkafure. 

On Chriftmas day were feated at his table foui- 
faifliqps of his own country, two Clementifts and 
ftwo Urbaaifts.. The bifbops of Pamicrs and 
Lefcar, Clementifts, were feated at top, and next 
CD them the bifliops of Aire and of Rou, on the 
borders o£ the BordeloU and Bayonne, Urbanifts: 
the count de Foix fat next, then the viicount de 
RoqoBbertta, a Gafcon, the vifcount de Bruni- 
quel^ the vifcount de Gouflerant; then an 
Eogliih fcnight, called fir William Willoughby, 
whom the d^ke of Ltncafter, at that time reliding 
at Bourdeaux, had fent thithen At another table 
were fi^e abbots and two Arragonian knights, called 
fir Raymond de Montflorentin and fir Martin de 
iR^uane. At another table were feated knights 
.and iquires from Gafcony and Bigorre : firft, 
the lord d'Anchin, then fir Gaillard de la Mottc, 
fir Raym<»Kl de Chateauneuf, ' the lord de 
Chaumont, Gafcons, the lords de Copaire, de 
la Lanne, de Montferrant, fir William Bernard, 
fir Peter Courton, the lord de Valenchin, and fir 
Aingale, furnamed le Bafele. At other tables 
were many knighis from Beam. Sir Efpaign du 
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Lyon, fir Siquart du Bois Verdun,, fir Nouvans 
de Nouvailles, and fir Peter de Vaux> in Bearrii 
w^ro chief ftewdrds of the hall* The coiuv. s 
battard- brothers, fir Ernaut Guillaume and lir 
Peter de Bcarne, waited^ and his two baftard-fonsj 
.fir Evan de TEfchelle placed the diflies, and fir 
Gracien ferved him with wine. There were very 
many minftrels in the hall, as well thofe belonging 
to the count, as to the fl:rangers, who, at their 
Icifure, played away their minftrelfy. This day 
the count gave to the minftrels and heralds five 
hundred francs among them -, and he clbthed the 
minftrels of the duke de Touraine, who were there, 
with cloth of gold, trimmed with ermine^ which 
dreffes were valued at two hundred francs. The 
dinner lafted until four o'clock in the afternoon, I 
willingly like to talk of the handfome eflaUiflxment 
of the gallant count de Foix, for I was twelve 
weeks of his houfchqld, and generoufly treated j in 
all refpcfts. During my xefidence at Orthcs, it 
was my own fault if I did not col)e£i; information 
from every country, for the ge^itlc knight, fir 
Efpaing du Lyon, with whom I had entered the* 
country, and to whom I told all my wants, made 
me acquainted with fuch knights and fquires as 
were well able to inform me juftly of all the things 
I was dcfirous of knowing. I there learnt much 
concerning Portugal and Caftile : how their afiairs 
were going on, and the battles which thcfe two 
kings and their allies had fought, of which I will 
give a true account. 

CHAP. 
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CRAP. XXXUL 

A SItORT RSCAFITULATION OP WHAT HAS BXIlf 
BBFORE SAtDj OF THE WAR BSTWBEN XiNO 
JOHN OP CASTILLB AND JOHN OF PORTUGAL.-^ 
THIS SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

'\70V may remember, that I have before related, 
'* how don John of Caftille had befieged the 
mailer of Avis, whom the principal towns had 
crowned king for his valour, though in truth he was 
a. baftard, in the city of Lifbon. You have alfo 
heard how diis king had fent fpecial ambafladors 
to the duke of Lancalter and earl of Cambridge for 
fttccour, as they had married his coufins. Thcfe 
ambafladors were two knights, fir John Radinghos 
and fir John Tefta-d*oro, with a profeffor of law, 
who was aUb archdeacon of Lilbon : they continued 
their voyage, with a favourable wind, and arrived 
at Southampton, where they difembarked, and 
ftaid a day to-recover themfelves : they then hired 
horfes, for they had not brought any with them, 
and took the great road to London. It was in 
the month of Auguft, when the king was in Wales 
hunting and taking his pleafure. The duke of 
Lancafter and the earls of Cambridge and Bucking- 
ham were alio at their feats in the country. This 
gave the ambafladors the more pain ; but they went 
ftrft to die duke of Lancafter, who rcfided at 
Hertford^ twenty miles from London. The duke 
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gracioufly received them : he opened their crcden* 
tial letters, and read them over three times, the 
better to comprefi^nd them, and then faid,— 
* You are welcome to this country j but you could 
not have come at a more unfortuna^ ieaibn th the 
whole year to obtain fpeedy afliftance, for the ktpg 
. and my brothers are all fcattered abroad in different 
• parts, fo that you cannot have any anfwer before 
Michaelmas, when the parliament will aflemble at 
London, and the king return to Weftminfter. 
But, as this bmlnefs more particularly afFefts my 
brother and myfelf, I will write to him ; and wc 
will IhoFdy be in London, and then confider with 
you how it will be bed for us to aft in this afFain 
You will return to London, and I will let you know 
when my brother and myfelf are there. The am*» 
bafiadors from Portugal were well fatisficd with this 
anfwer, and, leaving the duke of Lancafter> re- 
turned to London, where they lodged theinftlve$ 
and remained at their eafe. 

The duke of Lancafter was not forgetful of his 
promife, and inftandy wrote private letters to the 
earl of Cambridge, containing an account of what 
you have heard. When the earl had perufcd theqi 
attentively, it was not long before he ^t oflT fer 
Hertford, near Ware, where the duke of Lancafter 
refidsd. After confulting on this bufincfs thrte 
days together, they came to London, accor^i^ to 
the duke's promife to the Portugiieftf^ where on 
their arrival they difinounted at their koufes. 

Thefie two lords had many and kmgconiiiltatidftr 
with the Poirti^fe am&afladors| for the carl of 
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^Cax^bndge wa$ rtxy ill picafed with the conduA of 
doa Ferdimmdj the late king of Portugal^ faying 
hf.hiKl carried on the war in too cowardly a manner^ 
and had made peace with the Spaniards contrary ta 
the will o£ the £n£^(hv The earlj therefore^ v^ 
nm^h doubtssd if> in the enfuing parliament^ the 
king's council would aflent to an expedition to 
I^^CUgal ; for the one that had been fent thither^ 
h^ coft the nation a large fum, not lels than one 
himdfed. tfaouiand irancs^ and had nothing dcme. 

The Portuguefe ambafladors readily compre- 
hended what the earl faid> and replied s ' My lord, 
thofe times are pafiedj and it is now otherwife. 
Our late king^ God pardon his foul ! was marvel- 
loufly afraid of the chances of war ; but the prefent 
king is full of enterprife and valour^ for, were he 
to meet his enemies in the field three times more 
in number than himfelf, he would combat them, 
whatever might be the confequences ; and we can 
moil: loyally aifure you, that this is faft. My 
lords, it is very clear that you are interefted in this 
quarrel ; for it is your bulinefs to make war on 
Caitille, and conquer it, as by right it belongs to 
ypu as the heritage of your wives; Now, to obtain 
this conqueft, you cannot have any entrance into 
Caftille like that through Portugal ; for you will 
h^ye all that country for four friends. Therefore, 
exert your influence that one of you may go thither 
with fuch a powerful force, that joined to thofe 
you will find there, you will be enabled to keep 
Jljc field/ 
The duke of Lancaiter replied i ^ It does not 
3 depend 
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depend on us, but on die king arid the xiations -afrf^ 
you may be afliired we will do cver^ • thm^ we* 
poffibly can.' Thus ended thcfe conferences. 'The 
Portuguefe remained in London 'waiting for tho 
meeting of parliamient, and the duke of hmci^ct 
and earl of Cambridge went to their eftatcs in*Ae 
north of England. 

About Michaelmas^ when the parliament wsh to' 
meet at Weftminfter, the king was oh his retuin 
towards London, and had arrived at 'Windfor j 
from thence he came to Staines * and to Chertfey. 
He was accompanied wherever he went by the 
queen, his whole court, and the earl of Sufiblk^ 
for his favour was Ibch, nothing was done without 
his approbation. 

At the period I ani now fpeaking of, the wars'in 
Flanders were going on between the duke of Bur? 
gundy and the Ghentmen. The bifhop of Norwich, 
fir Hugh Cah'crley, fir William Elmham, fir 
Thomas Trivet and the others were juft come back 
to England, whom the king of France had fur- 
rounded at Bourbourg, as has been already related, 
in this hiftory. 

Truces had been concluded between the Flem- 
ings, French, Englifli, and Scots, to laft until 
Michaelmas 1384: notwithftanding which, the 
Englifh had fo much on their hands that they knew 



* Suines. It is Tones 14 the original; but lord Burners 
calls it Staines. I Aifpedt it is wrong, as Chertfey is lower 
down the river than Staines, and confec[uently ihould have'beea 
the lafl place the king viiited* 
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«i<>t which w^y to turn % for, belides die bufioelA 
x>{ Portugal, the council of Ghent was in Loodon 
to requeft as governor, to aflift and direft theft j 
one of the king's brothers, or the earl of Salifburjr. 
There were m this parliament many debates, at 
well receding the Flemings as the Fortuguefe 
«nd the Scots ; for the War ftill continued m thole 
parts by the truce not having been prochumcd* 
The duke of Lancafter, in particular, laboured hard 
to obtain the command of a large body of men at 
4utm and archers to carry to Portugal, and explained 
€0 the prelates, barons and commoners of the realm^ 
jiow they were boimd to aflifl him and his brother in 
the recovery of their inheritance, which they had 
fwom and engaged to do when their nephew th^ 
king was crowned, as was apparent by deeds then 
fealed^ The duke complained bitterly of the 
wrongs that had been done him and his brother 
by delaying the matter ; and that in truth, when 
the carl of Cambridge had gone thither on the 
fauth of their promifing him every thing neceflary 
for fuch an expedition, they had meanly fulfilled 
their engagements : he was to have had two thou-« 
fand lances and as many archers ient to him> but 
they never were ordered, which had caufcd the 
fettlcment of tha difpute for ^eir juft rights and 
inheritances, to be fo much the longer delayed. 

This Ipecch of the duke of Lancafter was at- 
tentively heard, and feme of the moft able in the 
council declared he was in the' right; but, the ne- 
ceffities of the kingdom being more preffing, they 
muft be iirft attended to. Some were for inftantly 
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agreeing to his rcqueft : others rcmonftrated by 
faying, it would be wrong to weaken the kingdom 
by fending two thoufand men at arms and four 
thoufand archers to fuch a diftancc as Portugal. 
Befides, fo long a voyage was dangerous, and the 
climate of Portugal hot and unhealthy j and, if 
filch a conliderable force were fent,, the kingdom 
might fuffer an irrecoverable lofs. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe arguments and doubts of what might be 
the confequcnces, it was fettled that the duke of 
Lancafter ihould crofs the fea in the fummer with 
fcven hundred men at arms and four thoufand 
archers, and that they fhould all receive pay for 
one quarter of a year in advance : it was, how- 
ever, referved, that fhould any thing in the mean 
time fall out inimical from France or Scotland, the 
expedition to Portugal was to *be deferred. The 
duke of Lancafter afTcntcd to .this, for he could 
not gain more. 

You have before fecn in this hiftory, that after 
the duke of Lancafter had coUefted his men and 
ftores at Southampton, ready to embark for Por- 
tugal, and though the ambafladors had returned 
thither with information of the Ipeedy arrival of 
the duke and the number of his forces, which gave 
the Portuguefe murfi pleafure, an event was found 
to have happened in England that forced him to 
retard it for fome time. The admiral of France, 
fir John de Vienne, with a thoufand good men at 
arms, had embarked at Sluys, and landed in Scot-, 
land ; from whence he had made war on England, 
which obliged the whc le force of that kingdom to 
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tuarth ^gainft him, as has been before related. 
I do not wifh, therefore, to mention it twice, but 
return to the fiege of Lifbon and the king of 
Spain, that I tnay narrate all I have heard. While 
the king of Spain was before Lifoon, news was 
brought him, by fome Spanifli merchants returned 
from Flanders and Bruges, of the large armament 
the duke of Lancafter Was coUefting to raife the 
fiege of Lifbon. This intelligence was believed ; 
/or the Spaniards well knew how anxious the duke 
was to renew the war with Caftille, as he claimed 
a- fliare of it. 

Notwithftanding this infot-mation, the king con- 
tinued the fiege, and fetit letters and meflcngers 
to France for afliftance: he had, iii particular, 
written to Beam ; fo that from the territories of 
Foix and Beam, there came to him, in lefs than 
four days, upwards of three hundred lances, the 
flower of the chivalry of that country. Sir John 
du Ru, aBurgundian, and fir GeofFry Ricon, a 
Breton, with fir Geoffry de Partenay, had already 
pafled through Orthes from France, in their way 
to Caftille, to ferve the kin 5 ;^<ach of whom had 
his own company. 

I will name the principal knights of Beam who 
prepared for this expedition : firft, a great baron, 
companion to the count de Foix, the lord dc 
Lingnach, fir Peter Lier, fir John de Lepres, the 
lord des Bordes, fir Bertrand de Barege, the lord 
de Marciage, fir Raymond d'AufTac, fir John de 
Sallegre, fir Mouvant de Sarmen, fir Peter de la 
Robiere, fir Stephen de Valentin, fir Raymond de 
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R^raflc, fir Peter de Hanefane, fir Ogerot de Do- 
ittefTonj and many others. Sir Efpaignolet d'Ef- 
paign, cldeft fon of fir Roger d'Efpaign, coufin 
to the count dc Foix, joined this company of 
Bearn men. 

Thefe barons and knights fixed their rendezvous 
at prthcs and in that neighbourhood i and I heardj 
from thofe who faw them march away, they were 
the handfomeft and beft equipped knights who had. 
for a long time left Bearn. 

When the count de Foix found that they re^ly 
intended to go to Caftille, he was greatly vexed 
and penfive, though at the firft he had confenced 
they fliould receive pay from the king of Cail^» 
for he was afraid his country would be too ntuch 
i^eakened by their departure. He fent therefore^ 
to the barons and knights above-mentioned, twa 
knights of his houfehold, fir Efpaign du Lyort 
and the lord de Cabeftan, to requeft diey would 
come to the caftlc, for he was defirous to give 
them a dinner, by way of v/ifliing them a good 
journey. The knights, as was natural, accepted 
the invitation, and the count de Foix received 
them moft gracioufly. After mafs, he led them 
into his cabinet, and thus addrefled them,—* My 
fair firs, are you indeed refolved to leave, my- 
country and aflift the king of Caftille in his wars,, 
whilft I have on hand my difpute with the count 
d'Armagnac ? Your departure makes me very 
uneafy.' 

* My lord,* replied they, * it is really fo i for 
we are obliged to it, as we have receiv?4 P^X 
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frool the king of CaftiUe ; but this war between 
Spain and Portugal wUl be foon endedj when we . 
hopej if it pleafe God^ to return in good health 
to you/ 

' Soon ended!' exclaimed the count : ' not (b 
foon^ for it is now but beginning. There is a 
new king in Portugal, and they have fent to 
England for fupport* This diipute in idiich you 
are about to engage is of a nature to laft a long 
time, and keep you in the field i for you will not 
be fought withal until the arrival of the duke of 
Lancafter and his reinforcenients, fo that your pay 
will coft you dear enough/ * My lord,* they 
anfwcrcd, ^ fince we have gone fo far, we muft 
conclude the bufinefs/ ^ God help you !' faid 
the count ; ' but conic, let us go now to dinner, 
for it is time/ 

The count, with his barons and knights, entered 
^ hall where the tables were laid, and dined mag« 
nificendy and at their leifure, for they were fenred 
with all things becoming fuch a day. The count, 
after dinner, conducted his knights into his gal- 
leries, 'Inhere he was ufed to folacc hiaifelf in the 
afternoons, and, again addrefling them, faid,— > 
* Indeed, ray good gendemen, I am much vexed 
that you leave my country j not that I am forry 
for your advancement and honour, for on every 
occaSon I would attend to it and exalt it ; but I 
am forry on your own account, for you are the 
iknvcr of chivalry of Beam, and are going into a 
foreign land. I would advife you, and have be- 
fore faid foj to give up this expedition and leave 
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the kings of Spain and Portugal to fight their 
own battles, for yoii are by no means intercftcd 
about them.' 

* My lord,' replied they, ^ under favour of your 
grace, we cannot thus aft, and you know it better 
than you fay : if you would be pleafed to con- 
fider, that as we have received pay from the king 
of Caftille, we muft in confequence do fomething 
for it.' 

' Well,' anfwered the count, ' that is true enough, 
but I will tell you what will happen to you ki this 
expedition : you will either return fo very poor and 
naked the lice will eat you up and grow between 
your nails {Ihewing them by his geftures of rubbing 
the two palms of his hands together what he meant), 
or you will be flain or made prifoners.' 

The knights burft out into laughter, and faid, 
* My lord, we muft indeed try pur fortunes. ' The 
count then quitted this fubjeft, and, converting 
with them on the manners of the Spaniards, faid 
they w«re nafty and loufy, and envious of the good 
fortune of others, advifmg them to be on their 
guard. After fome other converfation> he called 
for fpices and wine, of which all drank who were 
prefent. He then took his leave of them fhaking 
each by the h^d, recommended thenii to the care 
of God, ai;id entered his clofet. The knight^ 
mounted their horfes at the gate of the c^q, as 
their men and equipages had already fet. out for 
Sauvetere *, where they lodged that night. On 
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the morrow, they departed, entering Bifcay ; and, 
following the road to Pampeluna, they paffed every 
where in fafety, for they regularly paid f<Jr what- 
ever they had occafign for. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE INHABITANTS OF SANTAREN * REBEL 
AGAINST SOME OF THE MEN AT ARMS OP 

CASTILLE. THE KING OF CASTILLE, HAVING 

RAISED THE SIEGE OF LISBON, MARCHES TO- 
WARDS THAT TOWN, WHEN IT MAKES ITS 
PEACE. 

TTVURING the time the king of Caftille lay be- 
^^ fore Lifbon, (and he had been there about a 
year) the town of Santaren rebelled againft him, 
and clofed its gates, declaring, that neither 
Frenchmen nor Spaniards fhould enter it, for the 
great oppreffions it had fufFered. Some fay it was 
the fault of the party under the command of fir 
GeoiFry Ricon and iir Geofiry de Parcenay, com- 
pofed of Bretons, who took or deftroyed every 
thing they could lay hands on, paying no atten- 
tion to friends or foes. The citizens, therefore, 
poflcfled themfelves of the town and the t,wo caf- 
tles, declaring they would defend them againft all 



* Santaren, a handfome town on the Targus, thirty-nve 
leagues from Liiboo. 
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who wilhcd to harafs them; On the day they rf* 
belled, dicy killed upwards of fixty Bretons, who 
were pfllaging ; and would have flain fir GeofFry 
de Partenay, but he efcaped over the wall which 
joined his houfe. Upon this the French and Bre- 
tons there • quartered fought one ivhole day with 
thofe of Santaren, and made a grand attack on the 
place, but they loft more than they gained^ with- 
out damaging the town. 

Intelligence was brought to the king of Caf- 
tiUe that Santaren had turned to the Portuguefe, 
and was ready to furrender its town and caftlesj 
which the citizens had gotten pofTelTion of> to the 
king of Portugal. , The king, on hearing this, 
was very melancholy, and, calling his marflial, fir 
Reginald de Limoulin, faid, — ' Take one or two 
hundred Ipears, and fee what they are doing at 
Santaren : why the inhabitants of that town have 
rebelled 5 and what could have caufed them to a£t 
^ they have done.* Sir Reginald replied, * he 
would punftually obey.' He took under his 
command two hundred lances, and, ibllowing the 
road to Santaren, arrived there, but fent before 
him a herald, to announce his coming, who par- 
kyed with the inhabitants at the' barriers, and de- 
livered his meiTage. They anfwered, — * We 
know well fir Reginald de Limoufm for a gentle- 
man and a valiant knight, and that he is marfhal 
to the king : he is perfeAly welcome hither, and 
ipay enter the town, but unarmed/ This was the 
aniwer the herald brought bade to fir ReginakI, 
who faki, he was not come thither to do them any 
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haftDi but foldy Co know what their intendoot 
were. It is indifferent to me whether I eotsr 
armed or difarmed, proTided I fpeak with them 
and learn their will. He quitted die place where 
he then was, and rode on unarmed, with five others 
only, and difmounced at the barriers, leaving his 
men behind. When thofe on gtiard law the man- 
ner in which he had arrived, they opened the har- 
riers, and received him handfbmcly. The inha- 
bitants were aifembled in a fquare of the town^ 
when he thus addrcffed them, — ' Ye men of San« 
taren, liften to what I am about to fay : I am ient 
hither with orders to demand from you the reaibns 
why you have rebelled, have ihut your gates, and 
flain the king's allies who were coming to allifl him. 
Know that the king is violendy ^nraged againft 
you i for he has been informed you have taken pof- 
fcflSon of the two caftles of the town, which arc 
his inheritance, and are willing to furrender them 
to his enemies of Portugal.* ^ May it plcafe your 
grace, fir Reginald, we wifh not to furrender 
them, nor deliver them up into any other hands 
than thofe of the king of Caftille, from whom wte 
hold them, but let him govern us in peace and 
with juftice. What we have done has been caused 
by thefe pillaging Bretons who were quartered in 
the town, and from their outrages j for, had we 
been Saracens, or worfe people, they could not 
have more wickedly behaved, in forcing our wives 
and daughters, breaking open our cofiers, deftroy- 
ing our cafks of wine, and ill-treating and wound- 
ing us ifrfienever we complained of their conduA. 

You 
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You ought not, therefore, to be furprried, whea 
we fufFered fuch outrages ourfelves, and witneffcd 
the fame on thofe whom we were bound to 
defend j that we were much enraged, for fmaller 
things will caufe that. You may, therefore, if 
you pleafe, tell the king this, and that we have 
unanimoufly refolved, whatever may he the event, 
never to acknowledge nor receive any Frenchman 
nor Breton, nor any other than the king's perfou 
himfelfi or fuch as he may depute hithei;,to treat 
us kindly.' 

When fir Reginald heard thcfe words, he was 
well fatisfied, and did not think they had been fa 
much to blame in driving their enemies out of the 
town. He thus replied ; ^ My good people, I 
have now heard what you had to fay ;. and you fhall 
remain quiet, for 1 will return to the king and 
tell it to him, and in good truth I will dp every 
thing I can to ferve you.* ^ We thank you, my 
lord, moft heartily ; and we truft, that whatever 
wrong information concerning us may luve been^ 
given the king, you will reftify it.' On this, fir. 
Reginald mounted his horfe and departed to his 
men, who were waiting for him in the plain, and 
then rode for Lifbon. After difmounting at his 
quarters,, he waited on the king, and told him all 
he had feen and heard at Santaren. 

The king, on learning the truth of what had 
pafled, faid,- — ' By my faith, they have afted like 
wife men, fince they could not truft thefe pilla- 
gers.' Sir GeofFry Ricon, fir GeofFry de Partenay, 
and their companions, finding they could have 

no 
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no rcdrefs from Santaren, and that the king was 
diflcmbling with them, were much angered, and 
faid among themfelves.— * We are well ufed for 
having left France to come to this country, to 
ferve the king of Spain, when we arc thus debafed 
before a fct of low fellows, againft whom we can- 
not obtain juftice. There will come fhortly a large 
body of knights from Gafcony : we will not notice 
this until their arrival, when we will inform them 
of what has paffed, and they will help us to re- 
venge ourfelves for thofe companions who have 
been killed.' Information was carried to the king 
. and his council, that the Bretons threatened much 
thofe of Santaren, boafting that, when the Gaf- 
cons ihould arrive, they would make them pay 
dearly for what they had done. The king was ad- 
vifed to break up the fiege of Lilbon, and march 
to Santaren, to recruit himfelf and put every 
thing on a proper footing, and wait there for the 
Gafcons, who were on . their march, to the amount 
of about four hundred fpears, good men at arms. 
He did not wilh they fhould find the kingdom 
in confulion, when fuch numbers were to be pro- 
vided for. 

Orders were given by the king to break up 
the fiege and march to Santaren, which were in- 
flandy obeyed. When the town » of Santaren 
learnt the king was coming thither, they deputed 
twelve of the principal inhabitants on horfeback, 
to meet the king and to know his * pleafiTre. 
They rode on until they met the army, about 
two leagues from Santaren, and learnt that the 

king 
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kiog was dirmounted and had retired fit>m ^ 
great heat under the (hade of fome olive trees. 

Sir Reginald de Iimoufin> marlbal of the trmyv 
was with the king and had had informadoii of their 
arrival, who, when they were come near, caik 
themiielves on their knees and faid,-^^ Moft re*- 
nowned lord and noble king of Caftille, we are 
deputed hither by the poor commonalty of your 
unhappy town and caftlewicks of Santaren^ who 
have been given to underftand diat you axe much 
Aogered with them s and fhould this be true, moft 
renowed lord, the ^t.has not been in them, but 
in the injuries and opprefllons they have fiifferedf 
from the Bretons when they were in your and our 
town. Now, as all their evil deeds could not be 
known, we do not blame their knights, fquires 
and captains, but only fuch as have committed 
.them I and it would be incredible, were all the 
infamous a£ts of thefe Breton pillagers told» They 
kept for a long time the town and caftlewicks of 
Santaren under their fubjeftion, of which many 
complaints were made to us ; but, in fpite ci* 
this, they broke open our coffers with hatchets, 
took our money, and violated our wives and dauglw 
ters before our eyes j which when we compl^ncd 
of, we were beaten, wounded, and fome mur- 
dered. In this mifcrable condition were we for 
upwards of two months ; for which reafon, moft 
redoubted lord and noble king, we fupplicatc, 
that if we have angered you for this or any other 
cauie, you would be pleaied to do us juftice, and 
cake fuch loyal inforn^ation concerning us, that we 

may 
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may be judged legally, as you promifed and fwofe 
to us when you firft entered Santaren as king, and 
die poflcflion of ic and its dependancies devolved 
and refted on you. You wiU do an aft of charity; 
and> futce you are coming thiiter, we have that 
confidence in jrou and in your council, that yott 
will find the gates open. Your poor people, who 
arc crying for redreis for the injuries they have 
iiiftained, beg your royal majelty wiU grant ti^em 
mercy and remiffion of all ofitnces.' 

The king remained for a while filent, when fir 
Reginald de LimouTin, kne^eling before the king, 
laid^— * Moft dear lord, you have heard the com- 
plaints of your fubjefts of Santaren, who have 
laid before you all they have fufFcrcd : condcfcend 
to give them an anfwer.' ^ Reginald,' faid the 
king, ^ we fee they have had juft caufe for what 
they did : go, and tell them to rife, and return to 
Santaren to make ready eveiy thing proper for us, 
as we (hall fleep there this night, and let them 
know they fhaU be carefully defended in their 
rights.* 

Sir Reginald de Limoufin arofe and went to the 
deputies from Santaren, bidding them rife : ^ The 
king, our lord, has favourably heard all you have 
iaid ; and, underftanding you only dcfire juftice, 
he will fee that it be done to you. Now go, and 
make ready the town for his reception ; and let 
it be fo well done that he may be pleafed, for 
every thing will turn out as you wilh, by the good 
affiftance of the friends you have.' ^ My lord,' 
replied they, * we give you our beft thanks.' 

They 
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Tkty. then took leave, returned to Santaren, and 
related' all that had paffed with the king, and the 
anfwer fir Reginald had made them from their 
fovereign. They were exceedingly rejoiced at 
this intelligence, and richly decorated their town 
^gair^ the king's arrival, ftrewing the ftreets with 
frelh herbs. The king made his entry at Vefpens : 
fee was lodged in the caftle called the Lion, and 
his men in the town ; that is to fay, as many as 
could, but the greatei- part were quartered in the 
fields and in the adjacent villages. 

The king remained there a month ; and things 
were in that ftate that thofe who cxpefted to gain 
by confufion, were greatly difappointed; 
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CHAP. XXXV. 



THE SPANIARDS ARE JEALOUS Of tHE FREtfCH 

AND BEARNOIS. FIVE HUNDRED ENGLISH 

ARRIVE TO SERVE THE KING OF PORTUGAL* 

TOURING the refidence of the king of Spain 
'^^ at Santaren, there arrived a handfome com- 
pany of men at arms from Beam. Sir Reginald 
dc Limoufin rode out to meet them, and received 
them very politely, as he knew well how to do, 
and conduced them to the king, who was much 
pleafed at their coming, and commanded fir Re- 
ginald to fee that they were well lodged, and at 

their 
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their cafe, for fuch were his wiflies. Sir Reginald 
aftcd in a manner to fatisfy them. The ftate of 
the king's affairs continued the fame during the 
► rime he remained at Santaren, and while his army 
was in and near to that town, which confifted* of 
four thoufand men at arms and thirty thoufand 
others. He called the barons of Frajice to his 
council, to confider of the beft means to carry on 
the war ; for he had lain a long time, and with 
great expenfes, before Lifbon, and had done no- 
thing. It was imagined, if the Gafcons had not 
by their arrival encouraged the king to proceed, 
he would have retreated from Santaren to Burgos, 
or into Galicia, for his men were weary with being 
fo long in the field. 

When the knights of France and Beam were 
admitted to the council, the king thus addrefled 
them : ' My fair firs, you are intelligent and ac- 
tive in war : I therefore wifli to. have your advice 
how I may moft advantageoufly continue my war 
againft the Portuguefe and Lifboners : they have 
maintained their ground againft me upwards of a 
year, and I have done nothing. I was in hopes 
to have drawn them out of Lifbon, and have fought 
.them, but they would not accept my challenge. 
My friends have advifed me to difmifs my army, 
and permit every man to return to his home. I 
therefore wifh to know what your opinions may 
he on this fubjcA.* , 

The knights from France andBcarn, being juft 
arrived at the army, were eager for battle ; for, 
though they had as yet been idle, they were 

dcfirous 
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and replied ; ' Sir, you are a great and powerful 
prince, and it little matters to you to pay the ex- 
penfes of your army, cfpecially when it is in its 
own country. We will not fay, but that, if it had 
. been in a foreign land and deprived of provifion, 
the advice which has been given you would have 
been good : we fee, however, that it is as com- 
fortably fituatcd here as if every man were at his 
own home. We therefore fay (not indeed as a 
refolution of council, for your wifdom aid pru- 
dence will enable you to choofe the beft opinion), 
you ought to keep the field, which may eafily be 
done until Michaelmas, when perhaps your ene- 
mies will march out to meet you when you the 
Jeaft expcft them, and thus they may be com- 
bated. We are very anxious for conqueft, for 
our equipment has coft us very confiderably, and 
we have had many difficulties before we could 
come hither : we therefore fhall never be of the 
opinion of your counfellors, for we wilh to fee 
the enemy.* 

* By my head,' faid the king, ^ you fpeak well 
and loyally, and in this and on other occafions I 
will henceforward take your advice, for my late 
lord and father as well as myfelf have always found 
your opinions fair and honourable. May Qod have 
pity on the foul of fir Bertrand du Guefclin 1 he 
was a good and loyal knight, and through his 
means we gained many important viftories.* 

This convcrfation between the king of Caftille 
and the foreign knights, as well as the advice they 
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hiA given, was foon known to the Sipanifli barons: 
they were much vexed for two reafons ;. one, be- 
caufe they imagined the king had greater con« 
fidence in thefe Grangers than in his own liege 
fubjcds who had crowned him ; and becaufe the 
French knights had advifed the king to keep his 
ground, whilft they were tired of the war. They 
therefore privately caballed together, and faid> 
* The king knows not how to carry on a war but 
by the French, as his father did before him/ 

They now conceived a hatred to the French, 
which their fervants and foragers foon made ma- 
nifeft. They had quartered all the French to- 
gether, but when they fent .out parties to forage, 
the Spaniards being more numerous, took their 
forage from them, and beat and wounded fe- 
veral, infomuch that complaints were made to 
the king. The king much blamed fir Reginald 
de Limoulin, his marihal, for not having pre- 
vented this. The marfhal excufed himfclf, by 
faying, — * As God might help him, he knew no • 
thing about it ; but that he would inftantly provide 
a remedy, by ordering men at arms into the field, 
to attend carefully that the French coUcfted their 
forage in fecurity.' He alfo iffucd a proclamation 
for all who had provifion, or other ncccflaries, to 
bring them to the army at Santaren, when a rea- 
fonablc price would be given for them. The fo- 
reigners were amply fupplied, for, by the king's 
orders, they were to be ferved before any others, 
which increafcd the hatred of the Spaniards. 

Vol. VII. S It 
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It happened^ that the fame week the king of 
Caftille broke up the ficge of Lifbon^ three large 
(hips, having on board Englifh men at arms and 
archers, entered the port : they might amount, in 
the whole, to about five hundred 3 but three parts 
of them were adventurers, under no command 
and without pay, from Calais, Cherbourg^ Breft^ 
and Mortaigne in Poitou, who, hearing of the war 
between Caftille and Portugal, had aflcmbled at 
Bordeaux, and faid,— ^ Let us go feek adventures 
in Portugal : we Ihall find fome one there to re- 
ceive and employ us,* Sir John Harpedane, who 
at that time was fenefchal of Bordeaux, had ftrongly 
advifed them fo to do ; for he was not willing they 
ftiould remain in arms in the Bourdelois, as they 
might do more harm than good, being adventurers 
who had nothing to lofe. 

Of all who thus arrived at Lilbon I heard of no 
knights, only three Englifh ^fquires who were their 
leaders : one was called Northberry, the other 
Morberry, and the third Huguelin de Hartfel; 
and not one of them was more than fifty years old, 
good men at arms, and well accuftdmed to war. 

The Lifboners and the king of Portugal were 
much rejoiced at the arrival of the Englifh. As 
he wifhed to fee them, they were conduced to the 
palace, and received handfomely by the king, 
who afked if the duke of LanCafler had fent them. 
'By my faith, fir,' replied Northberry, ^ it is a 
long time fince he has known any thing of us, or 
we of him : we are people from different coun- 
tries. 
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tSieSy who come to feek the chance of arms and 
AdVcntulres : there are feme of us who have even 
come from the town of Calais to fenrc you/ * On 
my troth,' faid the king, ' you and they arc very 
welcome: your arrival gives us much joy; and 
know, that we (hall very fhortly employ you. 
We have been, for a time, fhut up here, which 
has tired us much ; but we will take the advan-* 
cage of the field, as the Spaniards have done/ 
* We defire nothing better,* anfwered the cap- 
tains 5 * and entreat we may fpeedily fee our 
enemies.' 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

THE KING OF PORTUGAL ISSUES HIS ORDERS FOR 
HIS ARMY TO MARCH TOWARDS SANTAREN.— 
THE KINO OF CASTILLE QUITS THAT PLACE TO 
MEET HIM. 

'T^HE king of Portugal had thcfc new comers 
■*• to dine in the palace of Lilbon, and ordered^ 
them to be well lodged in the city, and their 
pay to be advanced them for three months. The 
king, made his fecretaries draw up letters, which 
he fent throughout the realm, commanding all per- 
fons capable of bearing arms to come inftantly to 
Lifbon, under pain of his difpleaiurc. Few paid 
any obedience to thefe letters, and too many re- 
mained at home ; for three parts of the kingdom 
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were on bad terms with the Lifboners, becaufe 
they had crcsiwned a baftard for king> and abufed 
them much behind their backs. The king of 
Caftille and his council^ knowing of this difference 
of opinion in Portugal^ had thus advanced^ with 
the intent of conquering it ; for they faid it would 
he the affair of only one battle, when, if the Lit 
honers were conquered, the reft of the country 
Would be rejoiced, and the grand matter of Avis, 
would be overpowered and flain, fo that the king- 
dom would Tall to Spain, for the queen was die 
right heirefs to it. 

King John of Caftille, however, would willingly 
have avoided this war ; but his fubje(5b would not 
permit it, as they^ faid he had juft caufe for it, and 
thus emboldened him. 

When the king of Portugal found his fummons 
was fo litde attended to, and difobeycd by thofe on 
whofe fervices he had counted, he was very pen- 
five. He aflcmbled the principal perfons of Lif- 
bon, and the knights of his houfehold who had been 
raoft adlive in crowning him, and who had fcrved 
under king Ferdinands fuch as fir John Ra- 
dighos, fir John Tefta d*Oro, the lord dc la Fi- 
*guire, fir Gomme de Tarbefton, Ambrofe Cond- 
rich, Peter Condrich his brother, fir Monges dc 
Navaret, a knight of Caftille whom, having been 
banilhed from thence by the king, the king 
of Portugal had made captain of his knights. 
At this council^ the king expldned feveral tl^ings^ 
and faid — * My feir Sirs who are here aflemblcd, 
I know I may depend on your friendlhips^ for you 

have 
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have made mc king ; but you muft perceive thai-. 
great numbers of my fubjefls refufe mc dicir eX^. 
fidance in this time of need, and will not take the* 
field. I muft own I fhould have been truly happj^ 
to have feen diem as well difpofed as myfclf t^ 
meet our enemies j but, alas ! it is otherwiic, 
for they draw back and diflcmble. I fdicit your 
advice on this bufmefs, how I had beft aAj and 
beg of you to give me your opinions.' 

Sir Gomme de Tarbefton, a Portuguefc knightiT' 
then (poke : ^ Sir, I advife, for your own honourj 
that you inftantly take the field, with as many mtn 
as you can colleft, and hazard the event : we wiU 
affift you until death, for we hold you king and 
lord of this town ; and, if there be any rebels of 
difcontented perfons in Portugal, it is, ! (ay (and in 
this I am joined by many in the town), becaufe 
you have never yet attacked nor (hewed your-^ 
fclf to your enemies. You have had hitherto 
the renown of being a valiant man at arms^ 
but on this OQcaRon you have not a^fted like one* 
This has encouraged your enemies, and checked 
the ardour of your fubjcfts ; for, when once you 
(hew courage and rcfokition, they will fear you, as 
well as your eaemies.' 

^ By my head,' laid the king, ' fir Gomme» 
you fpeak well : and now order our men to be 
made ready ^^ and every cjther preparation to haften 
our march, for we will n;ieet our enemies, and gain 
all or lofe all/ 

* My lord,' implied the knight, * rt (hall be 
done : if God fend you good fucccfs, and the day 
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be ours, you will rcign king of Portugal^ and be 
prized and honoured in all countries wherever you 
ihall be known. You can only have the complete 
government of this kingdom by a batde s and I 
give you as an example king don Henry/ your 
cou(in> tte father of don John of Caftille. He. 
gained all his inheritances by the fwo^d, and would 
never otherwife have fuccceded ; for you know how. 
the power of the p/inc^ of Wales replaced don 
P^dro on the throne, when a,fterwards, by the 
cyent of the batde before Montiel, he forfeited hi% 
life, and don Henry regained pofleffion of the; 
kingdom. He in that day riflced his own perform 
as well as that of his friends s and you muft do. 
the famq, if you wifli to live with honour.* 
. ^ Hy my head,' faid the king, ^ you fay well; 
and I will not alk other, advice, but fblloiy this, 
which is much to my advantage.' The council 
now broke up ; and orders were given for fhe army 
to march in three days time, tp choofe a proper; 
pofition t(> wdt for the enemy. The gates of 
lifbon werQ k;cpt fo clofely fhut that no peribn 
lyhatever was allowed to quit the town ; for the; 
king and the inhabitants would pot that the Spaniards^ 
ihould know their intention nor their numbers. 

The En^ifh were much ple^fed when they learnt 
they were to marqh towards Santare^, where the 
king and his army lay. Every one now; prepared 
his arms ; the archers their bows and arrows, each 
according to his rank. On^a Thurfday, in the after- 
hoop, the king with his army marched out of Lifbon, 
anc| encamped that day pa the b^nlcs pf a fmal^ 
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rivcTj two leagues &om the town, with their front 
towards *Santaren: they faid> they woyld never 
return before they had feen their enemies, and that 
it was much better they fhould offer batde than for 
^e enemy to come to them. They had remarked 
the difierence between thofe who fought and thofe 
who waited for a battle, and that inferior numbers 
l^d frequently gained the day : for, in almoft all 
tl^ vi(^ories the Englifh had obtained over the^ 
French, they had been the firft to offer batde j and 
they obierved, that an attacking army is naturally 
more courageous than one on the defence. This 
was the opinioi^ of the inhabitants of Li^on when 
tjicy marched out of the town, and they thus con- 
tinued their converfation : * Some of us were with 
the ment of Ghent when they marched to Bruges 
and offered battle %o the count of Flanders'^ and his 
^tnj in that town ; and we we^ know, that Philip 
yon Artaveld, Peter du Bois, John Cliqueriel, 
Francois Au-emcn and P?ter le Nuitre, the leaders 
of the Ghentmen, h^ not under them more than 
fcven thoufand m^n -, but they fought the battle, 
a^d defeated eleven thoufand. '^phis is a known 
i&ft, for there Mfas not any treachery ? fortune was 
^vourable to Ghent on the day of batde, which 
^as fought on a Saturday^ a long league . diftant 
from Bruges, as we were informed on the morrow 
when they had conquered that city.' They com- 
fcrted themfelves that there was as good a chance 
to win as to lofe, and that, if they wilhcd to fuc- 
ceed in arms, they muft aft boldly.. 
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Such were the converfatlons df the Lifboncrs- 
amonjg thcmfclres, Qn the Thurfday, as they con- 
tinued their march. When the king heard how 
refolutely they difcourfed, he ^as much plcafed. 

When the trumpets of the king's army founded 
on the Friday-morning, all made themfelves ready, 
and marched on the right, following the river and 
the flat country, on account of the baggage and 
IM-ovifion which followed them, and advanced four 
leagues. 

News was brought, on this Friday, to the king 
of Caftillc at Santaren, that the Portuguefe, under 
the command of the mafter of Avis, whom the 
Lifboners had crowned king, were advancing to 
meet hun. This intelligence was foon fpread 
through the army ; and it gave the Spaniards, 
French and Gafcons much joy : they faid, ' Thefe 
Lifboners arc valiant fellows, thus to come and 
fight with us : let us haften to take the field, and 
furround them if we can, that we may prevent 
their return ; for, if we can help it, not one of 
. them fhall fee Lifbon again/ It was proclaimed 
through the army, by found of trumpet, for every 
one to be ready, both horfe and foot, on Saturday- 
morning, as on that day the king would march to 
combat his enemies » Every one was prepared and 
fhewed great joy at the orders, and at the event 
likely to happen. 

On the, Saturday-morning, all the trumpets in 
the Caftillc army founded; The king heard mafs 
in the caftle, then drank a cup, as did his at- 
tendants, and, mounting their horfes, they marched 
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into the plain in handfome order : fir Reginald dc 
limoufin, marftial of the army, led the van. 
Scouts were ordered to exannine the appearance of 
the enemy, where they were, and what mi^t be 
their numbers. Two fquires were ordered on this 
duty by the French ; one a Burgundian, and the 
other a Gafcon. The Burgundian was called 
William de Montigny, and of the company of fir 
John dc Rue : the Gafcon came from Beam, and 
his name was Bertrand de Barege. They were 
both on that day made knights, and with them a 
lord of Caftille, an able man at arms, called fir 
Pedro Fernando de Medina : he was mounted on a 
light genet that had wonderful fpeed. 

While thefe three knights were exploring the 
country on all fides in fearch of the Portuguefe, 
their main army, which confifted of full two thou- 
fand lances, knights and fcjuires, Gafcons, Bur- 
gundians, French, Picards and Bretons, as well 
equipped and mounted as men at arms could be, 
and twenty thoufand Spaniards, all on horfeback, 
marched at a foot's pace, and had not advanced 
the diftance of a bow-fliot when they halted. The 
king of Portugal had alfo fent three fcouts to ob- 
fcrve the countenance and order of the Spaniards, 
two of whom were Englifli fquires and expert men 
at arms, whofe names were James d'Hartleberry 
and Philip Bradefton, and with them a Portuguefe 
called Fernando de la Greflfe. They were all 
well mounted, and rode fo far that from an emi- 
nence where they were hid by the leaves of the 
trees they examined carefully the whole Spanifh 
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ortny. They then returned to the king of Portugal 
and his army, which they fo^nd drawn up ip the 
plain, and related what they had fecn. ^ Sirc^^ wc 
have advanced fo f|r as fo have fully reconnoitred 
your enemies ; they arc very numerous, thirty 
thoufand horfe at leaft: therefore confider well 
the bufinef?.* The king afked, ' pa they march 
in p^e body?' ' No^ fir: they are in two bat- 
talions.' The king turned about, and faid aloud, 
' Now all of yoq attend to what I fey, for her?^ 
muft be no cowardice : ^we fhall fopn engag? our 
• enemies^ who are qi^ their march and eager to 
meet us : this they will do, for we can neither fly 
nor return to Lifborr. We have left that town :. 
therefore a6l yrell, and fell your lives dearly. You 
have made me yo\ir king: this day I (hall fee 
whether the crown is to be peaceably mine j. for 
be aflured I will never fly, but abide the event/ 
They replied, ' God affift us ! we will all I|ta^d 
by you.' 

Northberry and Hartfel were then called,^ with, 
others the molt experienced in arms, and meawho 
had fcen the greateft number of battles, when they 
were aflced their opinionsj^ as to the beft mode of 
afting, to wait the event of a batd^ i. for they 
were likely to be forced to fight, as the enemy 
was advancing fait, and in fuch numbers that they 
were at lealt four to one. The Englilhmen faidjj^ 
* Since we muft have a battle, and they are fupc-. 
rior to us in numbers, it is an unequal chance,^ 
and we cannot conquer them but by taking ad-, 
vantage of the hedges and bulhes : let us there- 
fore 
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^^ fortify ourfclvc? in fuch marmct, and you will 
% they will not fo eafily break us as if we were 
the plain/ The king replied, * You fpcak 
fvlcly, and it (hall be done as* you recommend.* 



CHAP, XXXVII. 

:fHE POIITUGUESE FORTIFY THEMSELVES, NEAJl 
THE CHURCH OF ALJUBAROTA*, BY THE AD- 
VICE OF THE ENGCISH. KING JOHN OF CAS- 

TILLE, THROUGH THE COUNSEL OF THE 
FRENCH AND BEARNOIS, RESOLVES TO FIGHT 

THEM. THE HATREDS AND JEALOUSIES OF 

THE CASTILLIANS STILL CONTINUE AGAINST 

' THE FOREIGNERS. 

'TpHE Portuguefe and Lifboners approved of 
^ the advice of the Englilh, and gave their 
opinions whither they fhould march. They were 
then near Aljubarota, a large village, to which 
place they had fent their ftores, fumpter horics 
and baggage, as the fituation in which they 
had intended lodging that night, battle or not. 
About a quarter of a league without the village is 
a confiderable monaftery, wh^ither the inhabitants 
go to hear mafs. The church is on a fmall emi- 
nence, a little befidq the road, furroundcd by large 



• Aljubarota,— a village of Eftremadoura in Portugal, four 
lif agues from the town of Leiria. 

trees. 



268 

trcfs, hedges, and bulhes, which, with fome little 
afliftance, might be made a ftrong poft. This was 
then told the king and his council; but he would 
have the Englifh called, for, though they were few 
in number, he wifhed to follow their advice. They 
faid; ' Sire, we know not any fpot near, more 
favourable than the monaftery of Aljubarota, fitu- 
ated as it is among trees : it is now a ftrong po- 
fition, but may be much ftrengthencd by art/ 
Thofe who knew the country agreeing to. the truth 
of this, the king faid, — ' Let us march thither,, and 
form ourfelves in fuch manner as good men at 
arms fhould do j lb that our enemies, when they 
advance, may not find us unprepared.' This wa& 
inftantly done: they marched flowly to Aljubarota, 
and came to the fquare before the churchy when 
the Englifh and fir Monges de Navaret, with 
other valiant Portuguefe and Lifboners, atten- 
tively examined the place an^ the environs. The 
EngHfli faid, * This fpot can be made fufikiendy 
ftrohg, and we may fccurely wait here the event^ 
They cut down the trees fronting the plain, and 
laid them acrols, fo that the cavalry could not 
pafs them, leaving one entry not too wide, on the 
wings o£ which they poftcd all their archers and 
crofs-^bows. The men at arms were on foot drawn 
up befide the church, where the king was i, and 
they had already difplayed the king's i^^andard and 
banners. 

When they faw themfelves thus drawn up, they 
were much contented, faying, if it pleafed God, 
they were in a fituation to hold out for a long 
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timej and to gain die advantage hy it. The kiag 
addreffcd them ; * My fair genrlenjen, flicw your 
valour this dayj and think not of flight; for that wiU 
be of no avails as you arc too diftant from Lifbon; 
and befides> there is no fafccy in flighty for three 
good men will overpower and flay twelve run- 
aways. Prove that you are men of courage, and 
ofFcr yourfclves vigoroufly to your opponents: 
confider, ihould the day be ours> which it will be, 
if it pleafe God, how much we fhall be honoured 
and praifed in the different countries where news 
of it fhall be carried i for the victors are always 
exalted, and the conquered abafed. Confider alfo, 
you have made me your king, which fhould 
ftrengthen your courage i for be afTured, tliat as 
long as this battle-axe in my hand fhall hold, I 
will continue the fight o and, fhould it break or 
fail me, I will get another, and fhew I am deter- 
mined to guard and defend the crown of Portugal 
for myfelf, and for the right I have to the fuccef- 
fion of my lord and brother, in which, on my foul, 
I declare and fay, they oppofe me wrongfully, and 
that the quarrel is perfonal.' 

Thofe of his countrymen who had heard him, 
. replied, — ^ My lord and king, you have gracioufly 
admoniflied, and greatly advifed us to be men of 
valour, and to fupport you in defending what we 
have given to you, and at the fame time acknow- 
ledge to be your own. Know, then, that we will 
all remain with you fteadily, and never leave the 
field alive, until we gain the batde, or be carried 
away. Have it proclaimed to your men, for they 

have 
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hav^ not all heard you, that no one dare, on hiS 
life, think of flying ; and if there fhould be any 
"whofc courage fails, fo that he fear to await the 
battle, let him come forward, and he Ihall have 
fcave to depart, (for ohe feint heart difcourages 
a dozen of good m^n at arms) or have hts head 
ftrtick off as an example to others/ The king 
faid it Ihould be done, and two knights were or- 
dered by him to examine the army and admonifll 
it, and fee if any fymptoms appeared among them 
of fear. The knights, on their retiirh; reported 
to the king, that wherever they had vifited, and 
they had examined all the different complanies, 
they had found every one refolute, and determined 
to wait the event of the batde. * So mucK Ac 
better,' faid the king. He iflTued orders to the 
army, if any perfons were defirous of knighthood, 
to come forward, and he would confer on them 
the order of knighthood, in the name Of God and 
St. George. From the information I had, it leems 
that fixty new knights were created, which pleafed 
the king much ; and, placing them in front of 
the army, he faidj — ^ My fair firs, the order of 
chivalry is more exalted and noble than imagi- 
nation can fuppole ; and no knight ought to fuf- 
fer himfelf to be debafed by cowardice, or any 
villanous or dirty a£tion ; but when his helmet is 
on his head he fhould be bold and fierce as a 
lion when he fees his prey ; and becaufe I wilh 
you to fhcw your courage this day, where it 
will be needful, I order you to the front of the 
battalion, where you mull exert yourfelves, that 
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y^ miy both obtain ^hbnour, bthcnvifc your fp'uri 
Will not become you/ 

Each new knight anfwered in his turn^ as he 
inarched by, — * Sire> we will, with God's grace, 
do fo, that we fhAlI gain your love and approba- 
tion.* In this manner were the Portuguefe drawn 
up, and fortified near the church of Aljubarota. 
None of the Englifh were defirous to be knighted 
this day t they were requefted by the king to be 
Co, but excufed themfelves for that time. 

We will now return to the king of CaftiHe, and 
to the knights, fquires and men at arms from 
France and Gafcony with him, and fpeak of the 
appearance of the Spaniards, and how they were 
drawn up. The knights they had fent out to re- 
connoitre had returned, and faid, — ' Sir king, and 
you barons and knights prefcnt, we have leifurcly 
examined our enemies : we do not believe their 
whole amount is more than ten thoufand men : 
they have marched to the abbey of Aljubarota, 
where they have halted, and are drawn up in order 
of batde ; and there they may be found by who* 
ever choofcs to fcek for them.' 

Upon this the king fummoned a council, to 
. which, in particular, the barons and knights of 
France were invited : they v/ere afked, what was 
beft to be done, when they inftanriy replied, — 
* Sir, it is proper they ftiould be fought with : we 
fee nothing elfe to be done ; for, from the report ^ 
of our fcouts, they are alarmed for the event, as 
they find themfelves diftant from any fortrcfles 
whither they may retreat, and Lifbon is fix leagues 
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off: they cannot,* thercforci cafily fun thither, 
even if they fhould take advantage of the night, 
without being overtaken on the road. Wc there- 
fore, fir, advife, fince wc know where they are, 
that we be drawn up in battle array, and march to 
combat them, while your men are in a good dif- 
pofition to behave well.' 

The king then afked his countrymen their 
opinions, fuch as don Gonzales Nunez de Gufinan, 
don Diego de Mendoza, Peter Gonzales de Men- 
doza, Peter Lopez d'Ayala, and the grand mafter 
of Calatrava, who replied, — ^ My lord, we have 
well heard the French knights advife you to march 
inftantly againft your enemies ; but wc wifti you 
and them to know, that before we can arrive thither 
it will be night, for the fun is now on the decline, 
and we have not yet arranged our order of battle. 
It would be better to wait until morning, • and ap- 
proach them fo near, that we may difcover by our 
fcouts, whom we can fpread over the plain, in 
what manner they have polled themfclves j and if 
they fhould incline to march away during the night, 
wc might alfo decamp, when they cannot efcape, 
for the country is quite open, and there is* not any 
ftrong place except Lifbon, fo that they muft fall 
an eafy prey to us. • This is the advice we give.' 

The king, on hearing this, was filent, and looked ^ 
fir ft on- the ground and then on the foreigners, 
when fir Reginald de Limoufin, marfhal of the 
army, thus fpoke (in order to pleafe the French) 
in Spanifh, that he might be heard and underftood 
by all, for he fpoke that, language fluently, fo long 
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kad he ii£\6cd axAoiig thcm^ addreffing himfelf to 
the Spaniards who were near the king, and who 
had given him the laft adyiccj— ^ How can you, 
my lords, (balUi^ each of them by their name, 
for he was well acquainted with them all) pretend 
CO have more knowledge of battles or more ex- 
perience in war than the valiant knights and fquires 
here prefent ? How can you imagine you can de vifc 
any plan fuperior to theirs, or even that could be 
of any value? for their whole life has been em- 
ployed in travelling from one kingdom to another 
in fcarch of adventures. How can you dare offer 
any other opinion, or thus dctraft from what they 
have lb noWy faid, in the defence of the honour of 
the king and country $ in which you are more in- 
terefted than they are> for you have therein your 
properties as well as your perfons, whilft they have 
only their perfons; They have offered a proof of 
their attachment by requefting of the king to be 
pofted in front of the battalions^ which his majefty 
has difapproved. Confider how difmterefted they 
muft be, when they made this offer. It would ap- 
pear to fame perfons as if you were envious, and 
wifhed not that. any honour or profit might accrue 
to them. Or that the king fhould gain tlje viftory 
over his enemies. Honourable men at arms, who 
feek perfcftion, fhould be above low jealoufies and 
fuch bafc paflions, and always be of one and the 
fame way of thinking. Befides, through your 
advice, has the king been thus long and expenfively 
kept at the liege of Lifbon, without having any 
opportunity of a battle, until now when the maflcr 
. Vol. Vir. T of 
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of Avts {who Iigns himfelf king of Portugal^ 
though he can have no fuch rights being a baftard) 
has taken the field. He is at Aljubarota at this 
moment with all the force he can mufter^ but it is 
not any way great : if it (hould therefore happen 
that he make his efcape from us, and avoid z 
battle, you will run the rifk of the people rifing 
and flaying you ; or the king, confidering you as 
traitors, will have you beheaded, and your eftates 
confifcatcd. I therefore fee no better means for 
you than being filent, and agreeing with thofe who 
have been adtors in more matters of this fort than 
you ever have been engaged in, or ever will be.' 

As fir Reginald ended this fpe«ch, the king 
raifed his eyes from the ground, and feemed highly 
pleafed with what he had heard: the Spaniards, 
on the contrary, were thunderftruck, and thought, 
at the moment, they had done worfc than they 
really had ; for, notwithftanding the marihal had. 
thus oppofed and reproved them, they had wifely 
and prudently advifed the king, for he could not 
have had better counfel j but his valour and franknefs 
made him fpeak as follows, in compliance with the 
French and the ftrangers prefcnt, who were eager 
for battle. Every one was filent, when the king 
faid,— ^ In the name of God and my lord St. James, 
IwiU that we combat our enemies, and that thofe 
who defire knighthood, may advance, and receive 
the order of chivalry in honour of God and St. 
George.' Many fquires of France and Beam came 
forward, and were knighted by the king's hand ; 
fuch as fir Roger d'Efpaign, and his fon Edmund : 
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from the county of Foix, fir Bcrtrand dc Barege^ 
fir Peter de Salbicre, fir Peter de Valentin, fir 
William dc Quer, fir Angiers dc Sollenaine, fir 
Peter dc Vaud, fir William de Mondigy, with 
many more ; in all, one hundred and forty, who 
willingly accepted the order of knighthood, iomc 
barons of Beam firft difplaycd their banners with 
fevcral of Caftille and fir John de Rue. 

You might have feen thefe young knights full 
of vigour and gallantry, carrying themfelves fo 
handfomcly that it was a pleafant fpeftacle to fee ; 
and they were, as I have faid, a large battalion of 
themfelves. The lord de Lingnach then ap- 
proached the king, accompanied by all thofe who 
had come from different countries, and whom^ the 
Caftillians called indifcriminately Frenchmen, com- . 
pletely armed except their helmets, and faid, — 
^ My lord king, we are come from diftant cduntries 
with the beft difpofitions to ferve you : grant us, 
we beg of you, th^ we may form the van battalion.* 
' I grant it,' replied the king, ' in the name of 
God, St. James and my lord St. George, and n^iy 
they be with you!' Upon this, the Spaniards 
whifpered one to another, — ^ See, for God's fake ; 
fee how our king confides wholly in thefe foreigners : 
he has not any truft in others. They have obtained 
the honour of the van, and hold us fo cheap they 
will not invite us to make a, part. They are now 
drawing themfelves up feparately. Well, we will 
do the fame on our part, and, by God, let them 
combat and fight by themfelves. Have they riot 
already boafted they are fufficient to vanquifh the 
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Portugucfc ? Be it fo, then : wc arc contented j 
but it will be right we a(k the king if he choofe to 
j*emain with us, or go with the Frenchmen/ They 
were murmuring a long time, whether they fhould 
put fuch a queftion to the king or not, for they 
were much afraid of the reprimands of fir Reginald 
de Limoufin. Having fully confidered,# they 
thought there would not be any harm in afking the 
queftion. Six therefore of the principal nobles, 
employed about his perfon, advanced, and, with 
many obeifances, thus fpoke : ' Moft noble king, 
we perceive plainly, that this day there will be an 
engagement with your enemies, God grant you 
may have the viftory and honour ! as we fincercly 
wifh it i but we are anxious to know your pleafure, 
whether you will remain with us or march with the 
Frenchmen?' ' By no means,' replied the king: 
^ my fair; firs, if I have determined on battle, in 
confequence of the advice of the knights and fquires 
from France who have come to ferve me, and who 
are men of great valour and abilities, I do not re- 
nounce you, but will remain among you, and you 
will therefore help in defending me.' The Caf- 
tillians were delighted with this anfwer, and faid ; 
* That, my lord, will we do, and never fail you 
as long as we live j for we have fworn to do fo, 
and pledged our faith on the day you were crowned : 
we had befides fo great an afFedion for the good 
king your father, that nothing fliall ever make us 
defcrt you.' The king of Caftille remained wit|^ 
his Caftillians, who amounted to full twenty thou- 
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fand horfe all covered with armour. Sir Reginald 
dc Limoufin was in the firfl battalion^ that poft 
being his right as marfhal. 
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CHAP, xxxvra. 

THE BATTLE OF ALJU3AR0TA, IN WHICH THE 
FRENCH AND BEARNOIS, IN THE INTEREST OF 
CASTILLE, ARE DEFEATED AND SLAIN BY THE 
PORTUGUESE, FROM NOT BEING PROPERLY 
SUPPORTED BY THE CASTILLIANS, WHa WERE 
JEALOUS OF THEM.— THEY AFTERWARDS MEET 
THE SAME FAT«. 

^T^HIS Saturday had beeii a fine clear day, but 
•* the fun was now declining, and it was about 
the hour of Velpers, when the firft battalion of 
the Caftillian army came before Aljubarota, where 
the king of Portugal and his men were drawn up in 
battle-array. The French knights amounted to 
two thoufand, as gallant lances as could be ieen. 
The moment they perceived the enemy riiey formed 
in clofe order, like men of refoltition who knew 
their bufinefs, and advanced within bow-fhot. 
This attack was very Iharp; for /thofe who were 
eager after glory, and to perform feats of arms, 
afTauIted the place which the Englifh had fortified. 
The entrance having been made narrow caufed a 
great prefliire of the alTailants againft each other, 
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iind much mifchief was done by Englifh- arehcrs, 
who ftiot fo vigoroufly and quick that the horfes 
were larded, a$ it were, with arrows, and fell one 
on the other. The few Englifli men at arms and 
the Lifboners now came forward, Ihouting their 
cry of, ^ Our Lady for Lifbon !* They were armed 
with well fteelcd Bourdeaux lances, with which 
they pierced through every thing, and wounded 
knights and fquires. The lord de Lingnach of 
Beam was unhorfed, his banner taken and himfelf 
made prifoner, and numbers of his men (lain or 
taken. On the other han4, fir John de Rue, fir 
GeofFry Ricon, fir GeofFry de Partenaf , with dif- 
jficulty, had entered the fort with their men j but 
their horfes were fo wounded by the archers, they 
fell down under them. The men at arms on their 
fide were in great danger, for one could not afl^ft 
the other, nor could they gain room to, exert them- 
felves, while the Portuguefe, feeing the ill fuccefs 
which had attended the firft affailants, were as 
frelh and as aftive as ever for the combat. Th? 
king of Portugal was mounted on a taU courfcr, 
decorated all over with the arms of Portugal, and 
his banner fet up before him : he was much pleafed at 
feeing the defeat of his enemies, and to encourage 
his men, and for his own pleafure, he laughed 
aloud, crying out,-r-* Go on, my good fellows; 
defend yourfelves well, for, if there be no more 
than what I fee, we Ihall not make much of them ; 
and, if I have any knowledge of war, thefc men 
miift remain with us.' 
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Thus did the king of Portugal encourage his 
inen^ who fought valiantly^ andj having inclofed 
the firft comers within their fort, they were putting 
numbers of them* to death. True it is, that this 
firft battalion of which I am fpeaking, under the 
command of knights from France and Bearn, ex- 
pe6ted to have been more quickly and better fup- 
ported by the Caftillians than they were s for if the 
king of Caftille with the miain army, which con-f 
fifted at leaft of twenty thoufand men, had ad- 
vanced to check the Portuguefe in another quarter, 
the day muft have been theirs ; but they did nothing, 
for which they fuffered much lofs and blame. It 
is alfo true, that the battle began too foon ; but 
they did fo to acquire greater honour, and to make 
their words good which they had faid in the prefencc 
of the king. On the other hand, as I have heard,, 
the Caftillians made no great hafte to advance^ 
for the French were not in good favour with them; 
^d they had faidj^^i^^ Let them begin the fight, 
and tire themfelves : they will find enough to do. 
Thefe Frenchme](i are too great boafters, and too 
vainglorious, and our kimg has not any perfeft con- 
fidence but in them. Since he wifties that they 
Ihould have the honour of the day, it fhall be fo ; 
for we will have it oyr own way, or not at all.' 
Confbrmayy tQ this refolution, the Spaniards kept 
in a large body, twenty thoufand at leaft* in the 
plain, and would not advance, which vexed the 
king much ; but he could not help it, for they 
faid, — ^ My lord, it is all over, (though none had 
returned from the batde) ; thcfe French knights 
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baye defeated your enemies : the honour and viftorjr 
of the day are theirs.* * God grant it may be fd !* 
replied the king; * but let us advance a little/ 
They advanced, about ^ bow-fliot, and halted 
again. It; was truly a fine fight to view their ap- 
pearance, fo well and handfomely were they armed 
and mounted. During all this time, the French 
were fighting ; and thofe knight and ftjuires who 
had been able to difmount perforrped many gallant 
deeds, for, when their lances were broken^ they 
ufed their batde axes, and with them gave fuch 
defperate blows on the helmets of all who oppofed 
them, that wounds, if not death, were the con- 
fcquences. Whoever is engaged in fuch-like com- 
bats as this at A^jubarpta muft abide the event, if 
fkfety be not fought in flight : but in flight there is 
4nore danger than in the heat of the battle, for^ 
when any one flies, a purfuit is made, and, if over- 
taken, he is flain j when in a batde, if the chance 
turn unfortunate, h? furrenders, and is wcH taken 
care of as a captive. 

It cannot be denied but that the knights and 
fquires from France, Brittany, Burgundy and 
Beam fought valiantly : tliey were overpowered at 
the firfl: onfet, from the advice the Englifh had 
given to' fortify the place : befides, in this attack, 
the Pprtiiguefe were fuperior in numbers. They 
therefore were at their mercy, and all were flain or 
taken, for few cfcaped. At this beginning, they 
made a thoufand knights and fquires prifoners, 
which gave them much joy. They did not expeft 
any further batde that day, and entertained their 
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prifoners handfomely, faying to them^— -^ Do npc 
be caft down : you have valiandy fought^ and have 
been conquered fairly : we will behave to you as 
generoufly as we Ihould wiih to be dealt with our<^ 
felves, were we in your fituation. You mult 
come and recruit yourfclves in the good city of 
Lilbon, where you Ihall have every comfort/ 
Thofe to whom fueh fpeechcs were made, replied 
by returning thanks. Some were ranfomed on the 
fjpot, and others faid they would wait the event, for 
they did not imagine things would remain as they 
then were, but that the king of Spain would come 
with the main army and deliver them. 

As the king of Caftille and his people were 
drawing near to Aljubarota, news of what had 
happened fpeedily came to them from the run- 
aways (for unfortunate indeed is the batde 
whence no one efcapes) who cried aloud and 
with much fear,—* Sir king, advance ; for your 
whole van battalion are either flain or made pri-* 
foners, and there is no hope of deliverance but 
from you/ When the king heard this, he was 
much enraged, and with reafon, for it too nearly 
c-oncerned him : he inftandy gave orders to march, 
faying, * March banners, in the name of God and 
St. George : let us haften to the refcue of our 
friends who have been captured, for they have 
need of us.* 

The Caftillians began to quicken their march in 
cl'ofe order : it was now paft veljpers, and the fun 
was fetting, when fome of them faid, it would be 
better to wait for the morning, as it would foon be 
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nighty when diey woidd be luiaibk eo per&rtn anf 
good deeds of arm3* Qut die king was deter-* 
mined to advance^^ and was in the rigHti for he 
faid>-^' How can we think of dius deieiting our 
friends^ who are fadgued and in diftrefs ? whoever 
gives fuch advice neither Igves nie nor regards mf 
honour/ They continued^ therefore^ to advance^ 
with trumpets founding and dnims beatinga and 
making a great noife to frighten their enemies. 

I will now relate how the king of Bortugal and 
his army had employed themfelves. As foon as 
they had defeated the van divifion and taken care 
of their prifoners» as has been before faid> they di4 
not confide in thi$ firft viftory, though they faw 
Dot any appearance of reinforcements^, but oi^re4 
fix men at arms, the beft mpuntedj to reconnoitre^ 
and bring them intelligence) if they were to expedt 
another batde. Thole who had been fent on this 
expedition faw and heard the army of the king of 
Caftille, which was at kit twenty t^oufand men,, 
on horfeback^ and approaching very near to Al« 
jubarota : they returned full gallop to their friends^ 
and faid aloud— -^ My lords» take care of your- 
felves^ for hitherto wc have done nothing: the 
king of CaftiUe is advancing with his whole arrny^ 
of twenty thoufand horfe, for not one has remain-^ 
ed behind,, On hearing this they held a ihort 
council, as the ncccflity of the cafe obliged themi 
and came to a pitilefs refoludon ; for it was com- 
manded^ under pain of death, that whoever had 
taken a prifoner ihould inftantly kill him» . mdA 
that neither noble^ nor rich^ nor fimple, IhoulcS 
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be exelUpttd* Thofe barons, knights and fquireiy 
who hid been capture^i were in a nrielancboty fitu« 
^jtciofl, for«htrea/dcs would have been -of no avail; 
They i^ott (battered about difarmed in dsffirrent 
parts> confidering themfcives in f^^ty, for their 
tive^ at lti& i 'but it was not h, which was a great 
pity. Each man killed his prifoner^ and thofe who 
ft(u(kdi had him flain before their eyes : for the 
Portuguefe and £ng^ifh> who had given chit ad^ 
yite^ faidt*-^^ It was better to kill than to bt 
killed ; and if we do not put them to death they 
will liberate themfelves while we are fighting, and 
then Oay ps, for no one ought to put confidence in 
his prifoner.' By this order diere were killed the 
lord de Lingnach, fir Peter de Salbiere, the lords 
de LefprC) de Beam> des Hordes, fir Bertrand de 
Barege^ the lord de Monane, fir Raymond Don* 
^ack> fir John Afolege^ fir Manaut de Saremen^ fir 
Peter de Salibieres, fir Stephen de Valentin, fir 
Raymond de CourafTe, fir Peter de Haufane, with 
full three hundred fquires from Beam. Of French- 
men, there were fir John de Rue, fir Geoffiry 
Ricon, fir GeofFry de Partenay and many mort. 
This was a very unfwtunate event to the pri- 
foners, as well as to the Portuguefc ; for they put 
to death, this Saturday, as many good prisoners 
as would have been worth to them, taking one 
with another, four hundred thoufand fi-ancs. When 
they had thus cleared the place, by putting every 
one to death, (for none efcaped but thofe who had 
been carried to the village of Aljubarota, where 
the baggage and ftores were) they again formed 

them- 
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^ettafelves in the fame pofitioni and place u 
when the van battalion comipenced their attack. 

The fun was now fetting, when the king of 
Caftille advanced in puilTant array, with banners 
difplayed> and on barded horfes^ fhouting oiK 
* Caftille !' and entered the fortified pafs. They 
were received with lance$ and battle axes^ and the 
firft flight of arrows grievoufly wounded their hories^ 
threw them into confufion, and many were wound* 
ed or flain. The king of Caftille, ignorant of the 
unfortunate fate of the van, imagining they were 
only prifoners, was anxious to deliver them, as 
you have heard. The battle r^d with violence ? 
many were thrown to the ground, and the Porcu-^ 
guefe had not the advantage : they were forced 
to fight moft valiantly or they would have beerv 
overpowered : they owed their fafcty to the im-^ 
poilibility of being attacked but in one place*. 
The king of Pbrtugal difmountedy and> taking 
his battle-axe, placed himfelf at the pa&, when^ 
he performed wonders> knodcing down three or 
four of the ftoutcft of the enemy, infomuch that 
none dared to approach him. . I muft not omit ta 
notice die manner in which the Spaniards generaUy 
9i£t in war. It is true they make a handfome figure 
on horfeback, fpur off to advantage, and fight well 
at the firft onfct ; but as foon as they have thrown 
two or three darts, and given a ftroke with their 
Ipears, without difconcerting the enemy, they 
take alarm^ turn their horfes heads, and fave 
themfelvcs by flight as well as they can : this 
game . they played at Aljubarota 5 for they found 

their 



their enemies obftinate^ and as frelh as if they 
had not had an engagement^ which aftonifhed 
them much ; and their furprife was increafed by 
hot hearing any thing of the van battalion. 

The Spaniards had a hard afternoon^s work, and 
the fortune of war was gready againil them : all 
who throuo;h courage, or a wiih to diftinguifh 
dicmfelves, had entered the fort of the Lifboners, 
were cut to pieces ; for they would not ranfom 
any, whether poor or noble, (fuch had been 
their orders) nor encumber themfelves with pri- 
foners. Very many of the nobles of Caftille were 
there flain : among the greateft barons who fuf- 
fcred were fir Dangommes Ncudrich, fir Diego 
Parfament, don Pedro de Rourmont, fir Marc 
de VerfauX) the grand mafter of Calatrava, and 
his brother, who was that day created a knight, 
and called fir Diego Moro, fir Peter Gouflart 
de Modcfque, don Pedro Gouflart de Seville, 
don John Rodrigo de la RouflcUc, with upwards 
of fixty barons and knights of Spain. There 
were not even at the battle of Najara, when the 
prince of Wales defeated the king, don Henry, 
fo many nobles of Caftille killed, as at this 
battle of Aljubarota, which was on a Saturday, 
the fcaft of our Lady, in Auguft 1385. 
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tHAV. XXXIX. 

tilE KING OF CASTILLE3 AFTER HIS DEFEAT A^ 

ALJUBAROTA, RETREATS TO SANTAREN. THE 

KINO OF PORTUGAL RETURNS TO LISBON. A 

TRUCE IS CONCLUDED BETWEEN THEM, 

*1X7HEN king Henry perceived that his army 
"^ was defeated, the van battalion having 
been totally deftroyed, that fir Reginald de Li- 
tnoufin, his marfhal, was flain, and that the 
flower of his own chivalry, as well as that of 
France, which had come fo willingly to ferve 
him, were dead or difabled, he was mightily caft 
down, and knew not how to aft. He faw his 
men flying in all direftions, and heard them crying 
to him, — ' My lord, march away : it is time for 
you : the batde is over : you alone cannot conquer 
your enemies, nor repair your loflTes : your men 
are running away on all fides, for every one now 
looks to himfelf : you know alfo, it will be pru- 
dent, at this moment, to follow their example, 
and if fortune is now againfl: you, another time 
flie may be more favourable.' The king of Caf- 
tille followed this advice : he changed his horfe, 
and mounted a frefh one that had not been rode 
that day, and which had great fpeed. The king 
ftuck fpurs into him, turned his back to his 
enemies, and made for Santaren, whither all the 
runaways, who \\rilhed to fave themfelves, fol- 
lowed. 

The 
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iThe king of Caftille had that day ordei^ A 
knight of his houfehold, caUed fir Peter Harems 
to bear his helmet* This helmet was encircled 
with gold> and might be worth twenty thoufand 
fi-ancs. The king intended wearing it at the 
battle^ and had fb ordered it the morning he 
tnarched from Santarenj but did not do (oi for, 
-when the army was fornodng^ there was fo great a 
cro\|rd round the king, the knight could not come 
near^ and> not hearing himiiblf called, he ceafed 
to attempt it. Shordy afterwards, he heard that 
the Portuguefe had gained the day, and iaw his 
own army flying in all diredions: fearful of 
lofing fo rich a jewel as the kmg*s helmet, 
that was valued fo highly, he put it on his own 
head, not to loie it nor have it ftolen from him 
by meeting the enemy, and fled: he did not 
follow the road to Santaren, but took another, 
which led to the town of Ville Arpcnt. T^hus 
did they diiperfe, feme one way, fome another, 
like to people thunderflruck and difcomfited ; but 
the greater part made for Santaren, where the king 
arrived in the evening, confounded and call down. 

After the defeat of the Spaniards at Aijuba- 
rota, the Portuguefe and Lifboncrs kept the field 
of batde : the flaughter was great, and would have 
been more if they had purfued the enemy -, for 
die Englilh, feeing the enemy uirn their backs, 
called -aloud to the king of Portugal, — ^ Sir 
king, let us mount our horfes, and fet put on 
the purfuit, and all thcf: runaways fhall be dead 
tneo/ * 1 will not,* replied the king : ^ what we 

have 
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Wc ddfte otight to fktisfy us. Our men art 
faitlgucd, and have fought hard this evening: it 
is how fo dark we Ihall not know whither we 
are going, not how many are flying. Their array 
was very numerous ; and perhaps this may be a 
ftratagem to draw us olit of our fort and the 
more eafily conquer us. We will this day guard 
the dead, and to-morrow call a council and con^ 
fider how wc fhall next aft^.* 

^ By my faith/ replied fJartfel, an Englifh* 
man, ' the dead are eafily guarded : they will do 
us no harm, nor fhall we have any profit from 
ihem, for we have flain our rich prifoners. Wc 
are ftrangers, come from a diftance to ferve you, 
and would willingly gain fomething from thefe 
calves that are flying without wings, and who 
drive their banners before them.* * Fair bro* 
ther,' faid the king, ^ all covet, all lofe : it is 
much better that we remain on, our guard, fince 
the honour and viftory are ours, through God's 
grace, than run any rifle when there is no ne- 
cefllty for it. Thanks to God, we have enough 
to make you all rich/ Nothing more was faid 
on the fubjeft. 

Thus, as I have related, happened the battle 
of Aljubarota, which the king of Portugal com- 
pletely gained. There were flain about five hun* 
dred knights, and full as many, if not ^ more^ 
fquires, which was a great pity, and fix or feven 
thoufand other men : God have mercy on thcit 
poor fouls ! 
vThe king of Portugal and his men remained 
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all ni^t under zrms, at their poft without ftir- 
xingi until about fix o'clock on S'Unday-morn- 
ing. They eat a morfcl ftanding or fitting, 
and quaffed a cup or fo of wine, which was 
brought to them from the village of Aljuba- 
rota. At fun-rife, the king of Portugal ordered 
twelve knights to mount their horfesj and fcour 
the country, to fee if there were any bodies of 
ttien aflfembled together. When they had rode 
i&r and near, oh their return, they faid they had 
fcen nothing but dead men. ' Of them we have 
no fear,' faid the king, who gave orders for the 
army to march to the village of Aljubarota, where 
they were to halt the reft of the day and that night 
until Monday morning. Upon this they decamp- 
ed, leaving the church ofAljubarota, arid quartered 
themfclvcs in the village the whole of Sui^ay and 
^he following night. 

On the Monday-morning, it was ordered in 
council that they (hould return to Lifbon, and 
kht trumpets founded to decamp. They then 
formed themfelves in handfomc array, and took 
the road to Li(bon. On the Tuefday , the king en- 
tered the city, amid an immenfe concourfe of peo- 
ple, with great glory and triumph, and was con- 
duced by ^ numerous company of minftrels, and 
a long proceffion of churchniien, who had come 
out to meet him as fan as the palace. As he 
rode through the ftreets, all the people, and even 
children, paid him the greateft refpeft and reve- 
rence, fhouring out, ^ Long live the noble king 
of Portugal ! to whom God has been gracious in 
Vol. VII. U giving 
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giving viftory over the potent king of CaftUle, the 
gain of the field and difconjfiturc of his ene- 
mies.' 

By this fortunate viftory which the king of Por- 
tugal had over don John of Caftille, as I have juft 
related, he won fo much the afFeftions of all Por- 
tugal that thofe, who before this battle had dif- 
fcmbled their fcntiments, now came to Lifbon, 
took the oaths and paid their homage to him, 
faying he was worthy to live, and God muft 
love him when he gave him the viftory over 
a king more powerful than himfelf, and that he 
defcrved to wear a crown. Thus did the king ac- 
quire the love of his fubjefts, more clpecially erf" 
th€ whole commonalty of the kingdom. 

We- will now fay fome thing of the king of Caf- 
tille, who, after his defeat, retreated to Santaren, 
regretting and bewailing the lols of his men, and 
curfing ike hard fate he had had, when fuch num- 
bers of noble knights of his kingdom as well as 
thofe from France lay dead on the field. At the 
time he entered the town of Santaren, he knew not 
the greatnefs of his lofs, but was made acquainted 
with it on the Sunday, when he fent his heralds 
to examine the field of battle, having imagined 
the greater part of thofe barons and knights whom 
they found lying dead had been prifoners to the 
Portuguefe. He was fo much enraged when the 
heralds returned, on learning the names of thofe 
who had fallen and the certainty of their deaths, 
that he coidd not be appeafed nor comforted. He 
declared with an oath, he fhould never again tafte 
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joy, fyt the lofs of to many noble knights, who 
'had pcriflied through his fault 

At the chd of the three days the king had 
pailed at Santatcn, his knight, fir Martin Harene*, 
came into the town, bringing with him his ma- 
jefty^s helmet, which was eftimatcd atftwcnty 
tho^farid francs, on account of the rich jewels 
with which it was ornamented. IMuch had been 
faid on this fubjeft ih the king's houfehold, and 
fome had declared he had fraudulently carried it 
off, and would never more return. When the 
knight cariic before the king, he caft himfclf on 
his knees, and made fuch fair excufes that the 
king and his council held him blamdefs. 

Things remained in this ftate, and the king of 
*X!!afl:ille returned to Burgos the twenty-fifth day 
after his arrival at Santaren, having difmified his 
whole army. Negociations were now entered on 
t>etween the kings of Caftille and Portugal, and a 
fruce was made between them and their allies, as 
well on land as at fea, ffom Michaelmas until the 
^rR, day of May. 

The bodies of the barons and knights who had 
been flain at Aljubarota, were buried in that and 
in the neighbouring churches : the bones of many 
Were carried by their fervants to their own coun- 
tries. 

* His name is not mendoned in the printed copies undl now> 
but he is called in my. MSS. Peter Harem. 
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CHAR XL. 

T^E ft>I7NT 0£ FOI}( IS RAPIDLY, AND IN A 
SECRET MANNER, INFORMED bp WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED AT ALJUBAROTA. FROISSART, lit 

consequence of this, relates a st9ry 
Which had been told him of a familiar 
. spirit^ called orthon, wifo served tijb 
' loi^d d£ cprasse in the li,k.e manner. 

A FACT I am about to relate will aftonifh my 

. ^ readers^ if they confider and pay attci^on 

to It* It was told me in the hotel of the. coimw 

^dc Foix at Orthcs, and by the fame pcrfbn. who 

had informed me of the battle of Aljubarota, and 

th? event of that day. I will therefore narrate 

it; for, ever fincc the iquire related it to me, I 

jaiave mych thought on, it and fliall do fo as long 

as I live. It is a faft, as the fquire aflured me, 

that thp cojunt de, Fojx was informed, the day 

after the battle of Aljubarota, of every thing that 

had there happened, the imst as I have related it, 

which iufprifed me exceedingly how this could 

poflibly have been. 

. ..Xhi?.. whole days of Sunday, Monday, and the 
foUpwing Tuefday he was in his caftlc of Orthcs, 
and made fuch poor and melancholy meals that 
not one word could be drawn from him; nor 
would he, during that time, quit his chamber, nor 
ipcak to knight or fquire, however nearly they 

were 
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were related by blood, unlcfs he had fcnt for him ; 
and It iilfo happened, that he even fcnt for fome, 
to whom he never opened his lips during thefc 
three days* On the Tuefday, in the evening, he 
called Ws brother Arnold William, and iaid to 
him in a low voice,— ' Our picople havtf had k 
delppratc batde, which has vexed me very much, 
for it has happened to them juft as I had forfetold 
at their departure/ 

4rhol4 William, who was a wife man and a 
prudent knight, well acquainted with the temper 
pf his brother, was fijent* The count, anxious 
to cheer up his courage, for he Jiad too long hur^ 
tured ii) his brcaft this fad news, added, — ' By 
Go^, fir Arnold, it is juft as J have told you; 
and very fobi) we fhall have hew? of it, Never 
has tl}^ poultry of Bcai'n fufFcrcd fo fcvereiy for 
thei^ hundred years paft^ 4s it has now at this 
"battlfe in Pprtug^l/ 

Mijny knight? sj^d iquircs who were prefent, 
and h|;ar4 the words of the cpunt^ were ^fraid to 
(peak, but commented wifhin themfelves pn thcm^ 

Witljfn ten days, 0ic truth was known from 
tKqfewhohad been in the battle, and they firft 
told t^e count, ^nd {^I'v^ho wifhe4 to hear them^ 
every thing relative to their difputes with the 
Caftilliahs and th^ eycnt of the battle at Aljuba* 
rota. T|iis renewed' the grief of^ the cijunt, arid 
of thofc perfons belonging to the country who 
had loft brothers, relations, children, or friends. 
* Holy Mary !' faid I to the fquire^ ^ how was it 
pblJibl'c iot ;hc* count p know, or tvtn to guefe 
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at it, on tl\e morrow after H had happened?'^ 
* By my faith,' replied he, ^ he knew it well 
cn<5iigh, as it appeared afterwards.' * ' Is he ^ 
wizard then,' faid I, f or has he mcflcngcrs ^ho 
ride on the winds ? for he muft have fome fecret 
art.' Upon this the fquire began to laugh, andi 
faid, ^ In truth, he miift have known it by means 
of necromancy. We inclecd are ignorant in this 
C6untry I^ow he manages, but wc have our fuf- 
picions.' Upon this, I faid to the fquire, 5 Now. 
do have the goodnefs to tell me what your fiifpicions 
are, and I fhall be very much obliged to you. 
If it be hcceffary to keep it fecret, I wiU be filent, 
and never open my mouth on the fubjeft as' long 
as I live or remain in this country.' f I muli 
entreat that of you,' replied the fquire, 5 for I 
woiild hot have it Jcnown that I had told it to you; 
for wc only Ipeak of it fecredy when among -our 
friends.' Upon this, he drew me afide to a cornet 
of the vault of the chapel of Orthes, and thus 
beoran his tale ; 

* About twenty years ago, thei^e Jived a b^roi^ 
in this covintry, called Raj^mond, lord of Coraflc. 
You muft undcrftand, that Coraffe is a town 
^even leagues diftant from 6rthfes. This lord of 
Corafle had a fuit at Avignon^ before the pope> 
for the tithes of his church, againfl a prieft of 
Catalonia': " this prieft was' yery learned who 
clstimed thcfe tythes, which were worth a hundred 
florins a yjpar.* He proved his right fo clparly 
,thatpppe Urban^V'. fii foil confiftoiy^ gave a de- 
finitive jii^^meht jn fayigur of die pricil, con- 
demning 
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dcmftbg the knight co cofts of fuit. The pricft 
obtained a copy of this fentence, and haftened to 
Beam^ where fhewing it, and his bulls from the 
pope, he obtained poffeffion of the tythcs. ' 

* The lord de Corafle, being doubtful of the 
prieft and of his dcfigns, went to him and faid,— 
' Mailer Peter, . or mafter Martin, (according as 
he was called) do you think I will lofe my in- 
heritance through the papers you have brou^t 
hither ? I do not believe you will be bold enough 
tp colkdfc any thing belonging to me j for if you 
do, your life fhall pay for it. Go clfcwhere and 
feek for benefices, for you fhall not have any thing 
from my ^ftates ; and, once for all, I forbid you 
tp take ^ny tythcs.' The clerk was fearful of the 
knight, ^s he knew him to be a cruel man, and 
dared not perfevere, but refolved to return to 
Avignon, which he did; Before he iet out> he 
came again to the lord de Corafle, and faid to 
him,—* By force, $md pot by juftice, you de- 
prive me of the right3 of my church* fpr which, 
in coni^ience, you behave e^i^ceedingly ilL I am 
not fo powerful in this country as you are ; but 
know, tfiat as foon as I poflibly c^, I will, fend 
you a champion that yog will b^ more afraid of 
tim ypu h?vc hitherto been of m^t' 

^ The lord de Corafle, not alarmed at hh me- 
naees, implied—* Go, in God's name gg ; do 
what thou canft; I fear thee neither d^ad nor 
sjUxv^i and for thy fpeeches I will not ipfe my 
property/ The clerk then dep vtcda ftnd went I 
kAow no( whether to Cat^loni^ or tp AvigQon» 
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but did not Ibrget what he had told the kp^d dq 
Coraffe oh leaving him ; for, about t^et months 
after, when the knight kail thought of it> an4 
was fleeping in his bed with his lady, in hifr caftk 
of Coraffe, there came invifible meflengcrs, who 
made fuch a -noife, knocking abiout ev^rf things 
they met with in the caftle, as if they were deter- 
mined to dettroy all within it j and thty gayij 
fuch loud raps at the door of the chamber of the 
knight;, that the lady was exceedingly frightened. 
The knight heard • it all, but did not fay a word, 
as he would not have it appear that he was alantied> 
for he was a man of fufficicnt courage for any 
adventure. Thefe noifcs and tumults CQO^iinued, 
in different parts of the caftle, for a cpnfiders^le 
time, and then ceafed. On the i^orrow, all th€( 
fervants of the houfehold afTembled, ^d wen{ to 
their lord, and faid, — ' My lor((3, did you, not heat^ 
what we all heard this night ?* The lord de Go- 
raflfc diflfembled, and replied, ^ What is it you^ 
have heard?' They then rclaied[ to him all th^ 
noifcs and rioting they h^ heard, and that the 
plate in the kitchen had been broken. He began 
to lau^h, and faid ' it was nothing : that they had 
dreamed it;, or that it had been the wind.- ^ * In 
the narne of God,* added the lady, ^ I well' 
heard it.' 

* On the following night, tlic ftoif€$ and rjioting 
were reneweci^ but much loiider than beiforr; and 
there were fuch blows ftruck agj^inft the door and 
windows of the/ chamber of the knighty that it 
feemed ttey would $reak them dt>ym% ' 'The. 

knight 



^ighl could no loogtr defift from leaping out of 
his bedj and calling out, ^ Who is it that ^t th^ 
hour thus knocks at my chamber door ?^ He wa^ 
jnibantly aaiwored, 5 It is 1/ 5 And vfho fend& 
fhce hither V aflced the knight. ^ Tiie clerk oB 
patalonia, whom thou haft n^uch wronged; for. 
thou \\2&, deprived him of the rights of his bene-- 
fice : I w:ill> therefore, never leave thee quiet, 
lintil thou h^ rendered him a juft account, with 
>vhich l^c ihall \>t contented/ ^ What art thbtr 
galled,' faid the knight, ^ who art fo good a mef^ 
fengey V f My name is Qrthon.' * Orthon,* faid 
jJie Iqiight, * ier ving a clerk will not be of 
fnuciv advant^ to thee ; for, if thou believeft 
him, hc> will give fhee great trouble : I beg 
diou wtlt therefore leave him and ferve me, and 
I fljall think myfelf obliged to thee/ Orthon was 
i:Q»dy with his anfwer, for he had taken a likin^f 
to the knight, and faid, ' Do you wifli it?* 
f Yes,' replied the knight 5 ^ but no harm muft 
\>e done tp any one within thefe walls.* ^ Oh 
no/ anfwered Orthon: f I h^vc no power to 
do ill to any one, onlyfto awaken thee and dif- 
turb thy r^ft, or that of other pcrfons/ ^ Da 
'what I tell thee,* added the knight: ' we fhatt 
W^ agree $ and leave this wicked prieft, for he 19 
a worthkft fellow, and ierve me.* ' Well,* replied 
Orthon, ^ iince thou wilt have it fo, I confent/ 

* Orthon took fuch an afFeftion to the lord dc 

CosBiSt that be came often to fee him in the night* 

times and) when he found him fleeping, he pulled 

K» pifiow from- under his head, or made great 

' noifcs 
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holies at the door or windowsy fo diat, when the 
knight was awakened, he faid, ^ Orthoo, ,let me 
flcep/ ' I will not>* replied he> * until I have told 
Aec feme news/ The knight^s lady was fo much 
lightened, the hairs of her head flood on end, and 
flic hid herfelf under th^ bed-clothc3.. ^ Well,' 
faid the knight> ^ and what news haft thou brought 
me ?' Orthon replied, * I am come from Eng- 
land, Hungary, or fome other place, which I left 
ycftcrday, and fuch and fuch things have happened,* 
Thus did the lord de Goraffe know by means of Qr thon 
all things that were paiCng in different parts, of the 
world J and this connedlion continued for . five 
years ; but he could not keep it to himfelf^ and 
difcovcred it to the count de Foix;, in the manner I 
will tell you. The firft year:^ the lord dQ CowfTo 
came to the count de Foix at Orthes, or elfewherCj^ 
and told him ; * My lord, fuch aa event has hapr 
pencd in England, in Scotland, Germany, or fome 
other country ;' and the count de Foix, whofqiind 
dl tins intelligence prove true, marvelled greatly 
how he could have acquired fuch early intimation, 
and entreated him fo earneftly, that the , lord de 
Corafle told him the means by whH:h he had ac- 
quired his intelligence, and the mannei' of its ' 
communication. When the coiuit de Faix heard 
this, he was much plcafed, and faid,-rr-^ Lord dc 
Coralfe, nourifh the love of your intelligencer ; 1 
wifh I had fuch a meflcnger : he cofts yqv nothing, 
and you are truly informed of every thing that 
paiTes in the world,* < My lord,* replied, the 
knight, * I will do fo.* The lord de Corafle was 

fenrcd 
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feryed by Okhcm fbr a lon^ time, f am ignorant 
iJF Orthon had more than one mailer -, but two or 
f hrce times every week he vifitcd the knight, and 
fold him all the news of the countries he had fre« 
quented^ which he wrote immediately to the count 
de Foix^ who was much delighted therewith, as 
there i$ nojt a lord in the- world more eager after 
n$ws froni foreign parts than he is. Once, wheh 
the lord dc Corafle was in converfadon on this 
fubjeft witi} the count de Foix, the count faid^ 
f Lord de Cpraflc, have you never yet fecn your 
meflingcr?^ ^?fo? by my faith, never; nor have 
I ever fercflcd him on this matter/ * I wonder at 
0iat,- replied the count; 5 for had he been fo 
mych attached to nie, I fliould have begged of 
hup to have Ihcwn himfclf in his own proper form ; 
and i entreat you will do fo, that you may tell how 
he is m^e, and what he is hke. You have faid> 
that he fpeaks Gafcon as well as you or I do/ 
5 By my faith,' faid the lord de Coraflc, * he con- 
verfes juft as well and as properly ; and, fince you 
requeft it, I will do all I can to fee him/ 

f It fell out, when the lord dc Corafle, as ufual> 
wais in bed with his lady (who was now accuilomed 
to hear Orthon without being frightened), Orthon 
jjrriyed, and fhook the pillow of the knight, who 
was afleep. 0n >yaking, he aflced who was there : 
Orthon replied, ' It is 1/ f And where doft thou 
come $X)m ?* f I come from Prague in Bohemia/ 
f How fer is it hence ?' * Sixty days journey,' 
replied Orthon. * And haft thou returned thence 
in ifo ihort a time ?' ' Yes^ as may God help mc: 
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I traycl as fkft as the wind, or faftcr/ * What^^ 
fiSiQi thou got wings ?* ^ Oh no/ ' How then 
canft thou fly fo faft ?' VTftat is no bufinefs of 
yours.' ^ No!' laid the knjght. * Ifhouldlike 
jtxceedingly to fee wjia^ forip thou haft, and how 
thou art made.' ^That4ocs not concern you to 
krjow^' replied Orthoq : f be fatisfied that you hear 
ine, and that I bring you intelligence you may 
tdcpend an. • ^ By God,' faid the lord de Corafle, 
^ I Ihould loye thee better, if I had feen thee.' 
.* Well,' replied Orthon, * fmce yoy have fuch a 
(dcfi/c, the firft thing you Ihali fep tOrmorroyr 
morning, in quitting your bed, fhaU be fpyfclf.- 
f I am fatisfied,' faid the knight : ' you n|ay now 
depart : I give thee thy liberty for this night,' 

f When morning came, the knight arofp } but 
his lady was fo much frightened Ihe pretended io 
be fick, and faid fhe would not Ipave her bed t^c 
whole day. The lord de Corafl^ \yilled it other- 
wife. * Sir,' faid Ihe, * if I do get up, 1 iHaiU fee 
Orthon ^ and, if it plpafe God, I would ^either 
fee nor meet him.' 'Well,' replied the knight, 
' I am determined to fee him ; and, leaping out 
of hj3 bed, he felted himfelf on the bed-ftead, 
thinking he Ihould fee Orthon in his own Ifeape i but 
he faw nothing, that could induce him to fay he 
had feen him. When the enfiibg night arrived^ 
and the lord de Coraife was in bed, Orthan came 
and began to talk \n his ufual manner. ' Go,,' fsdd 
the knight : ' thou art a liar : thou 0Mg;hte^ ta 
have fhewn thyfelf to me this mornings and haft 
not done foi' ^ No !' replied Orthon^ * but I 
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have.* ' I fay no/ * And did you ftt ftothirlg at 
all >yhcn yo\i leaped out of bed ?* The lord ck 
CoraiTe was filcnt, and, having eonfidercd awhiki 
faid, ' Yes : when fitting on my bedfidej and 
thinking of thee, I faw two ftraws which were 
turning and playing together on the floor/ ^ That 
was myfclf,* replied Orthon, ' for I had tafceft that 
form.' The lord de Coraflfe faid, « That will not 
fatisfy me : I beg of thee to aflume fome other 
fliape, fo that I may fee riiee and know the^.* 
Orthon anlwcrcd, * You aflc fo much that you will 
ruin me and force me away from you, for your re - 
quefts are foo great.* ^ You fliall not quit me," 
faid the lord de Gorafle : Mf I had once feen thee, 
I fhhxsid not again wifli it.* * Well,* replied Or- 
thon, ^ you fhali fee me to-morrow, if you pay 
attention to the firft thing you obfcrve when you 
leave your chamber.* ' I am contented,' faid the 
knight : * now go thy ways, for I want to fleep.' 
Orthon departed. On the morrow, about the hour 
of eight, the knight had rifcn and was drefled : on 
jleaving his apartment, he went to a window, which 
looked into the court of the caftle. Calling his 
• eyes about, the firft thing he obferved was an im- 
menfely large fow i but flie was fo poor, fhc feem- 
cd only Ikin and^ bone, with long hanging ears all 
fpotted, and a fharp^pointed lean fnout. The 
lord de Coraflfe was difgufted at fuch a fight, and, 
calling to his fervants, faid, * Let the cjogs loofq 
quickly, for I will have that fow killed and de- 
voured.' The fervants haftened to open the ken- 
nel, and to fct the hounds on the fow, who uttered 
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leaning on the balcoay of his window^ and wib 
never feen aftelwards^ for fhc ranifhed^ and no 
one ever knew what became of her; 

* The knight returned quite pcnfive to his. 
chartiber, for he then recollefted what Orthori had 
told him, and faid, ^ I believe I have feen my mef- 
fenger Orthon, and repent having fet my hounds 
on him, for perhaps I may never fee him more t 
he frequently told me, that if I ever angered him, 
I fhouldlofehim/ He kept his word, for never 
did he return to the hotel de Coraffe, and the knight 
died the following year.* Thus have I related to 
you the hiftory of Orthon, and how for a time he 
fupplied the lord de Coraffe with intelligemce.' 
^ That is true,' faid I to the fquire ; * but with, 
what intent have you told it ? Does the count dc 
F'oix make ufe of fuch a meffenger ?' ^ In good 
truth, that is the real opinion of feveral of the 
inhabitants of Beam ; for there is nothifig done in 
this country or clfewhere but what he inftandy 
knows, when he fets his heart on it, even when it 
is the leaft fufpefted. Thus it was relpefting the 
intelligence he told us of our good knights and 
fquires, who had fallen in Portugal. The reputa- 
tion and belief of his poffeffing this knowledge is 
of great fervice to him, for there would not be loft 
a gold or filvcr fpoon, or any thing of lefs value, 
in this country, without his inftantly knowing of 
it.* I then took my leave of the fquire, and joined 
other company, with whom I chatted and amufed 
myfclf. However, I kept in my memory every 
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partkidar of the tale he had told xni^ as & noiv 
apparent. I will leave for a while the afRurs of 
Spain and Portugal, and fpeak of thofe of Brittany^ 
Languedoc and France; 
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CHAP. XLI. 

t 

$IEGE IS LAID TO BREST.— ST. FORGET AND 
SEVERAL OTHER ENGLISH GARRISONS IN THB 
ENVIRONS OF TOULOUSE ARE RECOVERED BY 
THE FRENCH. 

■ 

TOURING , the time thcfe matticrs were paflTing 
*^ in Caftille and in diftant countries, fir Oliver 
ie CliiToxii conftablc of France, ordered a block- 
houfe to he built before the caftle of Brefl: in Brit- 
tany, which the Englifh held, and had done fo 
hr a confiderable time, and would not quit it, 
leither for the king of France nor for the duke of 
Briitt^ny, to whom it belonged. The dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy, and the king's council, had 
r^quendy written oxx this fubjeft to the duke of 
Sri^tany; fox ait that time,^ as you know, the 
roimg king of France was under the government 
}£ his uncles. They had eatreated the duke of 
Brittany to exert himfelf to conquer the caftle of 
Sreft, which being held by the EngUfii was much 
o his difcredit. The duke, in compliance with 
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thtir entreaties^ as v^W as knowing himfel!^ to bi 
Ac lord of Breft> had once befieged it> but had 
not puibed it forward : wheh he tn&rcned away^ lie 
faid nothing ebuld be done; at which fevtr^ 
knights and fquirds of Brittahy mtirmured behind 
his back, faying that he feigned and diflfcmblcd, as 
thofe who held it wtre his great friends^ ind that 
he would not, on any account, wifli it even in his 
own poffeffion, noi* in that of die kin^ of France i 
for, if the French hid it, he would not be flie 
mailer, but be much we^ened by it; atid^ as 
Ibng as the Efiglifli held it, the French wotdd not 
dare to anger hiiti. 

The conftdble of France, haviiig confidered th^ 
whole bljfmels, thought thatj if the duke of Brit- 
tany were indifferent as to the recovenng the town 
and caftle of Breft from the hands of the *n^ies 
t>f FrtLnct^ it would b* diflionourable te him and 
to the nobles of Brittany, He therefore birdercd it 
to be befieged, and fcnt thither great nurtibtrs bf 
knights and fquires, under the command of the 
lord de Malcftroit, the vifcouht dc la ^dliere, 
IWorfonace, and the lord de RochedeHieh; 

Thcfc four valiant meh laid their ficge ks ttc^ 
16 breft as was poffibk, and erefted a larg^ and 
fair blockhoufe of wood, furrounding alio the 
place with palifadocs and walls, fo that die gtf- 
rifon was ihut up from all commuhicaiion but 
by fea: on that fidei it wa§ not poflible for 
them to fuprouiid th^ein. There were frcqjueBt 
Ikirmiihes before Brett j for thdfb companions who 
were fond of arnMr advanced gaily to the barricn, 

where 



S05 

V^crc they called out the garrifon and fought with 
them until fome were killed or wounded^ and 
then they retired: fcarcely a day pafled with- 
out fdme warlike deeds being done. 

At this period^ there was in the Touloufain a 
Valiant knight from France, called fir Walter dc 
PafTac: he was an expert captain and excellent 
tnan at arm^, and born in Berry on the borders of 
Limoufin. Before his arrival, fir Hugh de Froide- 
ville, fencfchal of Touloufe, and fir Roger d'Ef- 
paign, fencfchal of Carcaflbne, had written to 
the king and council the ftate of Touloufe arid 
Rabaftens * ; that fcveral gallant companions from 
the garrifons of Lourde and chatel Cuillet had 
made war fuccefsfully for the Englifli^ and hav- 
ing poflcflion of Saint Forget, la Baflcrcti le 
Mcfnil> Pompcron) Convalle, Rochcfort, Jullians:|:, 
-Navaret> artd fome other forts, they had furrounded 
the good city of Touloufe, fo that the inhabitants 
could not quit it> nor the farmers labour their 
Vineyards or gardens but with great rifle, for there 
was neither truce nor any compofition entered into 
between them. They were commanded by an 
able man from Bifcay, called Efpaignolct, who 
performed wonders, and took by fcalado the caftlc 
of Ermaille, whilft its mafter, fir JRaymond, was 
abfent at Touloufe, and kept poflfefrion for up- 
wards of one year. During this time, he dug a 

* RabafleoSj — i towa of upper Languedoc, nine leagues 
from Touloufe. 

_ • 

t L* Baflcre, — a village near Tarbes. 
X Jullians,— a village n^ar Tarbes. 
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mine that, after pafling under the apartmcntt, 
opened to the fields, which, when finiflied, was 
fo well covered that no one would imagine there 
was a fubterraneous paflage under the caftle. When 
about this, the lord of Ermaille was treating with 
Efpaignolet refpcfting the fum for which he would 
furrender to him his caftle ; and, on the mine be- 
ing completed, he yielded the caftle to fir Raymond 
for two thoufand francs, who, having again pof- 
fefllon, had it repaired and ftrengthened. Not 
fifteen days paffed, before Ipfpaignolet advanced 
with his men to the mouth of this mine, which 
they entered about midnight, gained the caftle 
and took the knight in his bed, whom he again 
ranfomed for two thoufand francs, and then al- 
lowed him to depart ; but Efpaignolet kept pof- 
fefllon of the caftle, which heftrongly garrifoned, 
and much haraflcd the country from thence with 
others of his companions. 

For thefc and fuch like caufes was fir Walter 
de Paflac fent into Languedoc, with full powers 
over all the troops in that diftrift, and to free the 
country from thefe pillagers and robbers. Having 
fent letters to fir Roger d'Efpaign and fir Hugh de 
Froideville, and other leaders, they came to ferve 
under him with all their men. Sir Roger brought 
fixty lances and one hundred men with fliields ; and 
the fenefchal of Rouergue, with fir Hugh de Froi- 
deville, joined him with as many, if not more. 
When they were all aflembled, they amounted to 
four hundred fpe^rs, and upwards of one thou- 
fand armed with ftiields, including lufly varlets. 

The 
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The fon of the lord d'Efterach was there, with a 
handfomc company ; and alfo the lord de Barbaran, 
fir Benc'dift dc Faignolles, and William Conderom, 
a Breton, with hi$ rout. They marched from ToU- 
loufe ftraight to St. Forget, where they halted. It 
was then commanded by a Bearnois, called le 
bourg de Taillefac, a grand marauder. When thefc 
lords had drawn up their troops, the attack com- 
menced, and the crofs-bowmen fhot fo briflcly, 
fcarcely any of the garrifon dared fhew themfelves 
in its defence for fear of the arrows j but the 
French did not gain it at this firft affault. In the 
evening, they retired, to repofe and refrefh them- 
felves, as they had brought plenty of every thing 
with them. 

On the morrow, the trumpets founded for a re- 
newal of the attack, when the lords, with their 
men, gallantly marched to the foot of the ditches. 
Whoever had fecn them thus advancing, their 
heads covered with fhields, with their lances mea- 
furing the depth of the water in the ditches, would 
have had much pleafure. When the firft ranks had 
pafled through, the others did not delay following, 
or they would have been greatly blamed for re- 
maining behind. This fecond party carried pick- 
axes and iron crows to batter the walls; and, ingo- 
ing fo, they fattened their fhields on their heads to 
ward off the ftones and other things that were 
thrown at them from the battlements: but they 
fufFered little from this, as the crofs bows pofted 
on the banks by their alertnefs in fhooting pre- 
vented many from appearing. They (hot fo w«ll 
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as hardly ever to mifs what they aimed at j and fe- 
vcral on the walls were mortally ftruck on their 
heads by the fmall' bolts, which caufcd many in 
the garrifon to dread their blows. 

The attack was fo long and fuccefsfuUy con- 
tinued that a larger breach was made in the wall. 
This alarmed thofe within, who offered to fur- 
render on having their lives fpared ; but they were 
not liftened to', and fell into fuch good hands that 
every one was put to death, for fir Walter had or- 
dered no quarter to be given. 

Thus did the barons and knights of France re- 
gain the caftle of St. Forget, which fir Walter gave 
up to its proper owner, who had loft: it laft year 
from negleft of well guarding it, as fevcral other 
caftles in France had beea formerly loft: in like 
manner. When the knight was rcpofleflTcd of his 
caftle, he had it repaired where wanted s for the 
French had done much damage by their attack. 

The French then marched to the caftle of la^ 
BaflTere, of which Ernauton dc Batefol was cap- 
tain. He had ftrongly fortified it, in expedlation 
of the vifit the French intended him. On their 
arrival, they reconnoitred it on all fides, to fee 
where they could the better make their attack, arxi 
wixh the leaft lofs to their men : having carefully 
examined it, they pofted themfelves oppofite to 
the wcakeft part. The crofs-bowmen were or- 
dered to advance before thofe intended for the 
aflkult, and they did their duty fo well that few 
dared to appear on the batdements. Ernauton 
de Batefol was at the gate where the attack was 
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the fliarpcft, performing fuch wonders in arms 
that the French knights cried out, — * Here is 
a fquirc of great valour, who becomes his arms 
well, and makes excellent ufc of them : it would 
not be amifs to treat with him to furrender the 
caftle, and feck his fortune elfewhere : let him be 
informed, that if fir Walter de Paflag conquer it 
by ftorm, no power on earth can fave him ^ for he 
has fworn to put to death, or have hanged, all 
whom he may find in any caftle or fort. The fc- 
nefchal de Toulpufe then charged a fquire from 
Gafcony, named William Aliedel, who was well 
acquachited with Ernautoq, they having formerly 
borne arms together, to talk with him on the 
fubjeft. He willingly undertook it \ for he would 
have been very forry if Ernauton had fuflfered lofs 
pf hoqour pr death, a§ other things could be re* 
medied. 

William fteppcd forward, and made figns to 
Ernauton that he wanted to fpeak to him on what 
nearly concerned him, to which his friend afl*entcd \ 
and the afiault was at that place difcontinued, 
though not elfewhere, ' Ernauton,* faid Wil- 
liam, ' you are riflcing too much : our leaders 
have compafllon on you, and fend me to tell you, 
that ihould you be taken, fir Walter de PaflS^c has 
ftriftly ordered you to be inftancly put to death, 
^s he has done to thofc who were ip St. Forget. 
It is., therefore, much better for you to furrender 
the place, as I would advife, than to wait the 
event \ for I can aflure you, we Ihall not depart be-» 
fore we be maftcrs of it.' * I know very well,' re- 
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plied Ernauton, ' that although you now bear 
arms againft me, you would never advife any 
thing difgraceful to my honour 3 but if I do fur- 
render, all who are with me muft be faved like- 
wife j and we muft carry away with us as much as 
we can, excepting the provifions, and be condufted 
ia fafety to. the caftle of Lourde.' ** I am not 
commifrioiied,' anfwered William, ' to go fo far, 
but I will cheprfully mention it to my com- 
manders.' On this, he returned to the fenefchal 
of Touloufe, and related what you have heard. 
Sir Hugh de Froideville faid, ' Let us go and 
fpeak with fir Walter ; for I know not what his in- 
tentions may be, although I have advanced fo far in 
the treaty i but I fancy we ftiall make him agree 
to it.' 

When they came to fir Walter, they found him 
engaged in affaulting another part of the caftle : • 
the fenefchal addrefTed him, — ' Sir Walter, I have 
opened a treaty with the captain of the caftle, who 
is willing to furrender the place as it is, on condi- 
tion that himfcir and garrifon be fpared and ef- 
corted to Lourde, and that they carry away every 
thing but the provifion : now, what do you fay to 
this ? We Ihould lofe more, if any of our knights 
and fquires were killed by arrows or ftones ; and 
you would have more forrow than profit, even 
fhould you win it and put all to death ; but that is 
not yet done : it will coft us many lives ; for it will 
not be fo eafily conquered as St. Forget.' * That 
is true,' added the fenefchal of Carcaflbne, who 
was pfefent: 'it is impoffible but in fuch attacks 

there 



311 

there muft be many killed and wounded.' Sir 
Walter de Paflac then faid, — ' I am willing to 
confcnt : oidcf. the attacks to ceafe. Wc have 
ftill farther to march ; and, ' by little and little, 
we fhall gain all thefe caftles from the pillagers : 
if they efcape from us cheaply at this moment, 
they will fall into our hands again, fome time 
hence, when they fhall pay for all. Ill deeds 
bring the doers to an ill end. I have. hanged 
and drowned, in my time, more than five hun- 
i3red fuch fcoundrels, and thefe will at laft come 
to the fame fate.' 

William Aliedel and others then returned to the 
gate, where Ernauton was waiting for them, to 
conclude the treaty. * By my troth, Ernauton,' 
faid William, * you and your companions ought 
, ^o give many thanks to God and to fir Hugh de 
Froideville, for he has obtained for you your 
pwn terms of furrender. You and your garrifon 
may depart hence, taking with you all you are 
able to carry, and will be cfcorted to Lourde.* 
* I am fatisfied,' replied Ernauton, ^ fince it can- 
not be otherwife -, but know, William, that I am 
very forry to quit my caftlc, which has be^n of 
infinite fervice to mc fince my capture at the bridge 
of Tournay, below Mauvoifin, by the bourg d'Ef- 
paigq, who made me pay two thoufand francs for 
my ranfon^ : indeed, to fay the truth, I have more 
than repaid myfelf the lofs fince I have been here. 
I have been fo long in this part of the country that I 
like it well ^ and whenever I wifhed to make an 
cxcurfion, I always was fortunate in meeting with 
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prey, that fell Into. my. hands, from forne mercha^- 
from Rahaftcns, Touloufc, pr Rqdais.!. 

' Ernautorij^' anfwe^ed William, * I readily be- 
lieve you ; but if you will turn to the French, I 
will obtain your pardon, and put a thoufand francs 
into your purfe befides j and will pledge my ho- 
nour that you be fteady to the French intereft, 
when once you have fworn fo to do/ Many 
thanks,* faid Ernauton -, ' but I like not your 
party, and will remain firm to the Englifii ; for, 
as God may help me, I do not think I can ever 
be a good Frenchman. Return now to your army, 
and {ay that we Ihall employ this day in packing 
up 5 but we will furrcndcr the place to-morrow 
and depart : you will therefore order an cfcort to 
conduft us to Lourde/ 

The attacks on la Beflere had ccafed, and the 
French retired to their quarters, where they re- 
frefhed themfelves at their eafe, for they had 
wherewithal fo to do. On the morrow, by eight 
o^clock, the army was drawn out, and thofe who 
were to cfcort the garrifon feleded. Sir Walter 
then fent th^ fenefchal of Touloufe to take poA 
felfion of the caftle, where he found Ernauton 
with his companions and^their baggage packed, 
and all ready to fet out. He ordered a knight of 
Lourde, called fir Mouvant de Salenges, to efcort 
them, which he undertook to do fafely ; and I be- 
lieve he kept his word. This caftle was given to 
Bertrand de Montefquieu, a fquire of that country^ 
to guard, as well as the territory adjacent. 

T.he army then marched away, and came before 
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# caftle called Piilpiron : it was in the poficf^. 
fion of marauders, under the command of An- 
gcrot and le petit Mefthin, who had done much 
damage to the country round about. 

Sir Walter de Paflaq had fwon;i by the foul of 
hi.s father, that in return for the mifchiefs they had 
done, he would never grant them mercy, but hang 
them the moment {le could lay hands on them.. 
The army laid fiege to this caftle, which is feated 
on a rock, whence the view is extenfive and plea- 
iant. On forming the fiege, fir Walter again fwore, 
he would neyer depart until he had gained it,* and 
taken a|I within, who fliould not be allowed to fur- 
render and go a\vay, if they even wiftied it^ Many 
attacks were made 5 but the French failed in all, as 
\t was ably defended. 

^ I know not,' faid fir Walter, ' how things 
may turn out : the king of France is rich enough 
to keep yp this fiege, and, if I remain here a 
Whole year, I will not leave it until I be the mafter.' 
What he had faid was ^ttencjed to^ and all things 
. IjeceflTary for a long fiege were done. 

The two captains in the cs^ftle, feeing the Frer^ch 
were determined not to depart without having 
gained it, coft what it would, began to feel alarm- 
ed, and thought it advifable to leave it, whether 
their enemies would or not. They could cafily 
do fo at their pleafure, for there wa? a fubtcrrar 
neous paflage that had an outlet half a league from 
the caftle, of which the French had not any 
fufpicion. When Angerot noticed how the be- 
fiegers had pofted thcmfelves, and fcemed refolved 
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to have them by famine or othArwifc, he iaid tOk 
his companions, — ' Gentlemen, I find the lord dc 
Paflac hates us mortally, and that by a blockade 
he will ftarve us. He may cafily do it, if he ercft 
a fraall fort and garrifon it with only one hundred 
lances, for we Ihall then be prevented quitting the 
caftle, I therefore propofe, that we this night 
pack up all we can carry, and fally through the 
mine, which is wide enough, and opens into a 
fmall wood hard by. We Ihall thus be out of 
all danger before any one know what is become 
of us, for there is not one man in the army 
that is acquainted with this mine.' His propoial 
was agreed to ; and that farpe night, having packed 
up their all, they entered the fubterrancah pafiage 
with lighted torches, and iffucd out in a, wood half 
a league from the caftle. 

There were thofe with them able to condu6k 
them through bye roads to other fortreffes in Li- 
moufin and Rouergue. Some however, the mo- 
ment they were out of danger, departed difierent 
ways, faying they would not carry on the war 
longer. Angerot, with four others, went to, a 
caftle in Perigord, called Mont Royal, where the 
lord of it received them handfomely ; for he and 
his dependants were entirely Englilh, and would 
never turn French when others did fo, and many 
were of his way of thinking. 

Thus did the garrifon of Pulpiron efcape, not 
leaving a fingle varlet behind ; and, before it was 
known to the army, they had arrived at the dif- 
ferent places whither they intended going. 

On 
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On the third day after the garrifon were gone 
away, the commanders of the army ordered an 
aflault. They had made a large machine, four 
ftories high, and each ftory would hold twenty 
crofs-bows. 

When this machine was completed, which they 
called a Paffavant, it was moved to what they 
thought the weakeft place of the walls, and Ge- 
noefe crofs-bowmen were polled in it. The crofs- 
bows began fhooting, but as no one appeared 
on the battlements, they imagined the caftlc was 
empty, and ceafed to Ihoot, for they were un- 
willing to lofe their bolts and arrows. They 
left the machine, and furprifed their captains 
by their fudden return: They faid, — ' My lords, 
the garrifon have certainly quitted the caftle; 
for there is not a man within it.* ' How can 
you know this ?' replied fir Walter. ^ We know, 
that notwithftanding our Ihooting, not one fhewed 
himfelf.' Ladders were upon this ordered to be 
affixed to the walls, and lufty varlets, proper 
for the bufinefs, to afcend them. They mounted 
without oppofition, for the caftle was empty, and 
having paffed the walls and afcended into the 
court, they found near the gate a large bunch 
of keys, among which was that of the gate. 
They, with fome difficulty, opened it and th4~ 
barriers. 

The lords were much furprifed i but more efr 
pecially fir Walter de PaflJac, who thought it muffc 
have been by enchantment they had been able thus 
to efcape, and afked his knights how it could have 

been 
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been done. The fenefch^ of Touloufe repliedj 

* That if they were gone, it fnuft have been through 
fome fubterraneous paffage.' The caftle wasi 
fearched, and this paffage difcovercd in the cellars, 
with the door wide open. The lords would examine 
it; and fir Waiter faid to the f^n^fchal of Tou- 
loufe, — ^^ Did not you know of this paffage, fu 
Hugh ?* ' By my faith,* he f^plied^^ ^ I certainly 
have heard that fuch a thii^g was in this caftle -^ 
but I forgot it, and never imagined they Would 
thus h^ye made ufc of it.* ^ But in God's name 
they have done fo,' anfwered fir "falter, ' as is 
very clear. • Have all the caftl^s in thi^ country 
fimilar mines and pafTages ?' ' Sir,* faid fu: Hugh, 

* there are many caftles which have been built i^ 
the fame manner, particul^ly all thofe, that bc-i 
longed to Reginald de Montauban ; for when he 
waged war againft king Charlemagne of Frapcej, 
he had them fo well built,, by (he advice of M^augis 
his coufin, that when the king was.befieging them 
with his whole power, and refiftance would have 
been vain, they made ufe of their tunnels, and de- 
parted without taking leave/ 

' By my troth,' faid fir Walter, ' I adn\ire the 
thought. I know not if any king, duke or neigh- 
bour I have, will make war upon me -, but on my 
fcturn home I will have inftantly built, at my caftle 
of PafTac, juft fuch a pafTage.* 

Here ended this converfation. They took pof- 
feffion of the caftle, and, having placed a good 
garrifon tlierein to guard it, they began their march 

towards 
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towards the town and caftlc of Convallc ♦, in whicti 
were Efpaignolet de Papcrcau, a Bifcayan, and a 
number of pillagers. 



CHAP. XLIt. 

THE CASTLE OF COMVALLE IS STORMED BY Ttit 

FRENCH. SOME OTHER FORTRESSES TURN TO 

THE FRENCH INTEREST* 

CIR Walter de Paflac, With his army, came befoi'c 
*^ Convalle, and furrounded it on all fides. Having 
called to him the fenefchal of Touloufe, he faid, — 

* Was this one of fir Reginald de Montauban*s 

* caftles?' Heanfwered, ^ that it was one.' ^ Then 
it has a fubterraneous paflage like his others.* 
^ Aye, in God's name, truly there is one ; for by 
means of this paflTage did Efpaignolet take the 
caftle a fecond time and. the lord within it.* 

* Order the knight to whom it belongs, and who 
is with us, to come hither; for it will be proper/ 
added fir Walter, * that we firft get information 
from him/ 

On fir Raymond de Convalle appearing, he was 
afked concerning the ftrength of the place, and if 



♦ This place is called before Ermaille. . Sala calls it Cri- 
m^iMet'^Marginal note, Z). Sawvage, 

there 
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there were a fubterrancous paflage like that of k 
Baffcre, He replied, ' that it was by fuch means 
he had been captured ; that he had long ago flopped 
it up as ufelefs ; but thefe robbers who keep pof- 
feffion of my caftle have repaired it, and entered 
the caftle through it.* ^ And do you know its iffue ?' 

* Yes, my lord: it opens into a wood not far hence.' 

* It is well, by God,' faid fir Walter, and was 
then filent. At the end of four days, fir Walter 
was condufted by fir Raymond to the opening of 
the mine in the wood, accompanied by two hundred 
of the country peafants well armed. When arrived 
at the entrance, he had all the earth and thorns 
cleared away from before it, and a number of 
torches lighted, and faid to thofe with him, — 
' Enter this pafTage, which will lead you to the 
hall of the caftle : when you come to the door, 
break it open ; for you are fufHciently ftrong to do 
it, and to combat all you fhall find in the caftle.' 
They replied, ' they would cheerfully obey.' 

Having entered the pafTage, they came to the 
fteps that lead to the door of the hall, and began 
to make ufe of their axes and hammers in battering 
the door. As it was about night-fall, the garrifon 
kept a good watch, .and heard them working in 
. the mine to enter the caftle. They inftantly in- 
formed Efpaignolct of it : he was going to bed, 
but he advifed them to place benches, ftones and 
other things in the door-way, to embarrafs it fo 
much that they might not enter. This was in- 
ftantly done, and no better defence could have 
been made s for although their opponents had cut 

the 
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the door into a thoufand pieces, they found their 
difficulties fo increafe upon them> they gave it up^^ 
and returned about midnight to tell their lords, 
how the garrifon, having heard them, had blocked 
up the paflage, making it impoffible to gain entry 
by that way. Upon this the paffavant was ordered 
from la BaiTere, which being taken to pieces, was 
brought on carts to Convalle, and remounted on 
its wheels, fit for immediate fervice. 

When all was ready, fir Walter de Paflac, im- 
patient to win this caftle, ordered his trumpets to 
found, and the hoft to arm and advance in pro- 
per array. The fenefchal of Touloufe was on one 
fide^ with all his fenefchallhip ; on the oppofite fir 
Roger d'Efpaign, in like manner, with his men 
from Carcaflbne : there. were the lord de Barbazan, 
fir Benedift de Faignolles, the lord de Benoch, the 
fon of the count d'Eftarac, fir Raymond de I'lfle, 
and the knights and fquires of the country^ each 
with his company, drawn up in good ajrray. 

The attack and defence now ferioufly com- 
menced : the garrifon defended themfelves valiantly : 
indeed it behoved them fo to do, for they found 
themfelves hard preffed ; and kixowing that fir 
Walter would fliow them no mercy, if taken, they 
were refolved to fell their lives as dearly as poflible. 
The Genofe crofs-bows behaved Well, and fliot 
fo truly with their bolts, that the boMefl: was afraid 
bf them; for whomfoever they fl:ruckon the head, 
it was over with him. 

Sir Walter de Paflac was in the front a6l'ing won- 
ders in arms, and crying out, — ^ How, my lords^ 

fiiall 



ftiuh fuch a ftinking crew keep us here all the day ^ 
If they were good men at arms, I fhould noe 
wonder ; for in them is much hiore vigour than in 
fUch fellows as we are attacking .: it is my intention 
to dine in the caftle, and it will depend on you that 
1 accomplilh my purpofc/ Thofe who were dc- 
firous* to obtain his favour advanced eagerly to the 
attack, and fixed feveral ladders to the walls, near 
where the large machine was placed^ which they 
mounted under proteftion of the crofs-bows, who 
jprevented the garrifon frow fhowing themfelvesj 

The French thus entered the caftle of Convallc 
fword in hand : they purfued their enemies^ killing 
great numbers, and the remainder they made pri- 
Toilers. Sir Walter, having entered by the gates, 
was afked what he would have done with the pri- 
foners. ^ By St. George, I will they be all hanged;' 
His orders were inftantly obeyed, and Efpai^olet 
fufFered the firft. The loMs dined in the caftle, 
and the men at arms in the town,^ where they rc^ 
ihained the whole day. Sir Walter gave to the 
lord de Convalle his town and caftle, and then 
tnade preparations to continue his march. 

After the conqueft of Convalle, the army 
inarched for a fort, called Maftulle, which with 
the others had done much mifchief to the country. 
On their arrival, they began an attack, which was 
bravely refifted at firft; but it lafted not long^ fcfr 
the place was taken by ftorm, and all within flain 
or hanged. 

When thofe of Roix, Rochefort, and other 
caftlcs in poffcflion of thefe pillagers, heard thai 

fir 
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fir Waltcf de Ps^ac was qn his march^ and that| 
whatever places he took^ he had haoged the gar-r 
rifonsj they were doubtful whether they flight no( 
come to the fame end> and^ in confeqqcnce^ leff 
their forts in the night-time> by fubterraiiean paf- 
fages or otherwife ; for ]R>oix and Rochefort haye 
mines^ having formerly belonged to fir Reginald 
de Montauban^ fo that when the French arrived 
they found them both empty. leaving taken pbfr 
ieflion^ they re-garriibned and re-vi&ualled them^ 
and then marched towards Touloufe to enter 
Bigorrc^ (or there were in that country two caftlea 
on the borders of Taii)es9 called Jullian^ and 
Nazareth*, held by thefe marauders, who m^ch 
harafled Tarbes and its neighbourhood, as we^ as 
the territpry of the lord d'Anchin. 

Sir Walter de.Pa^c and his army, having re- 
frefhed themfelves in Toulpuie, too^ the road tO:- 
wards Bigorre, andfeated jdiemielves before Jullians, 
faying they would never depart until they ha4 de- 
livered the Qountry from its oppreflbrs. 3ir Walter 
was joined by the ieneichal of Donnez^ f, who 
reprefentcd the count de Foix, according tx^ the 
fummons of fir Walter to come to his aid in driving 
the pillagers out of the country i for they made, 
When opportunity ofiered, as free with the country 



'^WHW89^*We!a!ffff"r^R'*'5TfW^"^^^??^[ffPff^ 



* Nazareth>— a imall town in the Condomois^ diocefe of 
Condom. 

f DoDDessas,—- a fioaU countiy in the gov^rmoeDt of Fqi^, 
contiguous to Catalonia^ abovt diree ^ailc^ fquare. Querij^at 
is tbe chief place. 
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of Donnezan as they did elfcwhcrc. • It vt^ for 
this rcafon the f^nefchal had come, and with tHc 
approbation of the count, otherwife he would not 
have dared to have done it. 

They were fifteen days before they could gain 
the caftle of Jullians, for it was ftrong, and the 
captain a Gafcon fquire, called Bruyer de Brune- 
mote, of great fkiU and valour. He had quitted 
la Baffere in the manner before mentioned ; and at 
iaft, finding they could not take it by ftorm, they 
confented to a capitulation, agreeing to fpare the 
lives of the garrifon and to conduft them to Lourde. 
A fquire, called Bertrand de Montdighen, efcorted 
them thither. 

When the French had pofleflion of the caftle of 
Jullians, they debated whether to keep or to raze 
it : at laft they determined to demolifh it on ac- 
count of its vicinity to Lourde, for that garrifon, 
the men being traitors, might, after they had left 
it, regain pofleflion by ftralagem or open force. 
It was therefore razed, and the ftones to this day 
remain in heaps, without the expcftation of its 
being rebuilt. 

The army then came before Nazareth, a ftrong 
place, of which fome adventurous companions ha^ 
kept pofleflion for more than a year. When they 
heard that thofe of Jullians had retreated, theyalfo 
withdrew, leaving obtained a pafliport, and went to 
Lourde, where they knew they would not feck 
them, unlefs they wiftied to lofe their labour, for 
Lourde is fo ftrong it is impoflible to be con- 
quered. The French, finding Nazareth empty, 

razed 
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ratzcd it to the ground^ to the great joy of the in-* 
habitants of Tarbes, as they had received many 
injuries from it. They then marched to the caflte 
of Auch, in Bigorrc, fituated among the moun- 
tains on the borders of Beam . 

They remained there about fifteen days, but 
only conquered the lower court with all the hories 
within it, though very many attacks were made : 
the great tower, being feated on a high rock, they 
could not win, for it is impregnable. The lords 
feeing they were labouring in vain, and that William 
Morenton, the captain, would neither furrender 
nor liften to any treaty whatever, marched away, 
and returned to Tarbes. Sir Walter de Paflac 
then dilbanded his army, with liberty for them to 
return to their homes. Thofe who had ferved in 
this army received their pay in money or in pro- 
miffory notes, at their option : he himfelf retired 
to recruit himfelf at CarcafTone and in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

During his refidence at Carcaffone, he received 
orders from the king of France to go to Bbutevillc 
in Saintonge, on the borders of Poitou and the 
Bordelois, which was under the command of a 
Gafcon called Sainte-Foy, as it had been reported 
that fir John Harpedane, fcncfchal of Bourdeaux, 
was collcfting a large force at Libourne on the 
Dordogne, to march thither and attack fuch forts 
as the Poitevins and Saint ongers had raifcd before 
it. Sir Walter, as was natural, obeyed the king's 
orders, and took with him fixty lances and one 
hundred Gcnoefe crofs-bows. On leaving Carcaf- 
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fonCy he marched through Rouergue and Agen, 
Ikixtcd Pcrigord, and arrived at Bouteville, where 
he found the (encfchals of la Rochdle, PoitbUn 
Perigord and Agen^ with munbers of men at 
arms. 



CHAP. XUIl. 

A SHORT DIdR5SSI0M ON THE MAK MERS OF THf! 
ENGLISH AND GASCONS IN THE TIME OJ EROIS- 
BART. 

TTOREIGN countries may weU wonder at the 
"*• nobk realm of France, how finely it is fitiH 
ated, and what numbers of cities, towns and calUes 
it pofieiTes, as well in the diftant parts as in the 
heart of the country. There are in trarelling 
from Touloufe to Bordeaux, the underneath rich 
towns, fitiiated on the Garonne, called Gironde at 
Bordeaux, Grenade, Verdun, St. Nichojas, Au- 
villas. Valence, Leirac, Agen, Porte St. Marie, 
Aguillon, Tonneins, Marmande, Su Bailie^ la 
Reole, St. Macaire^ Langon, Cadillac, Rbns, 
Caftrcs. Then afccnding the Dordogne, which 
falls into the Garonne, are the following caftles : 
St. Andre, libourne, CaftiHon, St. Foy, Bergc- 
rac, la Lihde, Limeul, St. Cyprian, Dommes, 
SouUiac. Some of thefe being Englifk and others 
French, carried on a war agaioft iiach ather : they 

would 
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>vould have it fo j for the Gafcons were never, for 
thirty years running, fleadily attached' to any one 
lord. True it is, diat the whole of Gafcony fub- 
mitted to king Edward and to his (on the prince of 
Wales, but the country afterwards, as has been 
clearly fliewn in this hiftory, revolted from thofc 
Englilh matters. King Charles, fon to king John 
of France, gained by his wifdom, prudence, kind 
treatment and great gifts, the afFcftions of their 
principal barons, fuch as the count d'Armagnac, 
the lord d'Albreth, and others, whom the prince 
of Wales loft through his pride. 

I, the author of this hiftory, was at Bordeaux 
when the prince of Wales marched to Spain, and 
•witncffed the great haughtinefs of the Englilh, wha 
are affable to no other nation than their own ; nor 
could any of the gendemen of Gafcony or Aqui- 
taine, though they had ruined themfelves by their 
wars, obtain office or appointment in their own 
country ; for the Englifh fdd they were neither on 
a level with them jior worthy of their fociety, 
which made the Gafcons very indignant, as they 
fhewed on the firft opportunity that prefented it- 
fclf. It was on account of the harfhnefs, of the 
prince's manners that the count d'Armagnac and 
the lord d'Albreth, with other knights and fquires, 
turned to the French intcreft. King Philip of 
France, and the good John his fon, had loft Gaf- 
cony by their overbearing pride ; and in like man- 
ner did the prince. But king Charles, of happy 
memory, regained them by good humour, libe- 
rality and humility. In this manner the Gafcons 
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loTC to be governed. King Charles, the more, 
firmly to ftrengthen the coAneftion, married his 
filler, the lady Ifabella de Bourbon, to the lord 
d'Albreth; by whom he had #6 fine children, 
which caufcs love to endure the longer. 

True it is, that when I lived among thefe lords 
at Paris, I once heard the lord d'Albreth ufe an 
expreflion that I noted down. I believe it may 
have been faid in joke : however, it contained, in 
my opinion, much truth and good fenfe. A 
knight from Brittany, who had borne arms for 
him, inquired after his health, and how he ma- 
naged to remain fteady to the French : when he 
thus anfwered, — ^ Thank God, my health is very 
good ; but I had more money at Command, as 
well as >my people, when I made war for the king 
of England, than I have now ; for, whenever we 
took any excurfions in fearch of adventures, we 
never failed meeting fome rich merchants from 
Touloufe, Condom, la Rcole or Bergerac, whom 
we fqueezed, which made us gay and debonair, 
but now all that is at an end.' The knight, on 
hearing this, burft into laughter and replied, * In 
truth, that is the life Gafcons love : they willingly 
hurt their neighbour.' On hearing this. Icon- 
eluded that the lord d'Albreth heartily repented 
his having turned to the French, in the fame 
manner as the lord de . Mucident, who, when 
made prifoner at Yurac, fwore to the duke of 
Anjou, he would fet out for Paris and become 
ever after a good Frenchman. He did go to 
Paris, where the king handfomely received him ; 

but 
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but he was not treated to his fatisfafbion, fo that 
he flunk away from the king, and left Paris with-^ 
out taking leav^^p retUVn to h\$ own country^ 
where he agal^^came an Englifhrnan^ and 
broke all his engagements with the duke of 
Anjou. 

The lords de Rofem^ de Duras, de Langurant 
did the fame. 

Such are the Gafcons : they are very unfteady^ 
but they love the Englifh in preference to the 
French, for the war againft France is the moft pro- 
fitable; and this is the caufe of their preference. 
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CHAP. XUV. 

THE ARRIVAL OF LEOIl, KING Of ARMENIA, IK 
FRANCE: ON WHICH OCCASION, FROISSART 
DESCRIBES THE STATE OF GENOA IN HIS TIME, 
AND RELATES THE DEATH OF THE KING 
or CYPRUS. 

A BOUT this period, Leon, king of Armenia*, 
"^ ^ arrived in France; not indeed with a king- 
like ftate, but as one driven from his throne and 

kingdom, 

* In torn. vii. p. 494, of the Fccdera, we find Richard II. 
had fettled a penfion of loool. yearl) on Leon, the Chriftian 
king of Arnienia> who had been driven from his kingdom by 
the Turks. In former reigns, there had been freq^ucnt CoUec- 
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Kin^dom^ irhich had all bieen cbiK^u^itd &om htin 
by the Tiit-ks, except a eaftle, fitiiati^d on the fca- 
Ihbre, callfed Coiiith*. Thi8vg||g ii the key or 
inttancc iiito Alexandria and tt^Hrritbries of the 
fWtah. The Genoefe carry thelr-comrheitc crcty 
where, by means of the dudes they pay, cvth to 
the farther India, and thie realni of Prefter Johnf: 
they are univerfally well received on Account of 
the goldj filvcri and richmerchandifc they bring 
from Alexandria, Cairb^ Damafcus, or frtm the 
Saracens. It is thui the world is fupplied, for 
what is not in one cduntry Is in anodier : but all 
this is well known. The Genoefe are the n\oft 
adventurous navigators, and are much fuperior to 
the Venetians as lords of the - fea, being more 
feared by the Saracens than any others, for they 
arc excellent and determined feaihen, and one Ge- 
noefe galley would attack and probably conquer 
four galleys of the Saracens. 



tions made in England^ as well as elfewherey for fupporting 
thofe ChriiHan kings againU the Turkifh power, which, how- 
ever, at length fwallowed them \ip.'^Jnder/on*j Htjt. of Com-- 
mtrcg, &c. vol. i. p. 213. 

The Grands Chroniques de France place the arrival of the 
king of Armenia in 1385. 

* * Whatever may be the name of this eaftle, and wherever 
fitiiated, I have no doubt but thofe who are acquainted with the 
two Armenias, will think what our author hereafter fays very 
(trange. It is not ibr me to gainfay him : I am fatisfied, if he 
be coniin:ent with himfeif — Marginal note by D, Sawvage. 

f The Dalai Lamas was formerly denominated Prefter John; 
and Tlu|[>et was the country of Prefter Johq. 



If the Tutks and Tamrs have frcqwftdjr hurt 

Chriftcndom, the Gcnocfc felt it not ; for, being 
itiafte« df the fea, , ibty could attack the infidcb, 
and had always fifiy galleys and large Ihips guard- ' ' 
ing the iflands of Rhode^^ Cyprus^ and Candia^ 
and the ttiores of Greece, as far as Turkey, where 
they poflefs the handfome town and caftle of 
Pefa, fituatdd On the fca-lhoi-e Oppofitc to Con- 
ftantihople, which is garrifoned at theif expenfc, 
and fupplicd with provifion and ftoreis three or 
four times a year. 

The Turks and Tartars have often attempted 
to win it, but have always failed, and loft more 
than they gained ; for Pcra is fcatcd on a rock, 
with only one entrance, and this the Genoefc have 
Well fortified. The Genocfe have alfo Jaffa, which 
is a ftrong place, profitable both to them and to all 
Chriftcndom ; for, did they not poflefs Jafla and 
Rhodes, the infidels would invade Naples and at- 
tack Gaietta and Rome : but the ftrong garrifons 
of men at arms in thefe two places, and their gal- 
leys on the fca, hold them in check. 

Thefe reafons prevented the infidels making any 
excurfions, except from Conftantinople towards 
Hungary ; but if that noble king of Cyprus, Pe-- 
terde Lufignan; had longer lived, he would have 
found the fultans and Turks more employment 
than they had met with fmce the days of Godfrey 
of Boulogne, Having conquered the cities of 
Alexandria and Satalia, the infidels, knowing his 
prowefs and enterprife, and fearful of further IcrfTes 
from him, bargained with his brodicr Jacquet to 
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kave him put to death ; who himfelf flew the gal- 
lant king in his bed*. 

It was an infamous a6t thus to aftaffinate the 
valiant king of Cyprus, whofe . thoughts were 
folelyr occupied, day and night, on the means of 
conquering the holy land, and driving out of it 
the infidels. 

Philip de Mefieres|, being chancellor to this 
king of Cyprus, had engraved on a monument he 
erefted to him J, in the chapter-houfe of the Ge- 
leftins at Paris, as ifbllows : 

^ Peter of Lufignan, fifteenth latin king of Jc^ 
rufalem, fince Godfrey of Boulogne, and king of 
Cyprus, by his magnanimous prowefs and enter- 
prife, conquered in battle, with an army fup- 
ported at his own coft, the cities of Alexandria 
in Egypt, Tripoli in Syria, Layas in Armenia^ 
Satalia in Turkey, with fcvcral other cities and 
towns from the enemies of the faith of Jesus 
Christ. 

* Anima ejus requiescat in pace.* 



* He was afiaflinated by two lords of his country whom he 
had offended. Peter tarniihed, by his debaucheries and cruelty, 
the \dk years of his life, and even the glory he had acquired 
by his former exploits.— -<^r/ lie Verifier Its Dates. 
. f For further particulars refpeding Philip de Mefieres, fte 
a memoir on this fubjed by M. le Bouef> in the 17th vol. of 
les Memoires de ('Academic dcs Infcriptions> &c. and alfo the 
lit vol. pp. 460, 461, of les Antiquiies de Paris« par M. 
Sauval. 

t i. e. The king'of Cyprus. In the original it (lands, fift 
ecrite du dit roy de Cipre Jur fa tomht qui eft au chapitre dcs 
Celeilins^ &c. 
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When the Gcnoefc, who were much attached 
to him^ and with reafon^ heard of his melan- 
choly end, they armed feven galleysj and lent 
them to Famagoxifta, which they took by ftonn 
and Jacquet in it. They over-ran the greater 
part of the ifland, and would have deftroyed the 
whole had they not feared the confequences ; but^ 
the towns being ftrong and on the frontiers of 
Turkey, they left them in the hands of the na- 
tives. They kept poffeffion of Famagoufta, 
where they amaffed great wealth from its plunder, 
which they carried to Genoa, and alfo Jacquet, 
lyho had murdered his brother, that the ftate 
might determine on his dcftiny. 

The late king of Cyprus had a fon, whofc 
inarri;^e the Genoefe procured, after which they 
crowned him king*. Jacquet, though fuffered to 

live, 

* * Peter 11. or Petrin, afcended the throne in 1372^ when 
twelve years of age, under the regency of his uncles James 
and John, to the exclufion of his mother. The day of his 
coronation, there arofe a difpute between the bailiffs of Venice 
and the confuls of Genoa for precedency; and, the court 
having declared in favour of the Venetians, the Genoefe re- 
venged themielves for this affront, in 1 373, by conquering 
the whole illand. Only two places made any reiiftance, Fa- 
magoufta and Cherines. The firft furrendcred the loth Oc- 
tober, and was pillaged during three days : the fecond fub- 
mitted about the middle of March following. The king was 
made prifbner, but recovered his liberty by the ceffion of Fa- 
magoufta, and the promife of one million of ducats to the 
Genoefe. 

' In the year I375» at the felicitation of his mother, he 
canfed his uncle John to be aflailiiiated in his prefence, to re- 
venge 
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lire, was clofcly confined in prifon. They did 
not yield up Famagoufla ) but I am ignorant if 
they have it at this day. This king of Cyprus 
died in his bed, and without heirs, to the great 
grief of the Genoefe. I know not who now 
i^igns there ; but, the year I was in Beam, the 
lord de Valenchin, a knight of that country, 
told me the Genoefe had a great fharc in its 
government, being matters of Famagoulla, and 
that they had crowned Jacquet* king, in de« 
fault of heirs. I know not how the devil he 
efcaped from prifon, nor out of the hands of 
the Genoefe. * 

vcmge the detth of his father, in which this prince had heen 
a principal ador. Peter died on the 17th of OAoberi 1382, 
aged nwenty-fix« without leaving any children by his queen, 
Valentine, daughter of Bernabo Vifconti.' 

* ' James I. conflable of Cyprus, was a hoflagc at Genoa, 
when his nephew, Peter II. died« tic was fent home at the 
demand of his countrymen, who crowned him king, He died 
in IJ98, aged fixty-four, leaving children by Agnes of Ba- 
varia, his queen, John, his fuccellbr to the throne of Cyprus; 
Hugh, cardinal archbirtiop of Nicofia ; Philip, conllable of 
Cyprus ; Henry, prince of Galilee ; Mary, married 10 Ladi- 
ilaus, king of Naplci; Habclla, married to Peter of Cyprus ; 
Civa died unmarried, 1 393.' — Art de Verifi:r Us Data. 
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CHAP. XLV, 

THE KING OF ARMENIA RELATES MAN7 STORIES 
OF THE TURKS AND TARTARS. 

^T^HE king of Armenia, on his firft arrival in 
'^ France, was well entertained by the king and 
his lords, as was proper, for he had come from a 
far country. They gained from him informedon 
refpcfting Greece and ConftantinojRe ; for he was 
well queftioned concerning the power of the Twlcs 
and Tartars, who had driven him out of his king* 
dom. To their queftions he anfwered, that the 
cham of Tartary had always made war upon him^ 
and had at laft overpowered him. ^ And tlus chank 
of Tartary, is he fo powerful?* ' That he is in- 
deed y for he has, with the affiftancc of the fukan, 
conquered the emperor of Conftanrinople/ The 
lords then afked if Conftanrinople were under the 
law of the Tartars. * Oh no,' replied the king s 
' the cham and fultan having continued the war on 
Conftantinople for a long time, it was at length 
agreed, (for otherwife the emperor would not 
have had peace) that the emperor of Conftan- 
rinople, who was fon of Hugh de Lufignan and 
Mary of Bourbon, Ihould give his fon in marriage 
to the cham ; but, notwithftanding this union, he 

was to enjoy his own laws and privileges ♦. 

He 

* FroifTart mull have been miftnformed ; for I fee by Ander- 
fon's Royal Genealogies, that John Paleologus muft have been 
emperor of ConfUntinople at this time. He was routed by 

Cantacuzeiius, 



/ 
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He was then afkcd what the count Vcrd dc 
Savoyc had don^ with his gallant company of 
knights, fquires and ipcn at arms. He repiied^— 
* That when the count de Savoye had come to 
Hungary, he had carried his war as far as he could 
into Turkey, but had made t\(^ great progjrefs into 
the country; that by his pro^^fs lie I^acJ conquered 
the large town of Gallipoli an4 Limonia * : in the 
laft, he left a fufficiency of men to guard it, and, 
during the life of the king of Cyprus, he had always 
kept poffcifion of it. 

* The moment the fultan and cham of Tartary 
heard of the king's death, they were no longe^r 
afraid of the emperor pf ConHantioopJe^j but raifcd 
an army of one hundred thoufand men, which they 
marched to Conftanrinople, and from thepce laid 
fkge to Qallipoli, took it by ftorm, and flew all 
the Chriftians within it. They made fo deadly a 
war on the emperor^ that he would have loft every 
thing, if it had not been for the attachment the fop 
of the cham had for his daughter, whom he after- 
wards married. 

* This is a melancholy profpeft (ox the times to 
come ; for the officers of th? cham are already in 
Conftantinople, and the Greeks only live there as 
it were by fufFerance from them, if, therefore, the 

Cantacuzenus, and reflored by the Genoere> to whom he gave 
L^fbos. He afterwards made peace with Cantacuzenas, made 
him his colleague^ and married his daughter. He died 1386, 
having reigned forty-fix years. 

« Limonia is a fmall ifland in the Archipelago^ near Rhodes, 
. between that ifland and Stapalia. 

princes 
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^ |)rincfls of the weft do not apply a fpccdy remedy, 
the Turks will conquer all Greece, and bend it to 
their faith and laws. They already boaft they will 
do fo > and only laugh at the two popes, one at 
Rome and the other at Avignoh, faying, * The 
two gods of Chriftcndom are waging war againft 
each other, by which their government is weakened 
and eafier to be deftroyed ;* adding, * that thofc 
who ought to attend to this, aft with fuch indif- 

. fcrence as to leave it to its own ruin.' 

The king of Armenia was next afked if the fultan 
of Babylon'and the cham of Tartary were the moft 
powerfpl princes among the infidels, known to the 
Greeks, on the other fide of the mountains. * By 
tio means,* he replied; * for the Turks havt 
always been looked to as the moft wife and potent 
in war, as long as they arc under an able chief; 
and this they have had for thefe laft hundred years: 
although the cham compleatly governs the emperor 
of Conftantinople, the Turkifli chief keeps him 
alfo under fubjeftion. The name of their prefcnt 
leader is Amurat, a prudent and able man both in 
arms and council, of whom, to fay the truth, I 
have not any caufe of complaint, for he has never 
injured me, having carried his war againft the king 
of Hungary. ' ' This Aniurat, of whom you fpeak, 
is he then of fiich confequence and power, and fo 
much renowned and feared ?' * Yes,' replied the 
king of Armenia ; * and even more than I fay ; 
for, if the emperor of Conftantinople and the king 
of Hungary are afraid of him, the caliph of Babylon 
^d the cham of Tartary equally dread him. It 

was 
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was fuppoTed^ incleed I have heard it from tha 
Tartars^ that the cham 'would have been morie h^nl 
on the emperor of Conftantinople and that coiintryi 
had he not been afraid of Amurat. He is well ac^ 
quainted with his jealous temper; and that, the 
inftant he finds any pne more powerful than himfel^ 
he never reds until he fhaU have lowered him> am) 
brought him under his fubjedlion* It was the 
knowledge of this that prevented the cham from 
douig all he could have done againft the emperor 
of the caft.' 

' Does Amurat keep on foot a large army V 
' Yes J he was not thirty years of age before he had 
J an army of one hundred thouland horfe, which he 
V always kept in the fi^ld, never quartering himfelf 
in my large town : befides^ he had ten thou&nd 
Tuiks to ferve and defend his perfon; Whprcver he 
xnarches» he carries his father with him/ ^ Hov 
old is he ?* ' He is full fixty years oH, and his 
faxher is ninety. Amurat loves the ' French lan- 
guage, and thofe who come from France : he lays 
he would rather fee the king of France ai^d his ftatt 
than all the other potentates of the earth. He is 
jgready pleafcd when any one talks to him on thk 
fubjeft, and in favour of the lords of that country/ 
* Why docs Amurat remain on terms with the 
cham fincc he is fo great axx)nqueror ?' ' Becaufe 
the cham is afraid of him^ and dares not make war; 
there are, alfo, certain ports and towns in Tartary 
which pay Amurat heavy duties : they arc both of 
the fame daxth, and will not delln>y their law; It 
has been a^reat matter of wonder to him that 

Chriftians 
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Chriftians fhotild make war on each other ; and he 
has frequendy had an inclination to enter Chrifteii- 
/dom ar^ conquer all before him. It would have 
been to my advantage if he had conquered me 
rather than the cham of Tartary/ They afked the 
king of Armenia^ why it would have been to his 
advantage; who replied,-!-^ Amurat is a man of 
i2oble birth; and, were he thirty years younger, is 
formed to make great conquefts wherever he 
fliould pleafe to march bis army. When he con- 
quers any country or town, he only infifts on the 
payment of a tax, leaving every one to follow his 
own religion ; and he has never taken any man's 
inheritance from him, only requiring the fupreme 
government of the country. It is for thefe reafons, 
I fay, that if he had conquered Armenia, inftead 
of the Tartars, he would have left me my kingdom 
and religion, and remained in peace, on my acknow- 
ledging him as lord paramount, like other great 
barons on his frontiers, Greeks and Thracians, 
who thus acknowledge him, to free themfelves 
from all danger from the caliph of Babylon and the 
grand cham.' * What are the names of thefe 
barons?' * I will tell you,' anfwered the king: 
^ firfl:, there is the lord de Satalia, the lord de la 
Palice and die lord de Haute-loge : thefe lords and 
their territories, by means of the tax they pay to 
Amiu^at, remain in peace, and tjicre is neither 
Turk nor Tartar that dares injure them*.' They 

* Sauvage» in a marginal note* fays he would willingly tdl 
where thefe territories are, bat he has not been able to find them 
out, and thinks there muft have been fome miilakes io their names. 

Vol. VII. Z then 
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then aflccd the king, if Armenia wte fe tbtlHy loft 
that there were no means of rec6vering k. * Yes 
indeed/ he replied, ^ unlcfs a fo«bc fiipeiNiol' i» 
the Turks and Tartars crofs the mountains and c<mi- 
quer Greece ; for excepting the town of Courth, 
which is the entrance to my kingdom, and as yet 
remains to Chriftendofn, the infidrfs hav€ poSti- 
feffion of all the reft ; aind, whei*c the diurches 
ufed to be, they have placed their idols ^d their 
mahomets.' * And this, town of Courth, is it 
ftrong ?' ' Aye, in God's name is k,' feid the king 
of Armenia : * it is not to be tafen unlefs by 
treachery oV a very long fiege ; for it is fituatcd in 
a diy fpot on Ae fea-ftiore, and between two rocks 
that cannot be approached. Should the Ttttks or 
Tartars gain k, and another good tk)Wii not fer 
diftant, called Aldelphe *, all Greece 'touft inevi- 
tably be loft, afid Hungary befides in a Ihort time 
afterwards/ The king of Ai^mcnia Was alked if 
Hungary were on the frontiers of the, Turks and 
Tartars. He faid it was ; but nearer to the Turks 
and the territories of Amurat than to any other 
potentate. * It is very extraordinary,' they replied, 

* that Amurat, who is fo valorous, and fuch acon- 
queror, ftiould leave ib near a neighbour in peace.' 

* In God's name,' anfwered the king, * he has 
not for fome time even pretended to keep peace 
with Hungaiy, but made fuch exertions, to the 
injury of that kingdom, that if an unfortunate ac- 
cident had not befallen him, he would at this mo- 



♦ Aldelplie. Q^ If not meant for Dclphos.* 
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mcttt ikavc been far advanced ih Aat -cbuhiry/ 
' And 'What was that vaacidcnt?' ^ I wHl c^ you/ 
replied the king, ^ ^ ; 
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CHAP. XtVI.* 

CONTINUATION OF THE INTELLIOBNGE WftlCH 
THE KING OF ARMENIA RELATES TO THE 
BATONS OF FRANCE. 

* "W/HEN Amunit faw that all the adjoining 
princes feared him, and that the Ihores of 
the Tea as far as Hungary bounded his dommion, 
he determined, as the kingdom of Hungai:y- had, 
by 5 kipg Frederick's death dcvc^ved on the queen, 
o declare war and conquer it. .He therefore iffued 
a particular fummons to his vailals throughout 
Turkey, which being obeyed, he began his march 
and encamped in the plains of SataHa, between la 
Palice and Haute*loge, to ftrike more fear into 
his enemies. It was his intention to enter the 
kingdom of Hungary, notwithftanding it is a country 
inclbfcd by high rocks and mountains, which make 

* Denyl Sauvage complains that he cannot underftand this 
chapter, nor the accounts from the Levant. There was not any 
)dng of Hungary at that period of the name of Frederick. 
Lewis the great reigned in 1342* and his daughter Mary Tuc* 
ceeded him 1332. I find myfelf therefore obliged, like Sauvage, 
to leave it as I iind it. 

Z a It 
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It fb much the ftmngcr. He fent before him am- 
bifladors and heralds> with a mule laden with a 
^rain ealled millet^ telling them ^ Go you into 
Hungary, to the count de Lazaran *, whofe terri- 
tories lie among the mountains of Meleabrc and 
Robee^ through which we mean our army to pafs, 
and tell him we order and command, if he wilh 
for himfelf and country to remm at peace, that he 
come and render us obedience, as he knows the 
lords de Satalia, de la Palice and de Haute-Ioge 
have done, and lay open his country for us to pafs 
through. If he (hould rcfufe to obey and appear 
rebellious, tell him from us, that we will pour into 
his territories, to deftroy them, as many heads as 
you will (hew you have grains of millet in your 
bags.' The ambafladors inftantly departed on re- 
ceiving thefe inftruftions, and arrived in the terri- 
tory of the count de Lazaran in Hungary : they 
found him at one of his caftles called Archiformc. 
He received the ambafladors from Amurat kindly, 
and handfomely entertained them, but was much 

■ I H • I II I — — — ^— ■■ ■ II I II I ■■ 

• Sauvage fays in a note, * According to Paal Jovius and 
father Anthony Geoffrai, his proper name was Lazarus» defpot 
or lord of Servia, formerly called by the Romans MiiTia Inferior/ 

This probably is the perfon called by Froiflart the lord dc 
Lazaran. 

* Servia made formerly part of Mcefia, FUyria and Paanonia. 
At the fall of the roman empire, it belonged to the Servians 
who had come thither from Sarmatia in Afia. It had afterwards 
its own defpots* fome of whom depended on the kings of 
Hungary The lafl had the roisibriune to be captured in battle> 
^nd his army cut to pieces by Amurat I. in the 14th century/ 

See Servie^ in the Encyclopedic, par Ordre des Matieres. 

furprifcp 
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furprifed when he faw the mule enter his court 
laden widi he tuiew not what. He at firft imagined 
it might be gold or precious ftones^ which Amurat 
had fent to feduce him to his party, and to bribe 
him to allow a paflage for his army through his 
country ; but he had rcfolved, that he would 
nerer fubmit to be corrupted by any prefents 
whatever. 

' When the amb^^dors had their audience, 
they ipoke as follows : — ' Lord de Lazanm, we 
arc fent hither by that high and mighty prihce, our 
redoubted fovercign, Amurat, lord of Turkey and 
of all its dependancies ; and we tell you frotfi him, 
diat he orders you to place yourfclf under his obe- 
dience in the fame form and manner as you know 
the lords de Satalia, de la Palice and de Haute* 
loge have done, and that you delay not coming to 
perform your homage to him, in like manner as 
your neighboiu^ have done. You will open your 
country to his army if you wifh to have pc^c, and 
by fo doing you will gready enjoy his good fa* 
vour: but, fliould you refufe and prove rebel- 
lious, we are commanded to fay, that our fove- 
rei^ lord, Amurat, will pour more heads into 
your country, to deftroy it, than there are grains 
of millet in this bag.' Having faid this, he open- 
ed the bag to (hew him its contents. The lord de 
Lazaran was advifed to return a temperate anfwer, 
and not difcover his thoughts at once. He re- 
. plied, ' Tie up your bag : I fee what is within it;, 
and I have h^ard fix)m you i^hat Amurat's ipterir 

Z 2 tions 
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tiohs are:: D^^ithin thitec days you fliall' have an ani- 
r^Mr, for thefe his demands requiit deloberadoR.' 
TThcy PcpMcd) * You fay^i^li;' and, in confidScnca 
of havmg -an anfwer, diey tarried dircc days. I 
will now tell you what the count de Lazaranidid 
during theib three days : he got colleiftedr and 
bn>ught to his caftle ten. thou£ind'head. a£ povhi^ 
of all forts, which he caufed to be Ihut up widioitf; 
any food whfatcver. On the daiy appointedl fer the 
annbaffadorsi to receive th^ir anfwer, he omduAdi 
thtm tO' ar gsdlery which overlookedi a csont^ 
bidding thttti lean over the raily and; ^be&re ht 
gav« chetti his sUifwtr, her would, fllew thcra: fbmef^ 
tMng new: they^ not thinking what he was: about; 
did as he ordered. Two* 3o(yfs> ^re infhanriljr 
opened, when all this^ poultry, wha had been 
ftarving (ot two days,, ruflicd oue ; and the xniflet 
bag being opened, and its contenits feaxtered 
skfontij the whole was devoured in lefs^tban hatf ^ 
hour> affid nvore wou)d have been eaten if they 
could have had it. - 

* The count de Lazaran then, turning towards 
the aimbttffadors, faid,— ' My fair firs, you have 
feen how the millet you have brought hither from 
your mafter, with many menaces, has been dOr 
voured by this poultry, who would have defiroyed 
riiore had they had it/ ' Yes,' replied they; 
' but wherefore do. you mention it ?* * Becaufe 
you have your anfwer in what you have witneHed, 
and in the faA vou have fe^n. Amurat threatens 
that, unlefs I obey him, he will pour into my 

country 
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country m?n at arms without number, to deftroy 
it : tell him from mc, I wait for him, and that, 
with whatever force he come, he Ihall be deftroy- 
cdj in the fanje manner as the fowls have devoured 
your millet.' 

' The ambafladors, on receiving this anfwer, 
were quite penfive. They took leave of the count, 
and travelled by Ihort days journeys, until they 
came to where An>urac and his army l^y. They 
related to him all that the coiint de Lazaran had 
done and faid, and that he feemed to hold his 
menaces very cheap. Amurat was very wroth on 
hearing this anfwer, and fwore that things fliould 
not remain as they were j but that he would enter 
the territories of the count whether he would or 
not, and lay wafte all his lands, in revenge fpr his 
infolent anfwer. 

^ I will now tell you what the count de Lazaran 
did, fince war had been denounced againft him, 
which he knew would be fpeedily followed other- 
wife than by words. He inftantly made prepara- 
tions of ftores and provifion, and fent exprefTes to 
inform his knights and fquires, and all thofe capa- 
ble of bearing arnis, that Amurat was about to 
invade Hungary, and to order them to guard 
valiantly all the paffes into the country, and join 
him as fpeedily as may be, for there was. no time 
for delay. 

' Amurat reinained with his army on the plains 
of Haute-logc. As it was to defend Chriftendom, 
all tbe knights to whom the count had written 
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obeyed his orders and came to him, as did many 
more to whom he had not fen^ but wh6 had 
heard it accidentally, to fupport idW faith and de- 
ftroy the infidels. The count had the forefts cut 
down and thrown acrofs the roads Amurat was to 
pafs, which he expefted would have a great efFeft 
in checking the Turks on their march. The count, 
accompanied by ten thoufand Hungarians and as 
many crofs-bows, entrenched himfelf and men on 
each fide of a pafs through which he knew Amurat 
muft march. He had alfo with him two thoufand 
peafants, armed with axes and wedges, to fell the 
timber and block up the road on a fign^ given. 
When every thing wa^ prepared, the count faid,— 
' Without doubt Amurat will come hither, for he 
has fent me word he would fo do : be therefore 
fleady and valiant in defending this pafs, for, (hould 
it be won by the Turks, all Hungary is in danger 
of being conquered )Ve are ftrongly pofted, and 
one man here is equal to four. It will be more for 
our honour to perifh in the field, defending the 
faith of Jesus Christ, than to live in bondage, 
under thcfe dogs of infidels, notwithftanding the 
courage and ability of Amurat.* 

' Sir,' replied they unanimoufly, f we will with 
you abide the event : let the Turks come when 
they will, we are ready to receive them.* The 
Turks were quite ignorant of all this j for the 
count, fearful left his plans Ihpuld be difcovercd 
by Amurat's fpics, and revealed to him, had poll- 
ed fomc of his moft confidential friends between 

him 
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him and the enemy, to prevent any communi- 
cation whatever |)etween the two armies. 

^ Amurat was not forgetful of his menace, but 
declared he would vifit the territories of the count 
de Lazaran, in fuch a manner that he fhould re- 
member its for he was unwilling to be thought a 
Uar^ in breaking his promife. Having feleAcd 
-fixty thoufand men, for he had two hundred thou-^ 
fahd in his camp, he gave the command of them 
ta four captains attached to his houfehold and 
faith: their names were, the duke Manfion of 
Mecca, the governor of Damietta, Alphalory dc 
Samarie, and the prince de Corde, furnamed Bra- 
chin, to whom he faid, on their leaving him,— 
* You will march thefe men whom I put imder 
your command, a number fufiicient to open a 
pafTage into Hungary, to the lands of the lord dc 
Lazaran, which you will completely deftroy by fire 
and fword. As foon as I fhall be informed of your 
arrival there, I will follow with the remainder of my 
army j fori am refolved to have Hungary under my 
obedience, and afterwards the empire of Germany . 
The wizards of my country and the diviners of 
Egypt, have pronounced that I am deftined to be 
king of all the world 5 but the place I would moft 
willingly vifit is Rome ; for, in ancient times, it 
formed part of our inheritance ; and our prcde- 
ceflbrs have cbnquered and governed it feveral 
times. I will lead with me le Galifre de Baudas, 
the cham of Tartary and the fultan of Babylon, 
^ha (hall there crown me.' 

The 
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^ The captains, who were on their knees, re- 
plied,^ they would cheerfully obejj hi« commands, 
and then marched off* with the fixty thoufand men. 
Among, them were twenty thoufand of the moft 
able and befl armed of the TurUifli aituy, who 
formed the van battalion. When they came to 
the mountains on the frontiers of Lazaron, ths 
van, finding no one to oppofo them, entered them, 
under the command of the duke of Mecca and the 
governor of Damietta, and paffed the ambufcadc 
of the count de Lazaran. As foon as. the count 
and the Hungarians faw they had entrapped their 
foe, they began to work, by cutting down the 
foreft trees and laying them acrofs^ the road^ fo 
that it was quite impofllble for the Turks to vcotat 
or to advance, for the paffage was enrirely blocked 
up. 

' Thus were twenty thoufand Turks inelo&ci 
who were fo vigoroufly attacked by the Hungoriaitt 
from each fide of the foreft, and- with fuckr gooid 
effeft that all were flain. Not one eicap^ d^aikh> 
not even the two commanders. Some few attefDpl^ 
ed to fly, but were purfued through the wood and 
killed. 

* The rear divifion, unable to advance threu^ 
the fallen foreft, returned to Amurat, and relMed 
the unfortunate event which had happeia^d Id htf 
army. He was very penfive on hewing it, wd 
fummohed his council to confider what was IP 
be done, as he had feft the flower of lus army.' 
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The king oF Armenia having thus finilhcd his 
hiftory of the defeat of die Turks, rcfumed Ac 
account of his own melancholy fituation, * to die 
king q£ Fnaiice and his uncles. They took com- 
paffieta on hinv becaufe he had come from fuch a 
diftant part of Ac world as Greece to fcek aid and 
comfort J and being a king driven out of his realm, 
without any means of keeping up his. fiate, or even 
fupporting hin:xielf,, as. his^ coa);>laiBCs evidently 
fliewed. Ttie king of France, young as he was, 
fcid, — ^ We will, that the king of Armenia, who 
has come to us in hopes of afllftance, have allowed 
him wherewithal to nuuntain his dignity,, fuitable 
ta htt raidcv as he t& a king like ourfelf ; and^ 
wlieit we are able, he fh^ have men at arms to 
aid bim in the recovery of his kingdom j for wc 
have a very good inclination fo to do, being 
bound to fupport the Chriftiaa faith/ 

Thiii fpeech of the king was applauded by att. 
His uncles and council were wilKng to fulfil thefc 
commands ; and a proper allowance was ordered 
to be paid die king of Armenia monthly, from 
the chamber of accounts, to keep up his ftate. 
The fum allowed was fix thoufand francs yearly ; 
and he had five thoufand prcfented him, to pro- 
vide himfelf witl\ plate and other fmaller necef- 
faries. The palace of St. Ouen, near St. Denis, 
was likewife given to him for his refidence. Such 
aflillance did the king of Armenia receive on his 
firft arrival ^ in France, which was conftantly in- 
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ci-eafing. He was at times much with the king, 
particularly at all the grand feftivals*. 



* Sauval* in his Antiquities of Paris, copies FroifTart in the 
account of the reception of the king of Armenia by the court of 
Charles VI.; but adds, from Juvenal des Urfins, diit this 
prirtce was not fo wretched in hb fortune, having iaved many 
jewels, and even fome of his treafure, when he fled from the 
Tartars. He was a fruitlefs negotiator of peace between Eng- 
land and France, and was fent to Boulogne, with others, on 
this fubjedt He died in 1 393, in the palace of the Toumelles, 
Atuated in the ftreet of St.Anthony, oppofitethe royal htxtl of St 
Pol, where the kings of France ufually reiided. He was buried 
in the church of the Celeftins, after the manner of his own 
country, his friends clothed in white, carrying torches of white 
wax : his body drefled in royal robes of the fame colour, was 
laid upon a white bed of flate, and his head encircled with a 
crown of gold. At this funeral ceremony many of the princes 
and great lords affiled, and crowds of common people. 

Antiquities dt Paris, vol. ii. p. 251. 

HoIlingHied fays, Leo, king of Armenia, came ta England 
and received a penfion of 1000/. from Richard II. : the objeft 
of his vifit was to make peace between the two countries of 
France and England. 
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CHAP. XLVIl. 

/ 

I 

DURING THESE WARS OF THE TURKS, DISSEW- 
TIONS CONTINUE BETWEEN T«E TWO POPES, 

URBAN VI. AND CLEMENT VII. FRIAR JOHN 

DE LA ROCHE-TAILLARD DELIVERS A GOOD 
APOLOGUE, RESPECTING THE PAPACY, TO THE 
CARDINALS. 

A BOUT this period, Otho of Brunfwick came 
to pope Clement at Avignon, to receive his 
pay for the war he had carried on for the pope arid 
church againft the Romans and Bartholomew Prig- 
nano, who ftiled himfclf pope Urban VL as you 
have before feen in this hiftory. He remonftrated 
with the pope and cardinals on various topics, to 
which they attentively liftened: but, as for his 
pay, he could not obtain one penny, the treafiiry 
being fo empty that the cardinals were unable to 
get what was their due. Sir Otho, therefore, left 
them much difcontented ; but, before he fet out 
from Avignon, they gave him one thoufand francs, 
which he held cheap, and the war of the pope was 
greatly weakened, for fir Otho would not hence- 
forward concern himfclf about it. Befides, Mar- 
garet de Duras, duchefs of Anjou, who refided ai 
Gaiettai fcnt for his afliftance againft the Neapo- 
litans. Sir Otho balanced for a time, not knowing 
which fide to take ; fome of his council advifing 
him to aid Margr?rct in the defence of her realm, 
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and take her to wife, as flie had Aot any objeftion 
and was of noble birth, and by this means they 
told him he mighrbecomeking of the country: but 
others advifed the contrary, left it might have an 
unfavourable iflue ; for her children by the duke of 
At^ou, whohadjjeen crowned kii)g inBari, were 
youi^g, and had many relations and friends, efpe- 
cially in the king of France their cpufin-german, 
who would certainly fupport their claims, as well 
as the lady Jane, duchefs dowager of Anjou, who 
would have great weight. Sir Otho was fo long 
doubtful between the two parties that at length 
neither had him. 

• About this time, the forces fubfidized by pope 
Clement, under the command of the lord de Moe- 
troye, a right valiant knight from the country of 
Geneva and Savoy, fir Talebert, a knight of 
Rhodes, and iir Bernard de la Salle, had fliut up 
pppe Urban in the city of Perugia. He was 
liiuch ftraightened, and on the point of being 
made captive. I was told it diepended only on the 
payment of twenty thoufand crowns; for count 
Conrad, a leader of a large body of Germans, 
would have delivered him up to pope Clement for 
that fum. Sir Bernard de la Salk was fent to 
Avignon to inform the ,pope, and»to remonftratc 
with him and the cardinals on the fubjeft, but in 
vain with regard to the money, for the court was 
fo poor that he could not obtain any ^hing, and 
returned, very difcontented, to the fiege.of Perugia. 
The fiege was flackened on bodi fides, and Urban 
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tfcaped^ftom this danger to Rome, where he re- 
tiiained. . . 

I know that in times to come thefe things will 
be wondered at/ and ;t y^ill be a matter of aftof 
niihment how the church could fall into fuch 
troubles and thofe of fo long a duration. It was 
a punifhment fent by God to mate the clergy- 
feel and confider the great pomp and fuperfliuties 
they pofleffed : but many paid no attention to it, 
being fo fwoUcn with prid^ and arrogance, that 
each would imitate his fuperiors, and thus was 
religion littJc regarded -, and ^ if the Holy Spirit, 
who enlightens the hearts of the devout, had not 
kept them fteady, and in unifon, it would have 
been feverely (haken, if not loft. The great pro- 
prietors of land, who at the fitft were fuch noble 
benefadtors to the church, now made a joke of it, 
^vcn at the time I was writing and chronicling this 
fciftory, in the year of grace 1390 ; at which the 
conrnionalty were much furprifed, and wondered 
^hy fuch great lords as the kings of France and 
Germany, and the other princes of Chriftendom 
did not provide a remedy for it. But, to fatisfy 
the people and excufe the great barons, I may fay, 
that as there cannot be a yolk of an> egg withoijt 
its white, nor a white without the yolk, fo neither 
the clergy nor the lords can exift independendy of 
each other ; for the lords, not being ruled by the 
clergy, would degenerate into beafts, 

I will fey, tliat in my time I have for certain 
fccn much of mankind ; whether for my ow(\ 
amufemcnt, or in travelling to learn the hiftory 
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of what paffcs in the world relative to deeds and 
adventures in arms, which are defcribcd in this 
book ; but I have never met with any lord, except 
Che count . de Foix, who had not his minions, 
pages, and, jefters, moft honourably entertained. 
The count de Foix had none fuch $ for he was 
naturally grave, and of great good fcnfe, which 
was of more value than any thing they could 
have afforded him. I do not fay, that thofc lords 
' who are attended by minions arc mad : they are 
worfe than mad, for they are blind having two 
eyes. 

When information of this difputed choice was 
firft brought to king Charles of France, of happy 
memory, he paufed, and left it to his clergy; 
who, having confidered the matter, refolved that 
pope Clement had been truly elefted. To this 
opinion the kings of France, Caftille, and Scot- 
land affented; and, notwithftanding the fchifm 
which was caufed in the church, thefe three 
kings, being allied together, remained fteady to 
Clement ; but the kings of England and Portugal 
were of a contrary way of thinking. 

The earl of Flanders had formed his creed as 
you have heard in this hiftory ; for he would 
never acknowledge pope Clement, becaufe he 
had, at the firft conclave, voted for the cardinal 
of Bari, and becaufe, while cardinal of Geneva, 
he had written to the earl to fay Urban had 
been legally elefted pope, for which reafon 
. the earl of Flanders confidered him as the due 
one as long as he lived. The emperor and 
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all Oermany» with the lung of Hungary, ac-* 
knowledged Urban, 

While wriring of thcfc diflcntions that hap- 
pened in my time both in ftates and in the church 
(which was fpmewhat fhakcn thereby), and it iS 
to be underftood that the great landed proprietors 
were adting like hypocrites, it comes to .my re- 
membrance how in my young days, during the 
reign of pope Innocent, at Avignon, there was 
confined in prifon a learned clerk, called Friar 
John de la Roche-taillade. This friar, as I have 
been told by feveral privately, for it was never 
talked of in public, foretold, while in prifon, 
many of the great events which would happen 
ihordy in the world, more efpecially thofe that 
related to France. He prophccicd the capture of 
'king John of France, and the misfortunes that 
were to bcfal the church from the pride and arro- 
gance of thofe who governed.it. It was faid, that 
during his imprifonmcnt, he was brought to the' 
pope's palace, when the cardinal of Oftia, com- 
monly called cardinal of Arras, and the cardinal of 
Auxcrre difputed with him on thefe fubjefts. 

Friar John gave them for anfwer the following 
apologue : ' In former days, a bird was hatched 
without any feathers. When the other birds heard 
of this, they went to fee him, for he was fair and 
pleafant to look on. Having conQdered, that 
without feathers he could not fly, nor without 
flying livci which, however, they were determined 
to afilfl: him in, for he was a prodigioufly hand- 
fome bird i they refolved that every bird flioul4 
Vol, VIL A a give 
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give him fomc of his feathers. The bcft feathered 
gaVe the moft, fo that he was foon enabled to fly. 
The other birds took much pleafure in feeing him. 
When this bird faw himfclf thus in feather, and 
that all the birds paid him great honour, he grew 
proud, and not only held thofe cheap who had 
made him fo, but pecked and drove them from 
him. The birds held an aflcmbly to confider how 
they fhould aft, in confequence of the treatment 
they received from this bird whom they had 
clothed, and who now defpifed them. The pea- 
cock faid, * He is too finely drelTed in my fea- 
thers: I will take them from him/ * In God's 
name,' faid the falcon, ^ fo will I mine/. The 
other birds faid, they would do the fame, and im- 
mediately began to unfeather him, 

' The bird, on feeing this, humbled himfelf 
greatly, and acknowledged the honours and wealth 
he had received ; and that his fine feathers were 
not his own, for he had come into the world 
naked and featherlefs; and thofe who had feathered 
him might, if they chofe, retake them. He cried 
out for mercy, and promifed, henceforward, never 
to rifk, by pride or prefuniption, the lofs of his 
feathers. The gallant birds who had plucked him, 
feeing him thus humbled in his deportment, re- 
ftored his feathers i but faid, on giving them 
back,— ^ We will gladly fee thee fly among us, 
as long as thou fhalt bear thyfelf meekly, for fo it 
becometh thee i but if ever thou fhalt aft arro- 
gantly, we will pluck thee bare, and leave thee in 
the naked flatc we found thee/ ' Thus, my fair 
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firs»' fiitd friar John to the cardinals, ^ will it 
happen to you. The emperors, kings, and prince9 
of the earth, have given you wealth, and power 
and pofleflions, that you may ierve God, but you 
expend it in pomp, luxury, and all extravagancies* 
Why do you not read the life of St. Silvefter*, 
the firft pope who fucceeded St. Peter ? and weigh 
weU the conditions on which the emperor Con* 
ftantine gave the tythes to the church. St. SU- 
Veiler did not travel with two or three hundred 
attendants on horfeback, but lived fimply and re* 
tired ac Rome, folely with his churchmen, when 
the angel, through Go4'$ grace, appeared, to an* 
nounce that the emperor Conftantine, then an in-^ 
fidel and unbeliever, had fent for him. It ha4 
likewife been revealed to the emperor, by the 
a^gel of the lord, that Silvefter would put him 
in the way of being cured of his leprofy \ for he 
was fo ill of that diforder his limbs were rotdng. 
On his arrival, he pointed out to him his cure, by 
means of baptifm. He was baptifcd and cured» 
which fo ftrongly imprefled his mind with the 
goodnefs of God, that he believed, and made hip 
empire believe alfo. He gave to Silvefter and to 
the church, all tyches, which he had before hel4 
himfelf, with many other rich gifts and tcrritorieSi 
for the augmentation of our faith and church. 

' It was his intendon that thefe fhould be pru- 
dently and properly governed, and not with pomp 

• Silvefter was the diirty-fecond pope.— ifr/ d$ VtriJUr Us 
Daiis. 
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ind pride as is now done ; for which the L(3rd is 
wroth, and his anger will be much increafcd 
againft you in times to come. Should the nobles 
excufe themfelves from giving fupport to the 
church, and grow cold in their devotions, and, 
perhaps, retake what they had given, it muft 
Ipcedily be deftroyed/ 

Thus fpoke friar John to the cardinals, who 
were much aftonifhed threat, and would willingly 
have put him to death, but they could not find 
outanyjufl: caufe for it. They fufFered him to 
live, but confined him a clofe prifonerj for he 
propofed fuch deep queftions, and examined fo 
clofcly the Scriptures, that he might perhaps, had 
he been at liberty, have led the world aftray. 
However, many things were feen to happen, which 
he had foretold in prifon, and which he proved 
from the apocalypfe. His proofs faved him fome- 
times from being burnt j and fomc of the cardinals 
took compaftion on him, and did not opprefs him 
as much as they might have done. 

We will now leave thefe narrations and return. 
to the principal matters of this hiftory, the afiairs 
of Spain, Portugal, France, and England, and 
iay what events were paffing there worthy cf 
being recorded. 
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CHAP, XLVIII. 

TffE K5AS0NS WHY THE PORTUGUESE PREFER 
THB GRANP MASTER pF AVIS FOR THEIR 
KING TO DON JOHN, KING OF CAST|LLE, 
>VHO HAD MARRIED BEATRICE, DAUGHTER 
OF DON FERDINAND^ LATE KINO OF POR* 
TUGAL. 

^^OU have before heard how don John, fon of 
^ don Pedro, king of Portugal, and baftard- 
brother to the late king,^ had gained poflfcffion of 
the crown, through the boldnefs of four of the 
principal towns in Portugal j for the nobles and 
knights ought not to be inculpated in the matter^ 
as they had ever borne themfelves loyally to doii 
John of Caftille, \}rho haji married Beatrice, the 

r 

daughter and heirefs of don Ferdinand, Many, 
however, were of opinion fhe was a baflard, be- 
ing the daughter of a Portuguefe lady, whofe 
hufband, a knight of Portugal, was ftill liying** 
The king of Portugal, having foized his wife, 
married her ; and the knight left the country and 
refided with the king of Caftille : he never re* 
turned to Portugal, notwithftanding his "noble 
birth, through fear of the king, 

* Ferdinand, at the concluiion of the war between him and 
Henry de Tranilainare> king of Caftille, engaged to marry 
^enfy's daughter. This he did not perform, but married 
^eonora Tellez, tl^e wife pf Lorenzo d*Acunha|« 
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This opinion of her b^ing a baftard was the 
more extraordinary, as don Ferdinand confidercd 
her as legitimate, having received difpenfations 
from pope Urban VI. to that purpofe. When 
peace was concluded between the kings of Caftillq 
and Portugal, don John Ferdinand Audere, who, 
ruled the Portuguefe council, propofed a marriage 
between the daughter of his king, and don John,^ 
king of Caftille, who was at that tim^e a widower. 
The council of Caftille, when this union was pro- 
pofed, had mentioned their doubts of the legi- 
timacy of the lady's births and, to latisfy the king 
t)f Caiililie, don Ferdinand had made his principal 
barans and nobles of Portugal fwear, that after 
his deccafe, they would confider her as their 
cjueen, and would unite their kingdom to Caftille. 
He had alfo forced the principal towns to promife 
the fame, and to acknowledge the king of Caftille 
as their king, under a penalty of two hundrtti 
thoufand francs. 

The Lift)oners, having put to death don Ferdi- 
nand Audere, becaufe he had interfered in this 
bufmefs, and exerted himfclf, at the king of Por- 
tugal's death, to have it confirmcdji eledted the 
jnafter of Avis, and would have no other king. 
They faid, that were Portugal to be turned lopfy 
^urvy, they would never fubmit to Caftille, nor 
to the Ciiftillians, fo greatly did they hate each 
other. I'he Lift)oners were the great inftigators 
of this diipute : ihey faid that the lady Beatrice 
could not be their qiieen, for ftie was a baftaid, a 
thorough baftard 5 and, during die lifc-rimc of 
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don Ferdinand, and now when he is dead, Lo- 
rcnzo d'Acunha, the hulband of her mother, ftill 
exifts. For diis rcafon, the four cities of Lifbon, 
Coimbra^^ Ourique, and Oporto, eleftcd don John, 
and crowned him king of Portugal. They would 
have a king from among themfelves, and noticed 
the great afieftion die commonalty bad for the 
matter of Avis. 

One of the chief caufes for this hatred of the 
Portiiguefe to the Caftillians was, that after th6 
marriage had been concluded between the king of 
C^ftiUe with don Ferdinand's daughter, and it had 
been agreed that Portugal (houid, after the death 
of don Ferdinand, revert to Caftille, wherever the 
Caftillians met the Portuguefe, they mocked them, 
and faid, they ihould return under their obedience 
whether they would or not \ that they would keep 
them in fubjeftion and flavery, and teach them, 
like Jews and flaves, to obey their wills. 

The Porti^uefe replied, they would never be 
under theirs nor the fubjc<Slion of any men in the 
world. Owing to fuch reproaches, they eledled the 
grand mafter of Avis king, who was baftard-fon. 
to don Pedro, king of Portugal. Don Ferdinand, 
during his reign, paid no attention to his brotheff 
jior ever imagined the Portuguefe would, after his 
deceafe, choofe him their king, to the difparage- 
mcnt of his daughter \ but fo they did \ and don 
Ferdiiiand Audere was in the right, when he ad- 
vifed the king to have him put to death, for the 
people had too great an ^ftion for him. The 
king wpuld never confeut to thisi» frying that the 
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people had no power over the nobility of Ac 
realm ; and that his fon-in-law^ the king of Caf^ 
tille, was powerful enough to punifli'any Vebellion 
that might break out ; that he had no juft cz,ufe 
to imprifon him nor put him to death ; and, be- 
fides, his brother was of a religious order, and 
poffeflcd of great wealth, without thinking of the 
crown of Portugal. Thefe were the reafons why 
he efcapcd death. 

All thtfe are well known fafts i for L the au- 
thor of this hiftory, was told them by the nobles 
of Portugal. It was certainly ftrange they fhould 
choofe a baftard for their king : but they found 
none nearer in blood to the crown ; for they de- 
clared, that the queen of Caftille, daughter of the 
lady Leonora d'Acunha, being a baftard, fhould 
never poflefs the crown of Portugal, nor fhould 
any of her defcendants. 

The count de Foix was of a fimilar opinion, as 
Ji.e told the knights when he gave them an enter- 
tainment , on leaving his country for Portugal ; 
for he is perfedly well informed, though he re- 
fides at Orthcs, of every thing that pafles in 
Caftille or Portugal. When his knights departed, 
he faid,— * Gentlemen, you have not any bufinefs 
to. interfere in the difputes between Caftille and 
Portugal ; for the queen of Caftillei daughter of 
don Ferdinand king of Portugal, has no claim to 
that crown. This war is begun fooliflily, and 
with much bitternefs : you may therefore, as well 
as thofe who firft ftirred it up, heartily Tcpen? 
ivhcn it is too late*' They replied, * that having 
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received eameft of pay from ib great a lord as 
don John of Caftille, they were bound to fcrve 
him.' He then fuffcrcd them to go : but, as I 
have before related^ the greater part never returned 
hon^ again. 



CHAP. XUX. 

FXOISSART TRAVELS TO MIDDLBBURGH IN Z£A- 
LAND> TO MAKE JNQ^IRIES FROM A KNIGHT^ 
> WHQ IS GOING TO PRUSSIA^ OF THE AFFAIRS 
OF PORTUGAL. 



in[7E will not yet quit the affairs of Portugal, as 
^ " they ought not to be forgotten ; but the 
grand feats of arms which took place there fhould 
be chronicled, that thofe who come after our time 
may find them related and written down* It would 
be pity they were annihilated ; and it was by means 
p£ clerlf s of former days, who enregiftercd hiftories, 
that fads are now known, for there is no memory 
(equal to writing* In truth, I mud fay, and I wiih 
thofe who in after times fhall come may know thp 
/aS:, that I have taken infinite pains to feek out 
the truth of what was pafllng in my day, and have 
travelled througl^ many a kingdom and over many 
countries for this purpofe. I have been perfonally 
acquainted with many valiant men, as well in 
prance, £nglan4> Caftille^ Portugal^ as in the 
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duchies and countries adjoining, 4md widi Omr 
companions in war^ from whom I have never 
failed afking many queftions for fny inform^tkiii 
and I have never willingly negle&ed> after having 
heard any faft, making every poflible uu|uhijr to 
know the truth of it. 

During the time I refidcd with the gallant count 
Gallon de Foix at Beam, I heard many of thetranfac- 
tions which had happened in Portugal 5 but on my re- 
turn home to Valenciennes inHainault, having refted 
myfelf a while, my paflion for the hiftory I had 
begun was renewed, and I bethought 'myfelf that i 
KX)uld not impartially continue it, having only 
fieard riiat fide of the queftion which related to the 
king of Caftillc. It was proper therefore, tf I 
wifhed to avoid partiality, to hear what the Por- 
tuguefe had to fay, as I ^had Uftened ^ta the Qaif- 
cons and Spaniards inthe caftle of |«'oi^ >4od ilpon 
the road in going thither and in f esu|wiiig, Indtf- 
ferent as to bodily fatigue, I f<^ out ibr Bruges eoc- 
pcftmg to meet fome Portuguele and LMbomrs, 
as many of that nation are generafly there, I vos 
moft fortunate in my journey, for it was tjoid mc, 
and I fince found it tru?, that if I had coiifidiered 
for icren years, I could not have come more 
opportunely to Bruges than at that moment. I ha4 
only to go to Middleburgh in Zealand, where I 
Ihculd fiiul a valia^^t knight of Portugal, and of 
the king's eouncil, called don Juan Fernmdo de 
Tortelet, who would give me a true account of the • 
events that had palled in.Portugal, hayiiig iaeena 
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party concerned in all of them : he was but lately 
arrived, intending to embark for Pruflia, whither 
his valour led him. 

This intelligence rejoiced me nnich, and I fet out 
irom Bruges in company with a Portuguefe well 
acquainted with the knight. On our arrival at 
Sluys, we embarked, and, thanks to God, arrived 
fafely at Middleburgh. I made my felf acquainted, 
through my companion, with the knight, whom I 
found prudent, honourable, gracious and pleafant. 
I remained with him about fix days, and might 
have done fo longer had I pleafed, when the knight 
told me all that had happened in the wars between 
Caftille and Portugal, from the death of king Fer- 
dinand until the time Tie had left that country. He 
related it fo clearly and fully that I had great delight 
in hearing him, and in writing down what he had faid. 

When I had learnt all I wanted, and found the 
wind to be favourable, I took leave of the knight: 
he accompanied me to the veflel, as did fcvcral 
yich merchants of his country, who had come from 
Bruges thither to fee him, as well as other good 
people of Middlcburg^. In his company was the 
|bn of the count de Novaire*, in Portugal, and other 
knigl^ts and fquircs from thofe parts : but greater 
relpeft was paid to don Juan than to any of the 
others : and certainly, from what I faw, he was 
very deferving of it, for he was a hanJfome well 
inade man formed for vigorous exploits. 

I returned thence, through Bruges, home, where 
I chronicled all I had heard from don J uan Fernando 
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tie Portelet, relative to wh^ had puffed in the 
realms of Portugal and Caftille, mitil the year of 
oi^r Lord 13 90. 



CHAP. L. 

THE PORTUGUESE, AFTER THE BATTLE OF ALJU^ 
BAROTA, SEND AMBASSADORS TO ENGLAND. 
TO INFORM THE KING ANIP HIS NOBLES OF 
THAT EVENT, 

A FTER don John had defeated the Spaniards at 
;^ ^ the battle of Aljubarota, which took plaCf^ 
as you have heard, near the monaftery of Alcobajar, 
whereat Where flain fucih numbers pf knights and 
fquires from France, Gafcony and Caftille^ he re- 
turned triumphant to Lifbon^ hjs head crowned 
with laurel, like to the Roman con^erors of old. 
The Portuguefe highly honoured hinitfor his courage 
and viftofy; and, after many grand feftivals, a 
parliament was held by the barons, knights and 
magiftrates from the principal towns, on the ftate 
of the kingdom, and on the means by which they 
could beft perfevere in what they had been fo for- 
tunate in commencing. The wifeft amoi>g thcni 
faid, now was the time to ftrengthen themfelvcs, 
fo that they might be enabled to withftand the power 
of the king of Caftille, and enjoy with honour tQ 
themfclves the fruits of their yiftory. 

This 
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'This conference was holdcn in the cathedral 
church of St. Dominick at Lifbon, where manv 
propofals were made, but not fuch as were worth 
recording. It was at lad determined to fend to the 
duke of Lancaftcr, who claimed the crown of 
Caftille, in right of the lady Conftance, his duchefs, 
eldeft daughter to don Pedro the cruel, and indite 
letters to him in fuch terms as thefe : * That if 
'Cver he wifhed to claim the kingdom of Caftille, 
and not furrender his right, which had been fome 
time in fu(penfe and nearly loft, now was the timt 
for him to haften to Portugal, well accompanied 
by men at arms and archers/ 

The count de Novaire, conftable of Portugal, 
thus Ipoke at tile conference : * Since we have de- 
terraiined to fend to the duke of Lancaftcr, from 
whom we hope to have counfel and afliftancc, 
and it is the wifeft meafure we can take to make 
us feared by our enemies, let us feleft the beft 
inforined, and propcreft perfons to carry our 
roeflage to England, fo that the duke my be in- 
duced to come hither with fuch a force as may 
cn^le him, with what he receives from us, to 
oppofe and conquer his enemy. We may well fup- 
pofe, the king of Caftille will call fgr aid from the 
king of France and the French, as they know not 
where to feek adventures, for there is a truce 
between France and England until St. John the 
Baptift's day, and peace is now eftabliflied between 
France and the Flemings, who have found them 
fuH employment for feveral years paft.' 

This 
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This fpcech of the oonftabli was much ap- 
plaudedj and his advice followed. It was then 
ordered, that the grand mafter of the order of St, 
James, in the kingdom of Portugal, and Lawrence 
FongafTe, an able and prudent fquire, and who 
undcrftood and fpoke the Fl-ench language wcD, 
Ihould fet out for England 5 for^ according to the 
opinion of the king's council, there could not be 
found abler men to execute this bufinefs. Letters 
were drawn up in French and Latin, addreiled to 
the king of England, the duke of Lancafter, and 
his uncles of Cambridge and Ruckingham. Whea 
they had been fairly engrofled, they were read to 
the king and his council, who, finding them pro- 
perly done, had them fealed and delivered to the 
envoys, the grand mafter of St. James and Law- 
rence FongafTe, wh engaged to carry them to 
England, if God permitted, and if they ihould 
efcape from enemies and robbers ; for there are as 
many, if not more on the fea than on land. 

Having freighted a veffel called a Lin, which 
keeps nearer the wind than any other, they took 
leave of the king, the bifliop of Coimbra, aud the 
council of Portugal, and embarked for England. 
The wind was favourable, and they were three days 
without feeing any thing but fky and water: on 
the fourth, they difcovered the land of Cornwall* 
By God's aid, and favourable winds, from which 
their mariners knew how to profit, they arrived in 
fafety at Southampton, where they anchored. 
When they difembarked, to refrelh themfelves m 
the town, they were fummoned before the bailiff^ 

who 
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\rfwi d«lMU|(iedr whence they came and whither they 
were going. On anfweriQg that they were from 
Portugal* and fenc by the king and his council^ 
thty were made very welcome. After they had 
allowed themfelves fome reft, they were provided 
With horfes for their own ufe and that of their at-^ 
temlaDts, and with guides to conduA them to 
LoiKion^ for they were quite ignorant of the 
country and roads. , On leaving Southampton, 
they continued their journey until they arrived ki 
London, where they difraounted at the hotel of 
Falcon, kept by Thomelin de Winchefter, and 
then fent back their horfes and guides to South- 
ampton. 

Fortunately for them, the king and his court 
were at the time at Weftminfter, which rejoiced 
them much : being arrived at London about nine 
o'clock, they fat down to dixuier ; when that was 
over, having felefted their letters for the duke and 
duchefs of Lancafter, they waited on them. The 
duke, aitd duchefs were defirous to fee them, as 
they were anxious for news from Portugal. They 
had indeed heard fome rumours from that quarter, 
but haul not believed them, as they had not received 
any letters which tended to confirm the report. 

The grand mafter of St. James and Lawrence 
Fongafle were conduced into their prefence, and 
the latter^ on account of his facility in the French 
language, was the ipokefman. After his faluta- 
tion$, he gave the duke the letters he had brought 
6oA Poitngal, who, opening them, gave , the 
ducheis that which was addreiTed to her: having 

each 
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each read thertij the duke fatd^ ^ You are weldome, 
gentlemen, to this country: tvc ^ill to-morrow 
attend the king, and you (hall have afliftancei as it 
is but reafonable you fhould/ The duchefs, taking 
LaWrenc^e apart, afked the news of Caftillc and 
Portugail, and ^hat was going on in thofe parts^ 
Lawrence, have made exaft anfwers to all the 
lady's queftions, the duke ordered wine and fpices, 
of which the envoys partookj and cheii returned to 
their hotel. 

On the morrow, by fix o'clock, they again 
waited on the duke, who had heard mafs, and en- 
tering a large barge, rowed up the Thames to 
Weftminfter, where the king and the greater part 
of his council refided. 

The duke of Lancafter made them enter the 
council chamber, and, addrelling the king, faid, 
* My lord, here is the grand mafter of St. James 
in Portugal, who brings you letters: will you pleaie 
to fee them ?' * Willingly,' replied the king. 
Upon which, the two ambaffadors kneeling, prc- 
fented the letters, which the king having taken, 
he madq them rife, and then opened and read them* 
They gave alfo letters to the e^rls of Cambridge 
^^d Buckingham. 

The king replied very gracioufly to the ambaf- 
fadors, faying ; * You are welconje to this country, 
and your coming has given us much pleafurc. 
You will not immediately return, nor without 
having letters to your fatisfaftion. Make my &ir 
uncles acquainted with your bufinefs^ who will attend 
to it, and not allow it to flip their memories/ 

Thcf 
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They aafwered on their knees, * Very dear lord> 
we will cheerfully fe do.' They then quitted the 
couocii-chambery and amufed themfelves in the 
palace^ waiting for the duke of Lancafter, who 
remained in conference undl high noon. 

When the parliament rofe, the duke carried his 
two brothers, with the ambaiTadors, in his barge 
to dine with him. The earl of Cambridge was 
wcU acquainted with the grand mafter and Law- 
rence Fongafle, as he had known them in Px)rtu- 
gal. After dinner, he began a converfation with 
them in the preience of his brothers, and afked 
about the marriage of the lady Beatrice, who was 
to have been his daughter*in-law^ and how fhe 
went on. The ambafladors gave fuch anfwers as 
iatisfied the company. 

fieibre the arrival of thefe ambafladors^ the: 
4uke of Lancailer and earl of Cambridge had held 
frequent conferences refpeAing Caftille i for the 
earl^ ^ you iiave heard, was gready difpleafed * 
with the late king of Portugal for having remained 
fifteen day^ with iiis army in fight of that of Ca(^ 
tUIe without coming to an engagement. The earl 
had pointedly remarked this fault by faying; ^ I 
have only with me, fir king, one hundred lances 
and a thoufand archers j but I would have you juid 
your barons know that we have unanimoufly re- 
Iblyed xq xifk a batde with our enemies, and abide 
whatever be the event God may pleafe to ordain.* 
King Ferdinand replied, that neither himfelf nor 
council thought it advifable tp offer batde. Upon 
this, the earl of Cambridge left the country, car- 
VoL.VII. Bb rying 
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rylng his fon John wilh him tx> England, When he 
was departed, the king of Portugal pfFcrcd his 
daughter to the king of Caftille, to ftrengthen the 
peace, by the advice of don Fernando Audere, in 
whom alone he put confidence^ 

The king of Portugal afked his daughter whom 
fhe would prefer for her hufband, the king of 
Caftille or John of Cambridge : (he anfwercd, 
' The laft.' The king demaned, ' Why ?' ' Be- 
caufe he was a handfome youth, of her own age, 
and becaufe (he wifhed to avoid being united to the 
king of Caftille,* who, Ihe plainly faid, was not 
to her liking. The king, notwithftanding, to 
preferve peace, as their kingdoms adjoined each 
other, married her to the king of Caftillc. 

The earl of Cambridge was alfo much diilattsfied 
with don Fernando Audere, who had taken great 
pains to conclude a peace on the grounds of thk 
match. He had told his brother that he much 
fufpefted the Portuguefe would rebel againft die 
lady Beatrice, after her father's death ; for the 
majority of the people, although the king had 
efpoufed the lady Eleanora d'Acunha, confidered 
her as a baftard ; and, when he was there, great 
were the murmurs about it, and this was one reafon 
why he had fo haftily brought his fon thence. 

The duke of l^ancaftcr, whom thefe circum- 
ftances afFcfted more nearly, having married the 
elder helrefs of the late king of Caftille, by whom 
he had a daughter called Conftance, was anxious 
to learn as much as poflible refpefling the afiairs 
of Caftille, and not fuffer his claim to remain 

longer 
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longer in a ftate of fufpenfe. He perceived that 
he never could have a more convenient entrance 
into that country than through Portugal; more 
eipecially as king John was fo deHrous for him to 
come thither, and the king of England and his 
council had consented thereto. He looked on 
don John as valiant and wife, and honoured 
him much for the viftory he had won over the 
Caftillians. 

That he might gain more information as to the 
real ftate of Portugal, .together with the claims 
the lady Beatrice had on that crown, and the rea- 
fons why the commonalty had eleded the grand 
mafter of Avis their king, he invited the ambaf- 
fadors to a private dinner : when it was over» he 
ordered all the attendants out of his apartment^ 
and called the grand mafter of St. James and 
Lawrence Fongafle moft kindly to him> and began 
to converfe on the affairs of Portugal i but^ as 
Lawrence fpoke French fo fluendy, he addrefled 
himfcif to him, faying,—* Lawrence, I entreat 
you mill relate to me every thing that has hap- 
pened in Portugal fince my brother left it ; for 
the king of Portugal writes me word, that no one 
can give me fuch exaA information as yourfelf, 
and by fo doing you will very much oblig;e me.* 
* My lord,' replied the fquire, * your pleafure 
fhall be obeyed,* and he immediately began to 
this effed : 
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LAWRENCE FONGASSE, ONE OF THE AM:&ASSA- 
' DQRS FROM PORTUGAL TO ENGLAND^ RE- 
LATES TO THE DUICE OF LANCASTER THE 
EVENTS WHICH HAD HAPPENED IN PbkTtJ- 
<^AL SINCE THE EARL OV CAMBRIDGE HAD 
LEFT IT, 

^ 'T^HE kingdoni of Poiti^ has bfcen in great 
•*' troubk fincc the departure of the eari of 
Cambridge ; but, thanks to God, all has turned 
.out well, and affairs are now on a ftcidy footing. 
3f the Lotd had hot interfered, matters tnuft have 
ended badly, and all from the fault of don Fer- 
nando oiir laft king, as was generally reported 
arid believed by the more fenfible part of the 
nation. . 

■ 

' King Fernando fell defperately in lovt with 
the wife of one of" his knights calkd Lorenzo 
d'Acunha, and was fo much enamoured he would 
have her by force : the lady made die beft defence 
fhe could, but at length he fucceeded, aftd told 
her he would make her qufeen of Portugal, for 
that, if he was fmicten with her charms, it was not 
to lower her, but on the contrary to exalt and 
marry her.. * Ah, my lord!' replied the lady, 
,with tears and on l^er knees, ^ I beg your grace's 
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]l^doo : I can never have the honQyr gf being 
cjqepn of Porcugali for you knftw, as .wcJJ.as aU 
t|)c world, that I have a hufbancj, to whpm J hf^Yfi 
been married thcfe five years.* * Leonora,* laid 
the kiqg, * that fliall not prevent it ; for I will 
never have any other v^oman to wife fince I have 
enjoyed you ; bqt I will have you divorced from 
your hufband before I make you my bride.* 

^ The lady could not obtain any. other anfwer, 
and related all that had paiTed to her hufband. 
The knight, on Jiparing it, was very melancholy^ 
and bethought himfelf what was to be done : he 
refolved ^ firft never to quit his wife ; but, fuf- 
pet^ing the king's defigns, he fet out ffom Porr 
tugal towards Caftille, where he was well received 
by king Henry and appointed of his houfchqld* 
which appointment he held during his life^ and 
was continued in the ian^e by his fucceflbr don 
John. 

* The king of Portugal, to gratify his foolilh 
p^qn, fent tor tht lady and her hufband ; but the 
^ight was gone. He thei^ i^nt for the bifhop of 
Coimbra, who was chafipellor of the kingdom and 
of his council^ and tol|4 him his intendpn of marryr 
4ng X^onora d'Acun^. The bifhop was fUenc 
through fear, knowing the violence of the king's 
haughty t^oipex; l^yt fif* Fer^apdo Aw^^^* ^^^ 
W4S the king*! bo|pm friend and counff^lor, in 
prder to flc^ (hf kill^ f^^^f ^ Bifhop^ you may 
very well do it^ ^d Oiy loc^ will make atoneo^eni: 
p^e^fpr ^1.' T}ie ipif^pp wited thcvfi, and ^^ 
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liFcd together^ This lady was crowned queen of 
Portugal with as much pomp and magnificence as 
eircr queen of Portugal was -, and the king begot 
on her the lady Beatrice, now queen of Spain. 

^ True it is, that king Fernando, in his lifetime 
(it was before the earl- of Cambridge came with ' 
his army to Portugal) fummoned all the nobles, 
prelates, and principal citizens of his realm, to 
lilbon, and made them all fwear obedience to his 
dai^hter Beatrice, then only five years old i and 
pledge themfelves that they wpiild acknowledge 
her as heirefs of the kingdom after his deceafe. 
He made them take this oath, as he had ordered, 
whether they would or not. The greater part 
knew well this daughter was a baftard, and fapr^ 
in adultery ; for the hufband of her mother, don 
Lorenzo d'Acunha, relided in Cafliile, and has 
dutlived the king of Portugal. I believe, my 
lord, that had this child been a boy, the common^ 
alty would have been more inclined towards him ; 
for they declare they would rather die than live 
under fubjedion to CaftiUe : Portugal and Caftille 
can never be thoroughly united, for the natives of 
both countries hate each other, and carry on their 
wars with as much bitternefs as the Englifh and 
Scots/ 

^ The dtike of Lancafter was much delighted 
widi this converfation^ and with Lawrence fi'on- 
gaffc's riumner. He faid>— ;' Lawrence^ at the 
time you are talking of, where was don John^ the 
pitfent king ?< ^ By my i^, my *\^t^^* an- 
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fw^rcd the fquire^ 'he was in Poitugalj at the 
head of a noble cftablifhment of gentlemen^ who 
bear an order of chivalry from beyond fea» There 
are full two hundred knights of this order, who 
are drefled in white mantles with a red crofs on 
them : he is the chief, and called the Mafter of 
Avis. 

' The king gave him this appointment, but 
thought nothing more about him ; nor, indeed^ 
did he any way concern himfelf, or intermeddle 
v/ith the affairs of Portugal^ nor ever form any • 
intrigues for the crown, tertainly^ had the king 
guefled that he could have been what he is how^ 
the love he bore the lady Leonora and her dai^ter 
would have made him put him privately to death i 
but feeing him live quiedy with his brother 
knights, without interfering in any thing die, he 
fufFered him to go on without interruption^ 

' With regard jto the quarrpl between the Cafr 
tillians an4 Portuguefe, if I fay the truth, I mi^ 
own the C^illiq^ns have been alofie to blame/' 
* How fo ?' aflced thp dukc. * I will tell you/ 
replied the fquire. * When they faw the king of 
Portugal give his daughter in marriage to the king 
of Grille, it feemed to them as if he had done fo 
by way of buying a peace for them, and that we 
were afraid of them. Upon this they grew proud 
and arrogant, and niade ufe of fuch fpeeches jn^ 
follow^ which the Portuguefe were forced to hear: 
^ Oh now, ye Portuguefe, who arc as fava^ as 
jbeaftsj the time is coming when we fkall haye a 
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good bargain of ye, for yc are our flaves. We 
will treat you like Jew^, who only exift by our 
having granted them a truce, and yc fhall be like 
them fubjefted to us. This ye cannot deny, fince 
our king of Caftille will become yours' alfo/ With 
fuchlike fpeeches did the <3aftillians Ihew their 
rancour, whenever any of the two nations met, 
during the reign of don Fernando ; and this caufed 
fo great a hatred of the Portuguefe to the CaftU- 
lians, that when our king lay at the point of death, 
the citizens of the principal towns murmured ihuch, 
and faid, ' It were better to fuffer any tWng than 
Be under the fubjeftion of Caftille/ 

* After the death of Fernando, who was buried 
in the church of St. Francis, by the religious oif 
that order in Lifbon, the chief towns and callles 
clofed their gates. The Lifboners, being ax:- 
quainted with the intentions of the other three 
towns, Coimbra, Oporto and Ourique, fent for 
don John, the prefent king, and faid to hiitt,— 
' Matter of Avis, we will make you our king 
although you be a baftard : we think the lady 
Beatrice, your niece, and queen of Caftille, is 
more of a baftard than youi for the firft huft>and 
of the lady Leonora is now living. Since the 
crown is fallen between two baftards, we will 
choofe the one who will be to our greateft advan- 
tage : the more fenfible part of the nation is in- 
clined to you ; for never fhall a woman bear the 
crown of Portugal ; nor will we ever be under the 
obedience of Caftille. We had rather give up all 
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to youi that you majr defend us^ than have the 
Caftillians our mailers. Accept^ therefore^ this 
crown as our gift> for we will have it fo/ 

^ The majGter of Avis did not, however, accept 
it at this, nor at a fccond olFer -y but replied, — 
' My good people, I know well your afFedion for 
me s you offer itic the crown and realm of Por- 
tugal : a noble oSer, by declaring I have a better 
right to it than my niece Beatrice, the queen of 
Caftille: iii truth Ihc is a baftard, the mother's 
firft hufband being now in Caftille j but there is 
one point you' have Jtbrgotten^ which is, that you 
alone cannot z£t in this matter: it is neceflary 
that the nobles of the kingdom joici you. ' Ha,' 
ikid the Lifi>oners, < we are fure of them , for 
feveral have opened to us their minds on this fub- 
je6t, as well in this city, as in tbofe of Coimbra, 
Oporto andOurique.' 

' Don John replied,—' Well, be it fo then, I 
am vrilling to comply with your dcfires. You 
know that the lady Leonora, who ililes herieif 
queen of this country, is in the town, and with 
her her grand advifer, don Fernando Audere, who 
will ^uit to preferve the crown for the queen of 
Caftille and her defcendants ; for he broke off Her 
marriage with the fon of the earl of Cambridge, 
to give her to the king of Caftille, and patch up a 
peace. He will fend, or perhaps has already 
done fo, to the king of Caftille, to haften hither 
with a fufficient force to overpower us. I know 
that don Fernando has in part a6led as I fay, and 
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he will ftill more exert himfelf on the ciay of the 
obfequics of my late king and brother, which will 
(hortly be performed in this town, when all the 
nobility of the kingdom, unlefs they fend excufes, 
miift be aflembled/ 

' Thofc prefent anfwered, that he did not fur- 
j)Vifc them by what he had faid, for they well 
knew it was fo ; but, ihould they hear don Fer- 
nando fay any thing contrary to his intereft, they 
would that day provide a remedy againft it. Upon 
diis, die meeting broke up. 

' Not long after, the obfequies of the late king 
were performed in the church of the Francifcans. 
at Lifbon, where he lies, and the ceremony wa& 
attended by great numbers of the nobility, acr. 
cording to the invitations they had received froxxHf 
the queen, and Fernando Audere who goveroc^ 
her. The grand matter of Avis was prefent, 
and many from the towns of Coimbra, Qporto 
and Ourique, who had aflfented to what had: been 
propofcd at Lifbon. When the ceremony was avcr^ 
don Fernando Audere entreated the nobility, who 
had aflifted in behalf of the queen, not to leave 
Lifbon for a day or two, that he might have a 
conference with them, on the means he Ihould, uic 
to fend to king John of Caftille, as his queen was 
now become the legal heirefs of Portugal. Many 
of the nobles paid no attention to what he had faid; 
for they were afraid of thjt people then prefent^ as 
they had heard them declare, they would only lunrc 
the mafler of Avis for their monarchy and this 
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Fikewifc was heard by don Fernando. He begged 
die nobles to fupport him fteadiljr in his attempu 
to bring the people to his way of thinlBng ; but 
they all left him. As foon as the funeral was 
ended and the queen had returned to her palace, 
they called for their horfes, which the majority 
mounted, and fet out from Lifbon. 

' Some few, attached to the grand matter, 
might remain, but they retired to their houfes, 
and kept within, expeAing the event to happen 
which I ^m about to relate. 

* The citizens of Lifbon, Coimbra, Ourique 
and Oporto, after the funeral, went to the cathe- 
dral which is dedicated to St. Dominick, inftead 
of going to their homes, and the grand mafler 
with them, where they held a fliort conference. 

* My good people,' f^d don John, ^ if you 
wifh to have me your king, which I think my juft 
light, and are refolved to pcrfevere in it, you muft 
now beftir yourfelves, and begin by aftingto fhow 
your ftrtngth. You have feen how Fernando Au* 
dcre is working on the nobles to fend for the king 
of Caftille, to whom he fays the crown of Portugal 
now belongs in right of my niece ; but I maintain 
that it fhall, if you affift me, be mines for I have 
n much better claim to it in every way. I am a 
man, and the fon of the good;- don Pedro who fo 
gallantly reigned over you. My niece, the queen 
bf Caftille, it is true, is daughter to don Ferdi- 
nand, but not in legal marriage.* The Li{boners: 
«plied,r-»* What you fay is true : we will have 
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you for our king : no one clfe ; ^d wc wU) ma,ke 
you fuch, let who will urge u$ tf^ thf ccoatxaryw 
Now, fwear before us that you will be good aivi 
merciful> and maintain ftri£i: juftic<;y witjiQUt flatn 
tering the ftrong more than the weak > w4 th^t 
you will defend^ with heart apd hand^ in con- 
jnnftion with our aid, the rights and priviieges of 
Portugal.' 

* The king replied, — ;^ My good peoplCji I npw 
heartily fwear to follow what you have faid i Ip^t 
let us haften to the mint, where John Feraando 
Auderc re fides with Leonora d'Acuiihai for I muft 
have him put to deaths as he has a&ed contrafy tp 
our intcrefts, in fupporting the clainis of ot^ucp 
than thofe you wiih well to.' ^ We will dp {%' 
they anfwered ; ' for in truth he has beiwre^ W 
you like a rebel, and ihall die for itj (h^ thofe 
who are your enemies may take example,' 

* On faying this, the Liiboners left di^ chuirclf 
of St. Dominick, in the whole abo^t l^ftefi;^ h\a^ 
dred, headed by their new king, aifd omrched 
through the town towards the min;, wt^eie thic 
queen and Fernando Audere, with their atten- 
dants, lived. On their arrival, they broke open 
the doors, and entered the lady's apartment by 
force. Leonora, much alarmed on feeing thif 
crowd enter her chamber, threw hqrfeif on hor 
knees before don John, and with uplifted hands 

» begged his mercy, for that ihe was not guUty of 
anymifdeedsi and, as for the crown or inha> 
tance of Portugal, |he h^ never made .any dffgp 

to 



sat 

Wtherii, iisftitey |)rtfefttk«cw^ iftheywbiild ht 
5^1e^itd to iti*tf!ib<r. ' I entreat, therefore, you 
ahd all the tbmpany to recoUeft, rfiat k was con- 
trary t6 my ♦rill ahd wi(h that don Ferdinand ex- 
alted me to be his wife and queen of Portugal/ 

' Lady/ replied don John, * fear nothing, for 
itoc the Jeall hartfi (hall be done you : we 4x^ ncit 
come hfBhef*-%ith fuch intent> but to feck that 
traitor J<Aft ^Fftitt^ndo AiJdew> mid put him to 
<]eath ; ainfd ^A tht kkig of Ctftitte may revenge 
it if he can, for he has been his advocate too long 
in this country/ Thofc who had teen or^red to 
do fo fought the knight, whom they ^fcovered 
and flew : after this, no perfon was injured -, but 
they all returned peaceably to their homes^ and 
the king retired to the palace. 

' After *e death of Fernando, the lady Leo- 
nora, who had been queen of Portugal, was de- 
lirous of quittii^ Lilbon and retiring to her 
daughter in Caftille ; for Ihe had been fp much 
alarmed by the mt^rder of Fernando, that (he had 
almoft died through fear. She would not therefore 
remain longer in Lifbon, where ftie had neither 
•peace nor refpeft, but fent to afk leave of the king 
to depart, who readily granted her reqiicft, adding, 
Ihe was in the right to go away. The lady fct off 
with her attendants, and continued her journey 
until (he came to Seville, where the king and 
iqueen of Spain ^refided. She found almoft all the 
nobility of Spain aflcmbled there in Parliament, 
on the fubjedt of Portugal; for king John de- 
clared 
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clared that kingdom wis now fallen to him by the 
death of don Ferdinand, who had fi> fetded it 
when he married the lady Beatrice j mid^ the ftates 
of the country having likewife agreed to it, be 
wanted their advice how to,a£t* 

* The lady Leonora was received with joy by 
the king and her daughter, and many inquiries 
were made relative to what waa paflUig in Por- 
tugal. She told them truly ^very cfaing fiie knew» 
and addedj that the peofik would alluredly ciown 
the mailer of Avis king, if hot prevented j for 
that, don Fernando Audere having been always a 
zealous friend to the rights of Caftilkj they had 
murdered him. They readily believed what flic 
faid, as every appearance teftificd its truth. 

' Some knights and barons of Portugal, from 
affedion to the daughter of their late king, and 
to keep the folcmn engagements they had entered 
into at her marriage, quitted their country, and 
joined the king of Caftille at Seville, leaving be- 
hind their wealth and properties. Among them 
were, don Pedro Pcrcyra, grand prior of St. 
John, don Henriquez Manuel, count of Cintra, 
Juan Texeda, chancellor to the queen, and about 
twenty more, which emigration at the moment 
greatly weakened Portugal, and much pleafcd 
the king of Spain, who was ftrehgthencd there- 

by. 

* The king of Spain iflued a fpecial fummons 
throughout his realm for all perfons capable of 
bearing arms, from the ages of fifteen to fixty, 

to 
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to hsSitn to Seville ; for he .^was determined to 
enter Portugal with a force fufficicnt to conquer 
.k and make it his own. His conunands were 
obeyed ; and there were aflcmblcd before Seville 
upwards of fixty thoufand men of every defcrip- 
tion. 

. ' Lorenzo d'Acunha, on hearing that his wife^ 
iwhom ithe late king of Portugal had raviihed from 
ifaim and macfe his queen> was arrived in Caftille^ 
waited on fome of the king's council bywhoili he 
iwas beloved^ and aiked their advice in the follow- 
ing terms : ' My lords and aflfured friends^ have I 
any means to obtain poileffion of my wife, who has 
left Portugal and is now in Seville ? I know diat 
fe^dinand took her by fbrce^ and againfl her 
inclinations. He isj as you know^ 4cad ; and in 
ijuftice^ therefore, I ought to have back my wife : 
•tell me, then, how I flipuld aft/ They replied, — 
* Lorenzo, there is not any chance of your ever 
.having her again ; for you would rifk too much, 
^4Uid debafe the honour of the lady, as well as that 
of the queen of Caftille, and eftablifli her baf- 
. tardy. You fee, that our king is determined to 
conquer Portugal, and add it to his crown, as 
appertaining to bim in right of his queen. Take 
care not to muddle more by your claims what is 
already troubled enough, for you will be put to 
death if you perfcvere. You may judge yourfelf 
what may be expefited, if you prove the queen 
a baftard, which we maintain in this country 
to be falfe, and that Ihe was born in legal 



marriage 
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marriage 1>y t tfiijpenTaQen in dtie form £ram tte 
pope/ 

^ What had I bed A), then ?• faid Lorcuztj. 
^ The bcft \vay for you to aft is to fet out inftandy 
foir your eft ate in Portugal, and leave the fadjr 
Leonora with her daughter : we fee no other means 
€f fafety for you/ 

' On my troA, Z Iwdieve ymt advife mc life 
real friends/ anfwercd Lorento* He oriy ftaid 
three days after this taiverfation in CaftiUe, and, 
having fetretly padked up his things, rode off in 
l^afte to Portugal, where te waited on the matter 
of Avis, faying he was come to ferve undw him, 
for he acknowledged him his king. 

* Don John was rejoiced* at this, made him 
governor of Lifbon, and reftored to him all his 
property. Thus, as I have rekted to you, my 
lord, was the fortune of Lorenzo d'Acunha re- 
ftored to him.' 

The duke of Lancafter took great pleafurc in this 
convcrfation ^ith Lawrence 'Fongaffe, for he ipoke 
French well, and the matter concerned him nearly. 
He was anxious to learn as much as poflible, and, 
with great kindnefs, faid, — ' Lawrence, Ipe^ out 
boldly : I have not for thefe two years heard any 
foreigner fo explicit, and all you fay appears truth 
itfelf. Continue, therefore, I beg of you; for the 
king of Portugal writes me word, you arc the 
only pcrfon who can give me the fiilleft informa- 
tion of what has happened in that countty/ 

' My 
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* My lord/ returned the fquire, ^ thc^fe have 
been few dttds of arms done in Caftille and Por- 
tugal but on occafions when I have been an aftor 
in them -, and^ fince it pleafcs you that I continue 
my narration, I will do fo. 

* King John of Caftille aflembkd his forces as 
fpecdily as he coUldj and marched with a gi-eac 
J)ower before Lilbon^ prior to the coronation of 
the king, in order to alarm the inhabitants and 
make good his claim to the kingdom. He ad- 
vanced to Santarcn, which is on the borders, and 
halted there two days. The gartifon and townf- 
meh, alarmed at his numbers, opened their gates^ 
and furrcndered themfelves to him. When he had 
taken poffeflion and re-garrifoned the place, he 
mafcrhed to Leyria*, which is a very ftrong townj 
and furt-ounded it. Leyria was attached to the 
Spahifli interefti for the town forrtied part of 
queen Leonora's dower; andj at the firft attack 
of the king of Caftille, it inftantly furrendered* 
Having left dierc a ftrong body of men at armsj 
he advanced to Valenza d' Alcantara, and laid liege 
to it. He fent to tell the townfmen to humble 
themfelves before him and receive him as their 



* Leyril. Froiflart calls it Tujr; but Tuy is a town of 
Spain, on the oppoQte fide of the liver Minho to Valencia. 
There mud be Tcfhe mlllakes ; for the king of Spain^ on Ieav< 
ing Seville, marches to befiege Lifbon. He comes to Santaren : 
fo far is well : but from thence he turns Off to Leyria and Va- 
lenza d'Alcantara ^ and, when the battle of Aljubarota takes, 
place, the Portuguefe m^irch from Guimaraens to combat the 
Spaniards. 

Vol. VII. Cc krJ. 



386 

lord. The citizens replied, by advifing him to 
march away to Lifbon, adding, that as foon a3 
they fliould know he had gained that town by affec- 
tion or force, they would fend him the keys of 
Vaknza. This anfwer being agreeable to the king 
of Spain, he marched away. Another town called 
Serpa, which the king wifhed to gain, made a 
fimilar anfwer. Other towns did the fame, fo that 
he took the road to Lifbon ; for he imagined, if he 
could conquer that city, he would foon mafler the 
remainder of the country. Wherever the king 
marched, he carried his queen with him, to fhew 
the Portugutfe that it was in her right he claimed 
the crown, and that he had a jufl caufe for fo doing. 

' Don John of Caftille arrived with his whole 
army before Lifbon, and by his manner of forming 
the fiege plainly Ihewed he would not break it up 
until he had it in his power. He menaced the 
mafler of Avis, who was within the town, that if 
he could take him, he would put him and all the 
other rebels to an ignominious death. 

* The army of don John was very numerous ; 
and the Caflillians and the French, who had come 
to his afliflance, had fo clofcly furrounded Lifbon, 
that no one could come out or go in without danger 
of being taken. When any Portuguefe were made 
prifoners by the Caflillians in a fkirmifh or other- 
wife, their eyes were torn out, their legs, a;-ms or 
other members were cut -off, and in fuch maimed 
llate they were fent back to Lifbon and bid tell 
their town's folk that they had been fo treated in 
defpite of the Lifboners and their mafler of Avis, 

whom 
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\chom they were fo eager to crown king ; and that 
they would keep the fiegc until they had won the 
town by ftorm or famine^ when they would (hew 
mercy to none> but put all to death, and give up 
the city to fire and flame. 

' The Lifboncrs, however, did not revenge 
themfelves fo cruelly -, for, whenever they made 
any prifoners, their king afforded them every com- 
fort and did not fend them back with hurt of any 
forti This made many of the army fay, he was 
a gdlant fellow thus to return good for evil. 

' During this fiege of Lifbon, which lafted up- 
wards of a y6ar, there were every week two or 
more (kirmifties, in which many were killed and 
wounded on both fides. The town was befieged 
by fea as well as by land j and the befiegers had 
plenty of all things, for provifions came to them 
from difiercnt parts of Spain. 

* The Spaniards made one courfe up to the very 
gates of Lifbon : when Lorenzo d'Acunha fallied 
forth out of the barriers with his pennon, having 
the arms of Acunha borne before him, accompanied 
by many gallant friends, and excellent deeds of 
arms were then done with lance and dart.' 

* By my faith, Lawrence,* faid the duke of 
Lancaflcr, * of all the arms, the Caflillians and 
your countrymen ufe, I love the dart the beft, and 
like to fee it ufed : they are very expert at it; and 
I muft fay, that whoever they hit with it, unlefs 
ftrongly armed, he will be pierced through.' ^ In-* 
deed, my lord, you fay truly: for I faw more 
bodies transfixed at thefe afTaults than I ever wit* 

C c 2 nefTcd 
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neffcd before in my life Wc Icrfl one whom we 
much regretted. Lorenzo d'Acunha was ftruck 
with a dart that pafTed through his phtes, his coat 
of mkil and jacket, though fluffed with filk, and his 
whole body, fo that he was felled to the grptindr. 
The fkirmifh ceafed on account of the dead knight; 
and thus was the lady Leonora made a widow, in 
one year> of both her hufbands, 

* Lorenzo d'Acunha was much lamented, my 
lord, for he was viiliant in arms, and prudent b 
council. After his death, his coufin called laPouuaffc 
d'Acunha, was appointed governor of Lifbon. He 
made three or four Tallies on the Spaniards, in 
which he was vidorious. 

' The fiege of Lilbon was continued t30 the 
great difmay of the inhabitants ; for no fuccour 
feemcd likely to come to them from any quarter. 
When their hopes began to fail of help from 
England, the king was advifed to embark for that 
country, as their ambaflfadors had brought intelli- 
gence thence that afliftancc would be fent ; and 
that your grace would bring reinforcements/ * In 
God's name, that is very true,' replied the duke 
of Lancafter ; * for I was on the point of failing, 
having every thing prepared, when the war in 
Flanders broke out. The men of Ghent calkd on 
England for aid ; and they had given to them all, 
cr at Icaft the greater part, of thofc troops which 
I was to have led into Portugal. The bifbop of 
Norwich carried them with him beyond fca, and 
thus retarded die cxpcdidon to Portugal.' * i 
vow to God, my lord,* faid the fquire, * wc ia 

Lifboa 
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Lifboh thought there had romcthing happened in 
England to prevent your coming to ms: Wc 
managed, however, as well as wc could, and bore 
up againft the power of the king of Caftillc, which 
was not fmall ; for he had upwards of fixty thon- 
fand men oq fea and land, and menaced d^y to 
deftroy us widiout mercy, and bum liibon to die 
ground. 

* During this fiegc of Liflnm, a lord of our 
country called d'Acofta, did us a nt^tafole piece of 
fervice, and gained by it great nenown. He freighted 
and armed twenty galleys at Oporto with good 
men at arms and provifion, with which he put to 
fea, aiKl by die grace of God, having a favourable 
wind CO fccond their exertions, paflcd through the 
Spanifh fleet, confiding of one hundred great veffels, 
that were layii^ at anchor before Lifbon, fo op- 
portunely that, whether they would or not, he 
arrived in die port with all his galleys unhuit, 
carrying with him four of the enemy's vcflels which 
he had conquered. The inhabitants were v^ry 
much rejoiced at the fuccefs and arrival of die lord 
d'Acofta.' ' 

* By my faith/ faid the duke, * this lord d' Acofta 
did you indeed a great fervkc. Now, Lawxenc^ 
relate to me how this liege was rai&d, for I am 
well fatisfiedwith yourconverfation.' * My lord,* 
replied die fquire, * the ficge lafted, as I have faid, 
upWM-ds of a year j for the king of Caftiile had 
fworn he would never break it up until Li&on weite 
under his obedience, or until fame more powerful 
prince Ihould fonx him to it. " 

C c 3 * Confidering 
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' Confidering what happened,^ the king of Caftillc 
religioufly kept his vow of not breaking up the 
liege, unlefs forced to it by a more powerful lord, 
as I will explain. A moft deftruftive pcftilenoc 
burft out in his camp, fo that perfons died fuddenly 
whilft in converfktion with each other. Up- 
wards of twenty thoufand were carried off by this 
plague i which fo much alarmed the king, that he 
was advifed to break up the fiege, and retire to 
Santaren, or elfewhere, and difband his army until 
the diforder fhould be checked. He confcntcd to 
this very unwillingly ; for he had folemnly fwom 
he would never leave the place until he had won it 
by fair or foul means j but he was forced to it by 
the principal lords in his army, who preflcd him 
to march to Santaren. 

^ My lord, we Portuguefe have always thought, 
and have pubicly faid, that the Almighty, to afford 
us affiftance, had, out of his grace, fent this pefti-r 
lence among our enemies; for thofe in the city 
wherein we were inclofed never felt the fmalleft at- 
tack from any fuch ficknefs, nor did we lofe a man. 

* Our king when he faw the Caftillians marching 
away, made the townfmen and garrifon of Lifbon 
arm, and, fallying out on horfeback, fell on the 
rear of thofe who were not in good array, broke 
their ranks, killed and wounded great numbers, 
and captured many of their ftorcs. He alfo iflued 
a proclamation, that no one, under pain of death, 
Ihould touch or carry into Lifbon any of the pro- 
vifion the Spaniards had left in their camp, but 
that every thing fhould be burnt, th^t the town 

might 
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might not be infcftcd. All the provifion and ftores 
were given up to the flames ; but I believe, where- 
ever any money and plate were found, better care 
was taken of them. 

^ The king of Caftille, on his arrival at Santaren, 
which is on the borders of his realm, remained 
there for fome time. He made the nioft earneft 
folicitations to France for fuccour, but mure par- 
ticularly to Gafcony, Beam and the county of Foix, 
whither he fent three horfes laden with nobles of 
Caftille and florins, as an advance to knights and 
fquircs, for he well knew he could not by any other 
ineans induce them to quit their caftles or country. 

^ The courage of the barons and knights of Por- 
tugal was much exalted when they found the king of 
Caftille had retired frqm Lift)on, which he had 
belieged for upwards of a year; but more efpecially 
the commonalities of Qporto, Ourique and Coim- 
bra. They took counfel together, and inftantly 
determined to crown the mafter of Avis king; for 
they had, through their love and good pleaftirc,' 
already raifcd him to that honour, faying it wm c 
common wifti of the country, and that Gcd v/w 0. 
tliat he ftiould be crowned, for he h^d dllpl . 'i 
his virtues to the Caftillians.. , 

^ It was proclaimed throughout the cou* 
that all intereftcd ihould be at Coimbraoii; 
day, when thv- mallei* of Avit; would bv . ; 
crowned king of Portugal. Aw. ch fr nt • : ; ' 

and, confidering die fizt of tlic cou: i 

numerous body, atr^^nded the coror.- 
was performed by the blfhops and p. .■..■■ • ,• 
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great pomp, in the cathedral church of Coknbisi 
dedicated to St, Mary 3, on Trinity-day in the year 
of grace 1384. The king on that day created fixty 
knights^ as well of his own a3 from foreign 
countries. 

* There were magnificent feftivals at Coimt^a, 
which lafted for two or three days. The b;iFons, 
counts, knights and fquires,* who held ikfs of the 
crown, renewed their homage ; and the king fwore 
to govern the realm with juftice, and to maintain 
all their rights. The people (wore to obey faith-^ 
fully the king and his heirs after him, whether 
male or female, and never to defeiFt him iintij 
death. Thus palled the coronation of the king of 
"Portugal. 

^ The kiiig of CaftiUe, on hearing th^ the 
Portuguefe,* and particularly the ceaimons> had 
crowned the mailer of Avis^ king, and had fworn^ 
to him homage and fidelity, was more penllve than 
before ; for he did not imagine they woiild have 
been in fuch hafte to crown him, as he had in hi& 
^niy {o many of the nobles of Portugal. He laid 
to thofe ^ear him, — * I fee clearly that by fair or 
foul means I muft conquer what is my own, if I 
wilh to poffefs it; for there will never be any peace 
between Caftille and Portugal until the Portuguefc 
have made amends for what they have done.* 

^ After the coronation, the king went to Lilbon„ 
where he remained, aiid attended diligendy to the 
affairs of his kingdom^, at the fame time en- 
deavouring to acquire the affeftion q( Ws fubge^. 
He i^i^ knights and fquires ta alt his garriibos on 

th^ 
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the frontiers of Spain, for the king of Caflillc was 
now returned to Seville, 

^ The king of Portugal ordered fir John Fer- 
dinand Portelet, an able and valiant knight, full of 
cnterprifc, to Treutouft *, and with him two ex- 
ceDent knights, fir Vafco d' Acofta, and his brother 
fir William d' Acofta, and two hundred good men 
at arms well mounted. Sir John de Percira was 
fent with fifty lances to the caftle of Leyria, near 
Aljubarota 5 fir John James de Saules to Valen^a, 
which is oppofite to the town of Tuy ; this place 
had turned to the Spaniards when they marched to 
Lilbon, and in it was t numerous garrifon of 
Caftillians and French. 

' Sir Nondeck Radigo, was ordered to Serpi 
with fifty Ipears: to Oporto, Coimbra and Ourique 
the king fent none, for he knew the loyalty and 
aittachment of thofe cities to his caufe. Thu^ as I 
tell you, were all thetlrong places^garrifonec^ and 
there were frequent flcirmifties with one or the 
other ; in which, as muft happen, fomeumes one 
fide gained, fometimes knother. There was, in 
particular, one cekbraSed flcirmifh between the 
garrifon of Treutoufe and the Caftillians/ 

' Ah, Lawrence,* interrupted the duke, * do 
not pafs this over flightly, but tell me all the pattr- 
ticulars j for my greateft delight is the hearing of 
gallant deeds of arms.' ^ My lord,' replied the 

I ■ — ^^— 

I 

• Treutoufe. It is thus in all my copies, MS. and printed; 
but I cannot correA the miftalce othcnvifc than by fuppofing it 
to mean EftrernQX. 

fquire. 
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iquii'C, * it is but right I Ihould do fo j for I wdl 
remember every thing that happened, as I wa$ 
banner bearer on that day to fir John Ferdinand 
de Portelet, governor of Treutoufe, who begaa 
the fkirmifh. 

* You mull know, my lord, that the kingof Caftillc 
had placed good garrifons in all his towns on the 
frontier, who, by coUefting at times together iq 
one body, overran and much harafled the country, 
It happened that feven Spanifti captain^ of high 
birth and valour, aflembl^d a body of three hun- 
dred lances, well mounted^i with which th^y en- 
tered Portugal, and made a gre^t booty of pillage 
and prifoners. They might have returned intq 
Caftille had they pleafcdj but their pride and pre- 
fumption urged them to boaft they would fee what^ 
the garrifon of Treutoufe was made of. The whole 
country fled before them^^ fo that the governor waS; 
apprifed of the invafion^ He called for his arms^ 
on hearing the enemy were in the plain, and had 
his trumpet founded, to alarm the knights in thp, 
town. All armed in hafte, and, mounting their 
fteeds, fallied oiit of their jplacfe, when, on mufter-. 
ing themfelves, they amounted to full two hundredj 
fpearsn They drew up in good array, ancj Ihewed 
plainly they were in earneft to meet their enemies^ 
On demanding from the runaways, who were haftcn-. 
ing to fave themfelves in Treutoufe, where the 
Caftillians might be found, they anfwered, not far 
offi as they were only marching at a foot's pace, 
on account of the quantity of booty they had with, 
them. 

' Sir 
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' Sir John Ferdinand Portelet was rejoiced on 
hearing this, and faid to his companions, the bro- 
thers d'Acofta, — ^ My lords, let us advance, I 
beg of you ; for I will never enter town nor caftlc 
until I have feen our enemies, to offer them battle ; 
and by every means attempt to recover their pillage 
and the prifoners they are carrying away.' He 
then added, — ' Lawrence, difplay my banner ; for 
we fhallfpeedily come up with the enemy/ linftantly 
obeyed this order ; and, as we rode on at a good 
pace, we foon faw the duft the Caftillians made. 
We took advantage of the fun being in our back 
and overtook them. 

' The enemy, perceiving us, halted, and drew 
up in good array, placing their prifoners and 
plunder on one fide. We were fo near each other, 
that we could fpe^k to them, and noticed three 
banners and four pennons ; and we judged they 
were full three hundred, all well mounted. I will 
tell you the names of the captains : there were fir 
John Radighos de Caftenans, a baron of Caftille, 
fir Silv^grefie d'AUcnes, fir Adioutallc de Toledo, 
fir Jou^aile de Caflelle, fir John Radighos, de 
Peure and Dioftenfes d'Agoufe. 

^ When we were thus near to each other, both 
parties difmounted, and the horfes given to the 
pages and varlets; but before any blow was (truck, 
there was a parley held by the leaders of each troop; 
and, being prefent, I heard every thing that Was 
faid. Sir John Portelet began, by aflcing them 
why they had thus invaded and plundered Portugal ? 
gir Adioutalle replied, that they had a right to in^ 
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vad€ any country they chofe, to chaftife rebels i 
for they had been commanded by their lord, the 
king of Caftille, who v/as the true lord of Portugal^ 
to enter that country, and plunder it; and, thein- 
liabitants being rebels, they were carrying them 
away as prifoners. ^ You (hall not carry them 
away, nor their property neither,* faid fir John 
Portelet ; * for we will take them from you, as yo^ 
iiave not any right thus to aft. Do you not know 
that we have a king of our own, who has fworn to 
govern juftly, and punifh all thieves and robbers J 
I therefore order you, in his name, to lay down d\ 
that you have pillaged in Portugal, or elfe we ihafi 
fight with you, having juftice on our fide." 

^ Sir Adioutalle de Toledo anfwercd, — ^ As for 
our prifoners, we will not for certain yield them up -^ 
but, in regard to other matters we will confidcr 
of it.' 

* The Caftillian chiefs then withdrew to hold a 
confultation, and plainly Ihewcd, by what foUowcd> 
that although they had thus vauntingly advanced 
to Treutoufe, they would readily have been excufed 
a battle. After a fliort delay, they faid, that in 
regard to the cattle, they had determined to give 
them up, as well as the horfes, and other things 
which would embarrafs them on their return, but 
that they would keep the prifcMiers. ' Oh but,* 
ireplied the Portuguefe, ' it fhall not be foj for 
you muft give up all, or fight.* The batde, upon 
this, commenced very ftiarply, for neither pftrty 
fpared itfelf j they were both aftive, and the fieM 
tjf battle was extcnfive. Javelins were thrown with 
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fuch force, that whoever they ftruck, unlefs WeH 
arnied> was knocked down. Many gallant deeds 
were done ; and fir John Fernando. Portelct raade 
good ufe of his battle*axe, as did the two brothers 
Acofta make great havoc with theirs. 

' The Caftillians, on their part, behaved ad- 
mirably ; and their fighting and pufhing laftcd up- 
wards of three hours, without either fide being 
Ihaken. It was wonderful how they could remain 
fo long a time under arms, but their anxiety to 
leave the field with honour fupportcd them ; and I 
muft fay, that both nations arc hardy in fi^t» 
more particularly when they feel the neceflity of it. 
They were fo long and fo equally engaged, thac 
any one who had (ccn them would not have known 
which fide would be viftor. However, thanks to 
God, no banner nor pennon was damaged in our 
army ; but thofe of our adverfaries began to give 
way, which gready encouraged our men, who were 
now as frefh as ever, and, fliouting out ^ St. George 
for Portugal ! ' broke through the ranks of the Caf- 
tillians, and began to knock down on all fides. Such 
deadly fl:rokes were given with battle-axes and 
leaden mallets, that they were completely defeated. 
The pages, feeing the difcomfiture of their mafters* 
took advantage of their horf^s and galloped oflf.- 
Of the fcvcn captains only one efcaped, and he was 
ndebted for it to his good page, who, perceiving 
him hard preflTed, brought him a horfe, and, having 
mounted him, led him out of the batde, fo that 
Joutalle de Caffellc that day received a moft effen- 
tiajl fcrvice from his page. All the re^ were put 
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to death, for quarter was fhewn to none, Thusl 
were tlie Caftillians defeated by fir John Fernando 
Portclet, though they were at leaft two to one 
more in numbers, on a Wednefday, in the month 
of Odtober, near the town of Treutoufe, in the 
year of our Lord 1384. 

* When all was over, and the field clear, ouf 
men mounted their horfes, and gave liberty to all 
whom the Caftillians had captured : they alfo 
allowed them to carry away as much of the plunder^ 
as they plcafed ; but the catde, which amounted 
to more than eight hundred, were di'ji^en to the 
town, as,afupply for the garrifon. On re-enter- 
ing Treutoufe, we were received with fo much 
joy, that the inhabitants could not make too much 
of us, for having freed the country of its enemies^ 
All who heard of this batde prailed us moft highly 
for our valour. 

* We had another fuccefsful engagement in the 
plains of Seville : but I will firft relate the moft: 
brilliant fuccefs that has, for thefe two hundred 
years, ever happened to a king of Portugal, and 
which our king had, about four months ago, when 
the enemy were upwards of four to one, all of 
them excellent men at arms and of high renown, 
which makes our viftory the more glorious. But 
I fancy, my lord, you have heajd enough of this* 
battle before ; and, being now fufficiently tired» I 
had better end the converfati on 

* Oh by no means,' replied the duke : * con- 
tinue your narrative, for I fliall cheerfully liften to 
you. In truth, I have in my houfehold a herald, 
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called Derby, who was, as he fays, prefent^ this 
battle^ and tells us that our countiyitien performed 
wonders ; but I doubt it much, for I cannot con 
ceive that any numbers could have been there, as 
my brother Cambridge, when he left Portugal, 
brought back all the Englifh and Gafcons who had 
accompanied him. There are many heralds fuch 
liars, they exaggerate or depreciate according to 
their affcdions or diflikes ; and, fince thefe boafted 
exploits cannot have been forgotten, I fhall thank 
you to be very particular about them, whenever 
you fpeak of that part of the battle/ 

^ On my troth,' anfwered Lawrence,, ^ there 
were hot with our king, at the battle of Aljuba- 
rota, more than two hundred foreigners, including 
Englilh, Gafcons and Germans. The ableft cap- 
tains among them were two Gafcons, and a Ger- 
man from the duchy of Gueldres, whofe names 
were, fir William de Montferrand, and Bernar- 
don, Gafcons, and Albert the German. There 
were a few Englifh archers ; but I never heard any 
name of note except of two fquires, Northbury 
and Hartfel, who aflifted at the council whenever 
the king had it affembled.' 

* Now relate to me how this famous batde was 
fought,' faid the duke. ^ Willingly,' replied the 
fquire, ^ for it wa^ for this I was fent hither. I 
hav£ already told you, that before the coronation 
of our king at Coimbra, the king of Caftille had 
raifed the fiege of Lifbon, on account of the great 
mortality in his army, and had retired* to Santaren. 
He was greariy mortified when he heard of the 
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CObonatioti o^kii^g John^ in oppolition to hh ckim 
on Portugal in right of his quecn> atid was adTifed 
to fend c^ery where for men at arms, efpccially to 
France, as the French had before been their allies 
in the wars of his father the late king. His coun- 
cil faid i ^ My lord, you only want one fuceef&ftil 
battle over the Portiiguefe to have them under 
your fubjcftion ; for that kingdom is, as you know, 
much divided in regard to the pcrfon to whom the 
crown belongs* You have now with you its prin- 
cipal nobles, who have Acknowledged your right, 
which is afliiredly of great importance to your 
war. If you march to combat this baftard of 
Portugal, whom the commonalty have crowned 
king, before he . be reinforced by the Englifh, 
you will conquer him, and the Country be your 
own, for it is no£ of that extent but wc can fooil 
overrun it. 

* The king of Caftille fent envoys to France^ 
Poitou, Brittany, Normandy and many other 
peaces where he thought it probaible men at arms 
would come to fcrve him, but more particularly 
into Beam, whence indeed numbers of valiant 
knights and fquires did come. From that country 
there were more than from any other; and *the 
army amounted, when at Santaren> to upwards 
of feven hqndred lances and thirty tiioufand Spsf- 
niards, all well mounted, and eager to do us mis- 
chief. 

* News was foOit carried to Portugal of die 
great power the king of Caftillchad coUccled^ and 
that be intended to renew again the fiege of Lifbon. 
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l!'lie king held a coundl to cbafidei' hoW he ihoUld 
Aft; when the nobles declared for marching to 
meet their enemies, and not (hutting themfelves 
up in any town of the kingdom ; for, if they were 
inclofed, 'they muft remain fo, and the Caflillians 
in the mean time, would overrun the country at 
their eafc, and in the end ftarve them into fub* 
milfion. But if they ifiarched, and pofted them- 
felves advantageoufly to wait the enemy, it would 
be the moft advifable j ' for,' added they, ^ wc 
know, my lord, that you ^n^ill never enjoy peaceably 
the crown we have placed on your head, before you 
have had a battle, and have once or twice defeated 
your adverfary, the king of Caftille, and all the 
force he can bring againft you. If we gain the 
viftory, the kingdom is yours; and, 0iould we 
be overthrown, it will ftill remain •in fufpenfe. 
It is by far more honourable to feek our enfsmies 
than wait to be fought for ; and many are the in- 
(tances where the firft have had the advantage over 
the latter. Wc thercforie advifc you to fend to dXi 
from whom you expcft afliftance/ 

* You fay well,' replied the king, * and I will 
follow what you recommend/ Hp iffued his fiim- 
mons for his fubjefts to meet him at Oporto on a 
fixed day ; but you muft know that thofe to whom 
heJaad thus written neither obeyed nor paid any 
attention to his 6rders : for the country were not 
unanimous in their choice of a king, and thus di(^ 
fembled to fee which of the two kings would be 
viftorious. Indeed, fome of the nobility had even 
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joined the king of Caftille> blinking his the jufler 
caufe. 

* Notwithftanding this, the king of Portugal 
aifembled all the forces he could mufter at Coimbra. 
To fay the truth, thofe of the higheft birth and of 
the greateft: weight in Portugal were attached to 
him through perfonal aflfeftion : he had full five 
and twenty hundred knights and fquires, and about 
twelve dioufand infantry. He appointed the count 
dc Novaire conftable, and fir Aleyne Pcreira mar- 
Ihal of the army, both of them able and valiant 
kmghts, who knew well how to lead an army to 
batde. 

* They left Coimbra and took the road towards 
Aljubarota at a gentle pace, on account of their 
heavy baggage following them. They fcnt for- 
ward their fcouts to obferve the difpofition of the 
enemy's army. Sir John Fernando Portelet had 
not joined the king, but remained in the caftle of 
Ourem^ five leagues from Aljubarota, not know- 
ing, I believe, that an engagement was fo near at 
hand. 

' I can readily fuppofe the king of Caftille had 
early notice pf our march, which gave him and his 
army, as they Ihcwed, much plcafure. He was 
advifed to haften to meet us and give us batde, 
clpecially by the Gafcons, who were eager for it, 
and requefted to lead the van, which they ob- 
tained. Sir William de Montferrand, who was on 
our fide with forty lances, had told us truly when 
he faid, ' Be aflurcd you will foon^ have a battle, 
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fince you have Gafcons oppofed to you, for they 
like nothing better/ The king lodged on the 
morrow with his whole army at Leyria, two 
leagucss from Aljubarota, where, on the next day, 
we came and fixed our quarters. The CaftiUians 
fpUowed us, and encamped on the fpot we had 
left, for they well knew by their fcouts our line of 
march. 

' My lord, the Portuguefc have always had 
great confidence in God, and in the good fortune 
which would attend them at Aljubarota; and ic 
was for this reafon they had now there encamped 
themfelves/ ^ Aye,' faid the duke, * pray tell 
me why.* * Willingly,' anfwered the fquire. 

^ In former days, Charlemagne, who was king 
of France and emperor of Germany and Rome, 
and a great conqueror, overthrew, at AlJubarota» 
fevca infidel kings, flaying upwards of one hun- 
dred thoufand of thefe unbelievers, as it is fully 
related in dl our old chronicles. By this defeat, 
he won the city of Coimbra, and all Portugal, 
which he turned to the Chriilian faith : and, in 
honour of this viftory over the infidels, he erefted 
and endowed a large monaftery for black monk§, 
the revenue? of which they were to receive as long 
as they (hould refide in Portugal. 

^ There was alfo another celebrated battle at 
this place about two hundred years ago, which was 
won by the brother of a king of Caftille, called 
the count of Portugal -, for at that time there 
were no kings of Portugal. There fell out a 
deadly hatred between thefe two brothers, caufed 
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by idifputc in the divifion of the countries, lb 
that there was not any chance of peace vtrithout the 
iVtnt of a battle being fifft tried. The P^rtu- 
guefe were as warm in the matter as the count, 
ind declared they would rather be put to death than 
become fubjeft to Caftille. They therefore 
marched, in batde-array, to meet the kirig at 
Aljubarota. The king of Caftille came thither in 
fuch force that his army amounted to more than ten 
times the Portuguefe, whom he held in the utmoft 
contempt. The battle took place on the plains of 
Aljubarota, and was very bloody ; but, in the end, 
the Portuguefe gained the day, defeating the ene- 
my and making dieir king prifoner. By this cap- 
ture, the count of Portugal obtained whatever 
terms of peace he dcfired, and the boundaries of 
the two kingdoms were firmly eftablilhed. 

' The Portuguefe, fenfible that their vi6bory 
"*ras owing to God's mercy, in enabling fo few to 
overcome fuch niimbers, were defirous to illuftrate 
their country, and had their count crowned king 
by the nobles and prelates, in the city of Coimbra. 
They carried him in triumph throughout the 
kingdom with a crown of laurel on his head, as a 
token of viftory, like to that which kings were 
«fed to wear in former times, and ever fince that 
day Portugal has had its king: and know, my 
lord, that the Portuguefe, fooner than be under the 
fubjeftion of the Caftillians, would look for the 
moft diftant relation of any of their kings who had 
died without ilTue. 

* When 
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' When king John of Portugal was arrived ^t 
Aljubarota, all thefe old ftories were told him. 
While the conftable and marflial were arranging 
their men, fir John Fernando dc Portelet arrived 
with his forty lancemen, having left the caftlc q{ 
C)urcm that morning. His coming gave pleafurc 
to all, and he was polled in the divifion near thp 
king's pcrfon. 

' When our army was drawn up in proper arr^y^ 
and we were waiting for our enemies, whofe num- 
bers and ftate the fcouts had been fcnt to obfervd 
the king advanced to the centre, and, having 
ordered fUcnce, faid, — * Gentlemen, you hav-e 
crowned me your king : now fhew your loydty ; 
for, fince I am on the plains of Aljubarota, I wi|l 
never retincat until I have combated our enemies.* 
The army tinanimoufly anfwered, — * My lord, we 
will remain fteady to you, and, be affured, wUl 
never turn oup backs/ 

' The two armies approached, for the Caftil- 
lians were defirous of battle, as they plainly 
fhowed. Our fcouts were ordered to examine theni 
narrowly, ^s to number and order, that we might 
take meafures accordingly. They were more th^m 
three hours returning, and we began to fe^r we 
bad loft them^ At laft they came back with parti- 
cular accounts of t;he enemy's ftrength. They 
faid there were in the van battalion at leaft feven 
thoufand men armed from head to foot, in the 
bandfomeft manner poflible : in that of the king, 
thirty thoufand horfe, and all well armed. When 
our men and their leaders heard the numbers of 
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the enemy, and how they were marching, the VM 
battalion being two leagues in advance of the main 
body with the king 9 for the Gafcons and foreigners 
were not on good terms with the Caftillians -, they 
refolved to keep in a compaft body, within their 
intrenchme^ts, and to form two wings, with the 
men at arms, who amounted to about twenty five 
hundred, in the rear of the wings. You would 
there, my lord, have witneffed a fine order of 
battle, and men fhewing great courage. The 
king commanded, under pain of death, th^t no 
one fhould be ranfbmcd, if the day were oun, 
but that all fhould be put to death. This was 
wifely done -, for our lords faid, that if we occu- 
pied ourfelves in making prifoners, we fhould 
think of nothing elfe, and rifk the lofs of the day : 
it will be much better to combat vigoroufly, than 
attend to the dictates of avarice by making pri- 
foners, and fell ourfelves, like men, whofe dl is 
at flake. 

* Our enemies now were advancing in as ctofe 
order as poffible jufl before us. They difmounted> 
and, driving their horfes away, laced their plates 
and helmets very neady, and, with vizors down 
and prefcnted lances, marched to us very boldly : 
in good truth, there were the flower of chivalry 
and fquirelhip, as was very apparent. 

'Between us was a ditch, not fb wide but aknight 
could leap over it, which was of fome advantage 
to us ; for our wings lanced very fharp darts as the 
enemy attempted to pafs it, which wounded fcvc-» 
ral fo forely, they were checked in the attempt. 
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When they had all croffed it, the bJftitle raged ; 
for they imagined the king of Caftillc, with the 
main body, were clofe behind them, but it was 
. not fo, and they were all flain before his arrival. 
The manner of this happening was as follows : 

* They were furroundcd, as it were, by thofe 
called the commonalty of our country, who, 
coming on their r?ar, attacked them fharply mth 
axes, whilft our men at arms, that were quite frelh, 
charged them in front, and drove them back into 
the ditch they had croffed. In lefs than half an 
hour the bufinefs was over, and all this body, of 
four thoufand good men at arms, were put to 
death : none were ranfomed; for whenever any of 
ours wi(hed to fhew quarter to his prifoner, he 
was flain while in his hands. Thus did this 
flaughter befal the van battalion: not one ef- 
caped^ 

* Shordy after, the king of Caftille and his 
army, confifting of thirty thoufand men well 
mounted, came up, but it was now night, and 
they were ignorant of the lols of their van. They 
were defirous of difplaying their horfemanihip, 
and, by way of gallantry, more than five hundred 
leaped over the ditch ; but, my lord, not one of them 
ever returned back again^ Among them that were 
thus flain were fome of the higheil rank,^ the moft 
anxious for deeds of arms, and feveral of thoie 
noblemen who had left Portugal toferve under the 
king of Caftille. Our men, on feeing the enemy 
thus defeated,, advanced, and croffed the ditchj 
now nearly filled with water, from the number of 
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bodies which had choked up the current ; ilief 
then mounted their horfes and purfued the enemyy 
who had taken flight -, but it lafted not long^ for k 
.Was ibon fo dark they were afraid of following them 
rafhlyj left they might &11 into fbme ambufcades : 
befides> they were not fo well mounted as the 
C^illians. Had it been otherwife, they would 
have fuifered more^ and their king been either 
flain or made prifoner ; but the obfcurity of the 
fiighe> and the badnefs of our horfes^ iavtd 
them. 

* I will now mention thofe who fell in this 
battle ; and to begin with the Portuguefe who had 
changed fides^ don John Alphonfo Serole> the 
grand prior of St. John in Portugal, don Alvares 
his* brother, with fcveral more. Of fif^aniards 
don Pedro of Arragon^ fonto the codftable ; don 
Juan, fon to don Tello, and don Fernafido, fon 
to don Sancho, both brothers in law to the queen $ 
Diego Manrique, prefidew; of Caftillc; the mar-^ 
Ihal Carillo ; the admiral Juan de Fovar ; Pedro 
Al^rez Pcreira, grand matter of Calatrava; the 
^nd maftcr of St. James, with others. Of 
French, fir John de Ris ; fir Geoffry de Ricon ; 
fir Geofiry de Piutenay j fir Efpaignolet d'Efpaign^ 
fir Reginald de Soulier, furnamed Limoufin, mar- 
flial of the king of Caftille*s army. From Gaf- 
cony and Beam lay dead, the lord de Beam ; the 
lord de Mortan 5 the lord de Bringolles ; fir Ray- 
mond d'Eurachj fir Berchand de Varugej fir 
John Afolmej fir Raymond de Valentin j fir 
Adaiti de Mburafle ; fir Meuvent de Sarcment ; 
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iir Ptter dc Sarcmbiere and many more, to the 
amouBt, in all, of upwards of twelve hundred 
gendemen, knights and fquires. 

* I will now name what nobles of our party were 
(lain : firft, the count de No vaire, conftable of 
Portugal ; Galopcs PorteJet 5 Peter Porteict^ ahd 
Agalip Fernando Portelet his brother, who was by 
the king's fide, at his bridle : le Pouuafle d'Acun- 
ha;.Eigeas Toille de Podich d'Aflbe; Vafco 
Martin de Melx ; his fon Vafco Marrin, who was 
killed that day by a dart pafling through his body. 
There were alfo among the dead Gouffelenas de 
JMerlo ; Alve Porie, marflial of the army, an ex- 
cellent knight ; Radighos Pereira s John James de 
Salve; John Radigos, coufin to the king; Da- 
minondefquc ; Radigo ; Radigcs de Valeronceaux, 
and Mendignes de Valconfiaux.' He was here 
interrupted by a burft of laughter from the duke; 
and Lawfence afked, * My lord, what makes you 
laugh fo heartily ?' ^ Why ! -have I not fufficient 
caufe ? for I never in my life heard fuch a catalogue 
of Arrange names as you are repeating.' * On my 
faith,* replied the fquire, * thefe are aU proper 
names in my country, and we have fome you 
would diink more ftrange.* * I believe it,* faid 
the duke ; ' but, Lawrence, what became of the 
king of Caftille after thi$ defeat ? Did he never at- 
tempt to rally his men ? Did he ihut himfelf.up in 
aay of his towns ? Did not the king of Portugal 
purfuehim?' * Ho, my lord, we Vemaincd that 
night on the field of batde, and until noon the next 
day, when we marched to Leyria and from thence 
to Coimbjra. 

• 'The 
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' The king of Caftillc fled to Santarcn, where 
he entered a barge, juid, followed by fourteen 
others, embarked on board a large vellelj and 
went by fea to Seville, where the queen was. His 
army was difpcrfed in all di reft ions, fo- that it was 
impoffible to rally them, for their lofs had been 
great. They will be long before they recover it : 
indeed they never will, unlefs fuccoured by the 
king of France *. It is to counterbalance this 

alliance 



* Don John, in commemoration of this events, fbanded the 
beautiful monaftery and church of Batalha. It has been magni- 
ficently defcribed by Mr. Murphy ; and I copy a note from his 
publication, page 28. 

' The following account is given of this battk by' Emanuel de 
Faria, in his hiftory of Portugal i 

* The king of PortugSll, underftanding the approach of the 
CaiHllians, drew together his forces from Coimbra, Oporto and 
other places, and marched out of Guimaraens to give them 
battle. On the morning of the 14th Auguft 13859 he entered 
the plains of Aljubarota, where he knighted feveral gentlemen* 
The CaiHllians atfiril intended to march dire£Uy to Li(bon> 
yet, after fome confultation, ^ they refblved to engage. The 
forces on both iides were very unequal : th& Cadillians are re- 
ported to have been thirty thoufand ftrong^ and the Portugacie 
but fix thoufand five hundred, befides having fome local diiad- 
vantages. The fun was fetting when thefe two unequal armies 
engaged. The CaiBIlians, at the firfl charge, broke the van- 
guard of the Portuguefe ; but the king coming up, his voice 
and example fo re-animated his men that in lefs than an hour 
the multitudinous army were put to the route. The king of 
Cailille, who headed his troops, being troubled with an aguct 
was forced to take horfe to fave himfelf. Moll of the Portuguefe 
who fided with CaiHlle, and who were in front of the army> 
were put to the fword^ for no quarter was given them» The 
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alliance that the king of Portugal and his council 
have fcnt us hither, to renew and ftrengthcn our 
conneftion with the king of England and your 
lordfliip.' The duke faid, — * Lawrence^ you fhall 
not leave this country without having fatisfadlory 
anfwcrs to carry back j but tell me about the en- 
gagement you hinted at, which the Portuguefe had 
with the Spaniards near Seville, for I love to hear 
of feats of arms, though I am no great knight 
myfelf 

* After the glorious viftory which king John 
had gained at Aljubarota, he returned in triumph 
to Lifbon, not hearing of the Caftillians or French 
collefting in any bo4ies to continue the war. 

* The king of Caftille, with his queen, Uft 
Seville, and went to Burgos, and the remains of 
his army fhut themfelves up in different caftlcs and 
towns. The garrifons of both fides frequently 
made war on each other. It chanced that the 
count de Novaire, conftabje of Portugal, entered 
Caftille, not far from Seville, having with him 
about forty fpears: he intended riding to Valverde, 
having heard there were in that town two hundred 
men at arms. When iarrived at the barriers he 
made a di^lay of his ftrength, as a fignal that he 



royal ftandard of Caftille was taken, but many pretending to 
t'le honour, it could not be decided by whom. The number of 
the^flain is not exactly known, though very grsat on the p^rt of 
the Caftillians. Of their cavalry three thoufand are fuppofed to 
have periihed, and many perfons of diftinftion. This is the 
&mous battle of Aljubarota, fo called, becaufe it was fought 
near a village of that name.' 
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wiihed for battle ; but thofe within remained ftill^ 
and fccmed to pay no attention to him, though 
they were fecretly arming and preparing thcm- 
felves. 

* Our people, having paraded before the place 
. fome time in vain, turned about and began their 
retreat homeward at a foot's pace. They had not. 
marched a country league before they faw the whole 
garrifon of Valverde following them full gallop. 
They were led by a gallant man at arms, Diego 
de Padilla, grand matter of the order of St. Jago^ 
who brought them handfomely to the charge. The 
conflable and his men inftandy difmounted, and 
and gave their horfes to the pages aed varlets : 
having gralpcd their fpears, th<ey drew up in a 
line. The CaftiUians, who were very aumerous, 
wanted to capture their horfes and varlets, faykig, 
* Jjct us feize their horfes : we cannot more effec- 
tually diftrefs them than to make them return, oa 
foot:' but the grand matter would not conlent. 
' We will not dofo,"faid he: * if we have the 
horfes, we will have their matters alfo j for we will 
fight them, and therefore difmount : they cannot 
withftand our numbers.* 

* While the Cattillians were thus confulting, our 
men, without paying any attention to their horfes, 
feeing a fmall brook in their rear, croffed it quietly 
and potted themfelves on its bank. The enemy,, 
having obferved this, repented not having inttantly 
made the attack; but, thinking they could foon 
defeat them, they began the combat by lancing 
darts, and whatever clfe they could lay hands on> 
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to that it lafted from noon to evening. The con- 
ftable, feeing the enemy had expended all theii* 
artillery, and had not wherewithal to fight, croffcd 
the rivulet with his banner dilplayed and attacked 
them with lances. They were foon broken and in 
diforder; for, being tired by the weight of their 
armour, they could not withftand our charge, nor, 
from weaknefs, affift each other. 

* They were fpeedily vanquifhed: the grand 
mafter with fixty more were left dead on the field, 
and the reft took to flight. We recovered our 
horfes, and many others which the Caftillians had 
rode thither. What is your opinion, my lord? 
did not our men behave gallantly ?' * That they 
did, by my faith,* replied the duke. 

* By fuch feats of arms, and conquefts, have the 
Portuguefe entered the career of glory, fince the 
acceffion of don John to the crown of Portugal. 
They fay God is with them, and is their help, in 
maintaining their rights. Indeed, my lord, they 
never fail declaring that God is on their fide ; for 
ever fince the death of king Ferdinand, in all 
matters of arms they have been concerned in, 
whether of confequence or not, vidlory has been 
for them. The count de Foix, who at this day, 
is one of the moft potent and wife lords, fays, as 
we have been told by thofe from his country, cJiac 
fortune fides with Portugal \ 2l id that, if his knights 
would have liftened to him, they would never have 
left Beam to fight againft the king of Portugal. 

' My lord, our king is wife and prudent : he 
fears and loves God, and has an affection for the 
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churchy which he exalts as much as in his power^ 
He is frequently on his knees in his oratory and 
hearing divine fervice, and is very drift in never 
being difturbed whilft at prayer, whatever may be 
the bufinefs. He is a learned man, and under- 
ftands fome little of aftronomyj but, above all, 
he will have juftice adminiftered impartially in his 
dominions, and the poor maintained in their rights. 
I have now, my lord, told you every thing, ac- 
cording to your requeft, relative to our king and 
country, as I v/as charged to do when I left it i 
and you will give me fuch anfwers as may be agree- 
able to you.' 

* Lawrence, I before told you, and I now repeat 
ir, that your coming hither and your converfation 
have given me great pleafure. You (hall not de- 
part without having every point of your demands 
fully anfwered.' 

^ I thank you, my lord,* replied the fquire. 
Upon this, the doors of the apartment were thrown 
open, and wine and fpices were brought in, of 
which the ambafladors having partook, they de- 
parted to their hotel of the Falcon to repofe them- 
feives. 
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